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T Hz E E EPISTLE 
been /eene before of our Nation ) by ebeying + ob- 
mea/ure )your admomions Cf commanndement 1,09 l;- 
= and honeilhy , ſo may wee now feare, if wee be not the 
A SR, leaf? in this leng and floriſhory raigne of your High- 
eſſe, wherewm we your /ubietls emoy ſo great a portion of worldly felis 
cine, we ſhould af ter the manner of men and the ordinary courſe of the 
world, in /o great proſperitie and /ecuruie, and ſuch plenty of all things, 
forget "x24 08 to God, and weglett your Afareflies commanndements 
admonitions, let looſe the rame1 to onr affetlons and appetites, and 
addrit eur [elnes to ice and voluptuonſneſſe : and that then God will 
looke downe mto our ſinner, and fer oxr wichednes will take your CMa- 
reflie from 11 (rather then u ſhall be for our behoofe to leane you, 4s 
wuworthy of ſuch a Prince & Gonerneur) vp 10 him wits heanen where 
ye /ball recere a perpernall reward for your vertne and podimeſſe, and 
7 and beatrtwde, which all men bo pe after , and deſive. 
Marte rightly happy, when rg ze hane emiczed 
ye foal] recere for your mbernance, the royes Of 
beatunde of the other world, endif [ may witex my concert without 
fuſprezon of flattery {a thing which hath ho alwares comtrary to wy 
ab/ poſition ) of there be any Prince m the world that may willy be called 
happy, [ thankwes to be your Maucihie, For after Socrates, a Pronce ts 
wot happy becauſe be wa Prince, except be be mityautted m learmms + 
wihce. Both which mecte together m your Fiphne ſe , beſides many 0< 
ther vertner, and ſhecrall gifts that leade to the ſame. For what can be 
more required to happmneſſe , then the this that ave met together in 
your TMlaretlic ? rhe ws of the body, of the merede, and of fortune , as 
the Phul»/ t v/c to peaks, which after Aniftotle bros feorth felt- 
cute. Ame Þ halcs to one that arhed han who was bavpy, laid , Qui cor- 
pore fanus ell, fortuna diucs, avimo crudicus. Which three thmpes 
your Afareitie emoyerh wn the hiybe#t degree. Ligie (auth , Regnum 
res eſt inter deos homineſque pulchernma. Azd Cyrillus of Prin- 
cer /auth : Vos eftts & ommum ſupremarum digmtarum foes, 
a lupra omnem eminentam kumanzque felicratis principiuint 
ongo. | 
eAfnd for the other rwe parts wherew/th G OD bath /o plentiful 
your CAazihue , ne and fanbpefinny pres the good 
contin twins of your body, whereby ye extoy a perfel? health : your were 
act, your 4's, your w/edome im gonernment ; your ſangularity m leare 
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ng, with wh reed 


arbed what the argument 
hay read: ſad that Tunes Ce Who (queth 
Antalcdes) dd ener diſÞras/e buns ? eileenmmy ut a vame _ 
flow hu labewr m prailang bun, wborn all men wth one moxth 
mend, So may © [laid bee Paligdaabdnnce fe fherhpar ies, 
Hes praiſes , the glory of your fame haning extended # ſelfe mio all 
parts of the world , whech yet will be meore admurable in the ager that 
Nat beereafter follow. For, Inuidize non eltin monuments locus. 
Tour CIMailie hath al/s the fideture and lone of your jawbeetl;, whith 
of all other 4 the << wefe ſtrength and ſafety of a Prince. end that 
which is greateit of all, 45 your Aaieibie began your » with reits- 
IM and reformation of relignon, and the fermce of om 0 D, 4s dad the 
good Amy Dawd, ſo ye lane m his feare > and airdbmteall to bus prom 
dence, and nothmg to fortune, W are God hath Bleſſed dh High- 
weſſe, 4s he dd lolaphar, and ether good K ings that we _— C$ re 
kegions, with a long prace, great riches, many eArmer, wah a long 
and flor:/hmg ragne. 
It u wruten, that when a init Prince ſitteth i the ſeate , no encll 
thing will burt hum. For to them that lowe God, all things tarne to their 
good. end where God us rightly ſermed, fauh Hornulda, there ad« 
* mere will tabe wo elfelt. So as there wanterh nothmg rmiads your 
CAM unciiie happy, if onely ye aide this to the re#t, that you thanke your 
felfe happy. R 19htly may Platoes ſaying be apphed to v4, "50 happy ts 
that people, that bath a wiſe] rmce and a learned to therr 
e od happy are they ( ſauh another ) that awellmn 4 place , ar dbe 
Prince ts goaty, mit, learned, and kiberall. Which wertnes ns 
Hae parreth n /uch conmmnall pratliſe, that yee haue mae, t 
Gods prace, both your {e/fe and  yeartahalls happy : ſo ar your 
welſe ſeemeth to beare in mimd the "I ugullus Car. "Is a 
nitas mea me ad cxrle{tem gloriam t for ns. nvias day noone 
commend 4 Prince, then Pack. 4 ſe and bberahnie, 
peth rbe needy, and fancureth 
Now to manifei! to your Ma Hh ten! w ve fow Je! 
toobe occaſion to wrue of the Free. F_ for wy | omely, 
wabout any meanny to publiſh s ; winch made me beltew the = 
* 4 
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THE EPISTLE 


end /abour in the penn —— thereof . But after the /ame 
came to the berwlde ended ome of my friends , and coppies 
thereof obramed, I beard at length that it was come to the Printers 
hands, and vawares to me was fallen into the Preſſe. And ſeemy it was 
ſo forwardly, that / condd net well binder the tmpreſſion, and bemy 
fwaded that I ought not to hide my talent mthe ground, that might be 
profitable to others, but rather to dehuer ſome part of that to poiteri= 
tie, whichy [ receiued from the labour: of the antiquitie : [ bad no ſoo« 
ner conſented within my ſelfe to ſuffer ut to paſſe as 1 is, though omper= 


felt and rnpoliſbed, bus an carne#t defire preſently poſſeſſed me to pre- 


fent the [ame to your Aaicihie. e And ſo much the more forcibly was I 
allured to proſecute my mient and purpoſe , and to preſume vpon your 
CAlneities fanonr, ar, ( befides the graces I haue receined from your 
Highneſſe wuthout any merit of mune ) a worthier patrone can no where 
be found, nor that can more aptly ſtand for a lnely and exemplary pat- 
terme of the matter whereef 1 write , T be renerence alſo and renowne 
of your ſacred perſon, will gine # grace and eftimation, For after the 
eld Pronerbe: Mulea ideo pretiola fieri, | ray lint ctemplis dicata. 
Tet when [ compared the /mall value of the th: 'P, and the baſeneſſe oa 
1m/ufficiencie of my /elfe, with the greatne(ſe of your CMareihies eftate 
and drgniie, and ſingularity of your knowledge in all hind: of learning, a 
rertae bind of renerent feare of your Princely hs made ſuch an 
repreſſion in my tomerons troubled mma that t 0b [ were wholie de« 
woted ro your CMarefties ſermce, [was ready to recall my determined 
reſolution, and rather to accuſe my ſelfe of arrogant pre/nmption, then 
of ordinary bolaneſſe, that world ſuffer /o high a thing to enter mto my 
baſe concett . And if men durit not aduentwre to atl ma T ragedie wn 
the frebr ef Roſcius, becan/e of bus excellexcie m that facultre , how 
more ought I ro feare 19 write, and gue my cenſure mm /o difficult 
a queſtion, as us the Felicitie of man, and bi; Summum bonum , be- 
fore your CMaiethe, that ave of ſo excellent learnmg and mdgement, 
and /o rare a Lingmit,by which yeur Firghneſſe hath attamed to an ex- 
IT 407 findrie and knowledge m many things . So as your Maie« 
tie /eemeth by your dearly exerca/e mſindy, to rome in oprnion with the 
learned and famous Marcus Aurebus, that a Prince ſhowld 
rot cont ous Dy with fo much /carning ar one learned man hath, 
but rather Mould tuo a: mech as they all bnow, beranſe he ir Lord of 
«/, Phormios as/erace al/o, green by Hanmball , preſented /elfe to 
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DEDICATORIE _ 


King of Perſia, the manner of whoſe ſabiett; was, when their King 
trawelled, ro preſent hum with ſome gifts, according to their eftate and 
abilitie. This K my, as he was on a time traxellng the way,a poore 
day-labourer by chaunce met hum : who haning nothing where-with to 
ſont the King, tooke 3 water in both his hands ont of the riner that 
Lbs, and offered n to the King. Artaxerxes with a cheerefull coun« 
renaxunce recemed the water, and langhed to ſee his readmeſſe : eflima- 
rong the willmgnes of the giner, not the ſmall value of the gift , eftee< 
w7 it mo leſſe appertainong to 4 Prince,and to bumanity, to accept wile 
1 thankefully [mall matters, then liberally to gine great things. 
And Heliodus , with other auncient Poets , likened Kmyr in muny 
thing to the Gods, and ſpecially tm this, that though they davly gre ve» 
yy great things to men , yet they are content with a little F ence 
&+ a ſmall ſacrifice : ſo Princes (ſay they) ſhould rewoyee m gimng great 
thmg:, and in receimng /mall matters. Pardon therefore moi? of 
renowned © ueene my boldneſſe, & accept wub your acenſtomed grace 
of your poore and fauthfull [ernaunt, this handfull of water , this little 
Booke of ſmall value, the firft frunes of my fludies , which with all bu- 
mulute 1 dedicate fo your Highneſſe, bang no better thing wherewith 
ro proſent your Maneſtie, and therefore after the old Pronerbe , Mola 
quandoque falſa ws non habent thura. Such is my inſuſſicren» 
cre, [nch 11 my inabilitie, that bane receined ſo great graces from your 
CIMaveſtie. And though I hawe no meanes to excuſe my boldnerin offe« 
ring to your Eccellencie this ſmall preſent of ſo tutle value, yet the gra« 
cc1 and fanours your Mareftie ſheweth generally to all your ſubietls & 
ſernauns, - ney to them that ave ſindions and hore to leay- 
nwig, grneth mee hope of your gacions acceptance of rhu latle mite 
wr wag 6 e Car -o Do&ai IG fi & | 
runt do. / mw? /ookt for that whgich it common to fuck labourt, 
that ir,Zonles, or detrat7trs , except thi vimiren * ind aurboritie of 
your royal! eftate and digmiie be the lay theres FIT regard # /o 
mach the leſſe, as the greateit learned men both Greeke: and Latinet 
could 


THE EPISTLE 
camld not eſcape them, who accuſed one anotber of theft and orreth 
they would wat forbears to ſay, that Plato had taken many things from = 
Protagoras, Pythagoras, && Epicharmus. The he Ariſtotle was 
charged to hane taken from Plato, Socrates, and many others. eAnd 
If all things ſhould be taken owt of Chnfippus wramgs, which bee had 
ſtolen from ether men , there wonid be nothmg left but bare 
Lmic was cawnted wah Patauinatus for ower-many werdes. 
was blamed for bu ſport ſemences. V alerius Maximus & Egnatius, * 
for beems too much wornament : with others that haxe (offered. © 
the like : + few bane e/caped pntaxed. Eajuly then may fans be found 
with me, and that rightly, that haxe taken almo#t all from other eAme | 
thors, many of whoſe names [ bane forgotten and omuted , becanſe 4 * 
meant nothing leſſe then to publiſh u. Þut ut hall ſuffice and fully ſatiſ® | 
fie me, if that [ bawe written, may be to the hlung of your CMaicities 
I owr Highneſſe cenſure ſhall be with mee , 45 the 1uagement of all men, | 
Per/ſencr moet excellent & renowned Prince , in your aceuflomed exe. 
ercy/e of verine and learning , and tread /iui!l m your owne fleps : Tour 
CMaretlie cannot (et before your eyes 4 better example to mint ate then 
your /elte. And ther in all lowhneſſe of bart and dutte , proftrating 
w1) /elfc at your Mareihes ferte, f beſeech the eAlmighty to mnlriply 


bus bleſrongs upon your AMaucilie, 


Your Maicſtics moſt humble 
and loyall tcruaunt and 


lubic, 


Ricuarod BarckLEy, 


To the Reader. 


I Philoſopher having inuited his friends to dinner, 

PA and (cein them fit at the table, looking abour as 
wrhough they lacked ſomething , f ing to 

*/ \V e meate that was ſet before them & per- 
{\ LARS cciving at laſt they looked for Bread which hee 


= © had forgotten to prouidey ye may lee, quoth he, 
Z howlittle the ſtudic of Philoſophie ſerueth tothe making of a 
Z feaſt. Euen ſo when 1 had taken occaſion to write of the Felicitie 
of man, and layd before me the goodly reaſonsand perſwaſions 
= ofthe Philoſophers, 1 ſeemed to be inuited to theyr opinion, as 
= coaplentifull feaſt , that wanted nothing to ſatisfie mine appe» 
= dre. But when I had more confiderately peruſed theyr reaſons 


2 and arguments, whereby they would prove it to be in the power 
= ofa vviſe man to attaine to Felicitie, I perceived there wanted, as 
2 itwere breadto a feaſt; the chiefe thing that ſhould make theye 
2 gainty meate, or plauſible reaſons ſauory totheyrgueſts : which 

> ts thegrace of God, from whom all things commeth, withoue 


* which, all that can be produced and ſaid in this matter hath no 
= eaſt, So thatitiscaſily to be ſeene, how little the (udy of Phy- 
3 lofophy ſeructh to the finding out or attaining of the Felicitie of 
man. For though a man be fortified with much wiſcdome and 
vertue, yet he is in the whole courſe of his life ſubieft to ſo many 
infirmities of body, and paſtions of mind, and variable accidents 
of fortune (as the Phyloſophersvſe to ſpeake ) which draw men 
into calamitie and miſery ; that tio mortall man hath in himſelfe 
power ſufficient to atraine to felicitie , which muſt come by the 
enioying of Gods graces and benefits: whereunto the 

phers for the moſt part, as Heathens,had no great regard : which 
(that I may not be miſtaken ) the cauſe which moor 


Find char Hfoog hez eſhnaning things r erby a 
Nome, "> mj2_ ati roo 1 beganat Stdraeh ; 
Eon Ez r 
my 0s 0a ge end and purpole, and whereof - 
hr rigs nyo A 0" bey 
fought, th fl hey found of that they defied to have: OMe = 
Fs hes wn) inions and precepts, with worldly mens 
et Fm 


perceiued, that an erronious 
RE 


hindered theyr tothe « 
man delareth an happy el be | 
ec 
the courſe of theyr life IE toit, but miſtake ſome other, 


thing for that they fecke after, they never finde that they would | 
have. The conſideration whereof, ioyned with the calamities &. © 
troubles with which axen are arreſted {o ſoone as they enter into, © 
1s world, and thepernls and alterations to which they are ſub- 
inthis life , both in body and minde, 
in goods. | by r owne fault,others by Gods 
crolle (wherof I hauenot 24n others ocu/arm teffig, but, 
alſo in my ſelfe in ſome part a fe wieſle) brought foonh, 
ch ,hodcore of want Feewe, For be cing deiaeve! 
to remoue out of my head the 
minde, & 7m tre 


mt. or wy. Ang: 
where» 


to draw out ſo much as 1 thought neceſſarie, andthe 
recreation : and to make it more ſauorie to wy tal 

And ioyning, to the I haue read, the obſeruation of mens 
manners, and | have had of worldly matters, I mighe 
ſceasina glaſle, biel HEPES 
the ordinary courſe of nature, men areſubief, much 
_ ther wear de 4 


etneſſe both of bodie and minde , 


letter which ſaid they, 
h to the ching [ ought . 
ne 1 


The Preface . 
andexcept 1left their companie & followed a better guide, 
would Jeage me in the middle of the way dhe ghd he 
of our finnes followeth damnation, except God be and 
made mercifull co vs) 1 rooke my leaue of the Phi and 
followed an other path , vnknowne to them , which di- 
rectly ro fclicitic w beatirude, by the grace of God through his 
ſonne our ſauiour oo na l ama 20 pe onating the Phi- 
loſophers opinions (of w neuerthcleflc I thinke reucr 
2s neon conformable to Chriſhanitie, theugh Thy 
applied many of their ſayings to my purpoſe, And I haue labou- 
red to diſcouer the error of them by many examples, that in the 
courſe of their life ſeeme to ſet theit felicitie in thoſe things thae 
bring men to infelicity . Andif Thave enlarged the narrationof 
ſome hiſtories more then the due method 0 writing requireth, 
which 1 might with lefle labour have abridged: it may ſerue ne» 
verthclelle to that common end of the Poets , either to profic 0 or 
Ant prodeſſe volunt, avt deleblere Paete. 
e Aut ef incunda, ct wdonca dicere Vite. 
_ Ky ath not beene brought vp in the knowledg e of 
mo at, chanceth I to _ _ as it doth to bee 
ply. gaiemare by y the maine. It ma 
to leetbe o__ paſnons of thein dilcoals 
— the diſordered courſe of their life, and extraordinane kind 
of death,that haye ſet cheir felicity in picafures, riches, honor and | 
por, , and (ſuch like worldly,yanines, which to all, exceptthey | 
well vicd, arehinderance to fehenie; and baue oughtnny 
to extreame milcrie. 1 have omitted the names of many 
Ido += rk ares e, [horn " 


Re ces mens 7 ry px ety, then to 
adengde, asto be author of any ching my ſelfe, 


Many 


to the 
randy. ear ends, 1 havefimply collefied and ap- 
lyed to my purpoſe, without any affe le. For as Terence 

Fab, nothing is ſpoken that hath not beene ſpoken before z So 
wen vſe to alter the forme and order, and fer forth the matter 
with other words and dinerſitie of applicationz which wakerh 
their writings ſceme to bee a new inuention , whereas indeede 
hardly can any thing be written that hath notbeene, though in 
another ſort and application , written before. For how it po(- 
ſible among ſuch an infinite number of bookes, which dayly in- 
creaſe beyond meaſure, that any thing can be —_— though 
it come to him from his owne inuention, but the by ſome 
man hath beene written before , though in another forme and 
order , and to another purpoſe? But a colleAion of things that 
lye difperſed in many authors, with an apt 3 ion to one 
eſpeciall puypofe, may be both profitable and delightfull ro the 
reader. The Cooke, the Apothecarie, the ſeruaunt, go all tro one 
garden, where one gathereth herbes and flowres for his por, the 
other for his medicmable drugges, the third to drefle vp the 
houſe, all making the ſame thing ſerueto ſeuerall purpoſes . So 
have | walked in the Muſes garden, and peruſing diverle ſortes 
of things, apphed by the authors todiuergvſes, Thave gathered” 

together ſome of thoſe which I choughtms 

pole, And although they were good 

ing gathered -ogether and apphed 

made more profitable thenagthey 

the leaſt truite chatmay bes | fay- 

mzs and opinions of learned with examples of life out of 

hiſtories yon lye diſperſed, _ oh them to ſore (Þ« | 

and purpoſe. He hath a great aduantage to the providence an 

owl ri things to be ioyneth the | 

things paſt with Ins experience of the time preſet 

more auayleable to ſuppreſle the Mmordinat 

on of worldly vanities, and to diſcover the | 


happineſle, then to obſerue the courſe of mens lines, nd, 
COR er, = Ys foetus. wi A 
ſels of otherages, and compare thertivuelththe 


By which we ſhall ſee a certaine kinde of cortt 
Az: 


— 


_ » The Preface 
rinued order from age to age,of the varuble and tragicall events, 
with the fatall end ar WH 1 a 0 AER 
ſet their felicitie in vaine pleaſures, reputation and pompe of the 
world, Cicero reprehending mens negligence in ſeeking after 
ſuch kinde of know fauh,To be ignorant of the things that 
haue happened before thou wert borne is alwairs to bee a child, 
And Seneca for the like cauſe ſaith, There are none more vnhap- 
py then thoſe old men that haue none other argument to 

their long lfe, but their yeares. If any mantake occaſion of 
offence , becauſe they finde the abuſes and i of 
them(elues , their eſtate or profeſiion diſcouered, by which they 
are ſubic& to reprehenſion : let them-conſider that my inten and 
_ ſearch for the felicitie of man; and to fee whether it 
hat part in this life . In doing whereof I was driuen to ex- 
amine the principall eſtates of life, not in any particular countrey 
or common wealth , but generally through the world , and to 
dſcouer the cuill I found in themy& yet not all that 1 have found 
written in other authors, nor that may truly be ſpoken, but ſo 
much as I thought ſufficient co make for my purpole. For when 
I note the abuſcs of ſome eſlates of life and manners of men, as 
not ſufficientlic furniſhed with the things that ſhould leade men 


tp felicitie, my meaning is, the abuſes of other councreys, repor- 
tedby authors, andnot of mine owne , ſaving when I 
name our nation,(where neuerthe!eſle I wiſh that all things were 
fo well as there were no cauſe tofinde any fault.) *And yet no- 
__ ſo generally ſpoken, burit doth admit ſome exception, 
But he that ſhall walke in ſolarge and ſpacious a field.as to treate 
of this ſubict, wherein hee muſt be enforced to looke into the 
condition and manneryof men , and tovnfold, for the truthes 
fake , the abuſes and ſiniſter accidents that befall the eſtates of 
hfe,which are diſguiſed and lye courred vnder faire ſhewes, as the 
Serpent lurketh vnder ſweetflowres , ſhall find the weeds to 0- 
mercome the corne, and theeuill ſo farre to exceede the ; 
thatit is nor poſuble for him'to paiſe through fo great a thron 
dmulritude ofpeople, to ſeeke for a happ1e man, but he mu 
mlder ſome, and k 10n of oftence , or leave the thi 
egocthabout to ſecke. The conſideration-w , 
bringeth 
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to the Reader G 
theſe verſes often into my minde. | 

At mel faerat non ſcribers : namgue tacere 

T wtrm ſemper ere. 


\ Ceowge fanair mane grod oil, Cite he, wa 


nog baby yay mgnolche which hee had 
| written, might neither bee read of them that bealtogether vn- 
learned , nor of then that were very well learned: becauſe the 
one ſort vnderſtand nothing, the other know peraduenture 
But 1s not ſo much the qualitie of their 
learning that ſhallrea which 1 have written (if it chaunce 
to be ſcene of more then I meant) asI wiſh them to be of a dif 
ſition inclined to vertue and honeſtie : for ſuch will cither 
inde matter there to benefite themlſelues, or atleaſt not blame 
the author for his good meaning, 
— nothing but — GR —_— 
uthors owne inuention : of delight to _ _— 
with EY ——_ ho 
ned men : which h 
caſioned me to cola n ball and eva 'W 
ſluffe, to help ere a new buildingy"n nami | 
thors, becauſe they were either gotten, or ſufficiently lk 
to me, thathad none other wy me be the end of mine 
owne labours , andto feede mine owne humour, wrath 
oofe how I could 
And who is ſo 
envie, to mifhike a fai 
and pleaſant flowers , becau 
not in his owne gardenthat 
any man to miflike with other"me 
ſhed with of grave and learned 
thor, becauſe he knoweth a greatpart were 1 
tion, nor the fruites of his « 1c braine. B the m 
peed, isnot from whence it 


gathered thercof. 
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The Preface. 

Toreprehend vice, to excite to vertue, to know our vhwoor- 
thinefle and miſerable cflate , can be hartfull ro none, it may be 
profitable to ſome in theſe conſillerh the fummeot all our dif= 
courſe. I with it may turne to the benefit of them that ſhall read 
it. I haue devided this Treatiſe into fixe books. In the fill I have 
oftered to prooue, and by examples to ſhew, that the felicitic of 
man, confiſteth not in pleaſures : In the ſecond,not in riches: In 
the third, notin honour and glory : In the fourth,notin morrall 
vertue, orin the ation of verrue , after the Academikes and Pe- 
ripatetikes , nor in Philoſophicall #07 Wop ; In the fifr, I 
haue declared mine owne opinion of the fclicitie or happines of 
this life : In the fixt I have ſhewed wherein conliſteth the wrue 
felicitie and Srwmmrom bonwn of man, and the way to attaine to it. 
In which diſcow ſe, if I have milled the marke 1 (hot ar,as it may 
well be, the ſame peraduenture beeing out of my reach, Ict him 
that followeth take a better leuell, and beware hee ſhoote not as 
much too wide on the other fide. Thatl goe before and (tand 
belide the pricke, will helpe his ayme that ſhall follow & ſhoote 
at the ſame marke. I may ſeeme preſumpruous, if my wordes be 
taken as they lic in ſome places, though meant for forme onely 
and order of writing, in taking vpon me to ſhew the way to feli- 
citicz ſohigha matteras hath mooued much controuerſie be- 
tweene the auncient Wiſlemen and Philoſophers, and the belt 
learned of all ages, and as it were to make my way through them 
 byviolence, allowing and reiefling of theyrs at my pleaſure , as 
though 1 were 3 

Nullua aſtriflu inrare in verba magi/iri. 

For to offer onely the pen to the booke among ſo manie graue 
and learned men, in a matter alſo of ſuch importaunce, may bee 
attributed to raſhneſſe; and to touch the monumentsot ſo ma- 
Dy and profoundauthors , whole opinions haue beene ſo many 
ages allowed , may bee taken fora kinde of ſacriledge . But the 
reverence and loue of antiquitie ought to bee no barre topollie- 
ritie to deliver their opinion & conceit in ſearching for the truth. 
And becauſe I tooke the matter in hand for mine owne exerciſe 
only without any meaning to publiſh it , I was the more bold to 
give my lelte a warrant freelic to vtter my conceit , without atly 

preiudice 


preiudic horitie = Bur "0 hatI have 
1 eto the authon quite. not 
followed the path which they and others have troden before me, 
but rather in a ſort haue broken the yce in a new place, tomake 
my way through after mine owne fancie, and refuſed to fayleby 
an other mans compaſle, me thinkes I heare the ſound of Yirgdl 
his verſc in mine eare: ” A '. 

© mis mourn buc neſtris ſacceſſit ſedibus Loſper ? 
That 1 haue written,though 1 may feeme to haue giuen my ſelfe 
a libertie to thinke as 1 lift, and notto hang mine opinion vpon 
any mans ſlecue, I proteſt to haue done it with fangleneſle, with- 
out arrogancie, or meaning to detrat from any man his due, 
having ; mine opinion in a great part from them, whom 
in all things I haue not thought good to follow : Neither is mine 
tent to take vpon me toteach any man, having meaſured my 
ſelfe (as the proverbe is) with mine owne foote,by which I know 
my inſufficieficiez but to diſcourſe onely , leauing to one 
his free cenſure, 1f avy thing hath eſcaped me by want of dili- 
gence or lacke of knowledge, or by commirting overmuch truſt 
to memorie , it ſhall agree with your modeſlie , rather to excuſe 
my ignorance, then to blame my negligence, ſeeing the matter 
was taken in hand for my exerciſe onely : 


> 


N en ona poſſumiu onmnes : An errour will all eh 
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a mans fingers whileſt he is wrici oY 
ſpeR zand a fault is ſooner cloredini n othe 
himſcife. Bouns al:qnarse dormitat Fomern : 
and if 1tbe co your liking, 
are due, that directed my pan 


my labour is not loſt, becauſe 1 
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THE FIRST. BOOKE 


of the diſcourſe yponthe Felicite 
of Man, 


(HE ancient Philoſophers, and learned 

Ts men of divers ages, among the things 

x L- | greater difticulrie, then in ſearching” 

| Ars | vvhar the felicitie of man pers 7% 
” which they called Summanm bonnm ; bi 

greateſt or ſo 


ueraigne good or happineſſe, This mat- 
ter miniſtred ſuch Scalia of c6trouerhic a 
and drevvthem into ſu many ſundry opinions, that the 
further they waded , the more they enrangled them- 
ſelues, and as if they had beene in a Labyrinth, ' they 
knew not hovy to wind themſelves out ,  Farrinhis 
time colleted our of the Philoſophers books two hun- 
dred eighty cight things, wherein accordingtothein= 
clination of theyr ſeuerall conceits, they would have 
this felicity ro conſiſt, And no maruell: for how was ir 
poſtible that they that knew nor God , burasit werein 
a dreame,from whom all goodthings commeth;ſhould 
knowor reach the way to attaineto the greateſt good 
thing that G OD givech ro men.” That may be | 
rothe Philoſophers that was ſpoken by one, of euill 
ſpirits , Demones non poſſunt benedicere, quia nan 
acere : Thedeuill, ſaith' hee, can notbleſle,, nor 
ſpeake well, becauſe hee can nox doe well ; So may & 
B, 


wherotf they were inquiſitiue, found no 


them; 


A 2 
befſayd of them, 
ſon aptly of ec, 6 
things that appertaine thereto, For though ont-vn- * 
worthineſle be ſuch, that vvee are not able ſelves © 
rodelerye fo 23 benefite without Gods ſpeci - 
nour & free gift, yet we muſt endeuour to dothethin 
that are plealing and acceptable to him , ro make our. 
ſelues capable and apt toreceiuveit. And although God 
hath diſtributed among the Heathens many goodlie + 
byits, yet they can doc nothing, though morally good, - 
that is acceptable in his ſight,and theretore they are nog © 
capable of that great bleſsng which he hath relerued ta * 
hisclett. This argueth the error of thoſe Philoſophers 
that held it tobeinthe power ofa wiſe manto attayne * 
tofelicity, which onely ſayd they, was alfoagcod man. 
Burſucha wiſc or good man , was nodoubt as rare as 
the Phoenix of Arabia, and might be ſought. as Diogenes 
foughr for a mana noone daics inthe ſtreets with a can- 
dle. For vvherher it berhe felicity of this life, or that of 
the other world, no man is able by his wiſcdom or ver- 
tue, or any power of his ovvne, to attaine to eyther of | 
them, Sithence our nature vyas corrupted by the fall 
of our firſt parents, our force is ſo feeble and weake,thar 
the wiſeſt man isnot able romake- ſufficient reliſtance a» 


vs. Reaſon ſhould rule our affettions,but nov contrati- 
wiſe, our affections bearervle ouer reaſon. Thecauſe of 
which alteration mn mans nature, becauſe the Phtloſoes 
Phers knew not, they thought a man was a” 
(cite : 


 phersraughr 


_ licirie inthis world (for that was the 


ſelfero arraine to feliciry, 


the help & afiſtance of Gods holy ſpirit, Bur whoſoeuer 
wil rake vpon himto ſeek forthe ofman,hemuſt 
haue reſpect to the whole man,and notto 


foraſmuch as man conliſteth of two livers char 
is,of or nears re—_ diobe inthe ſtme 
of perfett felicity, except both parts bepartakers of ir, 
Then can itnot be in the power of man, as the Philoſo- 
to arraine to this Summum bonum,' or ouc- 


raigne good, bur in his power onely that 
themeancs to be redeemed from 
wo enioy inthis world, andin the worldro come, the 
things wherein the felicity of man conſiſterh, VVhich 
graces God hathnot giuento al ſorts vf men, but to ſuch 
onely as belieue in him whom hee hathſent-ro be our 
Redeemer from that miſerable eſtate, inro which we are 
fallen by the diſobedience of our firſt - Andific 
were, asthe Philophers thought,in the of a vviſe 
man to doe the things whereby he might attaineto fe» 
which ſome 
of them treated of ) yer were that buronepart of felici- 
tie,to which neuvertheleſle they arenor able roattayne* 
the other, and thar far the greater parr, is cobe w_ 
in the other liſe ro come; which robringro poetic | 
felfe is not in the power of any morrall man; » And that 
our meaning may bethe berter conceived, let vs ſuffer a 
little digreſsion, WOUEY <5 | 
VVhen G O D had derermined'to create natures of 
vnderſtanding after his own image, ;of whom be would 
be known and vii inthe ſame ſort ashe would 
int them , ſome hee -madevf a fpirituall eſſence 
without bodies, others of a ſpirituall eſſence , and a bo- 
dily ſubſtance ; the body NE ns , moſt ex- 
: celleat- 


- 


| The foft ak" © © _— 
cellently compa together witha wonderfull and vn- 
ſpeakcable wiſedome, in which hee encloſed-with a 
meruellous league of ſocietie , an other ſpiritual nature, * 
that is the Soule;the one ſort he calle, Angels, the other 
"men, Both which hecndued with a {ingular wiſdome 
and knowledge. Tothis man he gaue for his habitati- | 
on this goodly great Theater , adorned with ſuch vari- 
ery of excellent things, and placed himin the moſt de- 
lectable and pleaſant place of all the earth , whichinre- 
ſpeR of the fociſhing and fertile ſoyle , beautihed with 

dly riuers and fountaines, was called Paradiſe,not ro 
be an inhabitor only of this lower part of the world,bue 
to be a ſpeQator of his creators wonderous works, ther- 
by firſtto know the grear glory of his parent & progeni- 
tor,and then to loue him aboue all things ; and the time 


being expired in which he had appointed him heereto 
line, he ſhould paſſe from hence to him, where he ſhould 


continually emioy his glorious preſence and lite cuerla- 

| Ning. But ſome of thoſe Angels being pufted vp with 
Kar through the goodly gittes wherewith God hada+ 
dorned them,ſo much forgot their due obedience, that 
they thought themſelues equall with him that made - 
the. V Vhereby they ſogreatly provoked his diſpleaſure; + 
that he expulicd them from the number of his mini+ 
ſters and reiected them from his preſence, This fall was 
ſo grieuousto them, andthe hatred ſo great which they 
conceiued againſt God for the ſame, that they preſent- 
ly beganto doe all things contrary to his commande- 
ment , by all manner of meanes to offend him, to de- 
rogate from his glory what they could , and as much as 
they might to deftace and corrupt this goodly frame 
of the world, which he with ſo great wiſedeme had 
made , And when -man periiſied yet in the _ & Þ 
ate 2 
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Of the Felicitie of man. = 
Nate in which hee was placed from aboue , ſu 
they hadno better meanesto derrat fromthe l, 
God,then if they could lay a plat to rakeman fromhim, 
and draiy him into their ſocietie ; they yrs © 
theyr deuiſe in practiſe , and fraudulently d 
him with falſe promiſes , and ci obo greater prefer- ; 
| ment, they made him revolt from God, and breake his | 
commaundement, which hee had giuen him to make 
proofe of his obedience, andto followthat courſe and. 
coiſel which they had framed againſt God,to hisvwne 
ouerthrow, V Vhen man had thus ſhaken off his obe- 
dience, where before hee led in this pleaſant Paradiſe a 
moſt happy life,free from all euill & hurtfull chings,the' 
earth of his owne accord bringing forth all things plen- 
tifully, he was driuen out of this delectable place, and 
with hcauie cheare enforced to ſecke an other dvvel- 
ling, where he muſt get his liuing withrhe labour of his 
body, and with the (wear of his browes, & fell into the 
puniſhmer appointed by God for breach of his c6man- 
dement, thart 1s, death & damnation, bereft of that rule 
and dominion, & of allthe principall ornaments which 
he had beſtowed vpon him. And where all the meane 


cauſes of things, cuen from the vppermoſt heauen,vnto 
_ the loweſt part of the earth, depended each vpon other” 


in ſuch anexaCt order and vniformity tothe produQtion  * 
of things in their moſt ion and beauntie, ſoas it = 
might well be likened ro that Awres Cathens ns Homer | 


calleth it, by the gricuous diſpleaſure, which God con-' 
cciued againſt man, hee withdrew the vertue which at” ye 
the firſt he had mom ro things in theſe lower parts, and —— 
novvethrough his curſe, the faceof the carth, and all 4 
this elementarie world, doth ſo much degenerate from 
his former cſtate , rhat it reſembleth a chaine rent : 


B | in 
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6 » 3 The firſt Booke | 
in peeces , whoſc links are many loſt and broken, and 
thereſt (© (lightly faſtened as they will hardly hang to- | 
gether, by meanes whereof the heauens and ſecond 
cauſes do now tarre otherwiſe worke in mans corrupt 
nature,& inthis elementary world, theEthey did betore. 
But the ſonne of God hauing copaſsiun vpon man that | 
had thus grieuouſly ſinned, and was fallen into this mi- 
ſerable eſtate, though by his owne wil, yernot through © 
pride or ambition , nor by cotempt of Gods comande- 
ment , but was deceiued by the fraud & ſubriltic of the - 
divell, caſt himſelfe downe betore his Father with all 
humiliie , and beſought him for mankind, & obraineg} 7 
this fauour, that they (huuld not be condemned to gw ; 
petua!l puniſhment, And yet to ſatishe the iuſtice of 
God which was immutable,he oftred himſelte ro tulhilal 
that obedi&ce which God required of man:& ſo pacified 
his tather,that he procured him to makea deciee ro ſend 
him to be a protector & defendor of mikind againſt the 
tyranny of the diucl, V Vhen man was thus reſtored into 
favor again, yetnot with recovery of thuſe goodly gifts 
& ornaments which he had loſt, the diuecll beginnet to 
rape and to practile all manner.of meancs to intrap him 
againe: and when he perceiued that hecould nor de- | 
cciue all, he handled the matter fo, that the benefit of 
' this promiſe might come toa very few, & that thegrea- | 
ter partof ghe world (Lould perth with him, by drawing 
them ok the true knowledge and worſhipping of £ 
God, ro ſuperſtition and Idolatrie, Now toreturnetrorw 
whence we digrelled , ſeeing thefelicitic or ſoueraigne + 
good we feeke tor, concernethnot the body onely, bur * 
the {oule alſo, and that the ſouledyeth nor, but after it © 
hath wound himſclfe out of this priſon,it either liueth int © 
perpctuall telicitie , orinfelicitic; this happines cannot © 


Of the Fe an, 7 
be taken for a temporal thing, thar is enioyed during 
this mortall life onely, bat muſt be cuerlaſting and with- 
out end. For what proficeth ita man to hauea'the world 
fayth Chriſt Teſus, if he looſe his ſoule? VVherebyir 
oppearcth,that the Philoſophers and Heathensrhat had 
not thetrue knowledge of God, nor belecued in him 
nor his promiſe, could not attaine tothe {eliciticof man, 
which 1n farre the greateſt part conliſteth inthe ioyesof 
the heauenly life : But contrariwiſe'by their infidelitie, 
they ſuffer crernall damnation and extrememiſery. And 
then it followeth neceſlarily, that none but Chriſtians, 
andthoſe which belceued in the promiſeof his coming, 
can attaine tothis felicitie or ſoueraigne good , W 
hauc an aſſured hope to be ſaued by the merits and 
on of Chriſt, For they only that are regenerare, and nor 
the Heathen, after the paſſage from this life,areroenioy 
the heauenly liſe;and then they to whom the thingsare 
giuen wherein that part of felicitie conſiſterh Whileſt 
weareinthis world, both being ioyned together, are in 
the eſtate of perfeQt felicitie, 

But firſt before we come to ſhew our opinion of this 
ſoueraigne good or felicitic , let vs peruſe the courſe of 
mens lives, that by obſeruing what the things be that 
men moſtdelire in thislife, rs may the more plainely 
diſcover theirerror, and direct themſclues toabetter 
courſe. Diogenes in a great aſſembly of ingback- 
ward of purpoſe, and ſcing cre imto 
ſcorne, asked them alowd if they were notaſhamed ro Hh 
mock him for going backward when he walked, wheres _— 
as they did ſo all the dayegof theyr life. As if he ſhould = ww 
ſay,that no man followed the right courſe of life, butra- 
ther that all jiived conrratie- to that they ought, Forall 
mendeiretobeina hoppie eſtate, fy; © 
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- :Bur ſevyrake theright courſe to attainetoir. It is c6+ 
” imonly ſfayed, that wiſe men differ from fooles in this, * 
that they ſer vp a marke ro ſhoot at, theſe ſhoot their ar- | 
rowes vp intothe x atrandon, withour any certaine 
mark. And againe,that good men differ inthis from the 
wicked, that ſome propone to thEſeluesa good end, o- | 
thers atteuilend; ſomthart which is good indeed, others 
that whichisgood in ſhew only. Many ſet vpno mark or | 
end at al,to ich they ſhould direQt the courſe of their - 
liſe, but fal from one kind of life into.another,as chance + 
offreth, without any certaincend or purpoſe, Sogedi- - 
rect thecourſe of their lifero ſome end as to a mark, but 
becauſe they miſtake one thing for another, they neuer 
attaine tothat they deſire. Others though they ſee what * 
themark or end is to whichthey ſhuld direQtthecourſe © 
of theic life, which is felicity,yet as men who vſe to rake 
vpon them blindfoldedto find out a poſt or hillocke,or 
ſ{uchlike, wander vp and downe, without finding that - 
They ſeck: ſo they being made blind by their affeQtions, = 
which as Plate faith be very euillcounſellers, & clogged * 
with worldly cores ge away with vnſatiable de- 
fires,beſtow theyr labour'n vaine, & camneuer find that = 
they ſeek for, And though all mendelire one thing, that 
is, a happy eſtate, yer the great difference wee ſee inthe * 
courſe ofth& lives, argueth their miſtaking ſome other - 
thing for that they ſecke after , by meane whereof they * 
canneuer attaineto the endotf their deſires, Letvs look © 
into mens labors, & conlider whar thethings be for the * 
obtaining whereof they employ all their trauel & ſtudy: 
for that ſeemeth the thing which they rake for felicity, + 
or a great meaneto the attaining of it. For every man * 
naturally delireth that which heethinketh to be | ; 
hree 
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of the Felicitie of man, das 
Three things I obſerue that the moſt part of mer 
greedily hunt after, and leaue no ſtonewvnturned, as the 


pleaſure, many ſecke for riches, others labour for ho- 
nor and glory ; in theſe things acc totheir ſeue- 


they are from the rrue felicitic ſhall heereaſter (if God 
wilh e, rather — d of men 
that will vſe reaſon ſor thei ,thenby il ar- 
uments, and by examples ot them whoſe able c- 
ſtate and vnfortunate end hath diſcovered theerror of 
theiggdiſordered &licentious life,that by ſeeking felicity 
where it was not, they found infelicity whereit was, By 
whoſe example after Diogenes counſell, we may become 
wiſe by an other mans harme; for hee is wiſe very late 
that is made wiſe by his own harme. For as Senec« ſaith, 
Lone iter eſt per pr ecepta brene & efficax per exempla, The 
way by precepts is long, by examples ſhort and pithy, 


S 


= 
” 


proverbe is, to attaine to them. Somme deliretoliue in 


rall inclinations they put theyr ſeliciry, But how farre-; 


dtirſtto begin wichpleaſure,wherin ſomelearned' 


men of account among the auncient Philoſophers,as Z- 
picarus and others, ſeeing how willingly men aredrawn 


to pleaſures , held that felicitie or ans oY 8 pood 
ſhould conſiſt, They reaſoned thus: That action isthe 
end or felicity of man, to which by nature of his owne 
accord he is moſt willingly led;but allmen of their own 


accord are moſt willingly led to pleaſures:therfore plea- - 
were 


ſureis the end or felicity of man, But the Epicures 
in Ry deceived , for manazinthe ſabſtanceof 
his bi 4 cm mnrueate brutebeaſts; ſo in his ſpiri 
_ ——  etingintg participa 
reth with Angels. And though h e worſt par 
of his nature given to pleaſure —_— reaſon reprehe 


- 


& blameth his brutiſh affeQions, But thecauſe of this | 


2@Q@ 


"I * 
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onely Chriſtian religion ſhewerh why his affetions are | 
repugnant to reaſon, If felicitic, as the Philoſophersaf+ 
firme, bethe ation of man, then can n-not be © 
in pleaſure, tor that is common with him and brute 
beaſts , but after them it muſtbe an action peculiar and © 
proper to him alone . And ſeeing that man is madeof | 
two diſtintt natures, though by the great wiſedome of * 
the creator wonderfully vnited together, it is more rea» 
ſon that his felicitie ſhould be agreeable with the beſt * 
part of his nature, which is a reaſonadle ſoule, and re- - 
{emblech the Angels that are made atter the image of 
God , then with the worſt part of hisnature, which re- 
ſembleth and is of the like fubſtance to brute beaſts. Bue _ 
he that will enter intothe dueconlideration of mart fe- _ 
licitic, muſt hauereſpect to both his natures, the bodie 
and the ſoule, both which it muſt ina ſort touch, yerac- 
cording to the proportion and difterence of excellency 
that is berweene them , the one repreſentingthe image _ 
of God, being immorrall, the other participating with + 
brute beaſts, being ſubieQto death & corruption, Such 
a felicitie as conliſteth in the momentanie pleaſures of 
this life, the Indian capriues may chalenge., 

The Indians haue a manner , when they haue taken 
one of their enemies priſoner wh6 they meane not pre- 
ſcatly to eate, not to impriſon him, asthe vic is in theſe 
parts of the world , but they bring him with great cry- 
umph imo thevillage , where he dwelleththat hath ca- 
ken him , and there place him-in a houſe of ftome man - 
that was lately ſlaine in the warres , asit wereto receles 
brate his funeralles , and giue vto him his wiues or ſi- © 
ſters toatend ypon him, and to vſc ar hispleaſure, They + 
apparel him gorgeoully after their maner, and feed es ; 

Ms. w 


vvith all the dainty meatesthiat may'be 
him all the pleaſures that can be devited. 'V 
paſſed certaine moneths in all manner of 
tnEpiae, = and is made fat with daintie and delletre 
kea , they aſſemble chemſetuesrc zether at 
ſome feſtival! all day, dic args are) vs rd 8 ) re rothe 
of execution , where they killh ae him 
is is the end of this poore captives ple K 
beginning of his miſeries , Res, :vitians ale is nothing mn 
riortotheyrs, vvhoenioying the of thys life 
fora ſmall time, vvherein they puttheyr felicitie, arere- 
warded vvith death and perpetuall rorments, Foras he 


was taken priſoner by hisenemies, Sinbad 7 
by the deuill, who feedeth theyr with variety. 


of pleaſures, that hee may rom gent ore 
them both body and foule. or bag hr 002, 
firedin hifloric ofthe miſcrableeſia te,a orrunat 
end of thoſerhat have purtheyr felicity,and Fr chrnging 

time in volupruouſnes and pleaſure, which ch 

was ſo much the moregricvous and painfull to Ok. 
« vvas diamerrally contrarie to theyr former delicious 
life, Bur of an iuhnite number let vs draw out a fevve, 
vvherwith he that will not be ſatisfied, tro him more will 
be inſufhcient, 

Sardenepalus King of the Aſſyrians , was ſomuch ad- 
dicted vnto volupttouſnes and pleaſure,that be 
exceſſcin delicate memes & pleaſant drinks, wherewith 
thaw wardphonerny nually ro ſatisfie 
his vnſatiable apperitie, forge Fhr 
would never be ſcene abroadeamong men; bu 
his life like a woman, alvvaies k eptthim ſelf 
the company of harlots, MY / . oy 
counterfeyting alſo in his | 
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12 The fr booke 
In filthy pleaſures and incontinencie hee exceeded the 
moſt infamous ſtrumpets: his luxuriouſneſle reported 
by credible authors, wherin he went beyond all his pre- 
deceſlors was ſuch , that it cannot be vttered withour 
offence to modeſt cares. The Monarchie of the Aſlyri- 
ans that was gorren with great labour and induſtry, and 
increaſed and continued vvith like vertue & valour, was 
by the licentious life of this laſcivious man , cleane 0- 
nerthrovvne, For Arbaces his Lieutenant generall of the 
Medes,a man of great courage,determined to revolt tro 
him ; and becing deſirousto ſee how he ſpent his time, 
by the fauour  , an Eunuch whom hee had corrupted, 
he was let in to Se&r4anapalus,vnder pretence toconferre 
with him of weighty aftaires , where hee found him 
ſpinning among a company of vvomen, apparrelled like 
them, in a more vndecent ſort then the common tame 
went of him. VVhich gaue Arbaces occaſion to diſ- 
dainc him , and encouraged himthe moreto ſhake off 
the yokeof ſubiccion to ſuch an effeminate man. And 
conſpiring with diuer(e others, who he had drawne to 
his ſociety, he came with a great army towards Serdan- 
p4/us,who hearing of the multitude of people that had 
reuolted againſt him , had prepared ſuthcient force to 
encounter with che, And after certaine barrels fought, 
wherin Sardanapalus was victor,preſuming vpon the c0- 
tinuance of his good fortune, he grew ſecure & careleſſe 
of his enemies; & delirous to turne againeto his accu- 

ſtomed luxurious lite, from which he thought himſelfe 
ro hauc bin long weaned, he fallethro his old manners, 

Laxuriant animi rebus plerunque ſecunds, 

And maketh a feaſt to al his army; ſo the day being ſpent 

in banketting & carowling: whe night cam,their heads 

lade with wine,nothing miſtruſting their enemies, who 


they 


Of the Felithtie of man. W_—_ 
they had before vanquiſhed; they gave themſclues tv 
reſt ; which being knowne to 4rbacetby/ his ſpialls, he 
aſlaileth the kings campe inthe deadof the night, and 
finding the vnarmed &vnreadyto hghe , put ſomany of 
them to the (word, that the river of Euphrates was made 
red with their bloud, T heking with a few fled imto the 
city of Nyna, where hee thought himſelfe ſafe, by reaſon 
of the anſwer of an old oracle made to ſom of his proge+ 
nitors, that Nyna,could neuer be wonne vntill the riuer 
became an enimy to the citty, which he thonght could 
neuer cometo paſſe . The rowne was ſo» forrihed with 
walles, that with little reſiſtance the king held out the 
fiege the ſpace of two yeares : the third yeare the ri» 
wer was ſo increaſed with continuallraine that it oucr+ 
threw the walles of thecitty,” and madea breachoftvery 
reat breadth; then Sardanypalus perceiuing thetime of 
wn oracle was come, began todilpaire, andfindingno 
place whereto hide himſeife, teaſthe ſhould: fallinto his 
enemies hands he cauſcd a great tabernacle of wood to 
be ſer vp and compalled it round about withſtore of dry 
wood in the which after he had put all his gold & filuer 
and ſumptuous apparel! , he placed his wives & Eun 
ches in the midſt, and laſtly Chut himſclfe- in among 
them, & cauſing his ſeriants toput firetothe frame ghey. 
were a'l burnt together, Arbaces hearing ofthekings - 
death entred the citty at the breach, andbyagen 


conſent was made king . Thus mi Sarde- 
ara money. | fethe 
Empire of the Aſlyrians, which-wasrhe firfſtmonwchic 


of the world, was no doubt by the inſt ivdgemer of God 
tranſlated fro the Aſlyrians tothe Medes.Burfuch mon- 
ſters of nature ſomtimethe world hathbroughr foorth : 
as Heljogabalia , the Romance Emperour abandoning ail 
vertue 
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verrueand honeftie , gave himſelfe to follow his beaſt- 
ly appetice , that he ſeemed ro furmount all before him, 
bs (8p poſibilitie would ſuffer , all that ſhould ſucceed 
him, in vice and volupruouſneſſe, - 

This Heliogabales of whom graue authors write ſuch 
marter as ſeemeth incredible, whereot a grear part (hall 
be paſſed oucrof mewith ilence,as not meet ro be writ- | 
ren. Heeretted a Counſell of women, who ſhould de- 
termine what manner of attire rhe matrones of Rome 
ſhould weare; and laying aſide all modeſtic,, hecauſed = 
robe'brought imo his pallace greatcompanies of com- 

mon women for his friends, in whoſe company he was 
ſo much delighted , that having gathered rogether all 
the haclots and bawds that could be found , hecomerh 
in perſon into the place where they were aſſembled, ap- 
parelled in a womans attire, and made vntothem a very 
elcquent and well ſtudied oration, calling them Com- 
miluenes., aname by which the noble Capraines and 
Emperours ofthe Romanes, whenthey wold give their 
ſouldiers an honorable title, were vied ro cal th&, which 
ſignifieth companions in warre. The marters which the 
ſtrompers were thereto rreate of with him, wasnewe 
inventions and deviſes of ribaldrie. He would ſomrimes _ 
fit in his chariot ſtarke naked , which ſhould be drawne | 

hthe citic of Rome with foure of the faireſt yong 

woren naked likewiſc rhat could be found , He was in 
his expences about his perſon , his diet, and-hishouſe, *' 
and other —_—_ toyes, vnmeaſurably ſumpruous, 
whichto e will hazard rhecredir of the reporter, 
All his care and imaginarions were howtoexceedin _ 
waſttull expences, to pafſe his timein all manner of de- - 
liciouſneſſe, ſuch as was neuer heard of before. He ne- * 
uer ſac downe, but among: molt fweere and pr 
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floures, with which were mix: diucric kinds of vdorife> = 
rous things » wondertull coſtly , and of moſtdeleQable 
(our. He would never cate but of that which was of 
exceſziue price , and deuiſcd all manner of meanes that 
whatſoever he did eate ſhould be moſt cofflly.He would 
fay , that no fawce made his meate taſt-{0;well as the 
greatnes of the price. His ordinarie-dinners or f 
neuer were of leſſe charge thenonethouſand Markes, 
ſometime aboue ten thouſand pounds, His appateilwas 
alwaycs of purple and cloth of gold, beſet with pearie & 

ecious ſtones of ineſtimable price, cuen tb hisſhooes. 

e would not wearca garment twiſe, or drinke twiſe 
of onecup, whether it were gold or (iluer,butheſhould 
haue it thar waytcd that day a And: what 
ring ſocuer he once drew from his finger, he woakdne+ 
uer put it 0n againe.. The tables, ſiooles, coffers , arid 
whatſoever elſebelonged to hischamber, kitchin,, os 


any other part of his houſe, was of pure gold,,evento 
el A beſevſ 


thacrhing which ſcrucech tothe mo . In place 
of oyle for his lampes , he 'vied excellent balme brought 
from Jurie and Arabia. Not ſo much. but his vrinals 
vvere made of rich precious ſtones, ,V\Vhen he was dif 
fed torakethe ayrein the ficldy,hee world haue with 
imine hundredchariots and litters driven with. infa+ 
mous young wenches and boyes, and with bawdynal- 
cals. VVhen he was neeretheſeacoaſt, he would neuer 
care fiſh, burdainty birds that were brought farre off, 
And whenhe was far fromahe ſea, then hee eace 
nothing bur fiſh brought alive by poſt with eſziue 
charge. V Vhen ſocuer he rooke his bocſe to ride, the 
ground from his dooreto hiy horſe, muſk be coucred 
with the duſtor {OY gold & (iluer, becauſe 
he diſdained to ground with his feet as orher 
Mc 
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men did, Neither did hee make this proviſtodnof dai 


meates for his owne mouth onely, but for all his houſ» 


| ho'd; who hould feede vppon egges and heads of Pars 
tridges, Popingayes, Feſants, and Peacocks, His doggey 
whereof he had agreat number, (hould teede vpon:nos 
thing bur the fleſh of geeſe, His Lyons vvere tcd vvith 
Popingayes and Feſants, All things were doneby this 
Emperourin ſuch diforder,thart it is not poſableto ſet it 
down in order, Hee commanded tur the better gouerns 
ment of Rome,that allthoſe works which were vicd co 
be done in the day time,ſhould be done in the night : & 
thoſe which were vſedto be donein the night, (huld be 
done in the day, And himſclfe vſcd to riſe trom his bed 
whentheSun went downe, & had morning ſalutations 
accordingly: ſorhat the world ſeemed to go backward, 
His bathes were filled with precious oyntments, where» 
of he had great ſtore, becauſe he would never bath him- 


(elſe but once inanyotthem, It he chanced to be in any 


hauen of theſes, he would cauſe all the ſhips there with 


theyr merchandiſeto be ſunke ; and —_ reprchen- 
dedof one of his triends, that rold him theſe exceſsiue 
expenſes were ſufficient to bring him into-pouerty; he 
asked him vvhar could happen berrer ro anian then 19 
be hcyrero himſclfe? Hee waſted in theſe kinds of ex+ 


penſes, all the revenues vvhich novy all the Princes: 
Chriſtian and Heathen doe poſlefle, Amongſtthereſt ; 
of his vayne toyex, he delighied greatly im lugglers and * 
leſters : And as therechaunced the evenbetorea feſti» | 
uall day,a cart-loade of roſes to be brought ro che courr, 2 
and ca(t into a chamber, he commaunded theſe Ivgglers * 
and [eſters ro be throwne among rhe(c Roſes, wheres» * 
in they wereall ſtrangled and flifled , - An other of his 
paſtimes was, hee cauſed ſecretly an humdred pitchers - 


of 
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offliesto betaken & brought ro the court inthe horteſt 
timeof ſommer, & hauing inuited certaineRomansto 
atcaſt, in the midſt of their dinner he caufed his hungry 
flyes to belert looſe , who gave foſh: — 
his gueſts, thar they vere allpur to flight, andt 
tell to their meate, He had alſoa mannertoinuiteto hi 
ſupper cight bald men, eight that had but one eye, eight 
that had the gout, eight that weredeaffe, eight black 
men,cight very tall men,cight exceeding fat men, Many 
other notorious things were comitted by this monſter, 
which tor wearinelle | will forbeareto n_ = _ 
towards his end , that it may reto wharpalletheſe: ,. 
pleaſures brought him, And alancredel al menin the# 
manner of his life , ſo herhoughtro doin his death: For- 
which purpoſe he had prepared halters made of filkero 
hang himſelfe, when occalion ſerued,” Heprepared alſo 
poyſon which he encloſed in veſſels made of Emerauds 
and other precious ſtones , He alſo made a very high 
Tower,couered and copaſſed about with gold &filuer, 
and within were iharp points of rich & ineſtimablepre- 
cious ſtones, to throw himſelfe headlong vponrhem, if 
it chanced him to be driuento that extremitie. He pre- 
pared allo ſwords and daggers of gold and filuer wher- 
with to beſ)aine, & a pond ful of roſewater wherin tobe 
drowned. Bur all tbefe prepara ſcrued nor histurn, 
tor theſouldiers of his guard, having long before'E6ſpi- 
red his death, after they had flaine all thoſe of his adhe- 
rents that were in his palſace, they fond him hidden in a 
privy, where without giuing him leauero chuſehisown 
death,they (lew him & atter they had drawn him like a 
dog through the ſtreets & lanes of Rome, they caſt him 
motheriuer of Tiber , that his body might neuer be 
toud again, nor hauec any other burial; which was _ 
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; Such another was Nero , many of whoſe outragions 

ations ſo farre the bounds of humanirie, that 

they arenot meete tobe Atter he had t 

certaine yeares with good he could no longer dif- 

ſemble his vile nature, addiacd to all manner of diſſa- 

huenele; asthe Poet ſaith; 3; . 
Nataram expellss farca tamen v/que recerret, 


Bur ſought all meanes with exceſsiue charge and in- 
tollerable villanie, to J—_ time in luxuriouſnes and 

re. Herook ſuch delightin ing of bloud,thar 
a great many innocents of the Nobilitie and 0+ 
thers, he put his owne mother to death, & cauſed her ro 
be opened,that he might ſcetheplace where he lay. The 
city of Rome where he dvwelt,head of the Romaine Em-- 
pire, which was then the goodlieſt and moſt floriſhing 
and beſt led citie inthe world, hecauſedto be ſer 
one fire, & would ſuffer none roquench it in fix dayes & 


ſcuen nights; he in the meane time beholding this la- 
mentable ſpectacle 


- With great pleaſure ina high row- 
er (inging certaine verſes of Homer, which contained 
the burning of Troy; to whom the Pocts ſaying may 
bewell applied $ 
Libertas ſcelerum eff virtue & ſumma poteſlas. 
And as one of his pleaſures conliſted in vameaſurable; 
igalitie, he built an houſe that contained a great 
the city of Rome, in which were galleries of a: : 
mile in length ; the ſtuffe and the workmanſhip of ſuch 
curiolitic and charge, asit was ineſtimable; the houſe: 
gilded with \ wh aw” it was of that circuit, thatthere 
was within the c6paſſe of the houſe lakes repreſenting 
a gulfe of the ſea, environed-round about with buil- 
dings ; & beſides orchards & gardens, .thece was _ T 
[4 4 


ofthe 
thar cGpaſſe of the houſe, hadwoads, 


BY foreſt repleniſhed with diverſe kinds of beaſts : 

; RE OR and many other 

| IEEE —_— h the — 

eneſle umpruoul e of the houſe 

ws cm mindeof the maker ; — to moyde | 


prolixitie, I will ſurceaſe further to ſpeake, He ſeemed 
to be of the minde of the auchor that _ 
verics. 
Coſa carach'e ES | I 
Ne 1247 coſa che piaccia. ; 
| Bell | Lancs ns mable expence of his houſe and ma- J 


| the ſea or riuers to ſee fiſh taken , the-chreeds of his 
BY nets muſtbe of gold, and the lines of excellent filke, 
V Vhen he went out of Rome, which was often;beſides 
an infinite number of followers, he had neuer leſſe then 
4 thouſand chariots of moyles, for his |, Wot» 
derfull coſtly furniſhed , and thoſe G—_— 
apparelled in cloth of filuer , and gold, and filke, in 
all exrremitie of ch e, cuen to the ſhoes ofthe 


| ny other buildings, he was as Hecdeianh in RE ; 4 
| wr vnmeaſurably waſtfull in all medings wherein _— 
| any delight, V Vhen for his paſtime he would walke by 4 


moyles, which wereot (iluer, His feaſts, and 
giles which he beſtowed oy of 
uch meſtimable venta it furmounceth | 


He was in all thi 
boue all the reſt 
iy addicted to the pleaſure of women, 
# which becauſe it will 
Jeni Garbcote $0: coghti ny 


mhe fol bodke © . 
Seder as miſerable and Danckll as tis life wit 
diſſolute, and beaſtly , His ryrannous and licentious 
life was become (o odious to all men, that diuerſeof 
his Lieutenantes in ſundry countries renolted againſt 
him at one time, The Senate likewiſe by commoncon.. 
ſent determined to forſake him , and to deny him their 
obedience, VVhich things being knowen vnto him, he. 
beganneto diſpaire, and to be viterly out of hope to be. 
able to make head againſt them. And as a guiltie- 
conſcience eaſi! fallech into extreame feare and. 
deſperation : (0 te ſuppoſing the time was at handin 


which he muſt ſuffer condigne puniſhment for his 
lewd life, like a man almoſt franticke, rent his clo- 
thes, beat his head againſt the walles, and would 
receaue no counſell nor comfore . After ſome pawſe' 
that he was come to himſelfe, herooke a boxe of pold; 
wherein he had pur poyſon, and walked into his gar-. 


dens, where he deliberated with himſelfe, what courſe. 
were beſt for him to take to eſcape from this immi- 
nent miſchicfe. Bur as Guicciardin ſaith ; ; Nibil dr- | 
fieilus witari poteft quans fatum ," & aduerſus imOnh- 
nentia & impendentia mais nullum wvalct | remedium 
Sometimes he thought beſt ro flic ro ſome forraine. 
Prince , . ſometimes to 'yeeld himſelte ro/ ſome »of- 
them that were comming againſt him, and-to de»: 
{iremercie, other whyle to ſhew himſelfe openly ro. 
the people arayed in baſe [| like an abie, and] 
to delire pardon for his wicked life paſt," And if they” 
would nor ſuffer him FAny longertobe —_ yet 
that they would giue him the government of Eg Woes 
to this m/e there was found among his writings: 
after” his death an excellent oration , Nowichſtans. 
ding, he durſt not pur this deuilein practiſe , feariogabs 


_ wit RR — determini —_ 
follow that: ——_ which then ſhould-fall- into bis 
head. And after a little ſleepe about midnight , nevves 
was brought hitn, that the bands of ſouldiers that gar» 
Jed his Pallace had forſaken him. 

This nevves.ſo much amazed him, that hee ſent pre- 
ſently for ſome of his beſt friends, but as in ſuch caſes 
faichfull friends are no whereto be found, ( - 

ers deſerue it,) ſo had he no aunſwere 

them . And therefore with a fevy,of his — 
couered with the darknefle of the night , hee wentin < 
perſonto diverſe of theyr houſes, but © doores would 
not be opened, nor any aunſwere made him. Thus hee 
that a little before was feared , and adored of all the 

 vvorld, returned with ſorrow , in and fcare of 
eucry man, And when he cameto his againe, he 
found it rifled, and all his goods ſtolne away , evento 
— of poyſon, which he had reſerued for his laſt 


VVhich when he aw, he deſpaired ogether of le 
and was delirous of death es gduror, prayed 
him co kill him: which whenhs 
becryedourt ſaying, h hen he andother.loruld, 
enemy ; and ina fury, ready to caſt himſelſe into theri+ 
uer of Tiber, ©* Rs ſome fewe that were with 
him, where bee might hide himſelfe vntill hee mightbe 
aduiſed what he were beſtro do: whereupon a aſerumune 
of his, vndertooke to conuay him foorth of thecitty 


the night; and with much feare & he 
night, mhk ev eoganncs ws 


him to a houſe fower. _ __ where hee 
caſt himſelfe a (imple bed, being hungrie 
and thirſtic, r rae an two be had bun a little 
browne bread and water, The bread herefuſed thows. 
ter he dranke in wonderfull forrowe and feare, to ſee 
himſelfe in that place, V Vhileſt Nero was thus occupi 
as ſwaneas it was day, the Senare cauſed his flight to be 
publiſhed, and by. common conſent he was adiudged an 
enimy to his country , and condemned ro death, and 
men ſent to ſeekeand to execute him, VVhich heauie 
newes being brought him, and perſwaded by. his fol 
lowers to kill himſelfe ; he rooke rwo daggers in his 
hands,and tele whether the points were (harpeenough, 
as though he meamro doerhe aCt, bur being timerous, 
andreprehended of the ſanders by of cowardize, he 

ired one of them firſt to kill himſelfe , by whoſe ex+ 
ample he might be the better taught ro followe, But 
they refuling ſo to inſtrutt him, gane him leaue ro be his 
owne caruer; and hearing the noyſe of the horſemetl 
_ that were ſem bythe Senate to kill him, ſeeing noremes. 
dic, hethruſt his dagger into histhrote, and fo with 
the helpe of one of them that were preſent, flue hims 
ſelfe , whoſe vgly countenaunce repreſenting his mon 
ſtrous conditions , wasterrible ro rhe! beho'ders. This 
was. the miſerable end of this monſter and enemie 
of mankind, in the floure of his youth, whoſe felicirie 
was ſet vppon all manner of pleafnres and voluptuous 
nes, by whoſe exampie men may learne to follow the 
Poets counſell, | y>(4g; | c 

Non tibi quod liceat, ſed quid feciffe decebit, q 

Occurat, mentemque domet reſpettus boneſls. 4 

F itellius mother Emperour of Rome, was among dis 
uers other his notorious vices, ſo luxuriouſly giuer 
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| tare alſo, thar ——_ 


e fi 


erg mares thiroup l 
ha!terabour his necke, andſhametully eden odeathy 


- Bur what ſhall we wonder at — 
litics ,, when of later yeares a ſimple Franciſcance 
| er, Peter de Ruere , after he had 4 artainedrothe digit 


of Cardinall by rhe fauonr of CI ; he 
ſpent intwo yeares, in which he lined at Rome, infeaſts 
and banquers.two hundred thowſand Crownendelides 


' hisdebts, which was as much more, 


In our time cMuleeſſes king of Thunes;was (0 Fan 


ned in'pleaſures,, that being expe from from his king+ 
dome for cre Sp after 


ny,being denyed of the aide he ſought of ref eto 
Charlesthe fift , he ſpent an hundred” Crow 


thedreſing of a peacocke for his owne mouth, 


that he might with more a _ heare muſicke, 'hee 


ved to cover his eyes 


ur the indgernent of God 


fell vpon him ; for his ii forme or brother diſpoſſeſſed him 


of his kingdome,, and provided him #remedierhat hit 
fight ſhould beno longerannoyanceto his ho 
ſing his cyes tobeput out with'a 
S1gebert and others, make — 

Em our of theEaſt, juen to fulnes & yhitroay; 
thatarked the Soothſayers : , he ſhould live long : who 
anſwered him, yea, if he ewouthoynny the ceth and 
priuy members froma wilde'Bore of brafſe that was iri 
the Market-place, Meaning, that he would ſhorten his 
daies, if he were not temperate and continent. VVhich 
came even ſoto paſſeſhortly after, as it hath happened 
toother Emperours md Kings, and men of inferjour oo 


ra 
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man,For wherin cana man more reſemble brutebealty 
and e from his Angelicaltnarure, the1ole 
his belly and his ſenſes? Buvifourp ies 
ded vs in ſyperfluitic of meates, we can compareand 

goe beyond them in'drinking and quaſfing. Therg be 
oy that un Neve, and# itellews, and we 
liogabalus, if they were liuing, in that facultie, Vnhappie 
are they and farre from felicitie, that thinkeit a glorious 
© thingro contend forthe ſuperioritic in carowling , and 
to carrie away, the victorie in ſuch a Bacchanelian come 
bat; which peſtiferous difcaſe,beginneth ſoto creepe in» 
roour ation, by the infeQion of our neighbours, that 
if itbe Hor prevemed by authoritie or lawes, it is tg: 
be feared leaſt it-will grow to be habituall, and rake 
ſuch oc that it will be vnpoſsible co be remoued, and 
ſo conſcquemily, that they which laſt received «,wilga 
beyond them from whom they firſt hadir, For the imis: 
tation of evill alwayes ——___ example. q 

King Edger ſo much deteſted this viceof drimkens 
neſſe,, that he (et an order that no mag (hould dtinke 
beyond acertainering , made roundabout the Na 
cups of purpoſe fora marke. : 

Anacharſis (aith, that the firſt draught i is to qt 
the thirſt, the ſecond for nouriſhment , the third for 
pleaſure, the fourthor madneſle.. 

Auguſtine Lercheimer, reporterh a ſtrange hiſtorie 
of three quafters in Germanie, in the yeare one tho h 
ſand fiue hundred fortie nine. Theſethiree companic 
were in ſuch ajolitic after they had takenintheir ct 
according to the brutiſh manner of that countrie , > 
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eras þe kad then end; who leifiuhe hoeſtment 
ſhould ride over him;wisdrawenout oftheway by the 
legges, & could by no means be wakened ; which when 
the Emperour ſaw, hecauſed himtoberaken vp andca- 


| ried hometo his pallace, and vſed s/he had appointed,” 


He was brought into a faitechamber hanged with coſt- 
ly arras, his clothes taken off, Alaid in a ſtxely bed meer 
for the Emperour himſelfe. Hecontinued in 

rill —_— next-day almoſt noone, VVhenheawaked and 


_ oe ahabieg awhilecoſcehimſcifin Kon kr 


wr nuns arena 
arr rug —comr 


10 verie coſtly garments & all this ee wrt etrng: 

cond V'Vhen he wasready,. there 

was atable (ct and furniſhed with verie daintie-meats; 

and heſet inachaireto eate, attended wichbemve 

Courtiers, & ſerucd asiftheE binpr 

the full of gold plate and diverſe 

—_— Vhen he ſaw Aural eter > YA 
any longer to wonder , and thought iz not goodto 

examinethe matter an y further, buttogke hisformne as 


ircame and felito Me His wayrers with ay node vers 
uerence & dutie obſerued bleccds 


which were his ſignes, tocall for Ann) wrvorr gr 


words he vicd none, As he a” 


ts 1 mheclns Du Hem 
him nay wenn. owne ragges againe, [earriethbine to 
* theplace wherethey found him, -vvhere he lay ſleeping © 
vntil the next day : After he was awakened, and ſellinto 
nes dfblmagaiimancey beeing asked vwhere 
he hadbeene, heanſwered that he had been a (leepe; & 
had the. pleſameſt dreame that euer hee hadin his life; 
arid rold them all that had paſſed ; thinking it had beene 
nothing buta dreame.. Thelike peraduenture would 
happen to the carowſers of theſe daycs ; if they would 
clenſe their minds from this notonous vice of exceſsiue 
quatfing,cuen ro drunkennefſe, and ſomtimes to death, 
and conlider that God hath made them creatures aſter 
—— ,they wou!'d thinke; or for ſhame wiſh, 
chat therime y had iathat ſort ſpent, had been bur 
dreame, But blakeizno diformiry among the Moores; 
Along inueteratecuſtome hath made vice familiar, and 

ay i Ft into rw wer Saint ons ores a" nee 
= Juecin cndurecls 

loſes: Cle Chriſtum : Paſle not your time in . 
w: in chambering, nor i in contentions, burpuron 
leſus Chriſt. 

Olaus Magnus makerh report of a beaſtin the North: 
of Suetia called a lerffe, whoſe properrie is, 'vvhert 
hath kilied his pray, or found ſome carkaſle, hee de- 

voureth ſo-much, and neuer leauerh feeding, varill his 
belly be puffed vp, and ſtrowreth hike a bag-pipe; _ | 
not beeing ableto hold any more, hee goethpreſenr 
between two narrow trees, and ſtraineth our back 

that which he hath caten, and ſo beeing ne unaneys 
-= A <a tothe carkaſle, and filleth himſclie ay 
$ betore, 


# 
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tinually paſsing his life, This beaſtirſeemerh God hath 

crexed ro the'ſhame of gluttonous men; —— 

whole dayes and nights in eating anddrinking, & 

they haue filled themſelues ſo full-thattheyr bodies 

hold no more, they vomir vp tharthey have rakery; and 

rerurneto theyr carowling againe, '23though it vvere 

their fclicity and end for which'God karth made-them; 

'as the Poeth faith; frawdimingk 4 271 
Pluſque cupit ur 4 [ua dl in alnum, 
AE tt —_ _ * 

; 4 cibi eff , ſemperque fit inan ” ET 
VVhich kinde ot {urfers, makerh worke many times for 
the Phiſirion,vvho rurning 'R, an” 1s 
ſometimesa Decipe for a Recipe 5 and ſo payerh 
for his traucltthat haſtnerh himeo hisend\/ (Horace cal+ 
leth fuch men thar givethem(cluescotheir belly, a beaſt 
of Arcadia, that deuourerth the graſſe ofthe earth; Cor- 
nelixs Celſus giuerh this counſaile when men come: to 
meate; Aunquam vil nimis ſatictar, {ape inutilis wimis 
abſlinentia, Overmuch ſatietic is never good, overmuch | 
abſtinence is oſtenhurdull, FOOTY.) 

" Oe draw mento ——_—_ ng ofhim _ 

sdoctrine, and perceiuingthe 

kei lotlons axdfeſily plonkurvneadaedanarais 

Kurt Pro nnd rar en 

mthev of 

which he knew wold not be belieuednor followed bur 

of a few,and thoſe the morebrutiſhſort, burthrearied 

them with a kind ofhell, and .” ” 


fg fomenibes 2 — 
promiſed his followersa as tn nk Dme,, 
CE EE Ee es = 
men deſirein this world ; as fayre Gardens enuironed. 
with pleaſant Rivers, (weet flowers, all kinde of odori» 
ferous ſauours, moſtdelicare fruites, tablcs furniſhed. 
with moſtdainty meares, and pleaſant wines, ſcrued in. 
veſſels of cold with beautiful damſcls which cuery man 
ighevſc at his pleaſure, | E 
he Egyptians Wrara.7; not vnmeete robe vid. 
Een: heyr manner was, in the 
middeſt of th to have brought before theman. 
Anmomyerad eadbody drycd, . thatthe (ight and hor-. 
, ror thereoff _ them in minde to what paſſe them- 
' ſelues come, might conayne them in ' 
modeſiie , Bur ering 9m things are fallen ſo farre 
from theyr right courſe , that that deuiſe willnot fo. 
vvell ſcruetheturne, asif the Carowſers of theſe lat-. 
ter dayes vvere perſwaded, as ©Mahbomet waded 
his fullovvers when hee forbad them the drinkin 2 of 
VVine, #hat in —_—_— there dwelt a devill . Bug. 
vrhenihey have taken intheyr ,it ſeemerh thar® 
nay of them doc ſcare neyther the ine any thing 
Lexater reporteth a hiſtory of a Pariſh Priefti in Ger : 
many, that diſghtiſed himſelfe with a white ſheeteabour 
him , and at midnight came intothe chamberofa rich. 
Canes bed , and faſhioning himſelte like a | 
ſpirit, hethought to pur erin ch eareghatſhewould 
procure a Coniurer or Exorciſtto talke with him , or 
clic ſpeake to him her (elfe . The vvoman deſired, one © 
of her kinſmen to ſlay with her in ber Chamber tho | 
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eitton kdoaiagly xr 
robe fuch's rhar allthe deuils in hp oe 
him afraide, he lay downe vppon a pallet and fell 


Of LS. ws , 


T bofpiti came into rhechamber. 
ſtomed howre, and made ſuch a paar, ev = 
the exorciſt (the wine not beceing yer: 

__ awaked, and Jeapt out of his bed, andtowardthe 
he goeth, who with councerſeitwordes & e 

x ons to make himafrayd. Buethis de 

making no gccount of his thteatnings;\. arethou 

vill pri. he? and, I am his Damme; and fo layeth 

pon him with his cudgell, thatit the 


not changedhis deuils voyce, an dhimſelteto 


be Haas, arid reſcued by the wornan 4hat then knevve 
him,he had bin'likenorto- hauegone out of a- 
live. This vice of drunkennes, / wherein many take ouer 
grear pleaſure , was a great blemiſh to 4Hlexanders: ver- 
res, orhaving won a preat parr of. Aſia;heelayd aſide 
that ſobriery hee brought toorth.. of cAfacedan:; arid 


gave himſelfe ro'the -Juxuriouſneſſe ceo ee 
whom he had conquered.” And paſsingHhistime 
ſting and banquetring inthe: company of 33 
vvas ſo ouercome many times vvith 


he wmnemore infaniiebyche ourrages hecommirted 


commentary bwvaacn 
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ya mes Jars rar 
ander,that hee ſhould greatly, winne the fauourofahe 
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Greekes,if he would commandthe Pallaceof the good: 


lie Citic of Perſepolu ro be (et on fice, the chicte ſeate of 
the kings of Perlia, which in times paſt had benethe des 
ſtruction of ſo many great Cities, T he ſame being con» 
firmed by others as druake asſhe, A/exaxder thatthen 
had in him more inclination of heate then of patience, 
why do not we then(quoth he)revenge Greece,and ſet 
this Citie on fire? V'Vherewith being all chafed with 
_ drinking, they roſe immediatly to burne that Citic in 
their drunkenneſle, whichthe men of warre had 
inthoir furic. And the king himlelfe tirft, and after his 
gueſtes and concubines,ſet hre onthe Pallace,by whoſe 
example others burnt the whole Citie. Thus wasthe 
famous Citicof Perſepolu, head of the Eaft countries,frs 
which ſo many nations had before fetched their lawes, 
the royall ſeate of ſo many mightie kings, the only cerroe 
ſomtimes of Greece, the ſender forth of nayies and ar- 
miesthat onerflowed all Europe, that had done many 
noble as, viterly deſtroyed by the entiſement of a 
drunken ſtrumper , tothe perpetuall ſhame of the ki 
and al his nation. But when Alexander had taken hisreſt, 
and was become better aduiſed, herepented him of this 
fouleaQ,as he did atſo of the kithng ot duerſe of his no« 
ble men in the like drunkenneſle (without judgement) 
which helped him to conquer ſo many nations, fehbrs 
Baptzft that holy Prophet was killed by Herode, in a 
'banquer, 

Thar great king Cambiſes tooke-ouer great pleaſure 
in drinking of wine;and when he asked Prexaſpes his (c- 
cretarie what the Perſians ſayed of him, he anſwered, 
tharthey commended him highly, not withſtiding they 
 thoughr him overmuch giuento wine ; the king being 
therewith veric angrie , cauſed Prexaſpes —_ _ 

Ore 


Of the Felicitie of man. Ir 
before him, and taking his bow-in his hand, Now quoth 
he, if I ſtrike thy ſonnes hart, it willthenappearethat 
am not drunke, butthar the Perſians doche';: butitÞ 
miſſe his hart, they may be believed, And whenhehad 
ſhot at his ſonne, and found his arrow. had pierced his 
hart, he was very glad, andtold him that he had proued 
the Perſians to be lyers, | 
Flielmus king ot the Gothes, was ſo addicted to drin+ 
king, that hee would fit a great partof the night quat- 
fing and carowſing vvith his ſeruaunts : And as-on'& 
time hee ſate aftgr his accuſlomed and beaſtly manner 
earowſing with them, his ſeruaunts beeing as drunkas- 
hee, threvv the King in ſport, into a great veſlcll fullof 
drinke that was (ct in the middeſt of the Hall for theyr 
qualfing, where hee ridiculouſlic and miſcrably caded 
is lite. 

Cineas beemg; Ambaſladour ro Pyrows,, as hee arrived: 
in Egypt, and ſavvethe exceeding height ofthe Vines 
of thatcountry ., conſidering with himſelfe how much: 
euill that fruice brought forth to men; ſaid, that ſuch a 
mother deſerued iuſtly ro be hanged o high,(ceingſhee: 
did beare ſo dangerous a child as wine was, Plata conli- 
dering the hurtthav V Vine did tomen, faid ,. that the: 
Gods icnt wine downe hether, partly fora puniſhment 
of theyr ſinnes, that whenthey aredrunke, one might 
kill another, Pa#lnus Diaconusreporteth a monſtrous 
kinde of quaffing berweene fourcold men at a banquet, 
which they made of purpoſe, Their challenge was,two 
totwo,& hethat dranke to his i drinke 
ſo many times as hee had yeares; the youngeſt of the 
fourc, wascight and fiftic yeeres old; the ſecond three: 
ſcore and three; thethird foure-ſcore-and ſeaven; the: 
tourth foure-ſcorc and twelue: ſothat he which crank 
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leaſt, dranke cight and tiſtie bowlesful of wine, and ig 
conſequently according to theyr yeeres , whereot one 
dranke fouricore and twelue bowles. ' 
The old Romans, when they were diſpoſed to quatte 
Inftily, would drink ſo many carowlſcs as there were let- 
ters in the names of their nuſtreiles, -or louers lo calilic 
were they overcome with this vice, who by their vertue 
ſome other time, became maiſtersof the world, Bur 
theſe deuiſes are peraduenture ſtale ; now,there be :1ner 
deuiſes to prouoke drunkeanes., Againſt ſuch glutons 
that maketheir belly their God, the prgpher Eſaycrieth 
our; Curſed be yee that riſe-catly inthe morning to tol« 
low drunkennefle.,: and'tokit quathng vnrill euening,) 
that the wine may heat you; T he City of the Volcians 
beeing ſometimea famous and well gouerned Citty, & 
head of Hetraria a country in /talic, tell into fuchluxu- 
riouſnes, that they became ſubicct totheir owne ſlaves, 
who firſt preſuming onely to make themſclues of the 
number of the Senatours, ſhortly aſter poſleſſed rhe 
whole common wealth: and ordering allthings attheir: 
plealure, they would marry their Miſtrefles daughters a« 
gainſt theyr vvill, and made a lawe, that all thcir ratiiſh« 
ments of widdowes and married Women ſhould goe vn« 
pumithed , and that no virginihould marryafree man, 
except one of their number had firſt defluured her. Into 
fuch a ſhametull ſerunnde, that which was before one 
ot thechieteſt Cinies in #1alte, by the iuſt indgement of 
God, through their volupwons and delicious life, vvas 
taillen, and were commaunded by their own (laues, and 
enforced continually to ſufter all mannec of villanies, In 
therime of Anteninu Pins, the people of Rome being 
guento drinke without meaſure; hee commanded that 
none thould preſume to (ell wine but in Apothecaries: 
ſhops, 


A. A *& AS 


IT ym 2 35 © oc TY 257 


0/the Felicitie of man, BD 
ſhops, for the ſicke or diſcaſed. | | 
Cyrus of a contrarie diſpolition to the glutons and 
carowſers , in his youth gavenorable fignes,and after- 
ward like examples of fobrictie and frugalitie when 
he was Monarch of the rr + For , 'being deman- 
ded when he was but a boy, of hisgrandfather Aftyages, 
why he would drinkeno wine. Bycauſe, ſayd he, I ob- 
ſerucd yeſterday when you celebrated thefeaſtof yo 
nativitie , ſo ſtrange athing, that ir:conld '\not 
ſome man had pur poiſon intoal the wine that ye drank; 
for at the taking vp ofthe table, there wasnot one man 
in his right minde. By this it appeareth, how rareamat- 
ter it was then to drinkewine, anda thing tobe wor- 
dered atto (ce men drunke ; For when the vie of wing 
was firſt found out; it was raken fora thing medicind- 
ble, and not vſed for acommon drinke, and wasto be 
found rather in Apothecaries ſhops then in Tauernes, 


ViVkoprlgubn ference there was' betweene theft: 


galiric of the former ages, and theluxuriouſnesof theſe 
later dayes, theſe few examples will ſhew , "This Cyrw/ 
as he marched with his armie, one asking him whae 
he would haue provided for his ſupper, heeanſwered, 
bread ; for I hope, ſaith hee; we ſhall find a fountaine 
roſernevs of drinke, VVhen Plats had beene ir) Sicitia; 
being azked whar new or ſtraunge rages. $6499 ſcene; 
I haue ſecne, ſaith hee, a monſter of nature,” 'that 
earah/rwice a day , For | D/onyſiu, whom he meant, 
fickt brought thar cuſtome'into that countrie . "For, 
ir was the vſc among the Hebrewes the Grecian , the 
Romaines, and other nations, to eate'bur once day, 
Bue now many would thinke they ſhould in ſhore 
time be halfe famiſhed ; if they ſhoyid'exe but twice 
a day ; oay rahet Whole dayes! and nights; be-ſeant 
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Golficient for many to continuecating & quaſhng, V Ve 
| may ſay withthe Poet; 
Tempora mutentar Or nos mutaemur in ills, 
Bythe hiſtorie of the ſwine (which by the _ 
of G O D, were vexed by the deuill) we be ara 
moniſhed, chat they which (pend their lives in pleaſures 
and dcliciouſneſſe (ſuch belly-gods asthe world hath 
a ey yo es)thar live like ſwine, ſhall one day be 
agent : for-ſceing they wil not be the 
or GOD, and he ome the holie Ghoſt, 
nam. muſt of necefitic be the habitation of the devill, 
Such ſwine, ſaith one, be they that make their paradice. 
inthis world, and that diſſemble theyr vices, leaſt they: 
ſhould be depriued of their worldly goods, theyrofti« 
Ces, benefices, Prebends,and dignities,tearing leaft they: 
ſhould looſe their carnall plealures,: Such (wine be ſome 
flazerers, thatalltheir lifetime doe nothing bur; emer- 
tainePrinces and great States intheirerrors & plealures,” 
and that hold for the firſt article of theyr fayth,, . thar- 
there isno other God but their belly : for Al thei ig 
on isturned into carnall liberty. 
As forthe law of Icſus Chrift, they will noneof i it it 
15 too full af $, 109 heavie& hard for them . They 
will notdrinke of his cup , the drinke feemeth ro them: 
to be bitter, they muſt haue a Ieſus Chriſt apparcelledin, 
Veluer, more oft, ſweet, and delicate: they willnone 
of theauſteritie 06 lohn Baptiſt, they ſecke not ug; 
Kings Courts, where all manner of plcaſures and des! 
lights are : and they have nane ther « care, buthowe!: 
they mayliveinthis world all at theyr eaſe and pleaſure; 
Burt howſoeuer they couer theyr holes e, and diſ-. 
guiſe theyr conceipts, the time will come; that all ſhall; 
be diſcoucred beloretheface of GOD : which ane 
WW 


Of the Felicitie of man. ww 
vvell vnderftood of Danid, when heſaid; Lord vvhe- 
ther ſhall I withdraw my ſelfe from thy power 2 vvhere 
ſhal! [ hide me from thy face? If I climbe vpto Heauen; 
thon arr there; if  goe downe to hell, thy hande is 
there, &c, VVhat Sodome and Gomorrha ſuffered for 
cheyr filehy pleaſures, isto all men knowne, ».'/ 

Ariſtotle counſelleth men toconſider of pleaſures a 
they are going away , which then ſhew themſelues ſo 
lothſome, and full of vvearineſſe and repentance, that 
men the rather by that meanes will refraine to turne to - 
them againe, 

All men are not given 10 like pleaſures, but ſome 
deſire to pleaſe one of. his ſences/more then the'reſt 
and ſome another, as the Poet ſaith : 7rabit ſus 
que voluptas : and yer cuery one hath beene found ſuf 
ficient to bee many times the deſtraion of theyr fol- 
lowers. Plancas,a Romaine, liucd very delicately , and 
rooke great pleaſure to be made ſweet with. ym 

ug 


- i and pleaſant oyntments , and becing bani 
driven to hide himſelfe from them that ſought him, 
_ found where hee lurked by his ſauars, and{lue 
im. Lott 

Alexander Medices , Duke of Florence, was ſo in- 
temperate in the loue of women, that | Zawrence 
eMedices, his kinſeman and efſpeciall favorite , having 
a determination to kilthim, to- deliver bis countrey 
froma Tyrant, as he termed him, | but chiefly asit 
«| WF ſhould ſeeme, for the delire of gloty, Could find no bet» 
2: cermeanes to + by purpoſe to effeQ (for hee was 
. 8 ſtrongly garded) then to Rs AS 
-- E the fauourof a'gcntlewomen, his kinſew or (iſter, 
: Y with who for her beautic & modeſty, heknew the Duke 

: F robcfancinloue, This Sewer 
2 | 


* 


26 The firit books ; 
in thenight, and whiſperi in his care,telſerh him thar 
wich many per{waſions and certaine promiſes, he had 
artaſt, rhough with great difficultie , wonnethis chaſt 
woman to yeeld ro his delire, and that the ſame 
night ſhe would come to his bed, vppon condition 
neuertheleſle that the matter ſhould be kept in very 
great: ſecret , and that which he had in his behalfe pro- 
miſcd ſhould be fanhfully performed. - "rr vo 
Fiſtula dulce canit volucrem dams decipit anceps * 
VV hich was acertaine ſumme of mony that the Duke 
ſhould lend her to helpe her husbands neceſsitie, who 
being a marchant, was fallen in decay; this he fained to 
be the womans requeſt, ro which the Duke eaſily 
eelded as a verie reaſonable perition , And burning 
m deſire ro ſatishe his luſt, they went preſently to a 
houſe ioyning to Lawrences houſe, whither the Duke 
was vicdoften to goe, from whence he made him ſend 
away two of his chamberlaines rhar followed himz 
leaſt they ſhould finde whereabour he went . Thus 
the Duke being brought intoa chamber, and layed vv- 
 onabed, he adviſed him there to repoſe himlelfe + 
while vntillthe dead of thenight were come, and met 
atreſt, that hemight the more ſecretly and ſafely bring 
the woman to him, He perſwaded the Duke toputoft 
his (word, that he might lye the more eaſily : which be 
ing done, Lawrence wrappeth his girdle quickly about 
the hiles, rhat his (word could nor ſpeedily be drawng, 
and then aduiſerh him to take his reſt, vnrill he hat 
mad?” al! things readie and returned apaine, So het 
draweth the catopiecloſeabourthe bed, and goah his 
wav, and ſhutreth the dooreafter him, V Vhen Lavrant 
. h:dframed alt TW tw his purpoſe, hecalleth a ye 
man his ſccuant , w omthe Pulchad before pardc 
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for man-ſlavghter , and exhorteth him to helpe him as 
hee had promiſed, to kill anotable man, and a great e+ 
nemie of his: that there wanted nothing , bur todoe it 
with courage, and not to beterrified with his counte- 
nance, there was no danger inthe matter , The 
mgly to kill him, whoſoe- 
ver hee were, if it were the Prince himſelfe. Thou haſt 
deuinedrightly, quoth Zazrence, it is even he, heere we 
have him faſt locked in this chamber aſleepe. Hee ope- 


 neth the doore ſoftly, and in they goeinto rhe chamber, 


with one baſe fellow more,and finding the Prince row- 
ting, Lawrence drawcth his ſword, and thruſtit into his 


ide. 


The Duke beeing terrified vvith the blow, caſteth 


 bimſelferothe other (ide, and crept n his handes 


and feete vnderthe bed, and as the reſt firooke at him, 
he got foorth againe, and like a Lyon flyeth vppon Zas- 
rence, and got his leſt thombeinto his mourhiand brake 
it ſo, as Lawrence was faine to call to his companion for 


© helpe, who ar laſt killed the Duke. And though there 


; © vvas a greatnoyſe in the Chamber, ' and the Duke a- 


lowde called him Traytor,yet none of the houſe that 
heard it, miſtruſted any ſuch matter, becaiiſe Zaarence 
had craftily accuſtomed them to thelike noyſ(e, in play- 
ing with his companions, and throwing ſtooles and cu- 
ſhions about the houſe, purpoſely to deceive hem at 
thistme. Thus through the deſire of this fleſhly plea- 


ſure, Alexander eMedices was ſlaine by his owne couſin 


and friend, that had none other meanes toentrap him, 
and he himſelfe was afterward ſNaine at Yenice . Plantus 
ſaith, Nox, vinum, mulier, nihil pernicioſins homini ado- 
leſcenmtulo, The night, wine, a vvoman, nothing is more 
pernicious to ayoung man, One faith, that there is nor 

D 3; a 
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amore -capitall enemy given by narure toa man, then 


| 
The Biſhoppe of rooke (uchpleaſure 
in thatas ig tee ie _ -_y 
he with and gentlewomen, hee ferched at 
of .rage he fell downe and brake his neck; 
andthe gendewoman alſo that daunced with him: = 
wſt iudgemene of God,. 

There isno greater hinderacetoche arayning of fe 
licitie, then the delice of fleſhly pleaſures, which hach 
not onely bcene the deſtruction of many private per- 
ſons,bur alſo the ruine of maoy ſtates & kingdoms, Tar« 


Sextus, ſonne to Tarquimins Superbus, king ofthe 
"anne being with his Fake attheſiegeof Aries, ſit 


at (upper youu divers young'\gentlemen,there grew 
4h among them, . which of them hadthemo« 
gcſteſt woman to wo wiſe. And as eu —_—_— preferred 


his owne before the reſt, what need matty vvords; 
ſaid Collatins, busband to Lacrecia, when Rome becing 
at hand; we may ſoone decidethis controueriie ? Lety 
take our horſes, and gallop preſently to Rome , and as 
we (hall hnd our wives occupied,ſo weſhall havecauſe 
to judge of their diſyolition, 

Euery man allowed of themotien; ws raking a 
horſes, they foorthwith gallopedto Rome, bering dark 
maght, and vawares to chem, - vyent to vilit their WIUCH, 

om they found feafting,and paſing the time-in pleas 
ſures, But when they came to Collatmees houſe, they 
found the doores kidur,; and Zzcyetia ſpinning.in the 
middeſt of her maydes. Then was the ſentence ined 
by all cheyr —_ with Colatins, they all commen- 

ding the modeſtic of Lacretia, Collatine then being vic. 
tor, inuited them all ro dinner the next day ; Bur after 


theyr 
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Of the Felicitie of man, 
cheic returne tothe campe, the Kings ſormebe 
ſhed vvith the beautice and 1 modeſiicef Lucretia , 
allmeanes bow cofvlbill bisluſt;/ And for thar 
commingto Rome on arimeſecretlyin theeveni 
(upped with Zecretia, and diſſembling hisintent, 
in her houſe, VVhenthedead of the night was come, 
pr erreyrararkn andperpera papain 
er with threatni ent 
ſhame,char abuli og he fo pliciy of themode woman, 
thee ſuffered himec to vic his will. 
V Vhen day vvascome, and hee gone, ſhee ſent pre- 
ſently for her Father, her husband;, and kinsfolkes; ler- 
ting them to vnderſtand that a great: misfortune »had 
happened to her. V Vhen they werecome; 
by her ſad countenance, that all was not well ; her 
band asked whether all t were fafein his houſe; 
ſhe, like one in atraunce,flood (ient; vnable roaunſvwer 
them a word. Bur.they vrging ſtillzo know'thecauſcot 
her heavineſſe, and a a had:befalien her, afteralitle 
pauſe, beeing come to herſelte, her cheekes watered 
vvith abundance of teates ; ' V Vhat, (aide ſhee) can 
bee accounted ſafe to a vvoman, vvhen ber chaſtitic 
5 loſt? Thy bed,ray husband; thatherherco harhi beene 
kept vniported, is now defiled by theKingi ſonne; who 
comming to me yeſter-night , Was 
entertained of mee as a gueſt, and lodged in my houſe as 
a friende, alrogether t of his ment: bur-when 
bymy bed fide with-bis'ridggerinbiiirh chang, 
my 
leſthand vpon my breſt, hold thy wm. (quorh 
he) Newnan rhe ay word, 
thys 19s dagger (hall-bethy death,  T hen begante hee to 
vilanous minde, and mibtgling _—_ 
_— wit 


dingy my reſt. he brake imo 


38 The fir? booke NN 
a more capitall enemy giuen by nature to a man, then 


* 


plealure, | 
The Biſhoppe of Magdeburge tooke ſuchpleaſure 

in ing, thatas hee daunced on a time vntill mids 
ight with Ladies and gentlewomen, hee ferched atthe 

aft ſucha friſco,rhat he fell downe and brake his neck, 
andthe genuewoman alſo that daunced with him: the 
wſt iudgemene of God,. | | , 
\, There isno greater hinderanceto the atrayning of fe- 
licitie, then the delice of fleſhly pleaſures, which hath 
not onely beene the deſtruction of many private per- 
ſons,bur alſo the ruine of mavy ſtates & kingdoms, Tar« 
wine Sextus, (onne to Tarquinins Superbus, king of the 
[oaks pr with his attheſliegeof Ardea,ſir- 
ting at ſupper with divers young gentlemen,there grew 
aqueſtionamong them, . which of them had themo+ 
deſteſt woman to his wite.. And-as every-man preferred. 
his owne before the re{t, what-need thele many vvords; 
laid Collatins, busband to Lececis, when Rome becing 
at hand, we may ſoone decidethis controucrizte ? Letvy 
take our horſes, and gallop preſently to Rome , and as 
we ſhall find our wives occupied, lo we ſhall hauecauſe 
to 1udge of their diſfolition, allurftim i bod 
Eucry man allowed of themonon, and raking 1heit 
horſes, they foorthwith gallopedto Rome, bering dark 
ght, and vawares to chem,  vyent to valit their wines, 
whom they found teafting,and paſting the time-in pleas 
{ures, Burt when they came to Collatmecs houſe, rhey 
tound the doores faſt (hut , and Zacyeria ſpinning in the 
middeſt of her maydes. Then was the ſentence given 
by all theyr conſents with Collatins , they all commen= 
ding the modeſtic of Lacretia, Collatine then being vices. 
tor, inuited them all ro dinner the next day , Bur after 


theyr 
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cheir returne torhecampe, the Kings ſorme rani- 
(hed vvith the beautic and modeſticof Zacretia , 
2ll meanes how cofultill hisluſt;,” And for that purpoſe 
comming to Rome on arimeſecrerlyin theevening, he 
ſupped with Zecretia, and diſſembling his intent, 
in her houſe, V Vhenthedead of te night wescome, was come, 

hebrake into her —C 
her with threatnings ent I 
ſhame,thar wo, mpliviey of themode woman, 
thee ſuffered him to vic his will. 
V Vhen day vvas come, and hee gone, ſhee ſent pre- 
« ſently for her Father, her husband,, and kinsfolkes, ler- 
2 ting them to vnderſtand that a great: misforrune 'had 
.& happenedro her. V Vhen they werecome;perc 
i B by her ſad countenance, that all was not well ; her haf- 
band asked whether all things werefafe in his houſes 
ſhe, like one in a traunce,flood (ilent; vnable roaciedbend 
them a word. Bur.they vrging ſtillxo know thecauſeof 
her heavineſſe, and vvhat had: befalien her , afreralittle 
pauſc, beeing come to herſelfe, her cheekes watered 
vvith abundance of teates ; VVhar, (faide ſhee) can 
bee accounted ſafe to a vvoman, vyvhen her chaſtirie 
is loſt ? Thy bed,;my husband,chatherherto hath beene 
kept vniported, is now defiled by the Kings ſonne; who 
comming to me yeſter-night , Was 
enmertained of mee as a gueſt, ant ed inmyhoulees 
a friende, alrogether i t of his intent: bur when 
| wewereallar reſt. he brake imro mychamber,; and ſtan- 
ding by my wrpatemnrnry | 
and hi left hand vpon my breſt, hold thy tout 
he) Zacretia, I am Tarquinias,) if thou 
thys dagger (hallbethydeath, Then ven ro 
diſcoucr his villanous mindey and mitgling threats 
D 4 with 
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40 - Thefirit booke 
with amorons words, ſhewed me whar paine and ror. 
ment he had ſuffred for my ſake . But the Gods thaz | 
neuer faile ro ſtrengthen them that carie an honeſt 
minde, gaue me ſufficient power to reliſt his rrecheroug 
temptations, and by contempt of death, to preferre 
an honeſt fame before a (hametull life , And when 
he perceived, that I would neither be entiſed with his 
2morous words, nor terrified with his threats of death, 
he altered his courſe, and aſſured me, if I would not 
conſent to his will, he would puta flauenaked into 
my bed, and after he had killed vs both , he would 
make it knowne to the world, that he found vs in a- 
dulterie . Then the fcare of all ſhame and in- 
famic, rome, and toall you my kinsfolkes , prevailing 
more with me, then the terror of death, though my 
hart conſented not , my body yeelded ro fulhil his luſt, 
Andalbcit I abſolue my ſelte ot the fault, yer | vill nor 
remit to my ſe!fe the paines of death, leaſt any matrone 
of Rome ſhould hereafter take occalion, by mine exam- 
ple, to live when her honor is loſt. VVhen ſhe had thus 
ſpoken, and taken them all by the hand, requiriag them 
as they were men, not to ſufter this villanie, which rea- 
ched alſo to theE,to paſle vnrevenged, whulcſt they were 
cotorting of her, & aduiling hernortorakethe matrer 
ſo grieuouſly, ſecing there was no far lt wherethe heart 
conlentednor , (he tooke out a knife, which (he had ſe- 
ſecretly hidden vnder herclothes, and thruſt it into her 
hart. T hen was there great cries and lamentation by her 
tsband and friends, & Bratzs oneof the perceiving her 
dead, druethe knife out of her body,& kiſzing the ſame, 
did (o'enly ſweare by the bloud of that modeſt woman, 
he would not ſuffer that iniurie to goe vnrevenged, nor 


that any king hereafter ſhould raigne ouer thepeople 
of 
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of Rome:whereunto whenthereſt codiſcended;hecar- 
ried the dead body intothe market place,and perſwaded 
the yong men to ioyne with him, inreuenge of thisab- 
hominableact,and to expell their king:whereumo they 
_ reed, and armed themſelues, and would nor ſut- 
fer the king , nor any of his toemerany moreimothe 
citie, and erected anewſtate, tranſlating the gouern- 
ment from a Monarchie toa common wealth . Thus 
by the inceſtnous att of this yong man, Tarquinize loſt 
his kingdome from himſelfe and his poſteritie. 

By the like occaſion of a libidinous delire, aftercer- 
raine yeares that the Romaines had chaunged their 
goucrnment of two Conſuls totenprincipall men, they 
returned it backe againe from them to rwo Conſuls, 
For Appins Claudine one of the ten gonernours, was (0 
extremely enamoured vppon a young virgin that was 
contracted to a young Gentleman, that when he ſaw 
ſhe would not be entiſed with his faire promiſes and 
pifts, he entred into a moſt odious and wicked praiſe, 

e cauſed a young man that he had broughe vp, as ſhe 
went foorth of her fathers houſe intothetowne , who 
was then in the warres, tochallenge her forhisſlaue, 
and to bring her before him, as he fate in iudgement, 
that he, by adiudging her to him, might by that meanes 
haue h's will of her. This man according to his inſtru- 
Cons, claimed her openly inthe Court, and ſayd, that 
ſhe was borne in his houſe , and ſtolen from him, and 
conucyed to the houſe of Y reinius, who fallly rooke 
vpon him to be her father, which he offredroproue be- 
fore him, and deſired iuſtice, that he might hane his 
flaue reſtored ro him againe., There was a great con- 
courſe -of people to ſee the end of this tragedie, and 


much mucmucing againſt Appize , whoſe — 


42 The fr i booke = 
ethey began ro conicQure., And as her friends des 
him, that for as much as her Father was abſcntin 
ſeruice of the common wealth, the matter might be 
ſtayed vntill his returne : Appmes anſwered , that he was 
comented to deferre iudgement vntill the next day, yer 
ſo as he that challenged her , might recciue no prei 
dice, which would be , if he ſhould looſe the poſlefsion 
ot her; &theceforc he would take order that he ſhould 
put in ſufficient ſuretie to bringthe damlell inplace a« 
eaine, When her father was come, and then hee would 
1adge her to him that ſhould hauebelt right , - Ar theſe 
words, he that ſhould be her husband , preſled rocome 
neare to lay hold vpon his wife , but being kept out b 
Appius commandement , he cried out vppon his vnin 
ſentence, and told him he would rather dye, then ſufter 
his wite to bee taken from him; and after many hor 
wordes , hoc perccining the diſcontentment of the 
people, (er her athibertie vniill the next day, and ſent ſe+ 
cretly tothe campe , to ſome of his friends, to ſtay her 
taher there. But Yirgenius friends having prevented. 
him, hecameto Rome the ſame night . Thenext day 
when Appizs had (ittena while in the place of ___ 
ment, betore he that challenged the yong woman for his 
flane ſpake any word to demaund her , and before her 
father could come to anſwer for her, headiuged hee 
tothe young manthat chalenged her , Asall men ood 
lilent, and aſtoniſhed at his yniuſt ſentence, andthe ſa- 
ther exclaiming, and rayling 1 Appics, he that made 
the challenge offred to take her away as his ſlaue 5; bur 
interrupted by the lamentable cryes of the women that 
vyere preſent, Appius commandeth lilence, and a way to 
be madetor him tocarry away his(laue, Then one 
departed with great ſfurrow and anger , and left the 


young 
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43 
7 i virgin alone with her maiſter c Thefather ſcei 
| Ns daughter left alone , voyde of all ſuccour, holderh 
WH vphis hands to Appixcs, and deſired for his vnre- 
$ WW ucrent ſpecch , and that he might leauea littleto 
t  ſpeake with his wife & daughrer apart, totheend, that 


it his wife would ſay that ſhe was not his owne daugh- 
ter, but that he had hitherto falſly viurped the name of 
her father,he would be content toleaue her, Appias,ſup- 
poling hee meant as he ſpake, licenſed them'to goe 
ode T henthe father taking aknifeſecretlyin his hand; 
There is no other meanes, my daughrer, (ſaid he) to (er 
thee at libertic but this, and therewith hee thruſt the 
knife to her heart . And looking vp tothe ent 
ſcate where Appius (arte ; Tothee Appiue ,, (quoih he) and 
is thy head, 1 conſecrate thu bloud : Then was there . 
t lamentation andoutcryes among the people, and 

the women crying, Is this the comfort of bringi 'P 

our children?isthisthe reward of chaſtine ? And thoug 
Appies commanded Yirginw to be apprebended, , yet 
heeſcaped , and went to the campe, wherethe vniuſt 
ſentence of Appins was ſo much dereſted,, and the ne- 
ceſiitic of the fact fo much lamented, that chey 
came armedto Rome,and deprived the ren Magiſtrates, 
and altered the forme of goucrnment to rwo Conſuls 
againe, andcaſt Appias in priſon , wherefor ſorrowand 
ſhame he ended his dayes. 

Amonius a Loy , and one of the _ 
pall rsof the Romane Empire, t 
IG 6b Gat in the fond loue EO_—_ 
of Egypt, loſt not only his fame and rule which he had 
ouer diuerſe kingdomes and countreys, but his life allo, 
and hers, vpon whom he was ſo much beſotted.; This 
Anjonize maicied with the (iſter of 0favian, anorber 
principall 
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was called Awuga#us Ceſar. But the laſciuious entiſes. 
ments of Clegp«rrs,made ſuch an impreſiion inthe flexj+ 
ble diſpofition of 4#tenius, that hee lirtle bis 
own wife, gaue himſelfe wholy to the louc of Cleoparrs, 
which was the chiefe cauſe of the ruine of them both, 
and the aduauncement of 0da#ian to the Monarchicof 
the world, For 04zzies conceiuing great diſpleaſure a- 
gainſt A#cewizs for his liſters cauſe, gatheredtogerherg 
| greatnavieto make warre vpon him, who had madethe_ 
hke ifion to encounter with ——_— 4 
rwo mighty poteneates, with rwo huge nauies,. 
wherein were dedrhe forces oo all _ Princes ad: 
,totheyr ayde, met together withlike vvill a 

nn bur mt like fortune, Forin the beginn 
ot the fight, Cleopetrs, who accompanied Antonize witl 
the Egyptian fleete , fledde backe againe into Alexan- 
dria, trom whence they came: vvhich when Jatoniue 
ſaw, beeing oucrcome rather withthe blind love of the 
Queene, then with his enemies forces, followed after 
her, and left the victory ro0Hazizn, who purſued them 
both to Alexandria , where Antonius beeing arrived , & 
ing his Nauieco ioyne with: his enemy , and at 
the ſame time alſo forſaken of his horſemen, hee 
ouras hee wenrin the Citty, that hee was betrayed to 
thembyC 4, to whom for her ſake hee becamean 
enemy, VVhich when Cle heard, fearing the fu-. 
ric of Antenims,ſhe (hut herſeltein her Sepulcher,which 
ſhe had before (o artificially , tharbeeing once 
made faſt, no man could eaſily enter intoir, without the 
belpeof them that were within , and ſent word to 4n- 
tonixs that ſhe had ſlaine herſelfe, 
Atter Antonize was come to himfelfe , hearing and 

| belee- 


belecning theſe evilinewes; 


hee) theoonayrend | 

OT hn Chamber, ad yornin hte 
encring into his Chamber, —— 

Chipavre, (q con hey TatctcrGireptnees 
rom hte 2 rebar ns ew 
Emperor as1 am,ſhould be-ſurmountedin forty 
a vromen, Then Axtonixe rurningto hiztman Emery who 
be had proded before kin ae were ropu: 
red him toperforme hispromiſe; # his (word 
in his hand, and making as hee 
Maiſter, fuddenily rurnedthe 


andifiethinſeler 
Maiſters feete, V Vhich when antoninefaw ; a 


Eros (quoth he)thou haſt aptly traughtme by ;thine own 
Exam wack thoucou Ayo rapes hart todoc 


chy and there-with hee tioſtthe ford into his 

owne belly, and SR - bk 
Antonia perceiuing at is wound was not preſene 

ing deſired his ſeruaunts to ors es.» eh 


Raw her, terdowne odmearcta eviacenatie 
'the doore ſhee-would/nor y and la- 
bour drewe _—_ Sel | A 


liciete , that vaoletiadin Angers” mis 
tieſt man/;'amd'that now it- was'no diſgrace fora: - 
manero be overcome of Romans, After which words 
4 celd-vprticghoſt,VVhECoſer zard 
ſent Proculeites preſeruly to Cieaper 
tn rr ro foreſce that ſhee might come live 
into hispower, meaning topreſerue'her for histritipl 
Buraftor he had talked with Cleopatra ,: and perceive 
thatſhe would not \levhim into ber ſepulcher , Jerks 
ſed ladders robe ferro:the'window; 'where- 
cameinto her and whilcſt another held herior 
hewich two od his ſeruants conveyed themſduesſe 


cretly into thrſepulcher, Then ane'of the wamen c 


ingour .oh vnhappicCleepetrs, thou art taken alive, ft 
hm. ary and eſpying Proculeius',. tooke a 


which the bad readie.; 2nd offriogto kill her ſelſe, | - 


o—_ baſtrly ro herandha _— tneford, & 
heratiarthedid wrong herſelf.and4o 


wem about ro rake gene mrmnmiccy 19s 

and mereifull Prince, eo ( to (ſhew her fauour, VVhen th 

'had gortEher out of the ſepulcher,' after a few dayes,C 4 
ſarcame to ſee her, of whom ſhe obrtainedicane, to 
tebrareche funcrals -of Avteniav I ANNER nc a 
And when ſhe had prepared 

with ſuch pompe a3 thevimethen em fon 


CR 
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ſafe cutie eaſt this favidhbocks ſhowed peri by 
weeping and lamenting, which ispreſerucd to none o= 
ther purpoſe, | burrorriumph ouerthee;' Thoumuſt 
looke for noneorher (acrifice; nor CON 
the laſt thou muſt haue of Cleopatra 
noforcewas able 10 ſeparate vs ; rages: or 
dead , itis robe doubtedieaſt we ſhall chaunge places, 
that thou a Romane, ſhalclye in Egype;,; and lan Egyp- 
clan) in teal; Bur iſche Godes there, —__— 
ar vertue, ſuſfer.me not robeledawayaliue, totti«. 
umgh over thee, but receive; me {to.thee-into this. 
wmbe, | For of an infinitenumberofmilcries; where- 
with I wretched woman am ed, there is none-{o 
p_ to"me.,.as'1 > time that] have 
wihee;: After he 
ſelfeand him, and embraced the tomibe;, -with manie 
rears, ſhe wentto her dinner, that wes prouided for 
ene to go . Aſter ſhe had.dined ; and. ſent 
lerters ro .orhet from her ,1and 
wentinto the ry or ops ra onely, 
CSRITS + As Caſer was 


they found Te Sr TS 


Cpheyrogend off entay kings, adrhevotah s il 
onerdrad: Firfeme wendiaualyaiche menicre | 
| herdeath. er es eryys wma gr” 
weveraſeſigiree.. '34.) 458 114; 211 
The delireof the like behbpalenforcmmerhes eftruce 
tion of Spaine, which the Paynims recourred from'th 
Chriſtians, For intheraigne of king Rederick, there wy: 
a Prince in Spaine called /wljew Earle of Ceptay, who | 
8 davghrer ot excellent beauty; and wiſcdome, called 
Cabs : this damſeti becingſent tothe court'tomrend) Js 
onthe Queene, theking fell ſo extremely in loue vvitt 
her, that perceining ſhee would nor be enticed to agre 
co ſatisfie his inor deſire, bee tooke h 


i #4 tn tw ow tw A ww 


force, anddefloured her in his Pallace: The which wh& 
Count [alja» vnderſtood , hee received thereof ſuch 
griefe, that he determincdro nj 


vpon the} 
ter, thathe m 


hee pra — tinge a Mode 

oy , promiting'to S evnderhiss 
Aimee, wide boring drone; a 

Countsayde, joyned in batrell with king Xedericke; ar id 
 afteryreat ſpoile done tothe Country, overthrew him|} 
with all his nobilitie and armie hr ter erate if 
uer after be found quicke ordend: andthe Mooresnc 


0/1 the Felicitie of man, 49 
VVhen men let looſe the raynesof rtheyr affefions, 
and ſuffer themſclues ro- be ouercome vvith amorous: 
palsions, neither feare of God, nor reſpect of men, nor 
regard rotheir own (atery, for the moſt part, reſtraineth/ 
them from attempting all manner of impietics, to effec-: 
tunce their diſſolute delires. Such paſsions excited Hip- 
politus Cardinall of Eſte,to commit amoſtcruell and vn- 
naturall a&t againſt hisowne brother . This Cardinall,; 
or rather carnall, and his brother, were bath 
in loue with one woman, and perceiving that ſhe affec- 
ted his brother more then him, hee asked her thecauſe: 
ſhe confeſſed that the w__ his eyes , allured her li- 
king morethen all the reſt, The Cardinall Tarn. on 
a great fury, watching for oportunity, found his br 
onatimea hunting ; and <papaſeagnnn abour vvith 
is followers,madc him alightfrom his horſe, and cau- 


ſed his footemen to plucke his brothers eyes out of his 


head, he beholdingthe matter whileſt it was doing, c6- 

trary to all humanitie, 
on bene cum ſociis reena V enuſque manent, 

That act was no more wicked , then this was foo- 

iſh. Galeace a Gentleman of Mantua courting a dam= 

ſell with whom he was in loue , as they floode a 

dridge, ſayd that he would ſuffer a thouſand deaths for 

her (ervice, if it were poſable, Shee in ieſt commanded 

him tocaſt himſelfe into the river ; which hee preſemily. 

did, and wasdrowned, 

The like fonde loue brought Pyrramws and Thyvrbe, 

a young man and maydeto the like ende. Theſerwo 

young folkes vvere exceedingly inloue together: and 

reed vppon 
farreoff ; vwhere 


Thy 


Thysbe chau firſt ro come, finding there a Lyon, ſhe 
hid her ſelfe (or feare, leauing behinde her (for haſt)the 
things, which ſhe did weare vpon her head : which bes 
ingraken away by the Lyon, and found by Pyrramus; 
ſuppoling his love was deuoured by the Lyon, he flue 
bimſelfe. 7hysbe nor long after rer1 tothe place ap» 
need, and finding her louer dead, flue her elfe with 
ſis ſword, But this louethat followeth, wrought nor {c 
euill an effect. F 
A french Gentleman lying with his loue a Cours 
tiſanin Rome, as he was in the morning about roput 
on his chaine of gold , which was wont to come fou 
times about his necke, it would then go but three times 
about, And as he was muling with himſelte how 
matrer ſhould come to paſſe , the Courtiſan (who had 
vmtyedſecretlic the linckes, and ſtolen part of the chain 
away) made ſhew as though ſhe maruelled why he 
looked fo fad , and asked the Gentleman whether hee 
felt any prieſe: It ſcemerh (quoth ſhe) you haveraketr 
ſome cold, becauſe your head is waxed great, and yc 
face ſwollen; and therewith ſhe pntaglaſſe in his han 
of that ſort that maketh things ſhew greater and larger 
then they are indeed, The Frenchman looking inthe 
glaſle, 40 rows} that his head was ſwolne, 2nd that he 
was fallen into ſome ſtrange diſcaſe, left muling 
chaine , and bewailed himſelfe afterward to the Eien 
as though he had been dangerouſly diſcaſed. | 
There was a young man-in Friburge ſo deſirous of 
the companie of a young mayden, with whom 
was inloue, that being promiſed by a Necroma 
he ſhould enioy her companie, and for that purpe 
with-drawing thEſelues into a ſecret place of the houſe, 
he cauſed the deuill to ſhew himſelte ro them , in-like 
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Of the Felicitie of mas. =_ 
neſſe of this virgin; and when the young man-offred 
ro rake her by the hand, the ſpiricecaſt ima the 
walls, andſlue him , andcaſt hiscarkaſſe with ſach vi- 
olence artthe Coniurer , that hee lay halſe dead agreat 
while, | * 

Abauſahid king of Fez , by the report of Leo of A 
JS ſlaine and his fixe children by his Secretarie, 
for iduſiag his wife. In the timeof Phillip the fayre, 
king of France, two knights were flayed aliveforwhor- 
dome , with the Queene of Nauarre, andthe Coun- 


refle of Marche, and they condemned to prpperuall 
non, 

: 1slu Ceſar that great Monarch, after he had made 
conqueſt of Germanie, Spaine, Fraunce, England, lralie, 
Greece, and of Pompey his enemie, had liketo haveſut> 
fred a (hamefull death, through the pleaſure he tookein 
the tond lone of Clropatrs, whoſe companieto enioy, he 
went to Alexandriain diſguiſed apparell , where an Eu- 
nuch and a child werelike to have ſlaine him; if hee had 
not caſt himſelte from a high rower into the ſea,& ſaued 
his life by ſwimming to his campe, vnder thegallyes of 
hisenemies, 

Theſe paſsions of love, doe worke wonderfull and 
ſtrange things in many thar yeelde themſelues tobee 


overcome by them, Hiſtoriographers 'report 'of a 
young man in Athens, of verieguod parentage , and 
rich, that was ſo enamovured vppon an Image of mar- 
ble , - verie artificiallie made , and'ſa vp inapublicke 
place, that he would 'embraceand make loue to it, '2$ 
though it were a living creature; and could not en- 
dure it to be out of his{ight, bur alwayes remained by 
it. Andifit chanced himto' beefromrhe Image, hee 


would weepe and lament fo gnncdIP AGING 
2 pittie 


2 The fo i booke 
paieanybardbean to behold him. This paſsion g 


in him, that he made ſure ro the Senate 


ſell the Image to him, for ſuch price as themſelues would 
demaund , that he might remooneit fromthenceto hi 


i 


owne dwelling place . Bur the Senate denying hisres 


queſt, becauſe ic wasa publicke thing, hee cauſedto be 
made a rich crowne ot gold, with other iewels a 


F 


ſumptuous attire, and put it vponthe Image, whicli he 


beheld and adored in ſuch extremitie, that the peox 6 


beg mouedat his fullic, forbad him ro come any more 
neare it: whereat he conceiued ſuch griefe and diſplea« 


ſure, that he killed himſelle, 

Darius in terris nihileſt _ vine! emante, 
© Nec mods, ſi ſapias, quod minus eſſe velw. 
And thoygh this be verie firange, yetthat which 
dible Authors write of king Xerxes,is more ſtrange or 
ther monſtrous. T hey report that hee was (o farre 


mered vpona Planetree, that hee would make loue 4 


ir, asif it had beene a very faire woman. 
The deiire of this fle(thly pleaſure brought ſoc 
amoſt vile and wicked Sect, among the Friers: 


Religious men at Naples, in the time of Pope Egidijutt 
As there happencda diſlention among, the Popes, 
theſc Friers, in comempr of Chriſtian Religion; woul 
aſlemble them(elucs together in the night, both meg 


and women, in Caues and other fecret places fitfe 
theyr purpole : where , to:couer theyre villanic wit 
lomeſhevve of honeſlie, the Prieftes/-that were x 


mopg them, vvould ling Plaimes, after 'the 'manne 


of Chrillians, V Vhich becing finiſhed, the Prieſts 


it 'vwvere beginning a Sermon, ) would ſay ſome thing 
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to conhrme theyr vvicked. etrour ;the effect of whale 


ſpeech ſhould bee, that aboue all things, Charitic 
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je Scrjprure, vvasthe headeofall vertues endl the 
1l exerciſe of this charitic a en (GOD 
imſelfe beeing Authourt inthecou- 
pling rogether, bythe holice G , of male and female 
inthe worke of Fenuws, And when every man had defi. 
led that woman (the lights becing put our) whom be- 
fore hee had ſer his eyes vppon, wap 1004/4 re (eruice 
was finiſhed. | 
Theſe men _ publiquoly, that this was not the 
Teſtamenc of Chriſt, LAf I giue vnioyey, 
1 leave ynio you ; Burthis. par” nth Loa 
nih the earth, And it any of theſe women happened to 
be with childe; the Prieſtes commaunded-the childe ro 
be brought to them , - who! aſſembling in 
place appointed for theyr ſacrifices, after a ſolemne ſort, 
would burnethe infant to aſhes, which they would ga- 
ther vp and keepe ina por, asa holy And when a- 
ny new Prieſt wasto receive ordersby them, haemuſt 
drinke of thoſe aſhes in wiac, And when theyr chiefe 
Biſhop happened to die, to auoyde envie, &thatanew 
might +4 to bechoſento ſupply his roome, rather 
by ſome divine power, then by clues, rhey wovld 
commaunde the mother of ſome childe bornein that 
wicked ſort, to bring it to ſome of their ſecrer places 
pointed for that purpoſe, and the Prieſts, as they ſate, 
(the people ſtanding by ) _ take the ern and 


deliver it from one to another —— bruling} ic 
with his handes; commuing this All vatill the 


poore wretch were killed : then in whoſe bandsir dyed; 
that was the man that muſt bethe chiefe Biſhops The 
ow efteQts that the deſire of fleſhly RO_ ingetn 
0 '4 1] 
E F wippe 


1 Naippe nec irs Dewm tantums nee rela, nechoſtes 


Many RE Gratis have beene invented by them 
toeffeuaterheir e, tharhave given themſelug 
toſatisfic their luſtes with the pleaſures of the fleſh, In 
a village not farre from the mounraines of Sauoy, inhgs 
bited with a rude & ignorant kind of people, there was 
onechoſen to be their Pariſh Prieſt , onely becauſe hee 
could reade, more meete to driue the carr, thento ſerue 
mthe Miniſterie . This man grew in ſuch fauour with 
thoſe rude people, that almoſt all the women vſedry 
make him their goſsip ; with wh6 by that meanes he be 
cameverie familiar, but eſpeciallic aboue 2ll the reſt 
he was in fauour with a poore mans wiſe, called Ziſetra 
This man was much troubled in minde, to ſee hit 
wife ſo great with the Pariſh Prieſt, and being ieai 
lous (not without cauſe) hee forbad hiz vvife, ofall 
Prieftes companie , Syr Aforice (for ſo hee was called) 
being much out of quyer, for lacke of his gollyppes 
companie, ſent an old witch to conſult with her, how 
they might come rogether againe, aſter their accuſto» 

manner, My daughter (quoth ſhe) I ſee your minde 
is much troubled , your friend is in thelike perplexis 
tie, becauſe hee cannot enioy your companie as het 
hath doone, and | my ſelfe, having feltthe like paſsions 
in my youth, ſeeme to feele in my ſelfe the paines < 
your {orrow , But now the matter ſtanding vpon theſe 
rermes, ſome remedie muſt be found: Dare youfayr 7 
thatyou are polleſſed with a ſpirire ? O my mother (ſaid 
the young woman, ) I could willingly play thar part ar+ 
tificiallie inough , if I rkought that could bring out 


etopaſle, VVhen the old witch had inftrutted 
ber what to doe , Liſets at the time the Prieſt wasat 


Maſſe 


Maſſe, beganto -dayure x00 oanp ORR, 
to fome at the mouth, andto howle likea wolſe , The 
fooliſh people, beholding this vawonted ſight, ranto 
wonder at her , ſuppoling ſhe had bene with a 
ſpirice, Her husband likewiſe lamenting her miſerable. 
eſtate, ſuppoling herto ſuffer greattorment , laydaſide 
all ſuſpitioa , and ranlikeone that had beene out of his 
right minde, to the Prieſts houſe, deſiring him to rake 
the paines, by -x — to driuethis wicked ſpi- ' 
rite out of his wife, Sir LM — great 
row for her torments andpaine; O my gollype( 

he) your ouermuch Frowardneſſeto your wiſe, and ica« 
lube without cauſe, hath brought herto this; thelike 
whereof happeneth ſometimes ro women of greateſt 
honeſtic: and ſo taking his ſtole and other inſtruments 
for his coniuration with him, to the ſicke woman hee 
goeth : and _ he _ —_— os to himſelſe 
many prayers , he asked the ſpirite who he was. Ziſcrre, 
bemg rufhcietly inſtructed, Looks bawde , anſwe- 
red with a low hoarſe voyce z I am the ſpiriteof this 
young womans father, condemned tothis penancefor 
tenyeares to paſſe out of one bodice intoanother, The 
husband hearing him to be the ſpirite of bis father in 
law, beſought him earneſtly todepart out of his wife, & 
to torment her no more, The fpirit anſwered him; I will 
go foorth of this woman, and I will change my 1 

and encer intothee, Then the manterrified 

this hard (ſentence, em : the Prieſt about the 
_ = how might mp ſeucre D 
tence,by prayers, by faſting, by almes; orby anyothee 
= deeds. Liſetts being glad to ſee this matter frame 
lowellco her purpoſe; My friend , (ſayd ſhe) your po» 

E 4 uertie 
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uertie will not ſuffer you to doe that were requiſire:t6 
auvydethis ſenrence, and therefore in place thereof, 
you muſt viſite fortie Churches , and ſay manie pray« 
ersin cueric of them with gooddeuotion, by which 
meanes you (Þ-all obraine par onot God for your {inneg, 
otherwiſe, you can neuer c{cape Gods ordinance , Thiz 
Liſetts layd vppon her husband , that by re 

of the farre diſtance of thoſe Churches one from 
another, in thar F——_—_ there might be rimeis 
nough toquench the turie of the ſpirite, Burthatall 
things might be done without feare and ſuſpicion, in 
her counterfeit voyce, ſhe blamerh him for the wrong 
hee hath done his goſſyppe, ſuſpetting him without 
acauſe, a holie man, whoſe prayers were greatlic ac- 
ceptable before God, and aduiſed him whileſt he was 
In his pilyrimage, to commir the charge of his wife 
ro this holic man , The poore fellowe hoping in this 
ſort to be releaſed from the paines of Purgatorie, defi+ 
red forgiueneſle vpon his knees of the Prieſt: which bes 
ing without great difficulne obtained , he proceederh 
on his pilgrimage , leaſt ſome- worſe matter might hap- 
pento him. Inthe meane time, Sir £Morice employed 
all his diligence, both day and-/night, that this ſpirit 
being chaſed our of her, another [might ſupplic his 
roome. V Vhich being turnedinto the forme of a young 
liuing child , her filly husband thought himſelte, at- 
rer his returne from his pilgrimage, ro be thereofthe 
naturall father , thar had feat intereſt inir, 'Thusare 
they carried away from' all reſpettes/and duties, both 
to God and men, that giue themſclnes, ro ſatisfie their 
luſts with fleſhly pleaſures; Saint Gregorie ſayth ; 00+ 
mentancum eit quod deleitat, aternum quod cruciat : T hat 
which dclighteth is momentaric, bur that which - 
| mcentern : 
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menterh iserernall, ," {x 
' Ariſlotimws vnder the favour of king Antigonas, 

exerciſed ryrannie ouer the Eleaſfiens , as hee was 
evill given , ſuch choiſe he made of his fauorites,, A- 
mong the w. therewas aa os ; Es y _— 
red vpona faire young mayden., ertoaman 

Lay Arn ins he might hauc hispleaſureot 
- he procured the tyrant to commaund her parents 
to ſend her ro him. The father vs aa reof 
theryrant, he & his wife vicd perf to his 
terto goe to him, The young virgin; that had bin verru- 
ouſlic brought vp , felldownear her fathers feete, and 
in lamentable wiſe embracing his beſought him 
with teares, that he would not ſufter her to be diſho- 
nored, Shee would preferre her honour before her life, 
and would rather chuſe to ſuffer anic kind of death, 
thento be ſo ſhamefully diſhonored , Thefather and 
mother being greatly moued with the: lamentation 


of their daughter , wept -bitterly , and made ſome 
ſtaic of rheir reſolution, LZucizs perceiving her not 
rocome , pore of any delaie, tofulfill his beaſtly 


luſt, went to her fathers houſe, where he found her vp- 
on her knees, holding her fathers legges faſtin her 
armes, and with great threatnings he commaunded her 
toariſcand tofollow him; but the young maiden re- 
newing her lamentable complaints, andretuling _ 
with him, he tare her clothes in-peeces, and ſtripped 
naked, and beat her cruelly, The parents beholding this 
wotull ſight, beſoughthim vpontheir knees, that hee 
would haue —— vppon her, and them, And 
when they avoohopect ON 
called vpon the. Gods and men for helpe-: w | 
hetcll unto fucharage, fecing he could nothaue w 
Wu, 


53 The fri books EO 
will, that hee drew his ſword, and thruſt it throughthg 
young woman , as ſhee held her Fathers legges in hex 
armes, Burthis beaſtly faQt ſo little offended the Thys 
rant, that ſuch as ſhewed any miflike to the marter, hee 
either put to death, or baniſhed; which | 
ſuch hatred of all men, that cn_g of his wore 10e 
_ willing any longer to endure his tyrannie, conſpired to« 
oe and flew him. His wife hcaring of the tumult of 
| e, ſhut her into her chamber, & ſtrangledhers« 
” like death g's two young mn 
Daughters, marriage-able , hauing libertie ro X 
choice of their ownedeath. ; 
Butthe loue of Aztiochwe ſonne to King Selewcus, was 
much more commendable, and vicd with greater mo« 
deſtic, For becing extreamely inloue with his Motheg 
in law, his fathers ſccond wife, yet ſhamefaſtneſle and 
modeſtie made him ſo dillemble his vehement paſsion, 
chathe made choile rather to die , thento diſcouer his 
affeQtion, ſuffering himſelfe by little and little to pine a- 
way, vntill his bodie was almoſt dried vp, Andas helay 
languiſhing in manner like a dead body , his Father la- 
menting the pirritull eſtate of his onely ſonne, delired 
Eraſiſtratms, an excellent Philition , ro vſe all his skill to 
finde out what his ſonnes diſeaſe ſhould be, with large 
romiſes of reward. This man ſitting by the young 
ned that ever as the Queene came toviſite 
him, his blood would riſe in his face, his pulſe would 
beate with more force, andall his body would ſeeme ro 
quicken, and reuiue,and as ſhe departed from him, hee 
would wax pale, his pulſe would beat weakly,& would 
returne to his former ſtateagaine; which when he had 
diligently obſcrued rwo or three times, hee | 
that his diſcaſe was the paſion of loue, And comming. 
oy 
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Of the Felicitle of mav. 59 
cotheKing, who was defirousrohearewhether heha 
foundrhe cauſe of his ſonnes ſicknes, hee rold him: thar 
his ſonne was in loue with a woman, but ſuch a one as he 
could by no meanes have, which was the onely cauſe of 
his ſicknes, Then he being glad ic was no worle,h 
that whoſoever ſhe was, he would by ſome meanes ob- 
taine her for him , though it coſt him a great partof his 

. deſired ro know who it was, that his ſonne 
was inlouewith, It is my wife, quoth he. And wilyou 
ſaidthe King, whom I have fauoured ſogreatly, deny 
herro my onely ſonne, and ſuffer himro thar is 
my onely comfort, and vſeth fuch modeſtie, thathe had 
rather diethen bewray his affeQtion, by whichir appea- 
reth he is violently carried againſt his will, and then ma- 
king earneſt petition to him toſauc hisſonnes life,vvith 
promiſe of great reward, Your requeſt, ſaid che Philt- 
tion, is not reaſonable, make the cale your owne, would 
you be content if it were your wile hee were inloue 
with,whom you affeQ ſorenderly, to leaue herto him ? 
Yea, quoththe King, with allmy hart, andTwouldir 
vere in my power (oto ſaue his life, It is even your wife 
ſaid hee, with whom your ſonne isin loue, Thenthe 
King greatly reioycing that it was in him to reſtore his 
ſonneto health, married his wiſeto his ſonne, bis father- 
=— affeQtion prevailing more, then the tendet lotie of his 
wife, 

Saint Beyzard, lamenting the miſerable eſtate and 
condition of men, that gave themſchues tothe: 
ſures and delights of this world ; O man, hi 
ked and blind, that art made of humane fleſh and ared- 


& ' Thefoit booke ; : 
vanities of the earth , anddrowneſtthy ſelfe in the rrach 
itoric pleaſures of the world? Doeſt thou not conlider 
thatthe nearer thou approcheſt to it, the tarther thoy 
departeſt from thy God? the more thou thinkeſt tg 
winne without, the more thou loſeſt within;that is,thy 
ſeife which is of greater price ? the more carefullthoy 
art of cemperall things , the more want thou haſt of 

irituall things? Thou ſerteſt all things in good order, 
& makeſt none account of thy ſeife, T here is not a beaſt 
bur thou tameſt , and thy ſelfe remaineſt- without 4 
bridle ; thou art vigilant in allthings, but in thine owne 
marters thou art faſt aſleepe . The delire of baſe things 
boyleth inthy heart ;and inthe meane while heauen» 
ly things lycthqueached, The nearer thou comeſt to 
hs death , the farther thou goeſt from thy (aluation; 
V Ve ſhould rake heedeleaſt thar curſe fall vpon vs, that 
the Prophet Eſay threarncth, ſpeaking of thecarcleſle 
nobilitic and gentrie of the lewes, that gauethemſclues 
ro banqueting and paſtimes, without conſideration of 
_ their duties towards God, a matter vſuall inough, and 
too much in theſe dayes. The lute and harpe, faith he, 
and timbrell, and (halme, and good wine, aboundeth in 
your bankers, but the works of God you reſpect not, 
nor have any conlideration of his doings. T hen follows 
eth, Theretore hath hell enlarged his ſoule, and opened 
his mouth without all meaſure or limitation , and the 
ſtour, and high , and glorious of this people, ſhall goe 
downe into it, | 


And that it may appeare, how many that gine their 
delight ro pleafures and vaine paſtimes, through their 
owne vanitie and tooliſhnes are brought ftrangely to 
their ends, when they are inthe middeſt of their jolitie 
The French king Charles the (ixt , his minde being di>- 

| ſtempered, 
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ſiempered, commined the gonernementof hisrealme 
ockbh , and gave himſelte topaſtimes :therechan- 
ced a marriage tobee ſolemnized in his court, where 
the king was diſpoſed ro make himſclifeand others 
merrie, he put of all his apparell, and di{guiſed hisface 
like alyon, annointing his body with pitch; andfaſtned 
faxe (o artificially ro it, that he repreſented amonſter, 
rough ,and covered with haire. V Vhen he wasthus atty- 
red , and five others as wiſcas himſclfe, they came into 
the chamber among the Lords and Ladies, daunci 

and {inging in a ſtraunge tune, allthe Court beholding 
them, The Duke of Orleance , whetherthat hee might 
berter (ce, or for ſome other toye,, ſnatched atorchour 
of a mans hand, & heid it ſo nearethe king, thataſparke 
falling vpon him, ſer them all ona flaming hre'z twoof 


| the five companions were miſerably burnt intheplace, 


cryin2 and howling moſt pittifully withour any reme- 
die ; other two dicd in great rorment two dayes after ; 


thetin running ſpeedily into aplace where was water 


and wine, to-waſh himſelfe, was ſaved; the king ha» 
wr more helpethen the reſt, before the flame had 'com- 
paſled his body round about, was ſauedby a Ladie that 
_ her trainc and gowne about him, andquenched the 

c. bg | 
T he Emperor Commodus, among other his vaine toyes 
and plcaſures, when he beheld che Goddeſle //is painted 
with naked breaſts, he cauſedehe breaſts of che Prieſts 
of that Templeto be ſcratched with-a horſe combe;ſay- 
ing, that it were norcaſon their Goddeſſe ſhould haue 
naked breaſts, and theirs to bee conered:, And ſee 
ing the Goddefle Bellons painted with a broken arme, 
he cauſed the right armes of the Prieſts that garded her 
Temple, robepur out of ioynt , affirming , that for as 
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much'astheir Goddefſe hada broken arme, herprieſt 
ought not rv haue their armes whole and ſound. But hig 
vainepleaſures, ioyned with tyrannie, were ſo oftenſiug 
tothepeople of Rome, that the night before he intens 
dedrocelebrate the feaſt of their God 1anss, Commodus 
derermining to ſhewe himſelte in the habite nor of an 
Haan bun of a Gladiator, or (word-player , vvas 
murthered, Many of all eſtates bEſo addicted to pleaſe 
theyr ſences withthe vaine pleaſures of this world, that 
they will not trouble theic heads with any thing bur 
with ſports and paſtimes, of whom it is written; They 
eſteeme this our life ro be but a play-game, Andin ans 
other place ; They line as ſecurely without care and 
cogitations, as it they had the good vvorkes of iuſt 
men, to ſtand for them , But what ſaith the holy GhoſM 
Hoc vaniſiimum, this is vanitic , and fooliſhneſle in the 
higheſt degree. 

Ariſtotle ſaith, that there are three thinges, vvhich 
change a mans nature and condition, Lordthip, a vvo+ 
man, and wine. The old Romans had a law, that a wiſe 
man beeing a publique looſc liner, ſhould be more grie- 
uouſly puniſhed, then a ſecrete murtherer, becauſe hee 
killed but one with the {word of his anger; the wiſe 
man killed many with the example of his life, And one 
aid, thatthere arerthree things, which haſtena manto 
his end before histime; a young woman , exceſle of ea- 
ting and drinking, and vawholeſome ayre. 

ewareth thou be not allured by their falſe. 
ſhewes, to ſceke felicitic inpleaſures * for hee that accu- 
ſtometh himſelfe ro them, will hardly be brought to 
forbearethem, and then is heethroughly in the eftare 
of infelicitie, whom vnhoneſt things doenoronely de- 
light, buralſo pleaſe : for there is no place left for reme- 
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0 the Felicitie ofvan, 
die,when vices deat into manners, VVherfore 
if thou find thy ſelfe affeted;oraddicited ref theſe 
pleaſures, that draw men into inſelicitie, withſtand thE 
at the firſt, aſter the Poers counſell, before they haue ta- 
ken roore, and growne into acuſtome, + 1 
Principiis obſta, ſero medicine paratar, 
Cum mala per long as innaluere moras, | 
And ifthou be ſtrongly giuen to any ſuch pleaſure or 
delight , though not vahoneſt, which chou-canſt nor 
altogether ſorbeare,vſe the ſame then with as great mo- 
deſtie, and alſo as ſildome, as may be, Selmoxes giveth 
good counſel! ; that theſe things ſhould be by allmeanes 
auoided: Sluggiſhnes from the body, ignorance from 
the minde, gluttony from the belly , ſedition from the 
Common-wealth, diſcord fromthe houſe; and intem- 
perance from all things, i 
By this which hath been ſaid, ir eth, how farre 

they are deceiued, that thinke the felicitic of man, or his 
Summum bonwm , to conſiſt in voluptuouſnes: andinto 
whar infclicitie they haueſallen, that foughthappineſle 
among pleaſures ; whereby they nor onely have procus 
red their owne deſtrution, & the ruine of Monarchies 
and kingdoms : but alſo through deſperation and _ 
tineſſe of conſcience, contrary to nature, (byinſtina 
whereof, all living creatures haue a deſireto defend and 
pom themſelues) viing a miſchicfe for a remedie, 

ave laid violent hands vpon their own perſons: which 
may ſexue vs fora document, to ſeeke felicitie ſome 0» 
ther where then among pleaſures, which is commonto 
brute beaſts, and hath beene to thoſe that have vied 
them, ſhameanddiſhonour during their lives, and per- 
peruall infamic aftcrthcic death. 
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11 non prouwer damor tardente face, 

Ne dia, #todio haner ingombre ilſens, 
F iner ficur nel propris ſue terrens, 

Re ſentir ragionar mai che di pace, 

Now efſer debitor, non contumace, 

Ne di cis, che 4,e 00971 
Ne che far con huom fiero > rapace. 
Teſor, ne flato defiar maggiore 4 
Ds quel, cla ſorte, oper virts ſj trons, 
Necerar ſe Famics, o'l parente errs, 

Di moglie, o morte now haxer timore., 

Ne penſier come il ciel ci muti, 0 mons, 
Trow' io che fan [ hnome beatoin terra, 


Bur becauſe wee ſaid before, that riches was anothe 
thing, which many greedily ſought after, and therfore: 
ſeemed therein to pur their felicitie, let vs proſecute our 
diſcourſe, and ſce what reaſon men haueto hold that 
Opinion, : 
TH 
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Dinerſas doe), x cxmm (payſa per aries. 
Ingenia : eft cuntlis ars tamen vnavirss 
Omnibus idem animus Iron ——yaeTey 
Ommis inexhant as vndiq 
Bur the felicjtic of man, or his. idneds, earin6e 
o(IN in riches, which are ſubieQ to ſo many aducmures 
and accidents of fortune, and ſo ealilyloſt;, itmuſtbe 
ſome otherthing , that is more ſtable-and permanent, 
Coine of golde and filuer, was but the inuenoonof 
man, for the commoditie of lite ::fona timiefrhere: vvas 
when the vic of money was not knowne; burexchangs 
was made of one thing for another, -atid pbſleſsjons 
were got deuided, but all things werecommon ; andii 
ſome countries it is ſo at this day, Yerthefeliciric ofmary 
Wwasthen CD - ifriches were good, is 


would 


Licwrews ki of cede l 
dy conidered of Lhwpw king of ca 
prey Dich a ee 


var romance. and c 


and briberie ; fewhowauld ficelecher which wakes 
worth, and could not be carried away , but inthe light 
of ail men? For he had ſo ordered the matter, thats 
maſſe of Ironturned into coyne, ſhould bee df 
value.. And theretore no Magiſtrate could receiug 
anybribe, bur eucry man muſt ſee it, acartloadt 
ingof very ſmall pork Sir Thomas Moore inhisy% 
is, perferreth. Iron, asa more neceſlaric metrall ec 
common wealth, before gold or (iluer, which he me 
tobale vles . This Engliſh Poer'curſech, 
wit out cauſe, the fiſt finder of this ſourſe ofthe earth 


which hath beene the parame ann wohrcanrontc, 


milchiefes. 
VV o worth the wich that ff dolue the mould 


To find out the M yr of ſiluer and gold: 


For when it Lay id; and ww ocaabet 
Of fiifeand debate the ſerde was unſowne, 

Our Saujour Chriſt, teacheth vs how farre they 
decciued, that ſertheir feliciriy i in riches, by rhe (imil 
twde of a Camell , that may- as caſily paſſe through th 
eycofancedle, '$3richhman may enter intothe king 
dome of heaven. And againe, Lay wp your treaſure M 
beazen, Fc. Riches is rather defired for ſome othe 
thing, then forit ſclfe : of ſome, the rather theret / 
wo Rfaine ro honour ; of others, toliue in | 
and then cannot fclicitic be ſaid, ro be inciches. Fo 


charcthing, whereinfelicitic dortreanſiſt, muſt beerhe 
lftend, and greateſt good ,; andall otherthingsmuſt 
ſeruefor that. d-6-fo SEED 
Let vs looke into the eſtate of ſuch, axwallowin 
wealth and riches, and thatof a poore husband-man 
that hath __ he CINE | —_ 
ſarievſes, and by comparing rogether, we 
ſee, that his countenance is more chearefull end merry, 
and laugheth more heartily and often, then the rich; be 
cateth his meare with a better apperice , and digeſteth 
it with a better ſtomacke ; hunger 1s his ſauce, bieſeand 
bakon is as pleaſant in his taſt,as the partridge and {eaſanc 
istothe rich ; ſmall drinke is ro him, as delicar wineto 
rhe other:becauſe the appetite, & not the meat &drinke, 
giveth difference to the traſt : as appeared by theexams- - 
| pate mighty Monarke Dariws,who flying from 4- 
ll {exender the great, being very dry, dranke very Wa- 
Wter, and faid afterward, he neuerdrankebenerdrinke'; 
thereaſon was, becauſe he neuer”thirſted throughly 
Wbcfore, Prolomy likewiſe king of Egypt, as hewasa hun» _ 
ting, and loſt his way , being hungry, heewentintog 
Mikcpheards houſe, where, for lacke of other things, hee 
was driven to eate rough browne bread, affirmingaſter 
y worm rar ena won —— 
Nroug It hunger before. The poore mans bodyis 
more healthful, mh from many diſeaſes, to which 
the rich man is ſubicQ by his calie and delicate life: his 
bead is not fo full of cares, and if any happen,. they'va- 
eas like athin cloud ; wheress they who: 
(by their riches are called » rather make ſhewof 
JF mirth, then are ſo from the heart; their minds being 
1 oppreſſed wich cominuall cares; to keepeor beſtowthart. 
e xyhendganes/and2o gre which makechibees 
2 e * 


68 _ 1 The ſocand Booke I 
wakewhe the otherſleeperh ſoundly, And fo much the 
more vnhappy the-rich man is, that hee muſt ſomerimg 
diſſemble his ſad and troubled minde,and make ſhew:; 


though he were in great happineſſe, when indeed hee 
rather in milcric.VVhat wealth & riches is comparably 
to health of body, and quietneſle of minde? It is beng 
faith Phocion,co live lying vpon the ground, with a goal 
and quiet mind, then troubled, in a bed of gold: whidh 
the Poet ſeemethtoconfirme, + 4 

Si ventri bene, ſi lateri eft, pedibaſqne tus : nil 

Diattia poterunt regales addere mais, 

Non domus aut fundus, non ar acerums of auri, 

Aegroto domini deduxit corpore febres: 

Non anime nas. Fi 
Nature requiceth bur three thinges; to bee defende 
from hunger, thirſt, and cold, all which this poore man 
we ſpeake of, enioycth fully :the reſt are ſupefluous, & 
vnneceſlarieto happineſle of life, There i5 no gr 
Ggneofabaſeand wretched minde, then to love riches 
One'great hinderance to tclicitic, belides many othes 
riches briogeth, for the moſt part, trothem that poſlelk 
them , that they are neuer content with that they haug 
bur alwaies deſire more. Luimultum habet, incipit pla 
poſſe: Heethat bath much, beginneth to be ableto haw 

more: and then a vvill never tayleth ro ioyne with abs 
litie; vvhereot enſueth the notorious vice of couetoub 
neſle, a capitall enemieto felicitiez for without con 
tenement, no man can enioy that happineſſe wee looks 
for in thys lite, Great trauell hauethepoore men, that 
vvant all things, but much more hane therich men; 
that are content vvith nothing. Riches vvere greats 
lie ro bee deſired , if felicitic vvere to bee bought 


But aminde free from all perturbations , and content 


: of the Felicitie of man, | 

with his owne eſtare, cannot be bought with poldenor 
Wi lver. For contentation is not procured by abundance 

Wo riches, bur is rather gotten by ramingand maſt 

MWour owne deſiresand Heis not happy (C 
Senecs) whom the common ſort calleth happy,that hath 
"Wprear ſtore of goods , but hee whoſe pouds are'in his 

"S@nind ; that ſeeth noman with whom hewouldch 
IÞimſelfe and his fortune; chart eſtimaterh a man by thac 
part, by which hee is a man of a ſound judgement; not 
0 be terrihed or made afroid with every wind, that de- 
penderh not vpon the vncertaine accidents/of fortune, 
dut vporthimlelfe, Socrates eff ing a very rich man;and 
proude withall, but endewed with novertwe; Heereis 
(quoth he) ahorſe couered with a capariſon ofcloth of 
1luer. And Diogenes likened arich man'wnlearned; 'toa 
ammein a goldenfleece , Sa/omon faith; If riches be a 
poſleſsion to be deſired inthis life, wharis richer then 
iſedome, that worketh all things? | 
A Senarour of Rome ſaid to Sys, that vaunted of 
himſelfein the Senate; Howe can you'bea good man, 
that hadlittle or nothing left you by your Father, and 
yet in ſo ſhorttime are become ſo exceedingrich? The 
lifeof a poore man, is compared toa navigation made 
by the ſea coaſt , where they may at theyr pleaſure get 
them into ſafe harborough, and caſt anker whenthey 
ſee any danger athand , And thelite of a rich"man; t6 
them that ſayle in the maine ſea, farrefrom Land ; who 
if arempeſt chaunce to ariſe, are in'danger tobeſwal- 
lowed vp of the Sea, without 'arly meanes" to ſail 
ER ; Which the Poet ſeemed'ro'eſpy, When' hee 
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Takries Anime —_ Gigerking of Lidia 
penn utes vp with pride through his riches, flattered 

ſomuch, that heet no man cquall to 
him infelicitic , And yet not ſatished with his owne 
pinion , he thought to haue it confirmed by the C 
of 4polls; whom when he asked whether any were hap- 
pier then hezanſwere was made him by the Oracle,chat 
Aglaws Pſophidine was more happiethen hee, Thisman, 
was one of the pooreſt menin all 4rcadis, and though 
ke were old, yet he neuer went foorthof the village 
where he was borne, bur-contented himſelfe with his 
meane eſtate, and the fruites and pleaſures of a _—_ 
countrie liſe. By which anſwere,to him that ſo inſolent- 
ly gloried in the glittering ſhew of his riches and po(- 
ſeſsions, the God ganeto vaderſtand, that heeallowed 
better of a poore cottage, poſſeſſed with a light & merry 
heart, then a ſad Princes Court, full okcaresand pen- 
ſiueneſlc ; and of alittle ground without feare,. then the 
fertill fields of Zidia full of terror, and of a yoke ortwo 
of oxen calictobe ruled, then an army of men comber- 
ſome with exceſsiue expence; and a barne ſeruing for 
neceſſaricvſcs,. of no man greatly delired, then riches 
and treaſure , ſubject ro all mensinares, and couctous 
paſſions , But becauſe wee ſhall have occaſion ſome» 
time to-ſpeake of this Oracle, a briete deſcription of 
the place will .giue ſome- light to that which (hall bee 
laid, 


There was a hill in Phots a countic in Greece, 
called Parnaſſus, by-which was builc the famous cittie of 


Delphos : this hill was full-of craggie rockes, and (o 
fortified by nature, that there ka no ſupply of Arr 
for defence. In the middeſt ofthehal, there was alittle 
plaine, wherein wasa deepe hole , (the habication of 
* Sathan 


of the 


which -ſtrake the Prieſts and virgines that were there 
celidenc, intoa frenſte, and compelled themto givean- 
ſweresto the queſtions demanded; which was called 
the Oracle of Apollo, Becauſe in thisplaine was atem- 
ple-builded (as ſome ſay) by Agemedes and Trophonine, 
and dedicated ro Apo/ls , one of the Heathen" Gods, 
VVho having mas the —_— of their _ 
mrecopence of their charge, that thing which was 
for men, T hey were commaunded by the Oracle toigo 
home, and within three dayes they ſhould hauecheic 
deſire : thethicd night they were both found" deadin 
their beds, Their God,vrrather the Deuill,giueth ther- 
byto vnderſtand, that death was''the beſt thing that 
could happentomen , The ſtrange and ſtately ſituarion 
ofthis Temple, with the and fame of the God, 
_— ſuch a Majieſtie , that it drew all 'men into 
miration, Andthough the anſwere of the Oracle, was 
many times given in a double ſenſe, ro be indifferently 
taken, (whether by ignorance of the certaintic of the 
euent, orof purpoſe to deceiue, and todriuemenints 
their owne deſtruQtion , were a marter worthicof dif- 
courſe , but impertinent to this ſubjeQ) yer oftentimes 
he anſwered truely , and of things to come”; ei- 
ther by a wonderfull foreknowledge, or as an attor, by 
Gods ſufferance in worldly matters , 'brought thatto 
ce, tocominuebiscredite, which before hee had 
foretold, As when the old Romaines had laid the foun- 
dation of the Church at Rome, ' which they called 
Pacts, they ſem toaskeconnſdl of the 
long the Church ſhould ſtand; anſwere 


y 
of Apolls, how 
was made, thatit ſhould: continue, vi 


brought foonh achild re ough 
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7 +1, The ſecond Boke | 
ir-was vnpoſcible)they rooke to be perpetvall,But when 
Chriſt was borne, many hundred yeares after,the Tem- 
felldowne, and verified the anſwere of the Oracle, 
ut to returne from whence we digreſſed. As it was ſaid 
before ef them that put their felicity in pleaſure , ſo may 
it be ſaid of them that hold the ſame opinion of riches 
many times bin 


the ſeeking and enioying whereof, hat 
their owne deſtruction. | | 
'- Brennws , generall of a french army , vnderſtanding 
of the-incſtimable treaſure of the Tempic of 'Hpolls, 
by the gifts and preſents of, almoſt all the Princes and 
Poteatates of the world , that ſought counſellof the 
God, in their affaires of im nce : ſtriken with a 
couctous mind, not fearing to atrempt anorable ſacri- 
e; brought his armieto Deſphos, with meaning'to 
lethe Templeof thistreaſure, The prieſts, & people 
ing of his comming , asked counſell of their God, 
what they ſhould doe. He willed them totake no care 
for the matter, he would defend hisowne Church, And 
then Brennuws commannding his ſouldiers to afſaulrthe 
ace, therefell by an carthquakea partof thehill 
is hoſt, which {ſue agreat number of his people; t 
enſued a wonderfull rempeſt, thundring, lightning, and 
haile, by which were ſlainea great part othix armies 10 

that they were enforced to gine ouer their attempr ; 
and Brenwus being ſore wounded, 'and vnable to endure 
the priefe, flue himſelfe with his owne dagger. Thus by 
the greedy delire of riches, wheadwichbe thought to 
haue amended his eſtate ;heloſt tharhe had;/& feltinto 
that infelicity, that he was faine, moſt vnnaturally,colay 
violent hands _ his own perſon. The likealmoſt hap- 
pened long before to Xerxes the great monarkeof rhe 
Perjiaws:tor being allured with the fame of In 
0 


of that Temple; &overe 
nes, hee attempted the (po 
man vcr Grief detebager 

place, pena oe Yr 
he bll pon hizarmy, dh oh »rible . 
here ds loreriiedthem cat rookein nnd tochmbe 


the hill, thattheythrew« 


thongh they had been mad, » Xerxes himſelfe « 
170,928 av6t 


cry uſly , was driven os WARgRe 
offourerhoulndofhimen.”. Thlodk 


- Lid now morreliepeimecegs 
Anri ſacrafamer? © 
Dionyſus the tyrant of Syacaſa, inſeQed with the 
w 
at- 


fame humor of couetouſnes,.comitted 
lefſe 'daunger;; and berecr-ſugcelle then the. 


tempted it\, | This: Diemnſavs ; 
where hee found the Idoll of: Impiter 


a cloke of d/, of 'igreat1 
rookeit oli and put 
cloth , ſaying; that ot-guld w 
and too<old for: winter ,,-and thatof cloth; was ner 
for borhtimes. And/finding Eſc wit 
a long beard of gold, he cauſed it to betaken awayslay- 
ins, Che 4 red oweibetiekin to weare a beards. 
en hix Father paler went cuer. ſhaueh withou 

a beard; And as hee-ſaw other Jdolls mede) 

armes and hands ftreeched out, whereup 
crownes , and baſons of gold < 
themby the ve 
and Porentares'vpons the i 
Qorie, hee took thamio likmgtyes | 
ceivethem, and not rake them away 2 DO 


were a very fooliſh part ,, —_————— 
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To Theſtendbode - 
Gods, md when they offerit, nortorake-them, There 
waslikewiſe sChurchinthecirtie of Tholoſs, vvherein 
wits great ſtore of gold and ſilver, which whoſocuer at- 
tempted totake away, he was ſureto ſuffer a miſerable 
end; which happened to Cepio and all his Armie. And 
thereof cametheProucrbe, Auram Tholoſanuwm,whena- 
niething is dangerous robe taken away. 

Zeook Africe reporteth, thatthereis aChurchin Afs- 
rocke, yppon the roppe of whoſerowerrhree apples of 
maſiie golde arethruſt through with an yron ſpeare by 
Necromancie, of the value of one hundred thirtiethou- 
ſand duckars : which whoſoever goerh about to take a- 
way (as divers great ſtares , through couctous deſire, 
have atrempred it) hath the like ſucceſle as Brewnwand 
Xerxe had for attempring the (poile of the Temple of 
Apollo, and therefore raken to preſage euill ſucceſle to 
him' that goeth abour-rocake them away . Bur what 
isitthar the greedic deſice of riches maketh men for- 
beareto —_ 
. \Piemalcen King of the Tytians, married his Siſter 
Dido to Sichaus his vnicle, a very rich man, who after- 
ward fearing Pigmalcons vnſatiable:deſire of riches, 
(knowing how dangerous it. hath beene many+imes to 
choſe that poſſeſle ic) hidde his-treaſure vnder + 
ground. Bur P-gmaleon inflamed: with the fame of bis 
great wealth , not reſpe-ting his owne blood, nor the 
neercneſle of alliance, nor the comfort of his ewne 1i- 
fer, contrary to all humanitie,: cauſed Sichews to bee 
ſlaine, hopiagthereby to become maiſter of his riches, 
But Dido, thee cooke her husbands death verie 
grievoaſly, yer leeing her ſelfe in the like danger , by 
mecanes of her Husbands goods, - vvhich vvere then 
hers, difſembled the matter , and detetmined to ſteale 

away 


that mayo ce 
husband (whom ſhe would willingly _ teninto 
her minde,and therefore ſhee was determinedzodwel 
with him, Pigmaleow beeing well ſatisfied, wit — : 
ters reſolution, thinking by that meanesto be polzeſlec 
of her goods al(o, expetied the time of her comming, 
Bur Dido having prepared ſhipping , and all chingsrea+ 
die, conueyed her goods ſecrexlyinto »ſhippm;eudiol: 
loweth after with | xomur\c wig 
VVhen ſhee was inthemidſtoſthe ſea;ſhee cauſed a 
great many bagges which ſhe had filled with ſand to be 
caſt into the ſeazas though it had been her treaſure; and 
rold her company, that this was ir that was the canſeof 
her husbands death : &leaſt here IO: 
tion,which was thethi | 
after,ſhe had throwne itinto theſea;, 
would againſther-wil carry her tohim She 
tothem,tharher meaning was bags to. mot 
but fained this excuſe,to eſcape the danger, which ſhee 
knew,through his greedydefire of her treaſure, hanged 
ouer her wx but now that her goods weredrowned 
in the ſca,it was $sforthEto renurnetohim, as ; 
it wasfor her; and therforeif they would goe withher, 
and rake ſuch part as (hee did, ſhee would takerhenr for v4 
her companions and friends, They fearing to-returne 
rotheKing, whoſe ING them, for the 
cruel! murther of his ovvne ers husband; 
aſſented to go with her, Her arkulanathe/lny ; 
of Cyprus, where ſhee SE oy as, yas, ak eh 
young women, meaning to marry them to thole-ſhee 
carried with her,toincreaſcher Colonie where ſhe 


happenedtoeulc her.ſelfe, The Cypriots bad a cu- 
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76 . .  Theſccondbooke || i 
ſtome to giue libertieto their young mtydens, roger 
money by vnhoneſt means,to helpro marry them .' Of 
this ſort werethe young maydensthat Dido carried with 
her. From thence ſhee ſailed rowards Aﬀerica, andarri- 
ved vpon the coaſt of Lybia, where ſhe boughr of the 
yzeopleſo much ground as (hee could encloſe with one 
oxe hide to build vpon : which ſhe cauſed to be cutinto 
(mall threds, where-with ſtee encloſed much more 

roundthen they imagined, and built a citry called Car- 
, doe where ſhe and her people flouriſhed ſo in wealth 
and riches, that [arbes king of the Moores ſent Embaſ- 
ſage toher for mariage, with threarning of warre, if (he 
denied, Dido perceiving the imminent danger of her 
people, and new Cirrie, if ſhee refuſed the King; and 
remembring the vow ſhee'had made, neuerto marry a- 
gaine, ſhee cauſed a great pyle of wood to be made vn- 

er her Caſtell-wall , and hreto be puttoit, and after 
ſhe had madea proteſtation to her people, ſtanding vp- 
pon the wall, that her intent was to keepe her vowe in- 
violate,& to deliver them and her new Cirtie from the 
dangerof King /arb.s , (hee caſt her ſelfe into the fire, 
To theſe extremities riches brought this noble Queen, 
__ to forſake her Country, and aſter to deſtroy her- 
ſelte, 

The like happened to Yends Queene of Ruſzia, For 
the Princes her neighbours, being importunate ſutersro 
her for marriage; toincreaſe their polſeſsions, and ica- 
lous oneof anorhers atnauncement, afterſhe perceived 
that no intreztie would mitigate their'ambitious paſsi- 
ons, rather then ſhe would be forced againſt her will ro 
haue any of them, ſhe drowned herſelte, 

Helene Queene of the ſame Country of Rufſia, for 
the likecauſe vſcd the like creſtie ypon others, that 9. 

other 
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Of the Felititicaf man, 7 
other vſced to her ſeife For being deſiced of her enc+/ 
mies that there might be a truce, 1o-the end\; atalke' 
of marriage might bee bad berveene' their and 
her , ſhe cauſed the Ambaſſadours to bee buried aliue 
and before the matter ſhould'bee knowne, ' ſhe v 
meanesto haue other Ambaſladours ſent, of greater e- 
ſlate, Then came fiftie other Ambaſladuurs, ofthe: 
principall men in allthe realme,, which ſhee likewiſe; 
cauſed to be buried alive, And vnder promiſe of mar«; 
riage , ſhee cauſed fiue thouſand tobe ſlaine,which ſhee: 
had _ _ 8:52 Pg y. FT 

 VVhenthe Emperour Tra/ave \yarre De- 
* c+ball king of Dacia ,' that was verie rich in goldand 
ſilver; this king being doubtfull ro'what hee' 


and his kingdome was ſubicCt , buried all his treaſure: 
inariuer, which hee remooued out ofhisnaturall 


channell, and inthe deepeſt place thereof hee made 
ſepulchersof ſtone , to buric bis treaſure: which bee- 


ing done, hee returned the riucr into his right chan-. 
nell againe : and ro. the endno man” ſhauld * diſcouer 
Ku had dune , he cauſed all them vvhich were 
preſent atthe hiding thereof to be murthered Burall 
ſerued not his curne: for: @ fiſher being at that time fi- 
ſhing in the riuer, diſcouered the matter to Trajane. 
Theſe be the fruites that great riches and poſleſgions 
ring foorth, nor onlie to the poſleſſours, and thoſe: 
that ſcekealter them , bug tothoſe alſo that imtermeddle 
withthem., ; bat "1119 Wi 01 

| The Emperour Henrie the: ſeuemb, a Prince endu- 
ed with excellent verrues , was poyſoned with an hoſt, 
which was giuen him by an Italian Monke, corrupted. 
with money, 

There was a Citizen, of Venice 


— . 


| his Father, and broughthis bead ro Venice, and recei- 


2 The ſecond 
ward appointed by the Venetians, to himchat ſhould 
bring his head, His ſonne, that was alſo baniſhed, ſlew 


uced the reward, 


lobnM teth , Filer king. of Gorhland to 
Goh mrs aye ane goldand 


ſtluer in his Realme (he ſaid) was bis : and when he had 
by all valawful and vahoneſt mcanes, gathered rogerher 
great abundanceof riches, becing odious, and in con- 
rempt with all men, his ſonnes as wicked and couerous 
as he,ſcazed vpon all histreaſure,& ſer fire on his houſe, 
and burnt rheir father and all his familie. 
Oneſaich; Vpon whom God pleaſerh not through- 
lic ro beſtow good things, hee giueth plenty of money 
and ſcarcitie of wiſcdom : and ſo one being taken away, 
hee bereaueth him of both, Art the ſiege of Ieruſalem 
vnder Feſpefian, there was gold found in theintcals of a 
Iewethat wasſlaine : which beeing knowneto the reſt 
of Feſpaſiens Souldiers, they ſuppoling that the other 
Iewes bad alſo hidden goldein theyr bcllics, ſlewina 
mornent aboue twentic thouſands of them which they 
had taken priſoners ; and againſt all humanitie , and 
ef re ations, O theyr bellies to ſeeke for 
There was anotable emerpriſe intended to bee at- 
—— the deſire of richeschiefly,and glory, 
by the Mountaine-men vpon S/ymanthe great T urke, 
in our age, f the ſucceſſe had not beene interrupted by 
Gniſler foerane, Solyman the Emperour ofthe Turkes, 
intending to make warre vponthe Venetians, broughr 
agreat Armie tothe Adcixticall ſeacoaſt, vvherehe en» 
camped himſelfe. 'There were a kinde of rude p 
intuling the craggic Mountaines adioyning to bis 
_ Campe, 


= 


poyle of all his treaſure. And 


of ſonotable an/ crterpriſe; to kill che icſt 
of the vvorldin his ion,/'in the midſt of 
his Campe, made them lay aſide all feare of acertaine,& 
almoſt an incuitable death; 
p ſque adee ſolus ferrum, mortemque timere 
Aurineſcit amor, | 
Andreſoluing inthe dead of the nighr ro-ſteale 
vponthe watch, Demianwstheir » andichicfe 
Authourof the enterpriſe , ſtole foorth ſecretly to view 
the firuation of the camp, andthe manner ofthewarch, 
Andas he climbed'vp ro atree, to looke into thecampe, 
abough chaunced to breake,the noiſe-wherof diſcoue- 
red him and hisintencto the [anizzaries, that vvere the 
watch ofthar quarrer, So beeing cſpied, and taken by 
them, and pur rotorment, hee confeſſed the de 
enterpriſe, and by: commaundemenr: of the Emperour, 
he ws likea wild beaſt torne in peeces : andrhereſiſo 
earneſtly purſued that they were altnoſt alldeſiroyed, 
Pope Alexander the (ixr ;| had a ſorine called Ceſar 
Bergias, made by his Father firſt Cardinall, and after» 
ward weary of that cſtate, asnova le with his am- 
bitious head,was d thereot and \madeDuke;and 
commonly called Duke Y alentine , cMachiavelt parts 
gon, T his Pope and his ſonne(as it was a common prac- 
ue vvittithem:o procurethe dearhy'of many "I. 


y 
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8 The ſecondhooke = , 
riches) ſo they c6ſpired together to rake awaythe life of | 
diaerſe of the Senators and nobilitie of Rome,ſome tor 
- malice, butchieflie that they mightbe maiſters ob their 
* govdi., They thought there wasno:hetter-meanegro 
bring their purpoſe to paſle, then to inviterthEin friend- 
ly manner toa ſupper . The placewasappointed (asthe 
manner isin Italy) vnderavine, to de theheate, 
Duke Y alentine had poyſoned two porsof wine, which | 
he prepared for his gueſts, and- delivered them ro his 
ſeruanc (that knew nothing of the matter) to be carried 
roche vine for ſupper, - with firaight charge, that hee 
ſhould giue of that wineto no man vntill his comming, 
The Pope commeth to rhe place before his gueſts, and 
being thirſty with heate, heecalleth for. wine. The 
Dukes ſeruant ſuppoling by the ftraight charge his 
maiſter had giuen him , that the wine hee brought was 
eſpeciall good wine,, and preſerued for the Popes owne 


mouth,powred out of that wine, -and brought it tothe 
Pope; who had no ſooner drunke, butin commettrhis ' 
ſonne the Dukego whom he gaue the cvpto drink;He, 
thinking nothing leſſe then that ir was the -poyſoned 
wine by meane of his commandement to his ſeruant, 
rr father . The Popepreſemly was carried 
way dead , and languilhing aJittle while m great 


cotment dyed. rite oy off 
Sic percant & qui moliri talia pergent. iomms 
Theſonae by realon of bis youth, and ſtrength, after 
certaine moneths grieuous «{ickneſle, eſcaped; Fhe 
{ts perceiuing this rreacherie , abſented themfelues 
the feaſt, 1 his was no doubt the iuſtiudgement 
of God. | 
Dum peitem parint alits, labantar in illam, 
TheEpicaph that was (ct vpon Senecheribrxombe,, who 
was 


was killed by his owne romp af 
this Pope , 1» me q« » dJjcas | 
keth yon ee aca: line in the feare of Ge 
The father and the ſonne, beſides their other good con- 
ditions, were ſo deepedifſemblers , that therewent # 
common pronerbe ofthem, Oneneuer ſpake what hee 
did ; the other never did what heſpake, © 
Creſws king of the Lydians, was'an exceeding rich 
Prince, and preſomming vppon hisriches, prepared ro 
make warre vpon Cyrwe king of the Perſians. Butro bee 
more aſſured of the event, he ſent to Delphor ro ke 
counſell (as the manner then was) what the ſuccelle 
would beof that warre: anſwere was madehim by rhe 
Oracle of Apollo, that when Creſ@s ſhould paſſeoner 
the river of Halie (which wasthe vitermoſt confines of 
his realme) he ſhould deftroy a great kingdome, Creſas 
ſuppoſing the meaning of the Oracle had beene, that he 
ſhould deſtroy Cyrus kingdome, proceeded in his en» 
terpriſe with a more aſſured hope ; and encounter 
with Cyras, he was ouetthrowne with his whole armie, 
And as a ſouldier was about to kill him , his ſonne that 
was borne dumbe, and neuer ſpake word before, (the 
.vehement loue and affeion of hjs father prevayli 
more then the naturall defe&t and impediment of his 
tongue) cryed out tothe ſouldier, Hold thy hands, itis 
king Creſws my father ; by meanes whereothe ſaved his 
life , and tooke him priſoner, AndwhenbyCyrwcoms 
mandement,he was brought tothe ſtakerobeburne, he 
cryed out with aloude and lamentable voice, O Solow 
Solon : which when Cyrw heard, maruelſing at that con-' 
fiſed crie,, asked whar he meant in ſuch wofull ſort, to” 
reduuble his voice, lined (quorh Croſs) not Tong (i+ 
thence, in great proſperitic , and was ac theri- 
G, | 


0 king of theworld : and as Solon oneof the ſages 
aero Mg familiar friend, oe 0.5088 MCs 12 
brought him into my treaſucie, and ſhewing him all - 
riches; I asked him, whether heethought that any - 
by So could hauec anie power vppon me, that 
was ſo armed and fortified with treaſure, againſt all acci- 
dents that might happen . Bur Solex hacpyy reperott | 
ding.me, for.my vaine ſpecch, aunſwered, that noman 
ln be accounted happie,vntill after his death; whoſe 
counſelt now , ſecing my ſelfe fallen into this miſerable 
eſtate, cometh to my remembrance, and maketh me call 
vpon hisname, Cyrus moued with compaſion, and by 
his example conlidering with himſelfe the vncertainty 
of humaine matters, and that fortunc ncucr gaue any 
man that power oner others, but ſhe threatned him 
with the ike, cauſed him to beraken from the fire, and 
asked Creſus as he kneeled before him , by whoſe per» 
| Twalion he began this warre. 

O Cyr (quoth he) thy proſperous fortune, and my 
evill deſtinic brought me to it; chiefly encouraged to 
makethis warre vpon thee, by the Grzcians God : For 
who is ſo madihat withour ſuch a principall authar 
dare preferre warre before peace? ſceing that in peace 
the children vſe to bury their parents, but in warre, the _ 
parents burie the children . Cyrw maruailing at his 
conſtancie and wiſdome,, pardoned his liſe, and vſed: 
himeuer after with great honour , for his counſcller; 
Creſus ſent meſſengers with: the chaines, with which 
hee was bound, to Delphos, to be dedicated to.the 
God Apollo, and to expoſtulatewith him, for decei> | 
ing him ; and to aske if theſe were their rewardes, 
which had the Gods in ſogreatreuerence, Aunſwere 
was madeby the oracle, that what ſocuer vas farall, was 

SP meuitable 
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-M1- 26 the” Gods th Cade 
thuspuniſhed for the offence of his grandfather Giges 
that ſlue Cendasles , king of the Zydians : An 
chingthe Oracle, ——— 
"5 > Ted his meani 
thatiF Cr PP ot dec Pare ri 
nion, would make warrevponthe Perfians,he 
ffroy a great kingdonwhichwisthe m of Lidia, 
and is fo cometo paſſe, Kingsand citiest h 
haueloſtgreat dominion , which they that haue beene 
have won by vertue, Thelamentati6 madebyrhe 
ragical Poer, vnder the perſon of Xeewbe, vpontheru- 
ne of Troy, ſerterh forth, not vnaptly,thewncerrgintie 
of high eftate, and the miſery of themwho arepuſfed vp 
in pride through abundanec of riches, wherein they pur 
rheirfelicirie, Pg wks 
 Darcunques t, #4 s dominatar 
taqer hv roelows th til (110) 
Me videat, & te Troia: non wm tulit 
Documents /ors maiora, quam fragili lace 
Starent Superbi. 
ThisGiges, that the God (as they called _—_—_ 
of , was ſubieQro Candanler king of Zidia, who havi 
2 wife of a wonderfull beautieand fauour;thought him- 
ſclie to want ſomething of rhe ſulneſſe CO. 
he tookein her, except ſome other mighr bean 
eve-witnelſe, and ſee thebeautic andcomlineſſeof her 
periorr, Gizesbeing one thar he greatly favoured; hee 
diſcouered hits inrem x0 him, and made him ſand ſecret- 
I; behind acloth in his bed chamber whenthe'Queene 
cameto bed, that he mizht ſee her naked; when ſhe had 
ſtripped he: (elte out of her <lothes,ready to goeto bed, 


hauing {i\coucced thoſe PAartcs (miſtruſting — 
G 2 whic 
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which modeſtie and ſhame would have kept ſecter,Gy- 
ge: ſhewerh himſelfe ro her ; whom when the had eſpi» 
cd, and percciued the treacherie , ſhe was INAgreat a» 
ony , and conceived a deadly. diſpleaſure agatnſtihe 
fing her husband, And within fewe dayes aftcr,(he cal- 
led Gyees ſecretly to her, & intimaring to him, the griete 
ſhe had taken by this ſhametull prafliſe of the king , ſhe 
told him,that either he muſt kiil che king, or ſuffer death 
himſelfe , If Gyges would kill her husband, ſhe would 
marrie 'him, and make him King of Zidis, Gyges, 
whether for feare of his ownelife, or throughan ambi- 
tious deſireto raigne, by the helpe of the Deuill , made 
aring of that vertue, that whenſocuer he pur the ſcale 
to the palme of his hand, he ſhould be inuilible , And. 
aſpiring to the kingdomeof Lidis, by meanes of the 
ring he killed the king Cendaules, and all thoſewhom 
hethoughrt might be any hinderance or obſtacle to his 
purpoſe (they falling downe dead , but no man.ſceing 
who ſluethem) and married the Queecne, andbecame 
Gaſſer an exceeding rich Romane, aſter che manner - 
of rich men, not content with that vameaſurable riches 
hee polleſſed, but delirous of more, procured himſelfe 
to be made Generall of the Romaines Armie, mthe 
warres againſt the Parthians, becing then rhreeſcore 
ceres old, where he was ouerthrowne and (laine, wich 
is ſonne, & almoſt all the Army of the Romaines, And 
wetuc himihe greater diſgrace, the Parthians cauſed 
his mouth co be filled full of golde, with theſe wordes; 
chou haſt thirſted after golde, now take thy fill . This 
Creſſes was vied to ſay,that noman was to be accounted 
rich, except hecould maiatainean Arauc of men, with 
his owne goods. 


But 


(EN 4 YI 4 =» - . _— 
28G S A ae it} - ; bs "0h; © "Ke 0 

; 2 Y q n S® IS + 2 Sa AR aA 75S) EN. "I 

. © $ S LY * __ "I Rouge i - #2 ws 

FR wy s "2365 » 


% 


 _ Of the Felleitieof man, 8: 

Bue the pride n by 
riches in the Heathens, is not ſomuchto bee maruelled 
at, ifwe conſider the principall-Prelates oftheChri- 
ſtians , from whom examples of humilitie , andcon- 
remptof worldly wealth ſhouldproceed, who have bin 
carried away from theyr profeſsion, by the infeQtion of 
that diſeaſe . Saint Berzard inucighing , not vvithout 
cauſe, againſt the vaine and ſuperfluous pompe of the 
Prelatesin histime , which grewby the abuſe of rheyr 
abundance of riches , vvho vvere not ſo much corrup- 
red, as they haue beene ſince, painted them out'in their 
right colours, and complaineth thus: Thereis(quorh 
he) an infamous, and defiled ſort of men, that raigne in 
the whole body of the Church, the Miniſters of Te- 
ſus Chriſt ſerue Antichriſt, They ict vp and downe in 
reat honour and pompe , with the Lords goods, bur 
they give no honour to the Lord And that is the 
whores attire, which ye ſee euery day carried abour; 
T heir ſaddles,bridles, and ſpurres be guilt, the furniture 
of their feere is ſer out with more pride and pompe, 
then the Temple of God, Their ſpurres be berter guilt, 
then their Altars. Heereof it commeth, that their ta- 
blesbe ſo ſumpruous, and furniſhed with delicate 
meares; their rich cupboords of plate: from thence 
commeth their glutronie, and drunkenneſſe, and har- 
monie of their pleaſant inſtruments, their ſweere wine; 
the money alſo which they hanein their purſes com- 
meth from thence , And that they may haue the frui- 
tion of theſeplcaſures atthefull, makethemſclues 
Prelates of Churches. This isnot (faith he) to adorne 
the ſpouſe of Teſus Chriſt, bur this is to rifle her; this 
isnotto preſerue her, but to deſtory her; this isnotto 
defend her, but to giue hertotheeues fora pray , The 
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Ls -  Theſecoutbevter”  - ; 
of theſe men, was farre differing from' the 
pooreeſtare of Saint Peter, and Saint Tohn, that had nor 
apennietogiueto the lame man , that askedtheiralmes 
atthe Church doore. V Vhich-putreth me it minde; of 
apretietaunt, given bya Friertoa Pope, thar glory- 
ing in his riches, exalted himſelfe aboue Saint Pe- 

- PopeSixtw the fourth , being-exalted from apoore 
Franciſcane Frier to that dignitie, brought a Frier of 
the ſame order into his Trealurie, and ſhewingto him 
his great wealth and riches, ſayd ; Looke Frier, I cannor 
fay as Saint Peter did , Gold and(iluer haue I none, No 
ervly (quoth the Frier) no more can you ſay as Saint 
Peter ſaidto the lame , and (ickeot the palſey, Arife vp 
and walke, 

Thelike raunt the Archbiſhop of Collenreceiued for 
thelike pride, of a poore husbandinan, who as he was at 
plovgh in the ficldes,ſceing a great troope of horſe-men 

awell armed (after the manner of the Princes of Germa- 
ny) palsing by , asked of the ftormoſt companie , who it 
was that came after ; and being aunſwered, that it 
was the Archbuhoppe of Collen, this countrie fellowe 
fell into a great laughing ; and being asked why hee 
laughed; Becauſe (quoth hee) Samr Peter, the Prince 
of Prelatcs, lined poorely, to leaue his ſucceſſours rich, 
VVord being brought two the Archbiſkoppe , whar this 
fellowe had ſaid, hee meaning to excuſe and iuſtifie 
himſelte ; Doeſt thou not know (quoth hee) that I am 
botha Biſhop, anda Duke, and haue both the juriſ- 
dictions? Then the fellowe laughed more then he did 
before, and being demaunded the cauſe; I pray you 
Sir (quoth hee) let me aske you this 66 ve. ; If 
the Duke ſhall happen to bee in hell, where a 

ne 


Of the Felicitic of man, ” 
the Biſhoppe bee ? One reporteth- of aPrieftthary= 
ſed to haue a nette ſpread vppon histable-where hee 
dined, that hee might the rarher by thar-meanesre- 
ſemble Saint Peter , that was a Fiſher , to whom Chriſt 
ſaide, when hee followed him, that heeſhouldrake 
men, This Prieſt by his diligentpreaching;, - (which: 
hee vied ſo long as hee was kept bare) was atthelaſt ad« 
vaunced to a Biſhopricke : and when heecamehome 
todinner , being a Biſhop, finding the netre ſpread 
vppon his table, after his vſuall manner: Nowe take a- 
way the nette (quoth heeto his ſernant) I haveraken 
that which I fiihed for. The worlde hath toomanie 
ſuch fiſhers, SY 

But where hath beene founde intheſe latterages 
among Prelates, that contempt of vvorldlie __ 
and pride, that vvas in that great Clearke Origen, the 
ſame of vvhoſe excellent learning -and fingleneſſeof 
life , being brought to the earesof Alexander Seve= 
rw , the Romaine Emperour, hee ſent for himto come 
to Rome, and commaunded the Prouoſt of Zgyps ,: to 
furniſh him vvith all thinges neceſlarie for his: jour« 
ney, V Vhen this Prouoſte had prouided him-a-ſhipy 
and all rhinges neccſſarie, and beheld. him bur ſimply 
apparrelled , hee prepared for him diverſe garments, 
in the moſt honeſt and comely ſort that Phi 
then vied : but Origen would receaue no part there« 
of, not ſo muchas hoſe. or ſhoves , burilike as hee 
vied alwayes to goe from his childe-hood (that was, 
inalingle garment of cloth, and bare-foote) ſo vent 
heetoRome , .And when , at his arryuall, there were 
br to him a Mule, and-a Charriot. ro» vie; 
which hee beſt liked ; hee aunſwered,, thathee was 
muchleſle then his LEY who _— 
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day in all his life, and that was __— Aﬀe-mare; 
And therefore hee would not ride, except hee vvere 
ſicke or decrepit , ſoas his Dor not ſerue him 
_— And vvhen hee vvas neo the preſence 
of the Emperour and his Mother, the Emperour with 
moſt gentle countenaunce embraced him as he kneeled, 
and enforced him ro ſtand vpon his feete « His mother 
alſo ſalured him with the like curteſie, & reioyced much 
5 ——-—» HUGH beholding h and 
TheEm 1ldi is native we, 
ſterne countenaunce, iudged himin his *.no to be are- 
uerent perſonage, Then demaunded hee of him, whar 
hee profeſſed . And vvhen hee aunſwered, Feritie, the 
Emperour asked him , what heemeant thereby ? It is 
the V Voord (quoth hee) of the living GOD, which 
is infallible. The Emperour asked; VVhich is theli- 
uing G OD, and vvhy hee ſo called him ? Origen, aun- 
ſwered, that he did put that diſtintion, for a difference 
from them, vvhom men (beeing long drowned in. er- 
rour) did call their Gods ; vvhomthey confefle to haue 
bin mortallonce,& to haue died. But the G OD vvhom 
hee preached , was cuer living, and never died: and is 
the life of all things that be , likeas he was the creator 
of them, 

And when the Emperour had required him, to de- 
clare the vnitic of G O Dthe creator, hee deuoutly:lif- 
ring vp 10 es ove a __ meditation, with an inc6+ 

rable and com ious eloquence, forthwith opened 
-" miſterie, in ſuch wite dais as welltrortheE 
and his [re asto all __ by, irſeemed 
vvere broughr out of a , andthenbegannets 
ſee things as they were in ary that which before 
they honoured, and eſteemed, were bur vaine _y 


; | 


ſuch grear and wonderfull + ſhould bo- 
nour for God, a man that was crucified , being butof 
a pooreeſtare and condition ,, O noble (faid 
Origen) conlider what honour the wiſe! Atheniens 
ar this preſent, doe tothe name and imageot Codrav, 
their laſt king, for that when they had warres with 
rhe made ey ary 

, that i cy noer 4 '» 

ſhould p_ AO mow par 
preferrin people - 
Cabin rooke ro him ents of a flaue,.and 
went to his enemies cam 
of purpoſe with ſome of t 
RP EILIIOEY he was b 


knowne to the enemies, —_— d, rai 
their campe and departed, for this cauſe the 
Atheniens have euer e had the name- of 'Codrue 
im reverence worthily , and not with ous cauſe, -Now 
then conſider , moſt excellent Prince, how much more 
worthily , with what greater reaſon.and bounden du- 
tie, oughe we and all men to honour Chiiſt , |being 
the Sonne of God, | and God,,, who- not tO pre- 
ſerue mankinde from of the Deuil, - Dis aun- 
cient enemic, bur alſo to-deli rn hy ft 


n The ſeconded ; 
againſt reaſon, of his ownechoſen peoplethe Tevves} 
vnto whom he had extended benefits innumerable,and 
afrer his tc nativirie vvere his narurall people = 
and ſubiects, he quarrelling with them, by declaring ts 
chem their abuſes,and pricking them with condignere- 
bukes, at the laſthe was nor (Jaine with fo calic a death, 

as Codres vas, but in moſt cruell faſhion, - was ſcou 

vntill no place in his body was without wounds, & then = 
had long and ſharpe rhornes ſet and preſſed "_ his 
head, and after long torments and deſpights, hee vvas 


conſtrained to beare 2 heauie Croſic , whereon after= 
ward both his hands and feete were nailed,with long & 
great nayles of yron, and the crofſſe with his naked and 
bloody bedy being lift vp on high, was let fall with vio= 
lenceinto a mortaiſe,that his joynts were diſlolued, And 
notwithſtanding all this torment and ingratitude,he ne- 
uer grudped,bur lifting vp hiseyesto heaucen,he prayed 


with a loud voice, ſaying; Father forgiuechemi,for 
know not what they doc. 

This was the charitie moſt incomparable of the ſonne 
of God} yed for the redemption of mankind;who 
by the iran(greſcion of Adam,the firſt man that cuer was 
created, was taken priſoner by the deuill , rhatis roſay, 
keprinthe bondage of crrour and {inne,from aCtuall vis 
fiorrof Gods maieitie, vnrill = _ n this wiſe redces« 
med; according as it was ord at the beginning -. || 
-- 'Atthele woods of Origen, they | 942. man 
were wonderfully aſtonied,and therewith the Emperor 
with a ſturdy countenance faid ro: Origen : You haue 
wonderfullyſet forth a lamentable hiflory, but yer.not< + 
withſtanding therein be things darke and ambiguous; 
whicl irea more plaine declaration: for whatma | 
keth you bold co atfirme, that Icdſus which inthis vviſe | 

was 
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called him ? Sir, (ſaid Origen) ſufficient teſtimony,which 
of all creatures reaſonable ought to be belicued; and for 
moſt certaine . tobe : Tyrone 
is chat ? (faid che Emperour.) © (laid Grigene) it 

indiuers things. Firſt the promiſe of GOD. by whom 
this world was made: alſo by his holy Scripture, ſpea- 
king by the movthes of his Prophets, as well Hebrewes 
as Greckes, and other, whom yecall # ates , and Sybillas. 
Thirdly,by the nativitie of leſus ofa pure virgin, with- 


out carnall company of a man: the moſtpureand cleane 
forme of his living, withour ſinne:. his rg divine 


and celeſtiall: his miracles moſt wonderfull-and innu- 
merable : all grounded on cbaritie onely,withouroſten- 
cation: his vndoubrfull & perfetreſtweeQion, the third 
day after he was putto death: his glatious aſcention-vp 
into heauen , in the preſence and light of fiue hundred 
perſons, which were vertuous, and of credence: alſothe 
gift of the holy Ghoſt, in ſpeakingall matnerot] 
ges, andinterpreting the Scripture, not onelyby bim- 
ſclfe, bur alſo afterwardsby his Apoſiles and Diſciples, 
and giuen to other, by impoſition of their hands; And 
all theſe ordinarily followed according tothe (aide pro- 
miſes andprophecies,  Fomitto ſpeakafthdeonfelrion 
of deuils, which by Teſus , andhis'Apoſtlesin hisname 
werecaſt out of people which were poſleſſed, The Ora- 
cles and anſ\veresof them , whom ye vntruly call Gods, 
doe remaine in confirming this eedimonits Aabarken 
Origen had ſayd all this , he forthwith -beganhere; ond 
diſcloſed the anſwers of Apolld ; made at Delghot ,i affir- 
ming Teſus to be God , Andafterward-hee recited and 
declared the prophecies, as well of the Hebrewes, avof 
the Sybilles, and other, Laſt, the promiſe of _ 
UN» 
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Pariackes;by the vvhich it manifeſtly appeared, that Te: 
ſas was Chriſt, and GOD, and that by histemporall 
natiuitie, he was king of [ſraell, and that the lewes were 
his naturdll ſubiets. V Vhich declaration of Origeve, 
was ſo cuident and plat tr 1s HI 
derfull eloquence, deuotion, and learning , it 
yo 09s merry diuers others that h———_ 
agree Art of Chriſta fat 8 dc: b 
trine. And fopthat time, the Emperour licenſed Origene 
ro returne to Alexandria, And whenthis Em on 
atime perceived ſome to vvonder at the learning of 0- 
rigene , Whereby they were induced tro embracerhe 
Chriſtian profeſwon : Truly (quoth hee) the humilicie 
and ence! the Chriſtian people,which I hauc heard 
of and do daily behold , doth much more ſticremeeto 
belicue that tis God, then the reſidue of his per» 
ſwaſjon. 

And another _ _ IG contended 

ou ether, and accuſed each other for ſpeaki 
Lover My words againſt the Emperor, hee then 
beforehim , and prohibited them to name themſelues 
Chriſtians, ſaying : your pride & malice do declare, thar 

ebe not the followers of him whom yeprofeſſe:wher- 
Neethough yee fande lacke in me,which I will gladly a- 
mend, yet wil I notler you, againſt iuſtice, reproue him 
by your aQts, whoſe life & doctrine you all do affirmero - 
be ed and without any lacke . Thus was this 


nobleEmperor and his mother, with divers others, by 

the learned ſpeech of this man (agreeing with the ſim- 

plicitic and ſmgleneſle of his life, | voideof all pride and 

pompe,andrhe humilitie and charity vſed in thoſe daies 

among Chriſtans) induced to embrace chriſtian profeſ- 

ſion. Bur the pompe and pride, that riches hath —_— 
t 


Chalſtianitic. For when. the.rev 
led, that was bred in mens harts,Q 
life that went before,it wasnorto, 
ſuch contrariety of manners and examp! 
followed , ſhould bring foorththe ſame ef 
Chriſtians of thoſe dayes (eemedto pr VErtue Dey. 
fore riches, with Selpn, that ſayd...._ . i arteel 
Al nos wirtutenm non permutapamus # £ 
Pulchraque virtutis mneners dinttiiy. | |. 
Virtutis quonian ſemper poſſeſsio peritat: 
Incerta varia ſorte feruntur opes. 
Examples of comempt of wor 
are not ſo rare to befound among 
mong the Chriſtians. Democritue a | 
ta, entring into the due con(ideration. of the vanitie of 
worldly goods and cares, determined toalterthe courſe. 
of his former life , and giue him(clſeroc lation 
Hee vſed often togoe Jane vp to theropotahill thar 
joyned to the Cittic of Abderita, where hee would kill 
dogs and calues,& rip them vp, . and make Anaromie of 
them z & cuer as he ſaw how-aptly nature had compact 
the intrailes and members together,toſeruethe neceſla- 
rie vſes of the creature, he would fall into a great laug} 
ing , He vſed this ſo often,that the Senarqurs maruelli 
what hee meancto goe ſo much vp this hill, ſene. one (c+ 
cretly after him, to watch what he did, This fellow be- 
holding covertly his manner ,, how hecur vp dogs and 
calues,and laughed at he knew not what, brought worc 
tothe Senarours what hee had ſcene, They ſuppoling 
bimto bemad,or become fooliſh, were very lorry, anc 
lamentcd his caſe to one of the Sages ,, or Þ 


of Greece, that wasnewly come to the towne. They 
told him what a preat lofſe they had, of ſo graue & wiſe 
a Senatour, that was now becomea foole , and deſired 
him'to examine the cauſe of his ſuddaine alteration, and 
ro perſwade him, if he could, ro leaue off thoſe fooliſh 
manners,& to reduce him againe to his former grauitie 
andcourſe of life. This man watched when hewenr vp 
thehill; and followed ſecretly after. And when hee had 
beheld him awhile, quartering his doggs, and laughing 
after his vſuall matner ; he cameto him, and reprehen- 
ding him for his laughing , admomiſhed him to recall 
himſelfero his former grauitie, Democrites, after hehad 
ended his perſwaſions, Teadeth him to the ſide of the 
hi!l,, where they mightlooke into the Citty and Coun- 
rrey round about. Now (quorh he) imagine that you ſee 
all chingsrhar are done within the Citry : Looke (ſayrh' 
he) whar familiafitje is betweene that young man',' and 
the young woman you fee, which is yonder old mans 
wife , thereis a bargaine makingro ſet a paire of hornes 
onthe old manshead. And doeyou ſee yonder two fel. 
lowes, how they watch for the plaine man, rhar trauel- 
ſeth about his buſineſſe,ro kill him, & to take his purſe? 
And looke n1 the other ſide, how that young man,that' 
married yonder o\d woman for her goods, prouideth a 
drinke to diſpatch her,that hz may marry a young vvo- 
man . Ar the end of euery of rheſe queſtions, Democrs- 
far,after his vſuall maner, would fall into a great laugh- 
ing, VVbe he had miniſtred divers of theſe kind of que- 
tions, whereby he noted the ordinary vices, and lewde 
behaviour of many, which weretoo comon in Citries, 
and other places, where is much concourſe of people, as 
rhough they had beheld thE in ation, Is there any man 


(quorth hee) char ſecth theſe things, that can forbearers 
laugh? 


taugh ? Aſter this. manthat was ſcat by the Senatou 
ha ſony ma a er tus, hee retur 

ned tothem: w ing that, ace bad periwaged, nin! 
to be of another minde, RY meetc him , an 

were deſirous to know what had paiſed berweenthem : 
You aredeceiued (quothhe) in Democritws, that thinke 
himro be mad or fooliſhfor he is iſe, and all you 
be fooles, He withdcawethnot himſelte tron the COM» 
pany of you and others ,. becauſe hee is our of his £ 
miade but hee looketh into the vanitics of the world, 
with a ſound and vprightiudgement; and bath in con- 
remprt this worldly wealth,. and honours, and pompe, 
cſtecming thoſe things as the frumps of Fortune, which 
ye exalt abouc theskies, &takeſor felicitie: and giveth = 
himſelfe to the ſtudie of Philoſophic,, and contemplati- 
on of the workes of GOD, whertcinconliſleth the true 
Tuan 527 2 fling hich 

Diogenes alter his accuſtomed icothng manner,whi 

he vſed to reprehend vice, andto dra menfrom ouer 
much care andeſtimationof worldlie matters, (for there 
is no cauſe to let men from ſpeaking thetruth ,, though 
inieſt) ona time, as he ſatein his tubbe vpon the (ſide of 
the hill, that looketh intothe Citty of Syracaſs, which 
was ſituate at the foote of the hil, beholding. enery man 
occupied in ramming vp theyr gates , and preparing 
things neceſlarie for defence of their City againſttheir 
enemies, that were comming to beliege it, he rolled his 
tubbetrom the top of the hal to che borrome, and from 
thence vp tothe top againe, and then ouenhwart the 
hill, from one(ſideto another; and becing azked what 
he meant ta labour ſo hard; Looke CY he) what a 
ſtirre yonder.is,/ pointing Jowne to the Towne, it is no 
reaſonthat I be ile, whea my Citizeas reſo oops. 
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22" Ar-wh hee would giuemen to vnderſtand} 
hat aduantage they had , that contented them(clues 
with a meane cftate, that is voyde bf all feare and dan- 
ger,and free from the vncertaine accidents of vvauering 
torrune, ouer them that live in abundance of vvorl 
wealth & honours, alwayes ſubieQtoa number of mif- 
_ aduentures, not onely of the loſſe of rhat they poſleſle, 
and eſteeme forrheicr felicitie, but of rheyr lives alſo,and 
ofthem rthatbe moſt deere torhem. Of whom riches is 
preatly eſteemed, he is neither beloued of vertue,nor of 
God : neither can that man arraine to divine things, that 
hath not reieQed the delighrs of money , and of the 
body. of j 
Bias one of the ſages of Greece, when therowne was 
wonne by their enemies, and leaue giuen to every man 
to carry his goods away with him, Bias beeing met car- 
rying nothing (whereas all others were throughly la« 
den) and asked, why he carried not his goods, as all 0- 
ther men did theyrs? I carry (quoth hee) all my goods 
wich me : accounting nothing apperraining to him, but 
the goods and pifts of his minde: as the Poet ſaith ; 
Diaitias animi ſolas eco marco veras, 
Lui rebws plarss ſe facts ipſe ſuts, 

vvhere the deſire of riches hath gotten the vpper hand, 
all good things be our of eftimarion, 

he mention of this 8:as, bringeth to my remem- 
brance, a norable example of modeſtte, -and contempe 
of riches, ſhewed by the ſcaven Sages, or wiſe men of 
Greece, whereof 8:as was one, As certaine Fiſhers were 
drawing their ners to Land , one bought theyr draught 
at aducmture,not yer knowne what was within them. lt 
chancedthem todraw vp' encloſed within their nets, 
table of guide, of great waighrand value, gy ee 

urous 
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deſirous to reſeruerothemſelues the golden table, 
that they ſolde onely the fiſh: the otheraffirmed ,, hee 
bought the fortune, T he c6tention grew ſo vehement, 
that the matter was brought before the people of the 
Cirtie, to giue their cenſure , They conſidering the 
ſtrangenes of the marter,& the great value of rhething, 
referred the iudgement to theyr God Apolls at Delphoz. 
And when aunſwere was made by the Oracle, that hee 
that excelled all others in wiſedome , ſhould haue the 
table : they gaue it witha generaltconſent to Thales, one 
of the Sages: he ſent it to By«s : Byas ſent it to Pittaras : 
he to another : and fo paſting through the hands of all 
the ſeauen Sages, it cameat laſtro Solon ; who ſent it to 
Apollo, as the wiſeſtof all other; and moſt woorthy of ſo 
= a gift, But in what country would the like mode- 

icandcontempt of gold be found intheſe latter daies ? 
In top onely , & in no other common wealth of the 
world. VVho is he that thinketh ſo ſimply of himſelfe, 
that being once poſleſſed of ſuchathing, would yeelde 
ouer his intereſtro any other, as the worthierman? A 
cleane contrary courſe would betaken; the oneto keep 
the poſſeſsion, the other to recouer it from him would 
never leaue contention in law,vntilltheir Aduocates,by 
a certaine ſymparhie,and attractive verrue, asthe load- 
ſtone draweth iron, hauedrawentothEſcluesthegold, 
leauing peraduentureto the other,a table of lighter ſub- 
ſtance. A matter grownetoo common in many coun- 
tries; which made Ferdinandoking of Spaine, when he 
firſt made conqueſt of the VVeſt Indies, expreſlyto for- 
bid, thatno Lawyers ſhould paſſe into rhoſecountreyes, 
lcaſt they ſhould ſowe (cede of contention amo 
thoſe ſimple people, wherof they werethen free,whic 


Y / bcc perceiued, bytheir meanes was overmuch vied in 
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Heathecles king of Sicilia viced great modeſticinthe 
middeſt of his riches and was yy eſtate ; which con- 
trariwiſe puffeth vp the moſt part of men with pride, 
and maketh them to forget themſelues. This man be- 
ing a poore porters ſonne, by his vertuc was aduanced 
ro the kingdome of Sicilia, bur nothing aſhamed ot his 
baſe parentage (after the common cuſtome of men-in 
ſuchcaſes) he would be ſerued ordinarily at his table, 
with earthen veſſels, entermingled with his cuppes of 
old, viing theſe words tothole that came to vile him, 
=_ ro excite them tovertue: Behold, wharitisto 
perſeuer in trauell and paines-taking, to become menof 
verrmeand courage * Heeretofore we madetheſe porres. 
of earth, and now we make theſe of gold, . 
 Philipthat good king of Macedon reprehended ve- 
rie aptly couctouſneſle, and greedie deſire of worldly 
wealth and poſleſ(sion ; for falling by chaunce flat ro the 
round , ina place where men viedto wreſtle ,and be- 
olding the tation of his body printed 1a the duft, 
Good Lord (quoth he) how little ground muſt we haue 
by nature ! and yer we delire all the habitable world, 
Semiramis Queeneof the Aſ/yrians , made an apt 
deuwile to reprehead couctouſneſle : he had made a ſe+ 
pulcher for her felfe ouer the gates of the goodly citic 
of Babilon , whereupon ſhe had cauſed ro beengrauen 
theſe words: If any king of Babilon that ſha!l ſucceede 
me, (hall want money, let him openthis monument; 
and take what hee ht: but if hee haue noneede, ler 
him not open it, for it will not bee - beſt tor him 
Darius , atter the ſucceſston of many kings (none 
of which durſt rouchthe croombe) being 2llured with' 
the hope of great riches;;:opencd it;, and found no 
Wl. money, 
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money , but theſe wordes written in a table; If thou 
were not a verie couetouſe man, and vnſatiably defirous 
of riches , thou wouldeſtneuer haveopenedtheſepul- 
cher of the dead, 

Pontanus, and others, report of a Cardinall at Rome, 
called Angelor, that was pretily puniſhed for his co- 
verouſneſſe. This Cardinall was ſo much ouercome 
with this vice, that having a trappe-doore, our of his 
earnour, where his corne lay , into his ſtable, hee'vied 
to come downe that way ſecretly in thenight , withour' 
acandell, and to ſteale away the oates which were ap» 
pointed for his hotſes, He vſed this ſo long, that 
one of his horſe-keepers, maruailing howe the oates 
ſhould be ſtolen, the ſiable doore being faſt locked, 
hid himſelfe ſecretly vnder the ſtrawe, and watched 
if any man would come forthe oates. The Cardinall 
according to his cuſtome, camein the darkefor his 
oares : whim when the horſe-keepereſpied (not know- 
ing who it was)ran to him with a Raffe, and did ſo beate 
his maiſter the Cardinall, that he was faine to be carried 
away with foure men, halfe dead ; ſufficient penancefor 
ſuch a fault, 

But 10bn eAfaria Duke of eMillane, puniſhed with 
more (cueritic a Prieſt, that through couetouſneſle 
denied a poore widowe the execution of his office, 
inburing her husband , becauſe ſhe had nor where- 
with to deſray the charges of the buriall, Forthe Duke 
going in perſon to the funerall of thedead bodie, 
cauſed the Prieſt, that would have fold, 'andmade 
marchandiſe of the giftes of God, to be faſtbound 
to the corps, -and lo caſtthem both into the pit to-. 
pether, 

But the couetouſe man, was neuer more hardly 
H 2 matched 


SLY ES 


Ae i D 
C45 


= The ſecond booke 
matched,nor cunningly ouerraken, then by the envious 
man , in the poeticall figment , which aptly ſerteth 
foorth the conditions of enuious and couetous men z 
both which vices are enemies to felicitic The Poets 
fained , that /wpiter being diſpoſed to vnderſtand the 
eſtate of the world, ſent downe one of his Angels, 
inthe forme of a man; whom hee appointed to fall 
into the company of two trauellers, whereof the one 
Was a couetous man , the other an enuious man, After 
they hadtrauelled certaine dayes iourneys together, 
in which time the Angell had learned many things of 
them, and was throughly ſatished of thethings hee 
deſired to know , hee dilcouered himſelfe whoſe meſ- 
ſenger hee was , and having power from /wpiter ro be- 
ſtow his liberalitic vpon them, hee offered ro recom- 
pence them preſently for their good companic : Hee 
willed them to aske = ha they would ,and he that made 
the firſt demaund, ſhould bee fully ſatished of that 
heasked, and the other ſhould haue double ſo much. 
This liberall offer bred much contention berweenethe 
trauciilers, The couetous man, whole delire of gaine, 
is alwayes vnſatible, ,obſeruing rhe promiſes of the An- 
ell, ro be double ſo much to the ſecond , as the firſt 
ſhould haue, would not make the firſt demaund. The 
enuions man, whoſe propertic is to with no good to anie 
other, vſed lilence; determining rather ro looſe the be- 
nehre of the firſt A fellowe ſhould have 
double ſo much, 

After much courreſie berweene them , who ſhould 
firſt aske,, the enuious man perceiuing, that a demaund 
muſt of neceſsitic be made, to the ende by ſuffering a 
{imple harme, inhimſelfe, hee might bring double 


ſomuch to his companion , he delired of the Ange 
& 


ol 


| of! 
that one of | his eyes might bee ep temp runs 
done , his companion was made blindof both his eyes 
Chilon (ith , that loſſe isto bee preferred before vn- 
honeſt gaine . Ameſis King of Egypt, madealawe, thar 
the Prztor ſhould examine every mans manner of liuing; 
and if hee found any that lived by vnhoneſt gaine;, hee 
was puniſhed as a wicked man. And'in the time of 
Alexander Senerus , there were many perſons thar lived 
by vſurie, vvhich brought many to extreame pouertie 
and lack , The Emperour commaunded grear diligence 
to bee vſed, to ſearch out thoſeconmrracts , and anemo+ 
riall of the moſt notable" priefes ro bee given him; 
VVhich when hee had conſidered, hee puniſhed the 
vſurers, and gaue libertie roche men, tharwere 
oppreſſed . Acouctous man, fayth Sewers, doth no- 
thing well, but when heedierh; for then that money, 
which hee hath long hoorded vp , withour employing 
it to any vſe, is diſperſed abrode into many mens hands, 
and ſeruerh forneceſlarie vſes, 

Deteſtabilius mil terya creauit anars : 

Et nim1o [acripeins amore nibil, 
Gold and ſilver, of irſelfe, is neither good nor euill; bur 
the vic, or abuſe maketh it good or bad. Money vvas 
not ordained to be hoorded vp incoffers, as coue+ 
_ men vſe, burto bee employed, ro ſerue'ourneceſ- 
tie, 

To this purpoſe I remember a ſtorie, of an Aduocate 
of Fenice (which wee calla Counſeller - ar lavwe) rhat 
had gotten much money by his facultie, and vvas 
ſent by the State of Femce, to Rome, tobeetheir 
agent with the Pope, Before heerooke his journey, 
hee came to rake his leaue of his father , who dwelr 
inthecouncric, nor farre fromPenice, and was bur 2 
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man of meane eſtare , and brought his money with 
him, which hee locked vpina coffer , and delivered 
the key therof ro his father, to be kept vniill his rerarne, 
After hee was gone towards Rome, the father deli: 
roustoſee what the ſonne had locked vp (o faſt in his 
coffer, 'openethir, and findeth agreat manie bagges 
full of money : hee raketh out the money, and fil 
leththe bagges full of ſand, and locketh faſt the cok. 
fer againe. In his ſonnes abſence, hee builderh his 
houſe with his ſonnes money, which before was old and 
ruinous, and ſtuffcth ithandfomely , and apparelleth 
himſelfe, his wife and children, in decent fort , which 
before were ſomewhat bare ; and avgmentred his 
fare with berrer prouiſion, ſo asallthinges, with him 
was greatly amended , After fome two or three yeares, 
when the Aduocate was returned to Yexice, and from 
thence to vilite his father, hee marvelled to ſee ſuch 
an altercation, Hee beganne to conlider with him- 
ſeife, how his fathers eſtate could beethus fuddainly 
amended , and delirous to ſee, whether his money 
were late, he receiueth thekey of his father, and ope- 
neth his coffer , and finding the bagges full, miſtra- 
ſted nothing, bur thoughs all had beene well, as hee left 
it. Atter a tew dayes, | having occalton to vie money, 
hee openeth his bagges, one after another , and fin- 
ding (and in place of his money, being greatly per- 
plexed', hee ranne downeto his father, and told him, 
that hee was robbed : his father ſcemedto maruell; 
How can that be (ſonneſayd hee) ſeeing I kept the key 
of your cofter during your abſence ? it is nor poſsible 
that you can be robbed , The Aduocate aftirmingit 
earneſtly ; Come (layd his father) let vsgo (ee, I cannot 
belecucit. V V hen the cofter was open Ren_ 
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thefather) dernonjanebophwmebilimaiaiiaiegs 
I knew you could not be robbed,” Yea father (fayd 
the Aduocate)the bags be full, butir is fand,the mony is 
gone, It is alone to thee(my ſonne,quoth he)ſo the 
be full . Thou wouldeſt but let it lic here faſt locked 
thecoffer; I have taken foorth the mony,and employed 
it to thoſe vices for which was ordained « Thou 
ſeeſthow I haue built my houſe, and lled my 
(elfe, thy mother , and thy brethren and tifters, Thus 
aptly betaught his ſonne, by anextraordinaric kind of 
demonſtration, how money ſhould be vied. 

Dionſ;us vied the like meanes, bur with lefle ſeueritie, 
ro make knowen that mony was to beemployed, and 
notrobee hoorded, For, hearing-of a rich man that 
liued miſerably, and hid his money vnder the ground, 
hee commaunded him vpon paine of death , tobring 
his money to him , The man notwithſtanding kept 
ſome part of it backe, and brought him-thereſt, and 
went into an other rowneto dwell; - where hee em+ 
ployed that money that was left, - mn buying of land, 
and houſes , and (ſuch things as hee lacked; andliued 
berter with that part,then he did beforewiththewhole, 
V Vhich-when Deanyfws heard, he ſent for the-manzand 
told him, that ſeeing now he knew the vic of money, he 
would reſtore his moneyto him againe, and delivered 
all he tooke from him, M0144 | 

Calophs Kityg of Perfia ,, was with: more ſeueritic, 
and-' greater domage ':(by»a-rare )- puniſhed 
tor couctouſneſſe, and too late inſtructed (not as Diogenes 
would, by an others harme, but by his ownelofle and 
ouerthrowe) was adocument and: warning to others; 
how to vſe mony .. Alanking of the Tartarians making 
war ypon him, overthrew Ay rooke him priſoner » 

4 _ his 


TE © as FOE _ YR ou. AST 
__ LS: 2 "mW X b> 2.1 08 c, _ Uk 
"XI Foy ks p 4 $5 
: + *s Fe = _. "IE = Nog S + L- P 
wy COR” y 8-5 w < 
k 2 : ; 
A HEN _ 3 


% 


104 The ſecond booke 
his owne Catie. His ſouldiers fighting very faintly in 
his defence, becauſc hee bad layed vp all his treaforein 
a Tower, and would not pay them their vvages: hee 
vvas by Allan impriſoned in the ſame Tower , vvith 
theſe vvordes; It thou haddeſt not kept: this treaſure 
ſo couetouſlic , bur diſtributed it among thy ſouldi- 
ers, thou mighteſt haue preſcrued thy felfe and thy 
Cittie, Now therefore take thy pleaſure, andeate and 
drinke thereof,ſceing thou haſt loued it ſo well. And fo 
_—_— him rodic for hunger, in the middeſt of all his 
ric 
Dant calleth couerouſnes a wild beaſt, and ſaith thus: 
Perche la beHia per la qual tngr1d1, 
Non laſſa alzrui paſſar par la ſus via, 
LM 4 tanto lo impedi(ſe, che Fuccidl, 
Et ha natura fi ſaluagia F ris, 
Che mai non empie la bramoſa toelia 
Et dope 1/pafto ha pin fame que pri, 
Otrhat couetous men, were as couctous of their owne 
good fame and honour,as they are greedy of other mens 
oods, The wiſe man ſaith, there is nothing more wic- 
ed, then a conetous man: and nothing worſe then 'to | 
loue mony. / And theretore he forbiddeth mento take 
great labour and caretoget riches, It is truly ſaid, that 
men ought not to be more carctull to gather riches for 
their children, then to get renowneamong the vertu- 
ous, ſceing it is a rule thar never faileth, that ofthewic-. 
ked gaine of Farhers,commerh iuſt loflerothe children, 
And this is the difference berweene the couetous man, 
and him that is of anoble mind ; thatthe one careth nor 
how he come by riches,ſo he have ir, the other can rake 
no pleaſure in any thing hee holdeth wrongfully from 
another, For that to remember, by what meanes it was 


gotten, | | 
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rakethaway contentment of the thing be bath, 
where the conſtienceis not quiet (faith one) there 

the reſidue of the man is nothing bur 
That Cittie or Common weatth: Claich Falerive) i 
like alwaies ro continue, where the delices ob the fleſh, 
and money, beareth leaſtrule, | And furely-happy were 
that GEO whereall _— — 
as they are worthy, and no more.” Forexperience (clpe- 
cially in theſedayes) reacherh, that where theloue and 
eſtimarion of. riches hath taken deeperoote, thete ver- 
rue and knowledge, and all other good things are had 


in ſmall regard. 
Apollonius beeing asked , who was thericheſt man in 


all theworld; anſwered, he that was moſt wiſez & the 
pooreſt was he, that was moſt ignorant, | 

AMawricius the Emperour , had the like ſucceſſe 

through his' extreame couctoulneſſe, as C had, 
and his deſtruction foreſeeneby a dreame., a verie 
e manner , This Emperour dreamed on #' time; 
tharone Phocas (ſhould deftroy him; bis wife, & children. 
Thenext day beeing muct troubled with the 'remem- 
brance of this fearetuldreame, he asked a familiar friend 
of his, whether hee knewin all /his dominion.any man. 
called Phocas, He anſwered, that therewasameane man 
of that name in his Armie in 1/ris. And deſirous to 
know the cauſe, why heenquired ſo carneftly for ſuch 
a man, the Emperour told him his dreame; ''Youneede 
not (quorhthe other) feare any ſuchmanerin him: for 

beſides that he is a man-of meane eſtare; and baſecondi- 
rion, hee is alſo raken for a coward;” Hee willbe h 
the Emperour) the morecruell forthar,Irchancedrhar 
this Phocas was aduancedfrom-one ro another, 
vnul hee became the printipall man of the whole Armie, 
at 


3 OTE. : ; Ie ES ls 


ar fuch time, 2s the peopic of C inople and ocher 
places, were in great miſlike with the Emperour for his 
couerouſneſſe, By which occaſion, the Army of 1Uiria 
choſe Phoras for their genera.l, mt rim CO C6- 
ſtancinople againſttheir Emperourg where, accotdi 
to his Sens! he killed che Emperour his wite, andhe 
fine children, and was his ſucceffour in the Empire. And 
afterward beeing pricked in conſcience for ſo horrible 
amurther, Phocas (ent ro the Biſhop of Rome, that if he 
would abſoluc him of that.crime,, hee would giuc him 
the Sapremacie ouer all other Biſhops, and make him 
head of the Church : vvhich the Biſhop didz andhere 
began his authoritic ouer other Biſhops, But this high 
tile, addedtothe large poſſefsions and great riches of 
that Church, hath wrought thateffect,as all men knouy, 
and was notably preſaged by ſome ſupernaturall power 
(asit ſeemeth) in a prodigious ſort, For at the timethar 
Con#antine the great, (it nx be truechat ſome Authours 
report) gaueto Silveſter rhe firſt, then Biſhop of Rome, 
andro his ſucceſſors, the Cicticot Rome, with the Em- 
perours Pallace, called Lateran, and divers other Cities 
and provincesin Italic, there was ſeene a hand without 
any body, wruing vpon the wall of the Laceran,, much 
people becing preſem , and reading it, theſe wordes : 
Hodie venenum Eccleſia ifuſurus ef. Some (ay a voyce 
was heard from-heauean : T his day he will pourepoylon 
ineothe Church. Led; name 
Sithence which tifne, the Popes have vſurped (uch (o- 
ueraigntie oner the Emperours, that they pronounce 
themlſclucs,to be greater thenthe Emperors, & fo much 
greater, as the Sunneis greater thenthe Moone : that is, 
{rxethouland,ſiixe bundred, fortic and finetimes,& ſom- 
what more ; pretending alſo atitleto the Empire, inthe 
| Vacancie: 
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of 
crown ofmen,burthePopeholderth of God;/av 


they knew not, that all power commeth-from God, And 


what was it but the loue anddelireof riches, that made Saee/ 


the Popes kindle the fire of Purgatorie'} knowingthat 
money cannotbe coined without fireanda fofnace.. 
They that thinke externall goods (ſaith Ariffecle). to 


bethe cauſeof happineſle, deceive themſelues no lefle, 


then ifthey ſnppoſed cunning playing on-the Harpe 
abefctiheimbri ; =2 ay chearte, For 
asa body is not ſayd to be perfeCt, becauſeitisrichly 
arrayed, but rather becauſeit is well wned ,' and 
healchfull: ſo the minde well inſtructed,is thecauſerhat 
borh her ſelfe, andthe body are happie,V Vhicticannor 
be layd ofa man, becaufe he is rich, m goldand (iluer, It 
is not poſible ({aith Plato) that a manſhould begood 
indecdc, and very rich, bothat onetime: but he may well 
be happy & good both rogether, And to ſayshata rich 
man is happy; becauſe he is rich , isfaoliſh &childiſ, 


ha 


and vnhappy are they that beleeve it, Belceueme (ſauh: 


Sexeca) thou canſt not be rich and happy. And this pro- 
zeſzions ol this 


pertie is ioyned tothe riches and pol 
world, that iiidome it happeneth ro men ,. long to-cryoy. 
thoſe goods, which with much rraueIthey have gorten, 
T helabour to get themzislong,bur their vie ſhort. And 
he that taketh greateſt paines rogather them, bath of- 
temtimes leaſt vie and pleaſure of them, And he it's char 


thinketh himſclie moſt happy dy haning them,'vwhoſe guev. 


body is charged with vice, and heart laden with cares, 
They bring pride to thoſe that haue them, couctoul- 
neſſe to get them, care to keepe them , and (innero.cn- 
1y chem, And thoſe goods that aregotten by ſhit, ace 
tor the moſt part, loſt with ſhame, Fox it falleth ny by 
Gay 


phate; alan ahachemekedimhergenc 
, tharwhar gette 

wr ſorrowe;the vnthriftic fonne waſteth with 
PR. , andnegligence. And the wicked children in+ 
rethe worſtof the fathers, that is, riches: and are 
diſinherired of the beſt, which are vertues, Riches (ſanh 
one)” and honeftie ſeldome dwell rogether vnder one 
roofe,” And yet. what is more commonly ſayd 2 Heis an 
honeſt man, for he is worth tive hundred pounds, or a 
choufand pounds : as though irwere a ſtrong argument, 
cropraneaman honeſt, becauſe heis rich. V Vhichby 
the opinion oftheſc and other wiſeand learned men, 
and by dayly experience talleth out, for the moſt part, 
cleane contrary. I have great pofleſsions ({aythLMenan- 
der) & all men call me rich; bur no man calleth me hap- 
py,but hethar isrich. Men(faid Thales) are by nature in- 
clined tovertue, bur richesallure them to vice: and in 
ſteed of happineſle, they bring careand ſorrow, And as 
they thar areſicke of the droplte, the more they drinke, 
the thirſtier they are : ſo the more men abound in riches; 
the more they delire ro have , Ponertic isthe nurſe of 
vertnes,and niches of vices , Demecritus was wont to ſay, 
to him that deliceth not riches, alittle will ſeeme much: 
forthe delire of ſmall matrers,maketh men rich, V Vhich 

apreeth withthe Poer : 

Lui mihil affettat, mirum, ommia poſſidet ille. 

For no man ought to cſtecme himſelfe happy, for that 
he harh- more then others; orthatforthe ſamehe is c- 
ſteemed more worthy of honour,though hebelifred vp 
with a winde of vaine glorie by men of little vertue, for 
his power & patrimonie : if he look throughly into the 
matrer, he ſhall ftinde himſelfe the flaue of his owne 
tiches. For little auaileth it ro happineſſe, ro hauelarge 
territories,and great ſtore of land, & ſumptuous houſes 
richly 


Of the Felicitie of man. * 29 
richly furniſhed, and to have hisminde oppreſſed with 
cares , aud his deſires corrupted with: couetouſtiefle : 
which bringeth infamy to the owner, & little 
to the necelsitie of life, Socrates, to onerthat were 
a great thing if a man might baue alithingsthat hee de- 
fired, anſwered, But it weremuch greater, nortodeſire 
at all, He that will make bimſelfe rich ; muſt not adde 
more money tothat he hath z but muſt decreaſe and di- 
miniſh his deſire of hauing , andthinkethatiris all one 
to haue, &not to deſire, For it isno painetolacke, but ©***: 
to him that hath a deſire to have, And this among 0+ 
ther evils , is incident to rich men, Who having gotten 
repuratio,or honour by their riches, the carethey have 
ro maintaine themſelues and their credit intheir eſtate, 
is greater then the pleaſure they take in poſleſging them, 
For every. (mall matter they thinke detratterh much 
from their reputation, and when they lye dying and diſ- 
poling their goods gotten with ſuch toyle of their bo- 
dics, and care totheir minds , danger totheir lives, and 
hazard many times to their ſoules, there is ſuch gaping 
for that they haue, that they haue more trouble tro 
pleaſe all, then they tooke pleaſurertopoſleſleall , Bur 
improperly and vntruly are riches called goods, when 
they bring with them ſo many evils, For greater is the 
number without compariſon, of ſuch, as being good, 
become euill by riches,then of them that being wicked, 
are by riches made good. 

Alexander the great ſent Ambaſſadours to Phocion 
of Athens with apreſent of an hundred talents, being 
in valuc almoſt ewentie thouſand pounds, Phociow, de- 
manding the cauſe of this great gift , ſeeing there were 
ſo many Athenians belides him, ———— uoth they) 


our maiſter cſteemeth you amongall thereſt, for a ver- 
rwous 
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>odped ſeeme,} androbe ſo indeed; and carry his pre- 
ſed 4idnanders offers of worldly goods. For being viſi- 
ted onatimebyHhim, ache was in his'rub; I ſee ( þ. 
Aletanderto Diozencs)) thar thou art poore, and haſt 
neede of many things; aske what thou wilt, and [ vvilt 
giueirthee, Inthe meane time (quoth Diogenes) ſtand 
out of the ſunne, Some of his nobilitie ſtanding by, and 
1g8thar hee ſtudied whar he mightaske , - vrged 
him'to aske ſomerhing. VVherher of vsrwo (faid Dis- 
genes ro Alexander) (cemeth to thee to have moſt neede 
and therforepooreſt ?-I that deſire nothing bur my tub, 
and a little bread; orthou thar art king of Macedon,and 
dooſt hazard thy ſelfe ro' fo 'many dangers , roenlarge 
thy dominions, ſo as the whole world ſeemerh roo lit- 
ele to ſatisfiethy ambitious and coverous mind ? 
Alexander had Diogenes in ſuch admiration forthe c6- 
_ tempt of worldly goods, that he faid with a loud voyce, 
If I werenot Alexander, | would be Diogenes, Hee ſaide 
further, that there was no other felicitie inthis world, 
then eytherto be King Alexandey that commaundeth 
all, orto be Diogenes, that commaundeth Alexander. 
Thelike boldnelle of ſpeech Diemedes the Piratvſedro 
Alexander, being taken and brought before him for Pi- 
racie. Fortheking demanding of him, how hedurſt pre- 
ſumeſoto mob the ſeas withour authoritie: Becauſe 
(quoth he) I rob but with one ſhip, and thon dooſtrhe 
ſame witha great navie, I am accuſed and called a Py- 
rate, and thou a King :But if I hada nauie, and thou bur 
oneſhippe, I ſhould be called a King, and thou a Pyrate. 
Bur the iniquitic of my torrane, and pooreeſtate , and 
thy intollerablepride, & vnſatiableauvarice, hath made * 
Vs 


e Pyrate that hath bur one 
= beone; thati Rr 
which is none of theirs , But theiuſlice andequitic of 
thecauſe, makerh therrue difference, ending 


are to the dignitie and qualitieoft aKing, .- 
The ſame Diogenes ing Pl leon akenfor a 


E; 


Tulins Ceſar palsi dyalittieviliage ad, _ had 
—_— ltle rowne. ; cen econ ar 


red, | 
Ned at ocllly wo worldly, latins, andconten- 
red himſelte ds bad; bur that hee rather vvas 
poore, that had much, andyerdelired more: hn a9: 
thing common:toall richmet- 
Hei Has a notthar Sls one bewho 
delirethnortharwhith he hath nor. - 

 Andwhere'the! deftev5rckethatiben 


torke; chirm wry tbned mcanes, neyrher by rhe 
y theordinancesofinen,thar can re- 


frame them; | fl orberimenes fall to ſeekd for helps 
of the deuill, [co fbdoicobt; There was Prieſt bur few 
yeeres paſt, mthe yerre, . one thouſand five: "as, 
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_ The ſecond Broke I 
thircie, tro vvhom the deuil! had ſhewed creafure in &-. 
chriſtall glaſſe, at Nori . And when the Prieſt, ra« 
hrs 12 his friends with him , went to ſeeke forir 
withoutthe town, he ſaw in the hole where he digged, 
nan og og p_, And as heewene | 
downe into the hole, the carth tell vpon tam, and killed 
him, and filled vp the hole againe. Likewiſe there was 
one that ſought for money by Magicke neere Paris,and- 
as hee would haue taken vp the coffer where it was, a 
while-windecarricd it away , anda peece of the vvalt 

fell vpon him,and made him lame all his life. A iuſtre- 

ward,and agoodexample,tor men to beware how they 


truſtro the deuils helpe , And this wasa A +". 
that happened of late in the yere of grace, one thouſand + 
+ five hundred ninety one: there was one Mark Bragadin, 
that profeſſed himſclfero be an excellent Alcumiſt;, bur 
 indeedeanotable Magician, This man came from Ve- 
nice into Baujere , and there practiſed to makegold, in 
ſuch abundance, that he would gine his friends whole - 
lumpes of golde; making no more eſtimationof golde, 
then of braſſe or iron : he liued ſtately like a Prince, kept 
a bountifull houſe, and had ſeruaunrs of great account, 
and was ſaluted with atitle of dignitie, and drew many. 
Princes into admiration of him; in ſomuch, asheevvas 
accounted another Paraceiſas, Andafter hee had long 
exerciſed his art, made himſeife knownetoall che Prin- 
ces, and was deſired of them all ,'hecamear lengh into © 
the Duke of Bavieres Court, who-finding after a while © 
his fraude andiillufrons, committed himto priſon, And © 
whenthe Duke had commaunded# him to. be examined 
& put to therorture, he deliced hee might ſuffer noſuch * 
pane, promiling that he would of his owne ac- 
cord, allthe wickednefſe that + Y 


en aboe 
thor whey with Muskers, and himſelfeſhould have 
his head ſtricken off, For this milde ſentence hee 'gane 
thankes to the Prince, oememd hee had deſerned 
much more (cuerei at leaſt,” —— 
 4#0beburned. TyTN next day, anewe 
couered with copper, and gpm. ne yew tary x 
eſt, couered likewilewith , lignifying his de- 
ceitin making gold . Hard by oallowes was ſervp's 
ſcaffold alot eovered with blackectoch;vpon the (caf- 
fold was placeda ſeate, wherein this'Alcumiſt ſate;/ ar- 
ray — arelL, Andas hee fare, the execu- 
tioner ſtrooke of ead, The Poer eryerh our , not 
withourcauſe, vponthisloue of riches; 
Aurum dettratter vita princepſque maleram, 
0 qua difficile noir ohiquedelr) ary 
O viinem natum nunguem morialibas efſes. 
Dwlcia ſuppedites que nocuments wirs | 
Yet there want not examples of ſome wiſe men, who 
hauing abundance of riches, andmeancsro increaſe it, 
willingly made choiſe to depart withtheyr riches, as 
an enemie to vertue, and hinderance to many good 
things, and reſerueto themſelues a ſmall portion , De- 
mocritus a very rich man, 'gaue all his patrimonie to his 
Country , reſerving to bimſelfe but a'lictle forme of - 
moneyro live withal, that Us A 
ure 
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\ TheProphes David, perceitingaurvaineed 
and wondering at riches, forwarneth vs rs 
nor aſrayde when thou eet a man maderich, and o 


| ere of his : Forwhen he dyet 
mtr e with-him, nor ſhall his glory de 


ro the vvherher Hee ſhall 
the wer ry 092 apo ret wit 
hee ſhall ſeenomore light-.. The propher Barach wi L 
more rm this q —_— — | 7 
NOW-t heaped ethergo an 
madenoend OO ſcraping ? VVherebethe Princes 
andchey tharuleoverthe beats of the earth? Hee: 
ſwereth bimſelfe prefently, Exterminati ſant , et ad inſt» 
ror deſcenderunt, They are rooted our, and gone ir a 
hell. Saint nd adanrimerkia. Giue ca Tmaur 4 
dement tothe rich men of this worlde , notto-be high 
minded, norto put hope inthe vncertaintie of t 
riches. And yetfor all chat,” nothing, euen in 
dayes, puffcth men-vp morein pride, then grearſtc 
of riches, neither LET ans ro pur great truſt 
inthem; nl] 
VVehada Cardinall heerein in therime-of 
Hemry the (ixt, ſo exceeding rich, that heethought ” 
thing was ableto preuaile againſt bo And v 
lay on his death bed, atd perceiuvedthathemuſ 
murmured and'grudged, If (quoth he)-the R E 
England would fauemy life, I am ableto ger it withpos 
licie, or buyit with my riches, Fye _ hee) will not. 
death be lifted ? will mony doe T2 
Saint /awes ſayth ; Now 
and howicin your miſcriey:l 


egK on your fleſh like fire: You have hoorded 
your ſelues in the laſt. day.. This the holy 
Ghoſt pronounceth, to lignifie vmto vs, how vaineand 
dangerous athing worldly wealth is, and how-fooliſh 
they arethar labour ſo carncſtly forit , tothe perpetuall 
16 fayth ; V Ve came naked into this world, and na- 

ked muſt wee goe forth againe : yet ſomehaue beene (o. 
wedded to their riches, - that they -haue vſed all the 
meanes they could torake them with them , - Athevens 
reporteth of one, that at the houre of his dearhdeuou- 
red many peeces of gold, and ſewedthe reſt in hiscoace; 
commaunding that they ſhould be all buried wich-him, 
Hermocr ates becing loth that any man ſhould enioy his. 

- goods after him, madehimſelfe by his will, heire ofthis 
owne goods, The Cardinall Sylberpergey tooke fo grear 


a pleaſure in money, that when hee was grieuoully rot- 
mem with the gour, his only an welgar his pains, 
was to have a baſon full of golde (et before him, into 
whichhe would put his lame hands, turning thegolde 
vp-(ide-downe. Hermon was (0 couerous,that dreaming 
on a time he had ſpent acertaine ſum of wt for verie 


ſorrow he ſtrangled himſelfe .'And one z wasſo 
extreamely overcome with chat paſsion of couetouſnes, 
that beeing fallen into 10n aloſle 
__ , = would nor! | wb | Conan of 
three-nhalte- eto buy him a halter, but a wi 
rodeath Wa ey, Antonio Batiſtes , nie, 
hauing loſt in a ſhippe that was drowned, five hnndred 
crownes, determined like a deſperateman , to hang 
himſelfe, and as hee a faſten the ropeto a 
2. came 
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hidden, a thouſand crownes. And bei retlemaney 
thisgood fortune, hee exchaunged the hahker forthe. 
crownes, and went away. Not long after heewas 
gone, the owner came t to ſee his gold ; bur. 
when hee perceiued thecrownes to bee gone , hee fell 
into ſuch extreame griefe, that hee preſently _ 
himſelfe with _ , A found in their 
lace. Antippmthe Philoſopher , wing a contrarie 
erty having rurned all his noairime readie 
money,went tothe ſea ſide, and there caſt it into the was 
ter , ſaying ; Hence with a miſchiefe yea vngracious de- 
fires; for I drowne you,becauſe you dnotdrowne 
me.. VR - 3 Y 
-  Ancratesa Thebane, being wearie of worldly cares, 
and houſhould affaires, forſooke his patrymonie, that 
was of the value of fower thouſand and eight hundred 
crownes , and betooke himſelfe ro a ſtaffe and a Philoſo- 
phers bagge, and departed, Hee that deſireth ouers 
- 6 q2-hat es, or voſleſcions, ſcemeth to bee wiſerin 
the choyce of his garment, which hee will rather haue 
to'bee mecte for his bodie, then too long, or roo large, 
Heethatis wiſe will content himſelfe with that which 
is ſufhciear, and feelerh no want, bur the fooliſhman 
troublecth himſelfe with cares and thoughtes, and 
though hee wallowe in aboundaunce, yethee isneuet. 
ſatisfied. Soas his riches and ouer great plentie, breedes 
—- extreame penurie,and maketh him leade a miſerable 
© i 
A knight of Malta, deſpiſing riches, and delighting” 
in aſulitarie life , cauſed this to be written before his. 
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garden: | 


He s rich enough that needesb wot bread, of 


vp 


; ; Le2ene's 2 *19 v# 
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, aſolirarie man; being content with him- 

1 dwell in theſelittle ſecuregardens. VVhethet 

er if thouboofanvyright judgement 

herdnnd wiſedome (faith -one) ' and felicitien 

Few ,is,-to live quietly, and deale in hisowne 

marters, rather chen in orhermens, Then, in both for- 
tunes, wherherthou muſtCoe; or ſuffer-#0 haven gate 


To deſpiſe the world to d 
ſeife; ro deſpiſe thar heis'd ed * 

(ayrh one) maketh a man happie+ 
isa great gladneſſe and reioy Bro” 
thou doſt not encomber thy! ſafe 'rate 
nythinges , bur art perſwaded ehit how Majet 
quietly with alittle: and haſtcaſtvnder thy feete the 
world-and all rhe thereof.” Takeawayk 
riouſneſſe and exceſſe of exringand drinking , andthe 
luſtes of the fleſh, no man will ſeckeforriches ; 'Pope 
Alexander the fife;, was ſo liberallto Cine chat 
hee leſt nothing to himſelfe + whereupon'hee ud 
often take ocealjon ro ſay merily* Thiat heew 

Biſhop , a poore Cardinal; and # be 
will not ſuffer him to live in lacke, | [ at is bountiful 
to the poore, ag Wee me y 
which it was or Em / 
Hantine, divthe' pore,” and othity poo, 
gon ſtore of treaſure, which His'predecefſor?! 

ad hoorded vp.” In ſo muchthatthe E preſſe, ec 

his pouertie , blamed bim g 


the m_— third: which being 


VP, s S 
ear ſtore of treaſure : for the which hegaue God gremx 
- 6 Sg employed i it vgs ras. 
Fg lthomtbtbain ras wry 
perc 
that hee could carrie nothing with him ingo anovher 
world, turned to his friends and ki kes that were. 
bout him,and ſayd Take you by me(mygears 
friends)tothe end,that in heaping of riches, youtrouble 
not your ſelues morethen honeſtie requireth. For I that 
—_ ſpent all my time, in ſcrapping goods. and treaſure 
rogerher, muſt now leopaphipiignd of ſo much land, 
- and coſtly apparel that Lhaue, hell poſlefſe nothing 
elſe bur (hint {oote of ground, andoneold ſheete... Tg 
this purpoſe ſeructh Auſonius Epigramme-, wherin Dis 
genes is fained to. {ce the rich king Craſus among 1he 
dead , and thus romocke him for his great riches, aha 
then protied him oothing,beingiano beuer oth 
Diogenes himlſelfe : 
08 rex Craſe tuam ditiſtime regs 1 
VF : 


Naw guecanque babes ny cum nib op of 


ERS. ITY 
RE oe 
FEY es 


Wo O00" ET IE © "AER WS > 
» A lh hn? I. "AD Tu EE ae es os 
0 DS ng * SE a IFN = ED. R 
X V; +E n 
Y F LG YS1 
| rg e 


| to: "OY $14{4% 421 a [Y "e. 


jookpoppranhaipietds ka open? labouring manſle 
peth (weerly, whether ir bee lintle or much tharheee 
exh-barcheaboundence ofdcheacilize | 

ſleepe. | haue ſcene (ſaith hee) | 
himrthar hath them inp 
neyPeragand. racy 


Sicher kldbentrelay /3-wmp who jor God 
not leaue, to the ſame, bur 1orner {DET 
- them, Fincentio P, | an lealian | , being 
ked, how old hewas; aunſwered; 1 ves ici enitt 
And to an cher, that wed how richheowa,. hee 
; wo Fortcbenrs wane 
nough, young inangs  Therich maniscom- 


paredto a peacocke , char chmberch rw ware fr ant gne 


cm 3s the rich man aſpirerh. 
minence. And as theiPtezcoke: ixidecked 


teachers, and-ſo delighterhto beeſcenie andto behold 
his raile, that he diſcouereth his filthie _ behind: 


edema 
erm re en 


arire, anddclighterhs i 
glory. And whileſtthee: 


wellfed, —— —— — 
echa brutſh _— voide of vertue, andfultof vice, 

vanitic. The:more {(faith' Boruct)»! thar riches is 
—— 


I 4 


WNIVEST 


no. Theſecond bopke . . 
ET hisrule (faith Plato) will fildome faile,- 2bat vvhen - 
the fathers haue too much riches ,-.the ſonnes have 13g. 
vertue at all : becauſe berweeneeaſe and ſuperfluitieof | 
riches, vices and not vertue are-wont to- be nouriſhed, 
| CI EY ewe 
dingtheyr gifts, thar tro whom they giue contencation, 
fromthem they rake riches, & tothole they giueriches, 

rake from chem HORanens rs a _ | 
| s having recaued ng Polycrates the valueof 
renne thouſand duckats for a gitt, entred into fo manit 
conceits and fantalies, that hee paſledthree dayes and 
three nights withoun js nes ſuddaine change & 
aleration, put him in ſuch a fearc of ſome grearereuill 
to follow; thathee carried vvith the mony tothe 
King, and tolde-him, that hee refiored his gittto bima» 
gaine, becauſe it didlet him fromſleepe. 
| Epidtetas the Phyloſopher was wont to ſay, that po» 
nettic dothnovtauſevriquictnes, but mens defires : and 
that riches doe natdeliver; men from ſcare, burreaſon; 
And therefore; hee that will vſc reaſon ,, will not cout 
ſuperfluous riches,nor blame tollerablepouerne,” - - | 
Seneca was wont to: ſay:, 1that aBull-filleth himfelfe 
witha linlemedow;2 woedis ſufficieneetrſecdemuny 
Elephants : but man throught his ambitzzn , cannurbe 
—_ with the whole canth\ neythket yer vvith the 
- ESP(720 £2:54 9 "116211" Ti | 
Andjhis'is tabee noted , tharnotwithſtinding; the 
dangers and/tronbles;-vvhich commonly acc # 
great wealthand riches, he chad neverthelefle gath 
together abundance of riches and pollefsions,, -procu» 
ring thereby to himſelfe much: enuie; | vvhich wasrbe 
chicfc cauſc of'his deſtruction, Aad the -ſame may be 
2 


*S 
5 


Ofthe Felicitieaſmen, 221 
a document to othery., to be very warie and circum- 
ſpect, that they be not carried away,andouercome with 
the inordinatedelire and loue of riches and poſleſsior 
when (o wiſe and learned a man -, that could giue ſo 
wholſome counſell and remedies to others , was hi 
ſclfe infected, and ouerthrowne by the ſame diſcaſe,. 
Senece was Schoolemaiſter rothe Emperour Neroin 
his youth, and afterward- in ſuch authoritie andcredir 
with him, that for atime hee managed allthe aftaires 
the eſtate, and gathered great wealth: which through | 
enuie procured him many enemies z among which 
number was one Swillizs , who was highly in Neroes fa- 
uour ; and ſpake thus vnto Sexeca inthe Emperourspre- 
ſence; By what vviſedome, by what ioſtructions and 
doctrine of Philoſophy, whereinthou rakeſt yponthee 
to be ſtudious, haſt thou withinleſlerhen foure yeeres, 
whilſt the Emperour hath fauoured thee , and ſhewed 
thee (ignes-of love , - gotten together three thouſand 
times Seſtertics? (which value , after the French mens 
account, is ſeauen millions, and five hundred thouſand 
crownes.) But though Seneca for thattime eſcapedthe 
accuſation of his enemies, yet perceiving foure yeeres 
after his authoritie taken from him, and his former. fa- 
uoursdiminiſked; and thatthe Prince lent his caresto 
his encmics, hee beganne to feare, and to ſaue bis life : 
and to preuent the Emperourscrueltie,hecameto him, 
and by way of oration, ſpake in thismanner, -...- 
It is foureteene yeeres, Or4hereabout (6 King) ſince 
] came to you, and eyght yeeresof this time, have you 
beene Emperour, in which ſpace you haue heaped vp- 
pon mee ſuch goods and honours, as there wanteth: 
thing to my felicitic but a moderation thereof And at- 
ter hee had reckoned vp many benefites and great fa- 
UOUurs 


wherin conſiſted riches, he beganne to accuſe himſelfe; 
that he had not kept the Lawes of written e, 
and lived onely by Philoſophie, which would have . 
ht him, robe content with a little, or rhar whichde - 
ſ . Heetold him, that theriches and poſleſsions 
which hee had beſtowed vpon him, were ſo grear, thar 
hee was not able to beare them, but rather was ready to 
ſincke vnder his owne burden. And therefore hee de- 
ſired Nero, that he would eaſe him of this charge, and 
ſend his officers to ſeare vpon all to his vſe, to whomir 
rightly appertained : alledging irto bea thing glorious 
ro theEmperour, that hee had aduauncedthem to the 
igheſt dignities, that could alſo beare meane forrune, 
and be content with alittle, 
Neroaunſwered him, with great commendations of 
his ſeruice and worthineſle, and exalted Sexecs his me- 
rits farre abone his rewards, and that hee had beſtowed 
ter benefits vpon them that had much leſſe deſerned 
then Serece had. He told him, that the delivering of his 
money, and theleauing his Prince, would not be impu- 
red ro his moderation , nor to his defire of uijernelſe I 
but my covetouſneſle (quoth hee) and the feare of my 
crude, will be in every mans mouth , Bur admirrhar © 
your continencie be commended,yet it is not thepart of 
a wiſe man , there- hence to procure gloryro himſelfe, 
from whence ſpringeth infamieto his triend, To theſe 
fayre words he added kiſſes, and embracings, and many 
currefies tro couer his harred , Bur eewilflending all 
theſe favours, he put Seneca not long afterto dearh, 
Theſe be the fruites that couerouſnes bringeth forth, 
with abundance of riches and poſſefsions, V Vhich con- 
firmerh his opinion, that made choiſe of this poeſie: 
CM edio- 


wiſeſt 
and aug- 


ment their eſtare , as Sexecaes was, as though it were 
mans felicity,& end for which he was borne, to heap ri-.. 
ches & poſleſsions together, without end or meaſure,ro 
his own ſcandalc, and to theeuil exampleof ochers, 
But Fabricius, Emperour, or rather Generall of the 
Romaines Armie, carried a more vpright minde,. and 
anotable exawple of comcempt of riches; For the 
mbaſſadours of the Samnites, after they had reckoned 
vp many great benefirs which they had recciued by his 


meanes, offergd, him a gene WAR AO and very 


alledging the 


impornmarcely deſired him to accept it , 0 
cauſe why they preſented him with this money, to. be,. 
that they ſawe him. want many things, tothe honou-- 
rable furniture of his houſe and prouiſion. , agreeable 
vvith his eſtate. Fabricius drawing his hands from his 
earesto his eyes, and fromthem ro his noſe and mouth, 
and thenceto his throate , and downe tothe lower part 
of his belly , aunſwered the Ambaſladours, that ſo 
long as hee had the vſe of all theſe members, which hee 
had touched, heeſhould neuer lacke any thing . And 
therefore he wou!d not receiue the money, whereof he 
had no neede, of them whom he knew couldturneitto 
theyr benefic, V Vhercby he plainly ſhewed,that penu- 
ric proccedeth of greedy and couetous delices, ps fe 


ofnature, As Senece ſaith, frugalitie ispainfulltolJuxu- 
rious men, that dclightin exceſſeand ſuperfluities :but 
men giuen to temperance and ſobrietie, contenti 
themſclues with little, feele no evill in penurie, And it 
isno new thing, to'ſee wiſe men, that have themeanes 
to enrich rhemſelues, tofall into the defircof riches, 
and tobe ouercome with couetouſneſſe , All ages haue 
yeelded rheir examples, euen amongthe wiſeſt ,” Perti- 
wax in the raigne of the Em Marcus Awvelins, 
having the gonernement of diuerſe provinces & coun- 
rries., and paſſed through the greateſt offices withinthe 
Romaine Empire, was found to be very wiſe, very juſt, 
ſcuere, andlincere, ſo as ſundry nations that miſliked 
the gouernement of orher Romaine Magiſtrats, would . 
deſire to have Pertinex , for his wiſedome and iuſtice; ro 
be ſent in their places. Bat afterthe good Emperoutr 
was dead, he was ſo ſtricken with couetouſneſſe,and de- 
ſire of riches,that from thence forth,he rather employed 
his induſtry (to his infamie) in gathering riches, then in 
gouernement of the common wealth : which was to his 
former vertues, 2 great blemiſh and diſcredit, and may 
ſerue for an example to all men tobeware how they 
enter into the love of riches, when men of ſo great 
wiſedome, are ſo caltly overcome by them . Geevarre 
thus cenſureth the Duke of Feiar, whoin his life had 
athered ſo much treaſure, that at his death heleft 
oure hundred thouſand duckats. This is a matter (faith 
he) perillousto write, & odiousto heare. But my iudpe- 
ment is, he wentto ſecke care for himſelfe , enuy for his 
neighbours, ſpurres for hisenemies,, apray for thicues, 


travell for his perſon , anguiſhfor his ſpirit, ſcruplefor 
his conſcience. perill for his ſoule, lay for his children, 
and curfes for his heres, | 


Amarath 


of the 

Amarath the gr Haſ 
ſan, amanthat hea | , asBaſſato Cairin 
Egypt, where, by all vnduecourſes, he would wring and 
——————— h 
liniſter and corrupt dealing , hee himſclfe ſo:odi- 
ous, thatircame to the care, 'V Vho perceiving 
tharneither religion, nor loue', nor iuſtice, nor reaſon, 
could remove his couerous minde- from and 
extorting vpon his ſubieQtes,, and thattheſepublike ex- 
clamarions went daylyo farre, 'thatit was now a ſhame 
for himto let them go = further without due puniſh- 
ment, he ſent for him, and cauſed all chetreaſure which - 
he had gathered , to be raken from him, with all thereſt 
of his private ſubſtance , andthe ſameto be carried into 
the great ſtore houſe, and himſelfero be ſhutvp in pri- 
ſon, But the Queene obrained forhis lite, and 
ſet him at ſibertie , with the loſleneuertheleſſe of all his 
treaſure, which he had vniuſtly ogethe 
remained among the kings gold and iewel 
Poet had reckened vp nobilitie ot bloud, | 
ſtately pallaces, and ſuch like things, . wherein menvſe - 
to glory and vaunmt themſelues, as happy men, he pro» 
ceederth alſo wirh riches, and conc thus: 

Sint tibi dinitie, fit larga &f manda ſupellex, | 

Eſſe tamen wel ſic betia magnapotes, 
Dig eee ny 
CM aens quidems (dico) ) ers, : | 

Coueroutneſle teachethto ſer all thingstofale; which 5p, 
ouerthroweth fidetitie and goodnefle, twoinſtrumencs 
of ge counſaile.. T heregardof private commoditic, 
hath, and will be alwayes quam any Live- 
and isa ſtrong poyſon to atruec ion and vpright 
wdgement, To what thing may coucrous men; and v- 


other fiſhes nor perceiving him , are taken in his ner 
which hee hath naturally behind his head,andcan ſpread 
at his pleaſure , before they finde themſclues in danger, 
Socantheſe menframeand alter their ſpeech and coun« 
renaunce, when they finde one mecte to pray vpon, as 
though it were not the ſame man, vntill they haue 
drawne him into their net , that he haue no meane to 

Non poſsidentem mults yocauerts 

Rette beatum, rectius occupas 

Nomen beati,qui deorum 

CM uneribus ſapienter vii, 

Dur amgue callet pauperiem pats, 

Peinſque letho flagitium ny 

Sir Thomas cAMoore pleaſantly derideth our eſtima- 

tion of vainethinges, which we call riches , in his com- 


> 
% 


ſurersthat hune afcer gaine , by alluring anddeceining | 


the fimpleand plaine men, bemoreaptlylike- 
ned thentorhe fiſh Polipus,therlying ama 25 4 
fiſhes vpon the rockes , chau his colour to theco- - 


lourof therocke or place -hereſteth, ſoasthe 


mon wealth of Vropia: as gold andiluer, pearlesand 


eciousNones, and ſuch like 5 where, they tyetheir 

ndmen with chaines of gold, and none weare pearles 
and precious ſtones but lutle children, as royes of none 
account , Therechaunced (faith he) tocomeinto Vro- 
pia from a farre country, three Ambaſladours, - with 
an hundred ſeruants, all apparelledinc le cou- 
lors, the moſt of themin lilkes; the em them- 
ſelues(being noble men) incloth of gald,and gold han- 
ging at their cares , with gold rings vpontheir fingers, 
brooches , and aglers of gold vpon their cappes, which 
gliſtered full of pearles,& precious ſtones : tobe ſhort, 


trimmed 


for yong children to play withall. Theſe Ambaſladours, 
with their traine aduaunced themſclues, andietred ſo 


much the more loftily and as they perc: 
the Vropians (who were — p_—_ 


, 
: 


to bebaſely attired , Bur contrary to-their 1Othy 
when they looked for great honour,the Vtopians eſtee- 
med all chat gorgiouſneſſe of apparell, ſhametfull and 
reprochfull, and them that were moſt abieQ, and baſe-+ 
ly apparelled, they reuerently ſaluted for Lords, paſsmg 
ouer the Ambaſſadours without any honour, mudging 
them by their wearing golden chaines, tobe bondmen, 
with which they found fault,asſeruing to novicor pur- 
poſe, ſeeing a bondman would eaſily breakethem,& ef- 
cape away, being ſo weake and ſmall. And childrenthat 
had caſt away their pearles andprecious ſtones, when 
they ſaw them flicking vpon the Ambaſladours-caps, , 
would puſhtheir mothers on the ſide, & ſay: Looke mo- 
ther how great a jubber doth yer weare pearles & pre- 
cious ſtones, as though he weare alittle child ill, Peace 
ſonne, would the mother ſay; I thinke he be ſome of the - 
Ambaſladours fooles. But after a day or two, when the - 
Ambaſladoursvnderſtond, how litle the Vropians cltce- 
med their gorgiovuſneſle ; they layd aliderheir brave at 
tire, and ent infaptadoon decently apparelled, .. 
Thecouerouſneſſeof the Freachmen, and Portin- 
als, was not vnaptly derided by an old fellow of Bra- - 
tle; who iving thattheir long and dangerous tra» 
nell ro Bralile, wastoturnetheir woode they tranſpor- 
ted, to gaineand riches; zskedthem; whetherrichmen - 


+ 


did not dye in their country; which heingarnnes | 
who., 
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123 The ſecond booke 
who ſhould poſſeſſe their goods after their death: bee 
ing anſwere theyr children, orif they hauenone, then 
their brethren, or next kinsfolkes; Now (quoth hee) 
ſee you are very fooles: for what neceſsity is there in 
wearying your (clues, to paſſe theſe troubles, and dan; 
gerous ſeas , rodrawethe occalion-of ſo many euilsto 
your ſclues ? If it be ro ſecke afrerriches for yourchil- 
dren or kinred, is not theearth that brought you vp ſuf- 
ficient to bring vp them alſo? V Ve have alſo children & 
kin, that be deare vnto vs: but when wee conlider,thar 
the ſame earth which nouriſhed vs vp, is ſufficient alſo 
to nouriſlhthem, we reſt ſatisfied, 

The barbarovus people likewiſe of Peru , ſeeing the 
Spaniards, chat firſtplanted themſclues in their Coun- 
trey, giuento be couctous and luxurious , feared leaft 
they would corrupt & alter their accuſtomed manners. 
Andrtherefore at their departure, they railed andcalled 
themthe ſcum of the ſea, men withour fathers, and reſt- 
leſſe men, that could ſtay no where to labour for theyr 
living, T hough the prerence of the Spaniards travell, 
into theſe new found Lands, were to plant Chriſtiani- 
tie among theſe rude people,and ro reducethemtothe 
knowledge of God,yet the infinit number of thouſands 
of people, which through their cruelſtic and conerouſ- 
nes,they hauethere deſtroied, incight and forty yeeres, 
rwentic millions , as appearcth by their owne hiſtories, 
arguerh plainly , and is confhrmed by this example 
following, thatthe greedy and vnſatiabledelireof gold 
and riches, was thecauſe, that druethem ro vnderrake 
choſe painfull and dangerous trauailes . V V hich coue- 
rouſneſle and cruecltie of theyrs, vvas great hinderance 
eotheplanting of religion there. Ferdimando Scores, a 
Spaniard, ywentto Floridato ſccke gold, but becing ina 

great 
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that countrey cameto ſee bim, and preſented him with 
two Parrots and plumes of feathers: after their firſt (a- 
Jutations ended, the Prince asked the Spaniard who hee 
was, and from whence he came; and what he ſought in 
thoſe countries , commirting dailyſomany and ſo great 
crueities, and wicked aCts ? Sotor aunſwered him by an 
Interpretour, that he wasa Chriſtianz rhe ſonne of God 
the creator of heauen and earth : that. his comming the- 
ther, wasto inſtruct choſe people in the knowledge of 
his law. If thy God (ſaid the Prince) commaund thee 
ro runne ouer other mens countries, robbing, burning; 
killing, and omitting no kind of wickednes, wertell you 
in few words, that we can neither belicue in him,nor in 
his lawes, 

Of theſe greedy couetous men the Prophet Eſay 
ſpeakeththus : VVoe be to you that joyne houſe to 
houſe, and held to held, till therebe no more ground : 
vvill you dwell vpon the earth alone? 

The loue of money made the French _— Lewes the 
eleventh, ſubject roobloquie by his niggardly ſparing, 
vnſeemely for a Prince, withour reſpect to his eſtare; 
For having driven almoſt all the Gentlemen our of his 
Court, he was ſerued with his Taylovor; for all his He- 
_ raulrs of armes, his Barbour was his Ambaſſadour, and 
his Phiſirion was his Chauncellour and for amockerie 
of other Kings, hee would weare a greatzie cap, of very 
courſe cloth: & in his accounts were found,twenty ſous 
for rwo new (lecuesto his old dublet; and fifteene de> 
_ Hiers for greaſe ro greaſe his boores., Horace reporteth 
of a man ar Rome, called 0#ide fofrich in mony , _ 

K, ; c 


a Ne Re 


X hpas F 4 
woes ut 


"mr I ren * WS ER 
nes. apt: es eas: +4 EE. RR CL i aaa. . 


: 
M WON 
K 058 #9 | , | , | - , H—_ 
— OY ee ee I ee I OE OOO IS 
a Aa 
»v'3 
* 4. "$00 . oy 


ad ated 


oi IP" do 4 


Sis « 


© WT : —— A y, y A es EEE 
ET ry ] RT ae 
; EEE CE — ECG 
WS £5. 
4 A bu We ed 7 I*;. <6 p : te ;: ef ; 
» 7 ""_ Put » +07 - ih 
ops \ T7 Z j- We $5 od v5 T ; 
| - de. 4 = nj = Fw” p el = 
& DR BE Ip: joe * 
, ,. Oe ES, wn Rn Es 
* I * - LS, FE x; 
J 3 E:. "> 
SEE LIP = 


hemight meafore his goldebyrhe buſhel! - and yet hee 
went almoſt ftarke naked : and for niggardlineſſe, neue 
91s" ws 5 er rr - cmmgy | 
liuedpoorely to dierich, Of iuc oct cr 
out not without cauſe, _— 
Sed que dinitias tot per torment coats ! 
Cam furor haad dubius, cum fit manifeits phreneſs, 
Vt locuples mariare,egenti vinere fats. 
By chis which hath beene ſaid, it is manifeſt that man 
felicitic and his Sammen bonum, or greateſt gpood,confj. 
ſeth not in riches. For who: (if hee be not ſenceleſle) 
deſiceth riches for it ſelfe , but for ſome other thing ? 
Some for laſciuious, ſometor ſumptuous, others tor 
proficable and neceſſary expences. V Vhich things, if 
they might be had without money, no man vvould 
delire or care for riches. Neither canriches be the com- 
mon end of men; ſecing ſome haue great pleaty ,. and 
others extreame am and pouertic , which have alſo 
their eſtimation by opinion, Some calling gold and (il 
ver, others pearles and precious ſtones, and other try- 
fling things, riches; likelittle children, that (er theyr ri- 
ches in pinnes & poppets, Buthee that purteth not mans 
felicuicin himſelte, and in his owne matters, dooth like 
vnto him that eſttmatcth a ſword- by his ſcabberd, ora 
horſe by his ſaddleand furniture. Neither can wee call 
that Summur bonwn, or the greateſt good, which is no 
00d at all, and is common both ro gved men and wic« 
ed; which alſo make more men worſe then berrer. 
And how can riches be the principall end of man, that 
withdraweth men for the moſt part , from the true end 
of all things, whichis GOD? For we ſee plainly, that 
there is not a more compendious way to alienate a mans 
mind from God, thea to wallow in worldly wealth. _ 
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OF THE DISCOVRSE —— 


T 1% FELICICIE OF 
M A-N, 


Onour and glory is another tlc , Which 
men labour romaine, as though telicity or 
+ the greateſt good ſhould confiſt therein, 
| Burthisis an erronious opinion , and they 
eman preatly deccined that hold it , For men 
delire honour and plorie , becauſethey would ſeeme to 
| beeendued with vertue,by which they confeſlethar ver- 
rue is to be preferred before glorie & honour , "And ho- 
nour is given as we ſce by dayly experience, by man;and 
many times taken away again by thE that giue ir, Burthat 
wherein felicitic conliſterh, is a thing more ſtedtaſt, and 
not ſo calily remoned , nor ſubicct to the variable acci. 
dents of fortune, F lonour i is gotten with muchlabour, 
maintained with great eXPences , and loſt with intoller- 
able griefe and forrow. It is likened to a mans (þa- 
dow , which the more hee runneth after , the moreit 
flieth away ; and when he flicth from his ſhadow , it 
followeth him againe; as one ſayth ; ui fugit honorem, 
eum ſequitur bones : Honour followeth him that flieth 
trom ir. 
V'Vhois more honoured now then Chriſtes Apoſtles, 
Saint Peter, Saint Pazle, and the like, that deſpiſed ho- 
nour when they lived ? Of all the diſordered paſsions 
wherevith mens minds are vexed, there is no onethat 


troubleth 


croublet difquicreth- more, then ambit 
and defireof honour, They never content themſelues 
with that which they have gotren, but their mindesare 
alwayes occupied indeuiling howto get more, Itisa 
hard thing (ſaith Saint Auguſtin) for him that is placed 
inhigheſtate, not to deliregreat matters. Alexander 
the great, when hee heard a Philoſopher diſputing of 
many \yorlds beſidesthis, fellinto a weeping, as though 
ſome great cauſe of griefe had happened to him: and 
being asked, why he wept; Becauſe(quoth he) Theare of 
manie worlds, and I have nor yet conquered one whole 
worlde. But hee that hath felicitie, is content with 
that he hath, and deſirech no more, hee is free from all 
perturbations and vnquietneſſe of minde, & thinkethto 
man in better eſtate then himſelfe : otherwiſe he cannot 
be accounted happie. V Vhich thing was by Crmeas a ve- 
ric wiſeggan aptlie giuen to vnderſtand toKing Pirrhas, 
that intended great warres, to enlarge his dominions, 
For conſidering with himſelfe, how peaceably and 
happily Pirrbus might live, if he could becoment with 
his owne kingdome , as they had conference rogether 
about his intended enterpriſe to make warre vppon 7- 
talie : If Sir (quoth Cine) the Gods ſhew vs this 
fauour, to conquer /talie, what good ſhall we reape by 
the victorie? V Ve may afterward (ſaid Prrrhw) with no 
great diſhcultie , ſubdue the Grecian and Barbarian 
cities,that border vp6 that countrie, VVhenthis (quorh 
the other)is done, what ſhall we do'then ? Sicilia(quorh 
Parrhus) will not then ſtand againſt vs. Shall tharberhe 
end of our warres ((aid Cimeas ?) VVhat will ſtay vsaf- 
ter (quoth this Monarke) from paſsing into Africey 
2nd Carthage ? and from the recoverie of the kings. 
dome of Macedon, that ſo wee-may «commaund ar 
| K 3 our 


124 - The third booke kb 
our plealureall Greece . Thenreplied Cireas, VVhed 
wee-haue broughtall this to paſſe, what ſhall we doe 
afterward ? Pirrhus , beginning to ſmile ; V Ve will 
(quoth hee) my friend, giue our {clues toreſt, and live 
as pleaſantly and merilie, as may be, Then Cineas having 
brought him where hce deſired; And what (Sir, q 
hee) lenteth vs from reſt at this preſent, and: from 
living in ioy and pleaſure, ſeeing we have all thingy 
requilite ,, without (ceking it with ſo mucheffuſionof 
bloud, and an infinire number of perils and daungers, 
and thatin ſuch places , where it is vncertaine whether 
we (hall hndit? + | 
Theſe ſpeeches rather offended Pirrhus , that was cats 
ricd away with the vehement paſsion of ambition, then 
aniethivg diſlwaded him, from his violent purpuſcand 
enterpriſe; which in the ende wrought his owne con» 
fulion , For by ſeeding of his ambitious hy | 
making warre vppon warre, hee was at laſt Caine witha 
tile-ſtone, throwne vpon his head by a woman, anda 
loft his life, and his kingdome, which hee might quietly 
have poſſeſſed. And this is the common courſe of the 
world, not onely among Princes and Potentates, but 
alſo among men of meane eſtate, alwaycs toaſpire and 
delire more, according to the Emperour Charles the 
fires word, Plus wihra, ro whom ſometime it happe« 
neth as it did to Eſopes dogge, that, ſnatching at the 
ſhadowe , loſt the peece of meare which he had in his 
mouth, The ambuieus humor of this King, that 
aſpircd toa Monarchie of manie countries and: kings 
dumes, putteth me in minde, of apretie taunt , 
uen of late ycares to the Spaniardes ,. for the lik 
ambition, A Germaine writeth. a booke , rothis 
countrie-men , Wwheicin hee doth preſyyade chem: g.46 
_ _bewae 


in Bren + w 
ledging many reaſons, that they aſpire to themonar- 
chie of Germanie : and rhat rhey let not openly ro. 
ſpeake, tharthe monarchie of the world is duero them, 
/ God, andby right, One writeth in the margent; 
Hiſpanis monarchia dininitus , ſed in Ytopia debetur, A 
monarchie is duetothe Spanyardes from aboue* butin 
Ptopis. hoy 
is not a more daungerous paſsion , or affce- 
tion, nor that hath beenthe cauſe of farewet miſchiefe; 
then ambition, and deſire of honour, which hath beene 
the vrter ruine and ſubverſion of many kingdomes and 
Common wealthes, and the deftruQion ofthem, in 
whomthis humor hath raigned , And yer many times 
the worthieſt men, and thoſe that are endued with ex- 
cellentgifts, are moſt ſubieQt to this paſsion, Fort lof- 
tie minds, naturally have an carneſt defireto excell o- 
thers;and to bring that to paſſe, they ſor beare norroat- 
tempt any thing, wherherit be _ wrong * for he is 
eaſily drawneto vniuſt things, t is deſirousof glory. 
As T#lixs Ceſar had viſually in his mouth this ſaying of 

Enripides : $i violandum eſt irs, veenandi gratia viola 
dumeſt, altis rebus pretatemcolas , Toartainero rule and 
principalitie, which isas it werethe ſubieQ of honour 
and glory, there is no dutie reſpeted, nor natural 
affection can beare any ſway, or reſtraine or bri- 
die the vnruly and violent paſsions ; neyther berweene 
parems,and their children, berweene husband and wife, 
norberweene brerheren or kinsfolke . They that have 
ſuffered themſelues ro bee overcome with this paſ- 
ſion, have made ſhipwracke of all godlineſſe, ofmo« 
deſhe, of honeſtic, and of hamanitie ic ſelfe . Bir meere 
madneſlc it js, to deſire that honourand glory, thar ne#- 
K 4 'ther 
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. Thethird books” - ; 
xer contenteth the mind,nor cominueth with the poſ. 
ſeſor, nor is voyde ot great dangers, both in this life, 
& inthe liſero come ; and is thus threarned in — 
ture : moſt ſeuere iudgement ſhall be vſed vppor thole, 
ouer others, The meane man ſhall obtaine mercy , but 

the great and ſtrong,ſhall ſuffer torments ſtrongly, _ 
Adolphus Duke of Geldris, did leade his father in the 
night when hee was going to ſleepe, five of their miles 
inthe deepeof V Vinter withourt thooes, to a moſt vile 
priſon, where hee kept him halfe a yeere , inthe end 
whereof, for feareof the Emperour and the Pope, hee 
tet him forth. And when reaſonable conditions were of- 
fered by the Arbitrators which had the hearing of their 
cauſe, he faid, rather then he would yeeld to thoſe con- 
ditions, he would caſt his Father headlong into a vvell, 
and throw himſelte after. An vndutifull ſaying of an vn+ 
naturall ſonne. _— 

Selim the great Turke, and hiſt of that name, vſurped 
the Empire by fauour of the Ianizzarics vpon his father 
BaiaFet, and cauſed him to bepoyſoned, and flew Aches 
wat and Coreutbe his two elder brothers, with all his ne- 
phewes, and others of 0:omans race: ſaying , that no» 
thing was more pleaſant, thento raigne when all feare 
of kindred was taken away, Henry the tit deprived hy 
Father by force from the Empire, and cauſed him to die 
miſerably in priſon, Fredericke the third , after hee had 
raigned thicue yeeres, was miſerably ſlaine by M anfre 
his baſtard ſoane : who, after he had committed chis pa: 
ricide , poyloned his brother Conradas , lawfull inke. 
ritour to Fredericke, that hee might make him(ſclfc King 
of Naples, 

Soliman King of the Turkes, hearing the acclamations 
andcryes which the Armic made to Swtey a 
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0/the Folicitieaf man. d 
his eldeſt ſonne, for ioy of hisreturnefrom Perſia, ieq- 
lous of his owneeltate, cauſed him tobe ſtrangled in bis 
viter chamber , and caſt out tothe Army , with 
words to becryed outaloude: T hatthere wasbut one 
in two daycsefter he killed Saltan Gobe, becauſe he wept 
| for his brother : and Sw/taw eMechemet his third ſonne, 

becauſe he went away for ſeare, Abimelech, At Io> 
ram and others, by the teſtumonic of the Seripeuce,mur- 
dered many to raigne alone. ><.udt 1 

Snio King of Deamacke, nor comemied vvich his own 
kingdome, aſpired alſo to the kingdomeof Suecia, and 
Gothland : and when hee perceiued his forces were not 
ſufficient ro bring bis purpoſe to palle, he practiſed this 
deviſe. Biorno king of Sueciaand @oolagd, had marri- 
ed the daughter of the old King of thar country, Which 
Snio practiſed to ſtcaleaway andto marry her, though 
ſhce were the other Kings wife, hoping by that meanes 
to get the kingdomeof Gothland. He made one goe in 
the habite of a begger into the Kings court, to come to 
the ſpeech of the Queene (it it were polzible) vnder co+ 
lour of begging her almes, 

T his countertair; begger, having ſome friendibip a- 
mong the Danes that were inthe Kings court, hid him- 
ſcite1n a cerner, which way the Queene vicdto goe z 
and when ſhee palſed by,he fell to his begging, and de- 
lired her to haue compaſsion vpon him,and withall ſtep- 
peth to her,as though it were t@recciue her charny,and 
(peaketh (oftly,S»i louah you. Thequeene perceiving 
the deviſc, paſſed by,andat herrerurne,the begger ſtan- 
ding ſtil in the ſame place,as it were by importunacic, to 
draw tro her ſomthing cowards hisrelicfe, which before 
ſhe had denied him,ſhee gaue bim comfortable o__ 
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The third booke 
; and ſecretly whiſpering, ſhee (aid; Tlonehim 
that loueth me. The being glad of this anſwete, 
ed further, practiſing with the Queeneto for- 
fake her husband,and to ſe = Seas to Snis, who ex- 
ing opportunitie, ' when the Queenefained to goe 
Feb waſh herſelfe , taking with'her her hadbands 
rreaſute, prepared a ſhip ready, and tranſ her into 
Denmarke , which was the occaſion of long and cruell 
warres,and of wonderfull{laughter on both ſides : info 
much as the husbandmen beeing ſlaine , the fields lay 
deſolare, and rhe people driuen to ſeeke new countries 
to inhabite.,which alſo at laſt coſt S»is his life. Semrr ames 
Queeneof the Afſyrians, deſired her husband that ſhee 
might raigne with ſoucraigntie one onely day , which 
being graunted, ſheecauſed the King to bekilled, & be- 
came abſolute queene herſelfe. 7ane Queene of Naples, 
cauſed three of her hushands to be put to death vvho 
ſought robe aduaunced- to honour by her marriage: & 
at ſaſt by ray ny ——e of God (hee was ſtrarigled 
herſelfe, ſrenes mother tothe Emperour Conftentine the 
ſixt,entrapped him by pollicic, and cauſed his eyes to be 
plucked our of his hea1, that ſhee might raigne in his 
place : ſuch an-vnnaturall part ashath notbeen knowne 
done by a woman. Remulus the firſt founder of Rome; 
ſlew his brother Rbemns tor leaping ouerthe wall of the 
new Citne, that hee might raigne alone; Baſrianss and 
Gets, brothers and fucceſſours in the Empire ro their fa- 
ther Seweras , thinking ſolargea Monarchienotgreat & 
 novgh for them boil) , Baſc:ranws Nlewhiis brother Gets 
with a dagger in his mothers armes, that himſelfe might 
enioy the ſoucratgntiealone, | 
Nulla fides regni [ocits, omniſque poteſtas 
Impatiens conſoris erit, " 


Pope 


0/the Fobehtie dfonan, 499 
Pope Alexanderthe (ixth hadtwoſennes,theelderbe 
made Duke of Candia, the other Cardinall-of Valemiia: 
who being of a diſpoſition fitterfor a man of warrethen 
a Prieſt, could not endure that his/brocher the, Duke 
ſhould bee preferred before bim in this/ principalitic, 
beeing the more impatient , becauſe his Brother had. 
a greater part then hee im the fauour of a- young Gen» 
tlewoman, with whom they vvere bothin loue,- and 
thereture ſtirred vp by.luſt and ambition (mighty-mini- 
ſiers as Gniccrardin (cith, to all manner of muſchiete) hee: 
cauſed his brother to beſlaine, as heerodealoneinihe 
night throvgh Rome, and to bee caſt intotheRiverot 
Tyber. 

Examples of this kinde , our  owne Chronicles vvilt 
yeeld vs, Richard thethird, moſt vnnaturally cauſed his 
owne brothers ſonnes to becruclly murdered; through 
the inordinate deſire to. raigne, vpon whom felltheiuft 
wmdgement of God; asall men know, The delireotrule 
and glory, was checaule of the ciuill warres betweene 
Inlius Ceſar, and Pompey, & ofthe ouerthrow of the Ro- 
maines common wealth, and at laſt oftheir owne con« 
tulzon, Pompey beeing ouerthrowne by Ceſar, fled to A- 
lexandria, where he thonght tu-hauc fourid ſuceour of 
the young king of Egypr;fort the benefits which hee be+ 
tore had recciued at his hands, But his Counſcli having 
deliberated vpenthe matter, ſent aboare, vndercolour 
of triend[hip,to him,to fetch him to land, andeauſed his 
head co be ſtricken off ro gratifie Ceſar, who not long 
aſter was killed in the Senate, with three and twemie 
woundes, T heſe men were of ſuch lofty minds,tharthe 
onecould abide no ſupcriour , northe ther no equall; 
Alexander the great, through ambi;ion & delire of glo- 
ne, without any right ortule, cared imo Darin polleſ- 
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but ambition, that flirred vp and continued thecon- 
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ſions, and made conqueſt AtAie, Andihehedeſrets 
if third __ "OP 

rule, made An1ipazer (end his ſonne, to poyſon Alexen- 
der with the water of the riuercalled Stix, whoſe pro- 
pertic was to breake all the veſſels wherein ir (ould be 
carried, whether it were (iluer, or , or any other 
thing ſaving the hooffe of a moyle . And what was it 


crouerlie of the ſupermacie, berweene the Churches 
of Hieruſalem, Antioch, Conſtantinople, and R 
che ſpace almoſt of three hundred yeares, ' vntillac! 
Phocas adiadped the ſupremacie tothe bilhop of Rome, 
which brou . forth horrible rumults , deadly hatreds, 
and (hametull (chilmes among the Churches ? Yet nor- 
withſtanding this ſenrence, the Church of Millan 
oppoſed ir (elfe againſt the Church of Rome , for the 
ſupremacie , and would haue nothing to do with it for 
the ſpace of two hundred yeares. 

King Heme of France, vponthe m__ of his (iſter 
with the king of Spaine, was pufted vp with ſuchpride, 
and defirous of more increaſe of glory , that beſides his 
ambitious conceats,and imaginations of new enterpriſes; 
he gaue himſelfe a new ritle, trres-heureuſe Roye, the moſt 
happy king, But God (to whom pride and OY D 
alwayes offen{iue) would nor ſuffer this happin elong 
eo continue. For in R—— this marriage, with 
great criumph and ioy, after he had run at the tile ewo 
or three dayes, being perſwaded and imreated bythe 
queene his wife (who had dreadfull dreames of him) to 
runne no more, & alſo by his Counſe!l, he would needs 
runne againethe laſt day, and being well mounted, and 
armedrather better then any timebefore, after hee had 
broken many ſtaues, and the day well ſpent, and the 
paſtime dravyingtoanend, ſome being gone trom the 

Tilt- 


Of the Felicitie of min, 147 
Tilr-yard home-ward, others being alighted from their 
hozſes, the king wouldnot giuevuer, vntill behad run 
onecouurſe more : and-looking ound about, & ſecing al- 
moſtnone left, he cal'ed Coum Arongewery to him, 1 
was Capraine of his guard, and-commaunded himto 
goetotheende of the Tile bur heretuling rorunne a+ 
gainſthim,, deſired to be zburrhe king (his 
deſlinie drawing him ſtrongly-to his end) would allow 
nv excuſe , bun purring/the ſtaffe inuItongomeries hand 
(that killed him) willed himto goto theeadot the Tilt, 
he would breake one ſtaffe more before he depanted, 
As they ran , eAfongomerie brake theſtafte yvponthe king 
witha counterbufte, that the ſplinters ran imto/higeye, 
and vp toward his braine, ſo as languiſhingaſew dayes, 
he dyed, Thus he that thought himſclte by the alliance 
of this mightic Prince, to be aduaunced to great glory, 
wherein, by his new title , he ſeemedto ſet his fehicitie, 
was taken away by the Captaine of his guard ,.that was 
appointed for his defence , in the beginning of hisſup-» 
poſed happineſle: fic tranſit gloria mnndi , This Nraunge 
death of the kings, ſeemed to: be fatall , and was preſa» 
ged before by Gawricws an Italian Aſtronomer, who 
wrotetothe king tne yearesbetore , thathe had calcu. 
lated his nariuitie, & that the heauensrhrearned him, in 
the yeare in which he ſhould be one and forne, adange- 
rous wound in the head , by which he ſhould beeit 
{triken blind , or dead (both which cametopaſle) and 
therefore he 'aduiſed him , that yeare tro beware of tils 
and corneys, and ſuch like paſtimes. Likewiſe Noſtrads- 
mus told fome of his friendes ſecretly , that the king 
would be in great daunger of his life at the triumph, 
Which madethemrhemore attentiuely behold theſame, 


to ſcethe euent, There was alſo child of (ixe ry 
old, 


142  Thethird booke 
old, thither with his father ro ſee theiuſtes, 
which boy , as hee ſaw them run to breake their ſtaues, 
would alwayes cry out withoueceaſcing ; They will kill 
the king, they will kill the king. 
But what daunger ſoeuer 8 'oweth, - what careor 

trouble is in comming by it, there are very iew 
of them that mn honour and rule, when 
haue had opporturitie, and meanesto attaineit, but an 
infinite mamber of examples of them that by vnlawfull 
meanes haue ſonght rule, to theyr owne deſtruction, 
And nopart of the world canafford more then the Ro- 
maine Empire, where, within the ſpace of one hundred 
yeeres, in which were threeſcore and thirteene Empe- 
rours, there were bur three that dyed in theyr beds by 
ſickneſle: all chereſt ſuffred violent death , Intheraigne 
of Galienws , there were thirtie that vſurped the name of 
Emperour, The Romaines had acuſtome, to havecer- 
eaine bandes of choiſe men, lodged without the wals of 
the Citie of Rome , for the guard of their Emperours, 
which they called Pretorian ſouldiours, who by the ne- 
new of ſome enill Emperours (forgetting their old 

iſciphne) grew ſo licencious, that they vſedrto kill ſuch 
of their Emperours , rhough they had beene beneficial 
tothem (for whoſe defence, they were appointed) as 
went about ro reforme their rapines and diſſolute ma- 
ners, and adnaunce others in theirplaces, (For this hath 
beene alwayesthe manners of men, £o be moued rather 
with the hope of a goodturneto come, then with the 
remembraunce of a —_— recciued : andro 
depend rather vpon them, whoſe power and | 
01 a Conte earthe 

higheſt, & haue no poſcibilitie ro climbe higher.) Perti- 
max Was the ſonne of ailauc, that was made free, and 


being 
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being trained vp in the warres, 'through TR. 
valour , he obrained to the higheſt dignitics inthe Ro- 
maine Empire : and after Commodws the cruelltyrant was 
ſlaine , hee was made Emperour , Butaſterhe had rai- 

ſome three moneths , to the greatliking of the 
,enare, and leof Rome, the Pretorianſouldiours 
finding his feueritie not ſo fit for their purpoſe, asthe 
hbertie they enioyed by his pr our Commodas, 
certaine of them conſpired ſthim,and went armed 
through the Citie of Rome to hispallace, withtheir 
halberdesand ſwordes drawen ,; whereof the Emperour 
being aduertiſed, (entro the Captaineofthe Pretorian 
bandes (who brought him the firſt newes of Commodus 
death, whereof he was the principall author , and.canſe 
of this mans clectiontorhe Imperiall crowne) thathee 
would appea'e the ſouldiours: but he was ſo farrefrom 
diſſwading them , that herather allowed of theenter- 
priſe; _—_ the commoncourſe of the world': and 
as the Poer ſayt 2 | 
Dum fueru felix, multos namerabis amicos > 
Tempora ſi furrint nubila ſolus er : 
The Emperour thinking it not agreeable with the ma» 
ieſtie of his eſtare, nor an(werable to his vertues,and for» 
mer valour (by which he was aduaunced to ſo many di- 
gnities) ro fly or hide himſclte,as hee was counſelled, he 
came forth boldly tothe ſouldiours, hoping by his au- 
thoritie,and maicſtie of his perſon, toappeaſe them; And 
after he had demanded of the, thecauſe of their c6ming 
inthis diſordered fort : My ſouldiours (quoth he) if you 
come to kill me, you ſhall do no greator-vahant a, nor 
amatrerto me very grieuous;, that am ſo ſirikenin age, 
and hane gotten ſuch honour and fame , that death can 


not much trouble me: who am not ignorant, that = 
c 
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life of man muſt haue an end. Burrake ye heede,thatie 


be not infamous to your (clues, firſt to lay bandes vpon 


your Emperour, that hath doone youno harme, whoſe 

ſon iscommirted to your garde and detence, from 
all treaſon and violence, I maynor flic that which the 
deſtinies haue ordained, neither that which you haue 
determined. Bur it this be my laſt day, and fatall hovure, 


I pray the immornall Gods, that the vengeance ofthe 


innocent blood which ſhallbe ſhed of me, fall not vp« 
pon my mother Rome ; but that eucry one of you doe 
feele it in his perſon, and his houſe. And though ſome 
of the ſouldiers when Pertmax came to the point to 
ſpeake theſe words, were moued with the authorine & 
prauc words of the good Emperour, and were about to 
retire,yetthe reſt that came atrer, purſued their furious 
intent, andeſpecially one Twxciws , iccing all men reſu- 
{ing to kill Pertinax, heethruſta Launce through the 
middeſt of his body,with which wound Pertizax (cllto 
the ground. V Vhich being done, hey cut off his head, 
andput it on a Launce, and carried itthrough the ſtreets 
ot Rome: and returned againeto their campe, with the 
like (peede as they came forth, whichthey fortified, and 
prepared themſclues for defence,fearing the furie of the 
ne! who Pertinax (they knew) was well beloued,; 

ut after a day ortwo, whenthey ſaw that none ſought 
toreuenge his death , they gathered ro them a more 
boldneſle, ad by a rare example (the like whereof was 
never heard before) the (ouldiours ſtanding vppon the 
walls of theyr __ , Cauſed robe publiſhed, that 
herthat wovld giue them moſt money,they would make 
him Emperour. A proud and preſumptuous offer, for a 
handful of men, incloſed within a vvallot a lntle circuir; 
to ſer the worid to lale, Anorable example, and _—_ 
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of deepe meditation, whereby we may ory ſee, how 
feeble and weake the things are, which we ſo E« 
ſteemein this life : & what ſmall reckoni account 
we ought tro make of worldly power aud dominion,and 
all other riches and pollcſsjons, which we call the goods 


of the world : and how farrethey are from fclicitie,that 
thinke themſelues to liue in ſecuritic and happineſle, 
by poſleſsing worldly wealth and dominion,when three 
or | gan hundred men , ſhalbe ſufficient, to rake away 
the life and dominion, from a graue and wiſe Emperour 
of Rome, a man of great vertue and experience, well be- 
loued of his people, maiſter and commaunder of the 
world, in the middeſt of the Cittic of Rome,head of the 
Romaine Empire , And they-to carrythe matter away 
without puniſhment, or called tro anſweretheir Princes 
death , V Vhat reaſon have we, ſo much to cſteeme and 
deſire any worldly wealth and power , with the hazard 
many times of our ſoules, when ſo mightie a Monarchy 
repreſenting ſuch a maieſtie, cheterrour of Princes, and 
nations, andas it were the throneofthe earth , ſhallbe 
by proclamation ſet out to ſale fora litle money ? VVhen 
Empire 
ſhould be ſold, word thereof was brought to Didius In- 
banus, a very rich man,as he fate at ſupper,in the middeſt 
of his pleaſures. V Vho being perſwaded by his friendes, 
to hearken to this offer, went preſently to the campe, 
where hee found another chap-man , whoſe offer the 
ſouldiours durſt not accept, fearing leaſt he would re- 
uenge the Emperours death , whoſe kinſman hee was, 
Bur receiving the large promiſes of [#lianw, they pur 
downe a ladder neiis wall of their campe, and tvoke 
tim to them: where, after they had ſworne himto per= 
torme his promile, for the money agreed vpon, they io 
L, lute 
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with him in order of bartell, well armed, through the 
cittietothe pallace, The in ſteede of ſalucatiuns, 
curling him birrerly, ſtones at him our of theix 
windowes., And when the armic had intituled him 
Pater patria , they found carly thenext morning , theſe 
Latine letters written vpon the gate: P,Y. E., P,ſoun- 
ding thus : Proditor Y enditor, Emptor Patrie, InEngliſh 
thus : Traytor, ſeller, buyer, of thy countric, And after 
he had raigned ſeauen moneths, in which time he ſuffe. 
ted agreat many indignities, being odious toall men, 
and to the ſouldiers alſo, becauſe he performed not his 
iſe, the Senate ſent agentleman to kill /#{ianus; 
Who declaring the ſorrowfull Embaſſage, which hee 
brought him, with many teares, /#lianue deſired, that 
he might not beſlaine before he had ſcene Sexerms, who 
was then at the gates of Rome with anarmie, ande- 
lected Emperour : but the gentleman durſt doe noo» 
ther, then cur off his head , Theſe and thelike exam» 
ples (whereof hiſtories are full fraught) argue the im» 
becilitie and frailtie of humane power and riches, 
which may be likenedeo theruggles andtoyes , which 
children vſe co play with , ſuddenly they come, and 
quickly they are gone ; no where ſtable nor (crled, but 
with every blaſt and inutabiluic of fortune, toſſed his 
ther and thether , Hethat now islifted ypon high, #8 
throwne downe agaiac intothe gulte of miſcries, + 
Sepixs Vent is 421t4t ur Ingens 
Prmwus,cy Celſa graniore caſu ; 
Decidunt twrres ; feruntque ſummos 4 
fulmina montes. » 
Great trees are long in growing , bur they are throw 
dOWwneinan houre. | oy 
Vnworthis 
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Vnworthie are they to bee eſteemed and 'icalled goo 
things, that double the birterneſle of priefe, with the de- 
fireof them, when they are loſt, VVhichſeemedto bee 
gravely conſidered of King John of Fraunce, when hee 
was taken priſoner by the blacke Prince. For mo- 
ved wich the ſuddaine alteration of his fortune ; that in 
a moment,ofa mightie Prince he was become acaptiue; 
in the power of his enemies, hee was verie ſad and pen- 
fue, Burt when hee was b to the preſence of 
King Edwerd, after he had conlidered'of the vanitie 
and vncerraintie of worldly thinges, heelooked with 
a verie cheerefull countenaunce, as though no ſuch 
thing had __ ro him. Ar ' which chaunge, 
King Edward, hearing before of his penliueneſle, much 
maruelling , demaunded of him , thecauſe of his ſud- 
daine alteration , I was (quoth King obs) the laſt day, 
as you know, a mightieking, and now I amfallen into 
your handes , a captiue at your diſpolition : F anitas vs- 
nilatum Cr omnid vanitas, V aniticof vanities, & all is va- 
nity. To which ſaying an Engliſh Poer ſeemed to allude: 

No wiebt im this world, that wealth can attaine, 
pulſe he beleene, that all is but vaine, 

And looke how it cometh, ſo leancitto go : Bo 

As tydes find their times, to cbbe and to flow, | 
WM Thelike is reported'to be ſpoken by Gilimer King of 
| memento) when he = rpm wet by 
WH #cliſcriw, and led in the triumphe very ric 
relled , ſet out with gold dyeing 
was at that time very (ad andpenſiae; vntill hee came 
beforethe Emperour 1aſtin/aw, & then being comman- 
WY ccdtoadorchim fitting in his chaireof eſtare; he fell in- 
"= rtogrear laughing, & pronoficedtheſe words,Y anite; vs- 
| wii c> omnis vanites, And whe all menthoughtbythe 
L 2 great- 
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is ſorrow, & ſodain alteration of hiseſlate, 

was fallen mad , that would laugh at ſuch an vn. 
fcaſonabletime, the Emperour asked him, why (being 
before ſo long ſorowfull) be fell ſo ſodainely into ſuch a 
ing, Heanſwered, that he laughed at the variable 
ynconſtant eſtate and condition of men, that hee, 
who was cuen now aKing, isnow becomea ſlave. © | 
The king Seſoſftris was aptly taught the vncertainty 
ofhamane thinges, by the exampleof foure kinges, 
whom when he had taken priſoners, hee cauſed them to 
drawe him in a Chariot ; oneof the kings curned his 
face alwayes backward, and bcing demaunded the 
cavſe, hee aunſwered , that as he beheld the wheeles 
of the Chariot, that the ſame which was on high 
came downe below , he called ro minde the condition 
of men. VVhich aunſwere made Seſo#ri more milde 
and gentle, Ecclefiaes ſayerh , one commeth out of 
pryſon, andis madea King ; and another which is borne 
to the kingdome, falerh into. pouertic. And who» 
ſoeuer ſhall enter into the due conſideration of theſe 
 thinges with an vpright iudgement, ſhall nd, that 
there is nothing in this life, . better then a meane &+ 
ſtare : which hetbat canattajine. and keepe, is of all other 
neereft ro this parr of felicitie For when ambition and. 
deſire of having, hath poſſeſſed a mans minde, what ſa 
ever is {weete and pleaſant in this life, is loſt . Av ap» 
peared by Ju{ieanws, who living before in ſecuritie , watts 
ting nothing chat was n ie for the happineſſeof 
- thislife, butratber had roomuch,; through ambition 
and defireof rule and honour, fell into a ſea of cares and, 
troubles; & within a few moneths , ignominiouſ]y loſf 
both his honour and his life. Pertizax (cemed ue 
lerre a priuate life , before high. cſtare, For i 
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hewas Emperour , hauing borne the principall office 

in the Romaine Empire, and gouerned many province: 

and countries, avery wiſe man, andof great experience 
and one of the principall men"among the Romaines, 
miſliking the governemenr, inthe raigneof the Empe- g 
rour Comodns , withdrew himſelfe into rhe'countrie of : 
Liguria, to leade a priuatelifein@poorevillage , where 4 
his father in times paſt had lived, and keprſhop, And 
when he had bought that poore dwelling , where his 
father had ſold oyle, fiſh, wineand ſuch like , hee built 
abour it a ſtately hole , ſuffering rhe old ro remainein 
the middeſt, without adding or diminiſhing anything 
of it , Pertinax was greatly delighted ro behold that 
countric, wherin he had paſſed his life being bur a child, 4 
& from whence he had departed fo abieQt, & wasretur- = 
ned with great wealth & credite;& beingaduertiſed that 
the foale of the alle was alive, whereon he was vſed to 
cafie wood, he boughrit, & chetiſhed ir asif irhad been 
ſome old acquaintance, or 'ſerirant of great deſert, 
He reioyced ſoexceedingly ro'ſee himſelf ſo rich, where 
he had been ſo poore; and to obtaine fo greatquietnes, 
after ſo much travel, that he ſaid & wrote to his friends, 
that if princes had thronghly knowne thetaſt &reliſh of 
ſecurereſt &quiernes, they wouldoftheir owne accord 
abandon Empiers. And if Pertinax could have kept him- 
ſelf in this privar life , he had eſcapedthar violenr death, 
which being afterward choſen Emperour he could not 
euoyd. [f men could ſee, how the minds of many Princes 
and great eſtates are affected, what cates, and troubles 
ouer-whelme them , what agonies and torments they 
(ufter, in whar feare and ſuſpition they live, we would 
not eſteeme them to bee in the happieſt eſtate, burra- 
therto pittic their caſe; and yeeld them all the honour 
L3 and 
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ly ; watching,they1 uierly: & by w 
«be brig ey live 06s For the ſubieQAs wealth, in 
a great part , h vpon the Princes vigilance and 
providence: which ina ſort, was giuen to vnderſtand by 
Phillip of Macedon : being in the warres, when hee was 
asked how it cameto paſſe, that henow ſlept fo ſoundly, 
ſo perill being at hand , whereasat other times, 
le daungers he viced tobe ſo watchfull : It is no matter 
(quoth the king) though I fſleepe , Antipater is awake; 
meaning , as beſore all the eſtare of his affaires, and 
ſafetic of the people depended vppon his vigilancie: 
ſo for this one time he had committedthem to Anti» | 
, whom he knew to be as carefull as himſelfe, Phi- 
lip de Comines , aman of great wiſedome and experi- 
ence, andimployed in waightic affaires, inthetime of 
Lewes the eleventh King of France, ſayth, that if hee 
ſhould write of all the Princes, both men and women, 
which he knew in his time, thattorhe iudgemetr of men 
ſeemed to liuein great felicitie, and yet ro thoſe tht 
knew them familiarly , lived ina miſcrable eſtare, tha. 
marter alone , would containe a reaſonable volume 
which agrceth withthe Poet: _ & | 
A iſer atque infelix eſt etiam rex 
Nec quenquam (mihi crede) facit diadema beatum, 
VVhen Tigranes was newly become king of Armentd, | 
after he had a while earneſily beheld the diadem, which 
he had in his hand , O noble, rather then happieclothy 
(quorh he) if men knew the cares & troubles thou brine 
geſt with thee, no man wold take thee vp if he foiid thee 
lying on the ground, Burt none expreſſed more aptly the 
vnhappines of princes , that came by valawſull means 
to 
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to their principalities, then Diowyſwe rhe Tyrant of 54 
recaſa, which was then a name of tema 
happic man;; wile thou (quoth hee) Damocies , make 
proofe oneday of my happines? VV hEthe other anſwe- 
ans re willingly; Dionyſiws cauſed him to be 
(ct alone at his table, in a ſtately chamberrichly han- 


, a cupboord of plate of great price, histable ſurni- 
| rye Ter es mentes, pleaſant wines 
of all ſortes, and attended vppon with braue men and 
faire boyes, in all pointsas if he had been there himſelle, 


But directly ouer his head, he cauſed tobe haged anaked 
ſword, by the haire of a horſe taile, which wh& Damocles 
eſpied, his lomacke would no longerſerue him to carte 
ot theſe daintie meates , neither could hetake any plea- 
ſure in the ſeruice of thole faire cares, wy 
tinuall feare, leaſtthe ſword mc | 
deſired, he might have leaue todepart, he would beno 
longer happie , Now thou ſeeſt (quoth Dienyſaw) bow 
happic our eſtate is,that norwith ing our gard of ar- 
med men, hangeth but by alitle _—__ wr 6a 
ſw liuely & properly reprouethe comonerrorot men, 
that thinke chewe robe to a incipality and 
worldly wealch,which is for them Ss cr 
with feareand perill, and nn ons or mind, then in 
a meane eſtate, that bringeth-with ita | 
life, voide of danger and timerousconceipts, And that 
Which he ſhewed by example in Democles, was by ac- 
tion verified in himſclfe, in the courſe of his life. For hee 
was ſo extremely fearfull & ſuſpicious,that he durſt truſt 
no body, He prepared a lodgingfor bimſelfe that had no 
acceſſeto it,but ouer a draw-bridge,which he vied him- 


ſel to draw, whe he went tobed,Hedurſt truſtno Bar- 
L 4 bour, 


bour with the ſhaving his beard , buthis ownedaugh- 
rers, for feare of histhroar, And when they greweto- 
wards women, hee tookeahe razor from them , and 
made them learrR a deviſe ro burne off hishaire. And 
as hee was on atime playing at rennis, hee delivered his 
ſword to his page, andas one of his familiars rolde him 
merily, that now he commirted his lite ro his boy,hee 
cauſed rhem both preſently ro beflaine: theman, be- 
cauſe he ſhewed the way'how he might beekilled, and - 
the boy, becauſe by ſmiling he ſeemed to allow of it. Ag 
this Diony/ius was walking one day after he was expelled 
from his kingdome;in the citry of Corinth, where hee 
lined asa private man, Truly Dionyſizs (ſaid Diogenes the 
Sinopian) thou artinan eſtate vnworthy of thee,” The 
Tyrant ſuppoſing he had bewailed his caſe, lam behok 
ding to thee-Diogenes (quoth hee) that haſt compaſsion 
ws my miſerable fortune ,} VVhart (ſaith che Philoſo- 
pher) dooſtthou thinke I pirty thee ? it rarher grieuath 
meto ſeeſuch aſlaveas thon art, who deſerueſttogrow 
old,&rodielikea Tyrant as thy father did, then to live 
heere among vs ſo pleaſantly; and to paſle thy time in ſes 
euritic, withourfeare, V'Vherby the Philoſophers meas 
ning was;that he lived then more maPPily, beeing apri: 
uate man, voideof feare andpetrill, then hee did before 
in his kingdome, which wasfull of feare & trouble. 
The infelicitie, which many times accompanieth 
preat eſtates, and frequenteth places of honour , -was 
well foreſceneof Titzs fhe good Emperour of Rome, 
For as hee male a feaſt one day to the contentmentof 
every man, vſing acheerfull countenance,in the end of 
the banquet hee ſtrooke himſelfevppon the breaſt arthe 
rable, and witha!l ferched agreat ligh . And when his 


fatiouritesdefired ro know the caule; I cannot (quoth 
| he 
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he) refraine fighing, when I cal} 1o0mind 
honour whi 


I haue, dependerh vpon | 
rune ; that my efjates & digniticsare as it Were in 


: : 
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ſtration, and my life as it werelayd in pawneend pledge 


to mee, VVords ot like effect werevttered by Arrias to 
Nerna, when hee vas choſenE +» Forwhenall 
men came to doe reuerence tohim-as I 
Emperour, and to congratulate and-reioyce 'with-him, 
wiſhing him good ſuccefſſe and-fortune, (as themanner 
is) onely Arri#s, a very Wiſe and grave man}, a faithful 
friend to Nerza, vied another forme of ſpeech, conlide- 
ring with a more deepe meditation thenthe reſt, what a 
cat charge, and fullof perrili ir wasto raigne. » My 
iend Nerma (quoth he) that thou haſt taken vpon thee 
the gouernment of the Empire, either it is ſomecurſe 
from thy predeceſſours, or ſome vengeance that the 
Gods will take of thee, ſeeing they ſufferthee rorakethe 
Empire, and at thetime thou haſt moſt neede of coun» * 
ſe], they bereauethee of thy ſound & good indgement, 
And ſurely Nerza(ſaid Arrins) thatthou art exalted'into 
thisthrone, Lattribute it rothe good fortune of the Se- 
nare,and the people of Rome,and to all the Empire;and 
not rothine, For as thou haſt rhrougly thy vertue-and 
wiſedome,eſcaped with ſo great honour & credit, front 
che hands of ſo many euill Princes that vvent before 
thee: ſonowtheſame hath made thee ſubiectro aninh- 
nite number of cares and perils, and aboucall thereſt, ro 
theinfamy and hatred of thineenemiets, and much mare - 
of thy friends, Fortheſe thinking in their owne iudge- 
ment, thatthey hauedeſerued all thingsas duetothem, 
in reſpect of old friend(hip, ifany thing be deniedthem, 
though vniuſt,that they ſhallask;they will becom more 
crucll enemics,thea thoſethat haue ſo dilcouered _ 
ues. 
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ſclues. And when Pertinex was to be clefted Empes 
rour, and went vpto the Capitoll, hee would inno wiſe 
ſir inthechaire ofeſtate, wo iy > Hae ve Ws 
by rhe arme,& —_— aue placed 
Wy the ſame, as the worthicr man, Bur hee refultng, and 
(wading Pertinex, with all the Senate, to accept the 
empire, ich was ſo much againſt his will and liking, 
as appeared _—_ pirtifull lamentation hee made, and 
abundance of teares hee ſhed, that they placed him in 
manner by force in the chaire, And when heſawno re- 
medy nor reſiſtance againſt theyr imporrunitie, he made 
an Oration to the Senare, & amongſt many other things 
ſpake thus. V Vhen I began to holde officesin the com- 
mon vvealth, I thought it moſt cerraine, that ir wasno 
humaine matter , bur a divine dignitic tobea Romane 
Emperour, bur after I had taſted of the trauels of com- 
maundement, and of authoritie , and vaderſtoode 
perrill to raigne : I did cleerely ſee, that amongſt all r 
rravelsof men, to be an Emperour is the greateſt. Vn- 
till this day I haue had ſome quietnes, but from hence- 
foorth I ſhall be conſtrained to live diſcontented - be- 
cauſe from the trauell and diſquierneſle of the Prince, 
a and quiernes proceedeth tro the common-wealkth, 
he office of a Prince, is not to ſleepe, but to watch,nor 
to be idle, bur to tranell : for that enery exceſsiue recrea- 
tion which his perſon taketh, forthwith redoundeth to 
the preiudice of the common-wealth , Vntill this day 
have | been well liked, ſerued,and reverenced,but from 
henceforth, all men, tor the moſt part , ſhallbeare mee 
enuic: becauſe the eſtate of Princes is ſo envied , that 
the ſea (hall want ſand ro reckon his enemies , but the 
number of his fingers of one hand, ſhall exceed to point 
out his friends. He vicd often to ſay, that in all his life he 
neucr 


and coreturne vnto his houſe: and would thus recom» 
fort him(elfe, That for as much as hee was of ſa great 
age, he ſhould not long liue, butbe delivered of this te 
dious life, Pertinax had a ſonne, whom after hee was 
Emperour, hee would not ſuffer tocometo the Court, 
nor yet to Rome, but held him inhis countrey follow- 
ing his owne affaires: which moouedthe Conſullto ſay 
to Pertinax,that he ſeemed _—_— the ſonne mag pay 
rec,thenof an Emperour, dhe oy os elitt vp 
eyes to heauen, arid with agreat (igh ſaid: My Mother 
- Rome hath cauſe to be contented, that I put my life 
indanger for her ſake, without venturing my ſonneand 
houſe in like danger. V Vhereby it appeareth, hee eſtee- 
med himſelſe for moſt vnhappy to be eſtabliſhed in the 
res and his ſonne to be in great felicitic, being free 
es Gs 
The E mperour Traiane (cemed likewiſe to 
nion, that the greateſt fclicitie is not found in the grea- 
reſt eſtate, by aletter which hee wrote tothe Senate of 
Rome, being new choſen Em » Where among 0- 
ther things, he wriceth thus: Ye know that albeit I was 
nephew to our predeceſſor os I neuer ſolicited him 
forthe kingdome, & much leſſe occupied my thoughts 
to hope for it : having learned of my Maiſter Platereb, 
that honor ought rather to be deſerucd then purchaſed, 
Andas I will notdeny,, butthat a kingdomeisa fweet 
pray, and that the preſent of ſo high andexcellent d 
nitie, was welcome to me, with inward gladneſſe: ſo: 
ſo I cannot but confelſe,that I inde great difference be- 
rweene the trauelsof akingdome, andthe (ecuritic of a 


private lite. Y ca, aftes I hadtaſted of what a +4 
l 
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was fo ſoone enticed ,thoughir be too late ro repent, For | 
of ſuch -qualitie is Empire and go , tharif 
there be great honour to mnlfuetine, iheve: i5sno leſle 
&rraudll ro weild ir, Oh, ro how many perplexi- 
ries ſtands he ſubiet, who binds himſcltero gouerne 
othersFor ifhebe iuſt, they will call him cruell : if hebe 
'ifull, rhey will deſpiſe him : it he be liberall, they will 
wy him prodigall: if hee be a husband of that he hath, 
they will ſay he is couerous : if he bepeaceable, they will 
efteeme him a coward : if he be couragiots , they will 
rerme him quarellous : if he be grave, they willnore 
him proude: if he be affable,they will imputeittolights / 
neſle; and ſimplicitie: if he be ſolirarie, rhey will iudge 
him an hypoctite: and it he be merry , they will rerme 
him diſſolmte . So that men will moſt commonly vſe 
more reſpect toward all others , then towards him thy 
gouerneth the whole, For the Prince, they number rk 
_ morſets heeareth , rhey meaſure hispaces,they obſerue 
his wordes, they marke what companie he keepeth;rthey 
cenfare his workes, they are icalous ouer his lookes and 
geſtures : yearhey examineand murmure at his paſtimes, 
and make conie<ture cuen of his ſecrerthoughts, V Vho 
theneonlidereth the travels charare incident roprinci. 
palitie, the' iealouſics that ſtand ax efpials otter ſuch as 
rule; will confetle (I doubtnot) thatrhere is rio eſtate 
more ſure then that , whichis diſleuered from Empire 
ind dominion, Inſo much as gonernement being no- 
thing elſe butrheforge of envie, ' the beſt careand res. 
medy is ro forbeare robeablolute, and lineconrented 
witha priate eftate. For if aman cannor bur with great 
painegouernea wife whom hehartichoſen , rraine vp __ 
his children , which he hath begotten: and inſtruct his 
{eruant, 


ſeruaumt tharhe hath hyred, having thE allin his houſe: 
farre greater paine ſhall hee finde, to entertaine in one 
peace and vnitie a whole common wealth , devided in- 
to _— diſpolitions , Fa the xg Pa 
uet compalsion, for CAN repc 

jwqes. fart creo ons are ON 
thoſe whom they moſt favour, They cannot cate with- 
out watching, ſleepe without guard, ſpeake without 
icalouſie, nor goe without . Sothat beeing Lords 
ouer all, they are priſoners totheirowne ſubjects, Yea, 
if we conſider the ſeruitude of Princes, and the libertie 
of ſubieQts, wee ſhall find, that by whoma kingdomeis 
moſt managed,ouer him ſcruitude hath moſt dominion, 
Inſomuch that thongh Princes have authoritic togiue 
libertieco others, yet their place will not ſuffer them to 
miniſter it to themſelues. A large ſea, anda great —_ 


A 


dome are two things pleaſant to behold, bur moſt 
lous to proue, 


And the Emperour CM arcas Aurelins , (cemed to be 
of the verice ſame mind, by a diſcourſe written to a deere 


friende of his, among other thinges thus : There is no 
doubr, that to be Emperour of Rome is a greatneſle a- 
boue all the eſtates of the world : but weighing vvith: 
his countenaunceand maieſtie , the care andinfelicities- 
that are annexed to the ſeate, there js farre gremter ſecu- 
ritieto follow a priuate life, then to manage the affayres- 
and travels of a kingdome, And becauſe (good Pution) 
thou art ſo neere me in friendſhip. and opinion, 1 will 
debate it francklie with thee ,. though not ſo much for 
chat thou deſireſt ro knoweit,, yer becauſe ir brings caſe 
tomy hart, to communicate my fortune, as in all aduer- 
ities it is one chiefe comfort, when men know the 
vieeemoſt of their miſhaps 3, Bur thus garcocal%; The 
mye- 


| bo 
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Antonins;, adopting meeto his ſonne in law, 
gaueme his daughter to wife,and for a dowry, endued 
me with the Empire: two things v honorable, and 
cuen ſonot a little troubleſome, For that rothe gouern- 
ment of che empire,isrtied } bot ret rravell : and in 
Fau#ine my wikeyi reat difficultie of moderation, and 
modeſty. Herein thou haſt no reaſon ro maruel ſo much 
of rhat 1 write to thee now,as to wonder with what diſ- 
cretion I ſo long rime ſuffredit , Aſſuring thee, rhat the 
travels of the kingdome ſhorten my life, and thelibertie 
of my wife dimintſheth mine honour, For ſhe being the 
daughter of an Emperor, having withall the helpe of ri- 
' ches, beauty, & authoritic, forbeares notto vſe the pri- 
uiledge of libertie, not as ſhe ought, but as ſhe liſt, T his 
being a property annexed to moſt women, rather to de- 
Gretſdertie, then that they know how to vſeit : & that 
which is worſe, ſhe wil never ſuffer reformation ofthis 
errour, without the preiudice of mine honor, So that in 
ſuch a forme of life as this is, and with the fellowſhip of 
a \viſe, ſuch as Fewſtine is, it had been better for mee, to 
haueraken the ſtare of alabourer, thenyito be exalted ro 
the place of the empire : for that when the reckoning is 
made,asthere is no land ſo hard, which rhe plough doth 
not turne vp, ſo there is no man ſo humble , that will be 
commavnded, 1 was never ſo well ſerued as when Ihad 
but one Page, and now that I am Emperour,all men call 
me maiſter, & yet lam made ſeruaunt tothe all, V Vhere 
thou mayeſt ſce a lamemable difference berweene that I 
was then, and the condition I hue in now : For when I 
followed theſtudie of Philoſophy, I had conmentment 
of minde, where the pompes of the Empire carrieth me 
into ſtrange ſpirits, that I have forgonen the vertue . 
and ſcience I knew, and now am ed wich infirmi- 


LCs, 
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ties, Which I cannot abide, VVhen I was apriuare man, 
all men held cheir eyes fixed vppon mee, and now that I. 
am a prince,thcre are few that employ not4heirtongues 
azainſt mee. V Vhereby it appearcth, that as in Princes 
there is alwaies ſomething to be admoniſhed, ſoin ſub- 
jects are many thinges co be correQed,, All this (good 
Pution) Idebare with thee, to the endthou hanecom- 
paſkion vppon my eſtate paſt, ard pirty of that I am novy 
in: benny Horne time to communicate vvith thoſe 
friends with whom I haue been brought vp,nor oppor- 
tunitic to ſeeke my ſolace 1nthe ſcience I hauelearned, 
For of the onelide, the cares of the kingdomedoecarry 
meinto thoughts and penliuenes, and on the other ide, 
the liberty of my wife leaues me in trouble of colcience, 
Saterninus likewiſe beeing aduaunced agaioſt his will to 
thenameof Emperour by the Egyptians & by his ſoul- 
divurs,whe he ſaw the ſo importunatethat he could not 
without danger refuſe it, My friends(quoth he)yeknow 
not what it is to raigne, I will make you vnderſtand it in 
my ſelte. From this day ſorward I (tal be daily threatned 
with (words,axes,& halberds hanging vuer my head,on 
euery (ide I ſee my ſelfeaſſaulted withlaunces,& all kind 
of weapons, Thoſe that ſhould be my guard & defence, 
I begin to feare,and to ſtand indoubr of them thar kee 
mee company, | eate my meate now with no good ralt, 
nor without ſuſpition. I go.no where in faſety,nor with- 
out feare. But it I were alſured from all theſe things, yer 
K is vnpoſzible for an Emperourto pleaſe his ſubiects, 
| Forifhe be old, they will ſay hee is vnable, and infufh- 
cient : if hee be young, that he is furious , and wanteth 
wiſedome to commaund . So as there vvill never fayle 
defeQs ro befound in him.. Belieue mee (my friendes) 


you that make me Emperour, doctic mee to death, yer 
one 
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comforterh mee, that I ſhall nor die alone, - 
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one 
deale with mee as you liſt: I'beſeechthe Gods thar yee 


that you have done, as 1 * 


repent not one day 


now, And as hee ſeemed to-prophecie of himſelte, ſoit 
happened ro him, For Probus being Em alſo, en- 
countering with him, wan the field : and Sa!wninns be- 


ing fled into a Caſtle, was there ſlaine againſt the will of 


Probas, who ſeemed willing to hauepardoned him. . 
And althoughthe troubles and perrils of theſe high 
dignities and honorable were foreſeeneand du- 


ly conſidered of ſome wiſe and men,yet few there 
have beene who refuſed them beemeg offred, and more 
few that haue yeelded them ouer, without ſome vrgent 
cauſe and necefiitie, when they haue poſſeſſed them, 
Sy, after hee had vanquiſhed all his enemies, beeing 
DiQator , the higheſt dignitic then in the Romaines 
Common-yealth, and in mens indgement might haue 
poſseſſed ir quietly, gaue it over voluntarily without any 
compulſion, andled a priuate life, 
Carolus Martellus, ſhewed great magnanimirie in 
refuling principality. VVhen after many noble viQries, 
hee was offred by the Princes & nobilitie,the kingdome 
of Fraunce, herefuſcd it, and contented himſelfe vvith 
the eftatc his father left him, For which hee had this E- 
pitaph. 
Dux dominuſque Dacum, reguzmn quoque rex fore ſpernit,. 
Non vwult regnare, ſed regibus imperat ipſe, 
Some others did the like. But none hath ſheweda more 
rare example in this kinde of matter then Diocleſian, 
This Droclefrav was a man of baſe parentage in Dalma-. 
cia,and (crued as a poore ſouldiour in Fraunce vnder di- 
uers Romaine Emperours, (Forthe Romaines had then 
acuſtome,not to ſuffer their Emperours long to liue) &. 
a 
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25 0nrime he reckoned with a woman, inthehouſe | 


where hee _—_ (that was a Southfayer, ofthem 
which were cal les) for the charges of ſome 
time paſt, this woman finding fault with his rec- 
koning, vnfit,as ſhe thoughr,for a ſonldier, Content 

ſelf good woman (quorh Diecleſtd) I am yet a poore ſoldi- 
er,asthou ſeeſt, but whEI ———_— will be more 
liberall . For as much as thou haſt ſpoken (quoth ſh 

more truly then thou art awareof, when thou haſt kil- 
led an Aper (which (ignifieth a Bore) thou ſhale be Env 
perour, Dioclefian, although he tooke her words inieft, 
asa thing vnlikely tro come to paſle , yer carrying a loſty 
minde , — ſometimes vpon her words, and as 


occalion ſerued, he vſed tokill Bores , And through hi 


verueand valour , being aduaunced'by degrees from 
one office toancther, he became in time one of the 
principall men in the armie. And as heſaw rhreeor 


toureEmperours in histime , one ſucceeding another, 
he calling ro remembrance the womans wordes : I kill 
the Bores(quorh he) bur others catethe fleſh. Ir chaun- 
ced atlaſt, that one, whoſe name was Aper, traiterouſly 
killed Vumerianus the Emperour, notwithſtanding hee 
married his daughter , hoping to ſacceede him inthe 
Empire. But the ſame being knowento theſouldiours, 
they apprehended this per, & brought him before the 
tribunal ſeate ofthe Emperor, And deviſing vpon aman 


that might ſee this treaſon puniſhed, 'none ſeemed ſo 


mecte,as Djocleſiaw. V V hereupon the whole army,choſe 
him Emperour, And he to fulfillthe propheſie (rhough 
therthing was vnſeemely) thruſt his ſword through + 
per, andfive him. And: after he had raignedtwentie 
yeares, and achieved great matters, and now comers 
ue in grear proſperitic , his Empire —_—_— 
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162 The third booke | 
fortified, and all things in ſuch peacable eſtate, that in 
the judgement of men, be neede feare nothing, by arare 
preſident neuer ſcene before, hee gaue ouer the Empire, 
and wentto the Citic of Solons in De/macia his native 
country,to Icade a priuate life; where he occupied hims 
ſelfe in planing trees, and making orchards, and gar» 
dens,and would neuer after be brought to ent dle 
with any kind of gouernment, of what qualicie foeuer, 
V Vhich priuace litc liked him ſo well, that by his owne 
confeſsion, he then began roliue, andtoſecthe cleere 
light of theSunne, And when afterward in proceſle 
time, the States of Rome (ent Ambaſſadours to de» 
fire him,that hee would returne againe to be theyr Ems 
our, & take vpon him the goueramem, which (they 
aid) would be profitable tothe comon wealth, he wold 
;nno wiſe be perſwaded to accept it, bur anſwered th& 
that if they ſaw & could enioy awhile his quiet life, and 
the plealure of the herbes & trees, which he had ſowed' 
and planted in his country, they would never (end him 
any ſuch embaſſage; that hee had heretofore beſtowed 
great trauell for the Common wealth , and that nowe 
God had giuen him 1me torrauell and ltueto himſelfe, 
And that hee could not account any part of his time for 
life, but this, which hee hath quictly ſpent lince his r& 
turne to his Country, 4 
And when the Embaſſadours replied, that he ſhould 
haue reſpect tothe great matters which hee had doong, 
and not to ſufter his victories to recciue diſgrace in his 
time, he aunſwered them, that having ſer his felicitieid 
the goods & riches of the mind, it con}d not be accoutÞ 
red tor an vnhonelt thing in him, rocontemne worldly 
wealth and dominion, and toprotelle honeſt pouertiez 
and that for confirmation of his opinion , there "6 
wan 
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wanted precepts, nor examples of rhe wiſe aunciene 
Philoſophers. Among all the heathen hiſtoriesthat are 
written, there is not in mine opinion , amore notable 
example,nor of moreefficacieto perſwade men that fe- 
licitie conſiſteth not intemporall and worldly goods & 
dominions, then this of Diocleſian, For beginning the 
courſe of his life in the eſtate of a poore ſouldiour,, and 
aſcending through the fauour of fortune, and his owne 
vertue and wiſedome from onedegreeto another, vn- 
till hee was mounted to the higheſt dignitics among 
men, to be Emperour of Rome, and commaunder of 
the world, and conſidering with himſelſe (like avviſe 
man) the vncertaintie and murabilitie of the thinges of 
this life, in which nothing hath long continnance, bur 
asit hath atime to increaſe, ſo being at the higheſt, na- 
rurally doth diminiſh againe; proponing alſo ro him- 
ſelte, the examples of of diuers greateſtates, whom for- 
tunc had ſet vpon the top of her wheele, and ſeemed ro 
beinthe higheſt degree of felicitie , ſhee threwrthem 
downe ſuddainly into extreame miſeries, as the Poer 
ſpeaking of Fortune, truly ſaith , 

Et tantum conſlans in lexitate ſuaeſt, 
He gave ouer all his honours and dominions, to leade a 
privatelife, in a meane eſtate, thar is free from all thoſe 
troubles and perrils, which alwayes waite vpon high 
dignities, and dominions, Many goodly perſwaſions, 
with much eloquence have been vied, ak 
guen by wiſe men,and pithy reaſons, and probable ar- 
uments have beene brought foorth'by many, to per- 
wade,that sll theſe worldly riches and * er owkich 
we bs grnty eſteeme, are but vanities, vvhoneuer ta- 
ited of thethings fr6 which they wold difſlwademen,& 
therfore not of that credit & efficaciero ETD 
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164 . The third booke * 
the Philoſopher ſaith; VVords well ſpoken, doe awake 
and reviuethe iudgement : but greatand manifeſt ex. 
amples perſwade the hart. For examples be of more vali- 
dity then precepts, & we ate better taught by good life, 
then by good words: as the Poerſaith : 

Mederis altis, ipſus wiceribus ſcatens, 
But Diecleſan hauing palled through all the eſtates and 
dignities of this life, from the meaneſtto the higheſt, & 
thereby the better able,nor onely by his owne wiſdom, 
but alſo by his experience,toudge which was the beſt, 
and when he was inthe higheſt place of honour & glo- 
rie, which men ſo carnefily labour for and admire, and 
rakefor felicitic, tolcaueall, and to betake himſelfe to a 
private life,and meane eſtate , may lerue for a (utticient 
perſwalion,thatfelicitie conliſteth not in honour & glo« 
rie, nor in worldly wealth & dominion , after the com- 
mon opinion of men. But acommon error continued, 
many times ſtandeth for alawe,& aiudgement with au- 
thoritic, for a truth, and therefore not calic to be difſol- 
ved and rooted out. And Drocleſtans opinion, is both figs 
nihcantly and briefly confirmed by the Poer ; 

Felix ille animi, diniſque ſumillamus ipſ1s 

Quem non mendaci reſplendens gloria fuco 

Solicitat : non f1ſtoſs mala gaudia luxws : 

Sed tacitos [init we dies &f paupere cults 

Exigit inndcue tranquills ſilentia vite. 

Gabriel S1meoni ſaith this is happines: The contentati- 
on of the mind : not to haue neede, andnot to deſire 
more. To laugh at euery thingthat happeneth , To 
diell ina place wherethe Prince is tuſt, learned, liberall, 
and godly. 

Butthe Emperours that ſucceeded Dieclesian,nor th 
which were betorc him, viced the like conlideration and 
fores 


Of the Felicitie of man. 465 
foreſight , of the troubles & daungers of high digniries, 
For there is hardly to be found any kind of death how 
vile or ignominiousand ſtraunge ſocuer, that any man 
hath uſted, bur ſome of the Romaine Emperours haue 
ſuffred the like, belides cruell rorments, and = o 
indignities, in their life time, The inſtabilitie of for- 
rune (vſuall in high dignities , which was wiſely fore- 
ſeenc by Diocleſian) cannot more manifeſtly be proued 
| bythe example of many ages, then by the experience of 
ſome vnhappie ambitious men in a few years, by this ex- 
ample following. By which ifthe ambitious & vnbridled 
palxions,and immoderate delire of honor and principali- 
tic, were not of ſuch force & ſtrength, that mens weake 
minds can make no ſufficient reſiſtance, they would 
bee more effectually warned and raughe, then by all 
the precepts & perſwaſions of the wiſe and learned men 
that have treated of that matrer, to ſet their felicity in 
ſome other thing, then in honour & glorie; which hath 
beene the contin of an infinite number, and brought 
them to extreme milerie, 

VVhen the Emperour 7»ſ{inian the ſecond, had raig- 
nedtenyeares, and ſeemed then to liuein great ſecuri- 
ticand proſperitie, one Leonciusa Senatour-of Canſlants- 
nople , conſpired with others againſt him ; and by the 
fauour of the people and ſome of the nobilitie, hee 
wentto the pallace, where finding no reſiſtance, hee 
apprehended 7sſtinian, and cut oft his noſe : and ma- 
king himſelfe Emperour, hee baniſhed him into Chey- 
ſonneſus , wher he liued in a pooreeſtate, without a noſe, 
Leoncizs having obtayned his purpoſe, and ſeeing 
himſelfe in quiet poſſeſsion of the Empire, ſent an army 
into Africa, againſt the Sarracens, The generall having 
won the vitorie, left his army in good order, and re- 
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166 The third beoke l 
turned ro Conſflantinople , to yeeld: the Emperour ac« 


count of hischarge. In the meanerime,one inthe army, 


hauing gotten the good will of the ſoldiers (whom they 
afterward called 7iberires) revolted againſt Leencins, and 
by the fauour of the whole armie , hee was choſen Emy 
perour, with ſuch ſucceſſe, that ſpeedily arriving at 
Conſtantinople , he tooke Leoncius, rhat had beene Em+ 
perour three yeares, and cut off hisnoſe, as hee had 
done to [uſtinian, and caſt him into priſon in a Mona» 
ſteric, that he might feele the more griefe, meaning 
afterward to put him to death , Hee baniſhed alſo one 
Philippicus imto Cephalonia, becauſe he dreamed , that an 
Eagle did light vppon his head; which he doubted did 
reſage that he (thould one day be Emperour, Tiberiay 
Gs quietly raigned fixe or (eauen-yeares , without 
feareot any man, it fell into his head to put Tuitinias 
to death , ſuſpecting leaſt he practiſed- ſome thing a- 
gainſt him . 1«#iian being thereof aduertifed , led for 
fuccourtoa Prince in Barbarie, who entertained him 
well, and promiſed him his daughter in marriage . But 
aſter he hadliued there atime in ſome hoye, and with- 
out fcare of anic turther diſpleaſure , vnderſtanding 
that his new father in law wascorrupted with money 
and meant to ſend him to Tiberizs, he Red from thence 
ro the King of Bulgaria, whoſe lifter he promiſedto 
martie, By the ayde of this King , 1uf1nian gathered 
rogether an armie, and encoumering with Tiberius 
ouerthrewe him , and recouered againe his Empire, 
(burtnor his noſe) which he could never haue done, if 
Tiberius had fuftered him to live in exile without fur- 
ther moleſting him, V Vhen 1«ſtinian came to Conſlan 
zimople, hnding Leoncius there in priſon, aſter maty 
rorments, he put him and Jiberizes ro death; anda 
Way 
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Of the Felicitie of man. 167 
wayes , as he had occaſion to wipe hisnoſe (ifhee 
one) hee cauſed one of the conſpirators to bee exe» 
cured , VVhen 7«/linian had thus gotten againe the 
poſſcfsion of his Empire, heederermined to put Philip- 
picus tO death, that dreamed ofthe Eagle, andtobee 
reuenged of the people of Cherſonneſus,of whom hepre- 
tended notto be well vied in his baniſhment, And railing 
2 power for that purpoſe, Philippicxs having intelligence 
what was intended againſt him, like aman deſperat, ga- 
thered together ſuch torces as hecould , & encountring 
with the Emperour,he overcame him, and firake off his 
head, and of ahaniſhed man became Emperour, The 
like hapned to Philippicns , for after he had raigned ſixe 
moneths , Anaſtaſmes rayſed a power againſt him, and 
overthrew him, and pur out his eyes, andtookefrom 


 bimhisEmpire: which when he had enioyed oneyeare, 
Theodeſims depoſed him, and madehima Monke, and 


himſelke Emperour . Thus fortune played with thoſe 
Princes, ſometime lifting vp ſomeon high , that ſhee 
might throw them downe withthe greater fall; ro ſome 
giuing more then he had before, that ſhe might atlaſt 
takeallfrom him ; ſometime making Emperors exiles, 
another time making exiles Emperours; V Vhich agree- 
cth aptly with the ſaying of the Satyricke, 

Ille crucem ſcelerss pretium ferat, hic diadema, 

Such is the mallice of ambition, that is not alwayes 
latizhed with the torments or death of his competi- 
tour , except he be alſoreuenged , and vſe deſpites vp- 
on his carka(ſe, There was a contention betweene Ser- 
£1995 and Formoſus tor the Popedome . Sergixs being of 
greater force, caſt the other out of Saint Peters chaire : 
who flying into Fraunce, found fortune ſo fauourable, 
that hee recoucred againe the poſſeſsion of bis place, 
M 4. and 


168 The third booke 
& died within a little while after, Sergins rhe Antipope, 
reioycingin the death of his compernour, got him inte 
Saint Peters chaire, & burning with a delire to bereuen» 
ged, hee cauſed Formoſus to be taken our of his graue, 
& ſetting him inthe Popes ſeate, apparrelled in a Prieſts 
habit,commanded his head to be cur off, and ſpake thus 
to him : Thou waſt Biſhop of ſucha place , vvhy haſt 
thov, through the ſpirit of ambition ,vſurped the vniuer. 
fall ſcat of the Romaine Biſhops ? V Vhen the ſacred ce. 
remonies were hniſhed, hee cauſed his veſtiments to be 
taken from him, and three of his fingers to be cur off, & 
his body to be caſt into the river of T yber. 
 Andthis was a horrible fact that was comminted by 
\ Pope /9bnthe xiij. when he had cut off the noſes, & pur 
our the eyes of certaine Cardinals, becauſe they fauou-. 
red 0tho, that meant to depole him, & (ct vp another in 
his place. VVhich Pope was afterward (as ſome write) 
killed by a Romaine, becauſe he found him abuſing his 
wife, And as theſe Popes through ambition haue com- 
mitted many outrages and tyrannies, ſo have they by 
the iuſt indgement of God, (ſuffered many indigaities 
and rorments: ſome expelled, ſome baniſhed, ſoine im- 
priſoned, ſome theyr eyesput out; as Pope 1obn the 
xii). VV hich examples were ſufticientto diſſwade men 
from aſpiring to high dignities and glorious eſtate, if 
their eyes were not blinded with the humor of ambiti- 
on. Andinno eſtates of lite, examples of ambition haue 
been more apparant,then inthe Popedome: two,three, 
and ſomtimes foure Popes being at one time, within the 
ſpace of forty yeeres; who haue raiſed cruell warres,and 
contended together moſt maliciouſly, to the great effu- 
lion of innocent blood, androthe impoueri(hing and. 


troubling of all Chriſteadome,But Bexedit#us the ninth, 
: Gregwy 
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Of the Felicitie of man, 169 
Gregory che (ixt , and John the third, all three Popes ar 
onetime, viedthe matter with more moderation , and 
greater diſcretion , For after ſome contention for the 
Popedome,one being ſetvp,& another pur downe,they 
fell to a friendly compoſition: and becauſe Saint Peters 
chaire was not large enough for them all threeto (it in 
itrogether , they deuided Chriſtes garments (as theyc 
V Vriters report ) & the reuenues of the Church equal- 
ly betweene them, and dwelt neighboutly at Rome to- 
ether, taking ſeuerall Churches totheircharge. And 
Com mighr ariſe a diſputable queſtion of no {mall dith- 
, cultic; which of them was the right Vicar of Chriſt, 
but [ leaue it to themto whom it appertaineth,to be de- 
cided, not appertainingto this matter, A rare example 
of the incoſtancie of fortune among great Princes, hap- 
ned to Bazazet, Emperour of the Turkes: for beeing 0+ 
uercome in battell by Tamberlan(that of a peaſants ſonne 
becamea great Monarke) and taken priſoner, he cauſed 
himto be led with himin acage of golde, and to be fed 
with crums that fel from his table : & when he meantto 
ride, he vicd kim fora footſtoole to get vpto his horſe, 
Y alcrianusmperour of Rome, beeing taken priſoner by 
, Sapor king of the Perſians, was vſed inthe like fort, asa 
foutſtoole for him to ger vp to his horſe, V Vhen Alex- 
ander the great had taken king Porws priſoner, and asked 
him aa thought meet for himthat was victortodo - 
with him: Even as this day (quoth Porw)doth admoniiſh 
thee,wherin thou ſceſt how vncerrain athingfelicity is, 
Dum verſat dubio vitam fortuna tenore 
Felicem ſeſe dicere nemo poteſt, 

Darins that mightie Monarke of the Perſians , taſted 
of the like inconſtancie of fortune, For at Alexander: - 
firſt comming into Aſia, being puffed vp with geeby 
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 maiſter of the world ; the gold was atoken that he ſhold 


170 The third booke 
his riches and dominion, thinking himſelfetobe 
in the higheſt degree of felictie, he wroteto Alexander 
a diſdaintull and proude letter : Dariss king of kings,and 
couſin tothe Gods, ro Alexander my ſeruant : I will and 
commaund thee toreturne home to thy parents,and lye 
mthy mothers lap,and learnethe duty & part of aman; 
for which purpoſe, I haue ſent thee a paire of raines of 
Scithia, a tenniſe ball,and a purſe full of gold ; the Ball, 
becauſe it agreeth with thy yeeres; rhe gold, that thou 
maieſt therewith buy what thou lackeſt . Alexander re- 
ceived theſe gitts,asa 20h. ana of his good fortune: 
and wrore to him againe that he had recciued his gifts: , 
the raines, he mean: to vie to rule them that were now 
ſubiect ro him , the ball did preſage, that hee ſhould be 


be maiſter of him , andall his treaſure, V Vhich Letter 
when Darins had read, hee ſent to the gouernours of his 
Country, that he heard there was a young man, the ſon 
of Phillip, that ouerranne his conntries of Aſtalike one 
that weremad; he willed themtorakehim,& whip him 
with rods like a boy, & ſend him to him clothed in pur- 
ple: and for his noble men & captaines,that they ſhould 
deſtroy them & his navie. But atterward, when hee was 
ouerthrowne in battell, and his wite and children were 
taken priſoners, himlelfe hardly eſcaping, NabarJanes, 
and Beſſus,rwo of his principall Captaines, through an 
ambitious delireof rule, conſpiring traiterouſly againſt 
Darius, looked tor opportunitieto kill him , V Vhereof 
when Darius was aduertiſed, and counſelled by ſome of 
his friends , ratherto commit himſelfe to the guard of 
che Grecians, then totrruſt his ownecountreymen, 'be- 
ing predeſtinateto his chance, hee could not then beare 
eny wholſome counte!l; and hearing that ſuch as were 
accu- 


Of the Felicitie of man, =. 
accuſtomed to the guard of his perſon, which ſhould 
haue beene his defence in all perils, were fled from him, 
for teare of the great number of conſpiratours, vvhich 
they ſuppoſed to be comming , hee called ſome of his 
friends, and willed them to provide for themſelues, c6- 
mending their fidelitie to their Prince,till the laſt houre, 
Heere (quoth hee) I tarry for thefarall law of my deſti- 
nie. After which words, they filled the Kings lodging 
and all the Campe with mourning and lamentation, 

Such as appertained tothe con(piratours,deceiued by 
the confuſcd cries and lamentation, brought rydings to 
the reſtthat the king had killed himſelfe : wherup6 th 
gallopedthether as taſt as they could, and ſuch follow 
alter , as they had choſentobe miniſters of theyre mil- 
chiefe, V Vhea Beſ/us and Nabarzanes were entred into 
the Kings pauillion , hearing by his Eunuches that hee 
was aliue, they commaunded him to be bound . Thus 
he which before was carried in achariot, and honoured 
of his men like a God , was made priſoner by his owne 
ſeruants,& put into a vilecart, covered ouer with beaſts 
Skins, His men vnderſtanding how the matter paſled, 
all forſooke him. Butto theintent that Darizs ſhould: 
not want ſuch honour as was due to his eſtate,they cau- 
ſed him to be bound with golden ferters,Such werethe 
deſpightsrhat his fortune made him ſubieQ vato,, And 
ſorthat he ſhould notbe knowne by his apparrell, they 
couered his Chariot with foule hides of beaſts, and cau- 
ſed vnknowne men to driueit forwards, Nevwes becing 
brought to Alexander that Darius was 'forſaken of his 
owne men, and either taken priſoner or ſlaine, he fol- 
loweth after him as ſpeedily as hecovld; And whea hee- 
was come ſo neere them, that the Macedons ſawethe 
Pculians flying, and the Perſians the Maccdons purſu- 
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or The third booke 
ing them , Beſſws and other of his complicescameto the 
cart where Dariw was, and perſwaded him to leape on 
horſebacke and flic from his enemiesthat were at hand, 
Bur he crying out-that the Gods were cometo his re- 
uenge, and calling for the aſsiſtance of Alexander, ſayd, 
that in no wiſe he would goe with traitors; wherewith 
they being exceeding angrie , threw dartsathim, and 
leſt him wouded in many places of his body : they thruſt 
in the beaſts alſo thardrew the cart, that they mw nor 
be ableto BO forward,and (]ue his ewo ſcruants,thart did 
wait vpon him, and fled to ſaue themſelues. V Vithin a 
while after, the beaſts that drew Dariws wagon , havin 

no man to gouerne them, wereſwarned out of the bieh 
way,& wandring here & there, had drawn Darius foure 
furlongs from the place where he was wounded , into a 
valley, where they fainted by reaſon of their heate and 
hurts, And as Poliſtratus a Macedon came that way, to 
drinke of a ſpring, being ouercome with thirſt , he eſpi- 
ed, as he was drinking out of an helmet, the beaſts that 
werethruſt in with dartes, and looking into the foule 
cart, he found the budy of a man halfe dead,& at length 
he perceiued it was Darivs,that lay there ſore wounded, 
gaſping for breath , Then he brought himrto a Perſian, 
that he had taken priſoner, whom when Darius knevy by 
his voyce tobe of his countrie, hetookeit for acom- 
fort of his preſent fortune, that he ſhould ſpeake before 
hedied, to one that vnderſtood him, and not vrter his 
laſt words in vaine; he required him to declare vnto A- 
lexander, that though he had neuer deſerued any thing 
at his hands, yer it was his chaunce to die greatly his 
debror, and had great thankesto giue him, forthe fa- 
vourand goodnelle he had ſhewedto his mother, his 


wate, and children, to whom he had not onely graunted 
lite 


of the Felicitie of than, 
life, but alſo the reverence of their former eſtare and 
dignity ; wheras he of his kinſmen and friends,to whom 
he had given both life and lands, wasnow bythembe- 
reaued of all, He prayed thertore that he mighr alwayes 
be victor, & that the Empire of the whole world might 
fall into his hands : requiring himthat he wold not neg- 
lect ro reuenge ſo foule an act; not onely for his caule, 
but for an example, &the loueof other Princes: which 
ſhould be a thing honorable tohim, and profitablein 
timetocome, VVhen he had ſpoken theſe wordes,he 
fainted, and calling for water, after he had drunke, ſaid 
to Poliſtratus that preſented it to him ; whatſoeuer thou 
art, this igvnto me the laſt miferie in a!l my aduerſe for- 
tune, that I am not able to requiterheethis benehie, 
but Alexander (hall reward thee, and the Goddes ſhall 
requite him, for his great humanitie and clemencie, 
ſhewed rowards mine : vnto whom in my behalfe thou 


ſhale give my hand, as a pledge of a kings promiſe. And 
hauing ſpoken theſe words, and giuento Poliſtratws his 
hand, he _ V Vhen his ſayings werereporred ro A- 


lexander , hee repaired where the dead corps lay , and 
there bewayled with teares, that it was his chaunce to» 
diea death ſo vnworthie of ſo great an eſtate and raking 
of his owne cloake to couer the dead corſe , adorning 
alſothe ſame with all things that appertained to a king, 
he ſent it to his mother to be buried, in ſuch ſort asthe 
countrie manner was to burie kings, andto be layda- 
mong thereſt of his predeceſſonrs , T his wasthe mile-. 
rable end of this mightie Monarke, which may bean ex- 
ampleto all eſtates, that feliciry conliſteth not inabun-- 
dance of treaſure and glorious dominion , wherein this 
man exceeded all the Princes of his time: and which al- 


lodiſcoucreth the mutable eſtate of- Princes , —_— 
| ine: 


other. VV hich mutabilitie remanent Poet 
in few words doth well (ct forth, 1 
Omnis ſunt hominum tenui pendentia fils , 
Et ſubits caſu que valucre ruunt. 
And Beſſws one of them that murdered Derias, for the 
deſire of rule , was afterward taken priſoner, and com- 
mitted by Alexander to Darius brother R that he ſhould: 
cmolfhiznoſe, andeaces, and hang him vponacroſle, | 
cauſing hisownmeto ſhoot himt with arrowes,/ 
One ſaith , that Prince which hath morethenall other, 
enjoyeth leaſt of any other : for the Prince that poſſeſ- 
ſcth much, is alwayes occupied in defendinggr, burthe' | 
Princethat hath lictle, hath leaſurequict'y to enioyit, L 
Abrahi king of Marocco was driuen to ſuch extremity, 
bya called Elmabeli, who had rayſed a power 
pain him, and overthrew himin the field , rhat being” 
voydeof all hope of ſuccour, he ſtale forth of the towne. 
in che night on horſebacke,& rooke the queene his wife 
behind him, and being cometothetop of a highrocke' 
that ſtood vp6 the (ca coaſt, he put ſpurres to his horſe & 
fell downe headlong, he ndbhews tumbling from! 
one place to eber vmill they were torne in peeces,” 
Theinſtabiliticot high dignities , andthe griefe forthe 
loſſe of them, was fechually ſer forth by lamentable- 
verſes made by a Pope, called arCofſ , when hee 
wasthrulſt our of Saint Peters chaire, and caſt inpriſon, 
rag, ts 4. by the report of Nicholas Cleman-" 
| wk ope was a very wicked man, and being forced 
m his en aſſembled neuerthelefle a Counſell of 
Conbedan Geingare and Italians, hisfauorites : wherein 
conlulation was had of ſume vaine matters, nothing 
appertaining to the vriilitic of the Church , —_— | 


A 4 : 


fore the firſt ſeſsion, - when they ac 
manner is) for the aſsiſtance of the holy Gh 
| fathers were ſer in theirplaces, andthe Popeinahigt 
place abouethem all , there commethan owle, which 
alwaycs bringeth with him, aprognoſticke of cuillfor 
eune, and abghreth yfon a beameinthe middleofthe 
Church, ſinging in his naturall rune; and looked conti- 
nually in. the Popes face. And aseuery man-marueclled 
toſce this vnfortunate bird (thar flyeth the-light) fo 
boldly inthe middle of che day to fit among ſuch anaſ- 
ſcmbly of people, ominating ſome euilltofollowe, the 
Pope , _ whom the owtes eyes werecarneſily faſte- 
m—_ and ſwear, and being inagreat agonie, diſ- 
miſſed the Councell, and departed, Arthenext ſefzion, 
the owle commeth to the ſame place againe; and behol- 
deth the Pope as he did before, whobeing moreaſha- 
kcky bad to be fexredomey whherpingendalen 

y to way with cry 
of handes, But the IS 
from the place, vntill ſhe was ſtricken with a ſtaffe,, and 
fell downe dead among them. The Counſe!lnotiong abs. 
ter was to the ſhame of the Popediſſolued,, and hede» 
poſed, & caſt in priſon : where he bewayled his fortunse,. 
with theſe doletull verſes: 

Lui mods ſummius cram letatus nomine Praſul, 
Trifls & abiedtus,nunc mea ſata gems. 
E xcelſms ſolie nuper verſabar in alts, 
Cantlaque gens ped1bus oſcula prone dabat. 
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Omnibus ( terrss, aurum mihiſponte ferebant: 
Sed nec ga4z.4 innat,nec quis amicu adeſt 


Sic Varian: fortuna vices aducrſa ſecundia 
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ego Papa cats. 
In our fathers time Tomombey Sultan of Egypt , Atebes 
lixa king of Peru, and cAutexams king of Mexico, loſt 
both cheir kingdomes and liuesina ſhorttime in amis 
ſerable fort, the one dying in priſon , the other with a 
ſoft mo {mothered to death: _ _ ſhames 
full ed in his owne towne, Apryes ki 
w lv. himſelfe & would — he had ſo eſta». 
liſbed and fortified his ingots, that nonecitherof 
the Gods or of men could take it from him. Bur beeing 
ouercome in bartell by the Perſians, he was taken priſo+ 
ner, and after he had been kept ſome time in priſon, he 
was ſtrangled, F 
The great Prince Saladine, after hee had won Teruſai 
lem, lyingin his death bed, and conſidering with hims 
ſelſe, what vanitie was in the pompe and glory of this 
world, commaunded his ſhirt ro be hanged vpon a pole; 
and carried through the towneinthe ſight of all men,& 
robecryed: Behold Sa/adine the conquerour of Aſia; 
of ſo great a kingdame, and ſuch abundance of riches; 
hee carrieth nothing with himboatthis, But Alexandet 
thegrear vſed not the ike modeſtie: bur contrariwiſe 
beeing puffed vp with pride, and 'vaine glory afrer.his 
victories, hee could not beare the greatneſle of his fors ' 
rune with that vertve he wan them, But being morede-. 
lirous of glory,thenable to receiueit; hee comimaunded. 
himſelfeto becalled the ſonne of /wpiter,atrd to'beho-. 
nored as a God, And whilſt hee:yvent abourro increaſe. 
the glory of his acts, hee corrnpred and defaced ther 
with ſuch vaineritles. For he received moremockes of : 
the wiſer ſort then adocations of — 
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and ſaid ; V Vell, feetn nel 
jerys mak yoffucha 
glorious petition, And as Clee,an Iralian of Sicilia, g 


to flatrerie both by his owne nature, and by the cuſtome 
of his Country, had vſed perſwaſions, and ſer downe a 
forme to honour Alexander as a God, Calliſtenes being of. © 
a contrary opinion , Are not they goodly Gods Clev' 
(quoth hee) thatthou and I can make? Tpraytheeler 
me proue thy power, ifthou canſtmakea GOD? firſt 
 makea King: it is much moreecaſte to gine a worldlie 
kingdome, then the poſſeſsion of heaven. Butflatterie* 
was neuer better rewarded, then by CH wens Antonings® 
the Triamuir, For when heentred into Athens, all the 
the Cittizens having firſt prepared exceeding great ho-/ 
nours for his entertainement, went to meete him, and 
they becing deſirous to winne his fguour, vied this kind 
of flattery , They to!de Antonias that they had in theyr' 
Cittiethe Goddeſſe Ainerna which wanted a husband, 
and were deſirous to giue her him ro wife, who was the 
God Bacchus. Antonin becing offehded with theyr' 
ſhamefull flattery, ſaid, that hee was content ro acc 
her for his vvife : but I will have (quothhe) arhouſand” 
talents for her dowry , which is requiſite for ſo greara' 
marriage, 

Bur the Emperor Commodns vied more ſeveritie,or ra- 
ther crueſtic in puniſhing flatrery, Cerraine yobng gen- 
tlemen of Commodes chamber, vnderſtanding that £bu- 
tienes was put to death for weeping and lamenting the 
death of the Conſul Byrrivs, & »ſtus another Sena-! 
tour, for bemoning the death of Bburianws, the day _— 

N, Apot- 


pa. ole was executed , thinkingto pleaſe the prince) 

made ſhew of great micth and ioy zedeath of Apel. 
leuſtus.V V hich being knowen to Commodas, he coman» 
dedtheir throats to be cur, laying, that for any act dong 
by the Prince, they ought neitherto laugh nor weepe, 
but heare & (ee & hold their peace, Xerxes the great mo» 
narkeof Perfia,being vameaſurably ouercome with pride 
& vaine glory,aſter the bridge which was made to tran(« 
-port his army*ouer the ſea called H t , Was Ouer- 
throwneby the tempeſt and raging ofthe (ca , he with 
ſuch arrogancie, diſdayning that theclements would 
not bee obedient to him , commaunded the ſcato bee 
beaten with three hundred ſtripes , and a paire of fet- 
ters to bee caſt imtojt , and ſent mellengers to burne 
markes in it with a whot iron, andro beatc ir, ſaying; 
bitrer water, thy Lord doth thus puniſh thee, becauſe 
thou haſt huct him, that deſcrued no cuill of thee ; yer 
the King Yerxes, will paſſe ouer thee whether thou wilt 
or not : neither doth any manfſacrificetothce, becauſe 
thou art a deccirfull & butter riuer . To ſuch madneſſe & 
vanity,glory and dominion brought him, thathe would 
ſeeme tobe exalted aboue the condition of men.. But 
what may be ſaid of them; that rake vpon them to make 
Saints ? Asthe other would be made a God, and as this 
arrogatedto himſcitea power ouer the (ca, ſothey will 
commaund the Angels in heauen, thatthere may des 
nothing wanting tothe fulneſle of their power, Yet, 
and that their madneſle and extreame folly and wic+ 
| kednes, may be in the higheſt degree, without poſs 
bilitie ro extend it (clfe anie further, theſe titles and 
power the Popes doc chalenge by the guift of their 


paraſites, | , 
That God ratiieth whatſocuerthePope doth: the 
Y 


_ - 
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will of the Pope is A NIIATREGD 
Pope can' do abſolutely inthis world wharſoeuer God 
doth; becauſe heis all things & aboucallchings,*Andif 
he change his mind, itis tobepreſumedthat God doth 
alſo change his mind , And if the Popecarry with him 
many thouſands of ſoules into hell, yerno man may ſays 
why do you ſo? Thar al power irgiuentothe Pope 
in heaven and in earth; that he may exrend himſelfe to 
heauenly,carthly,& infernall things: it isnot lawful 
ro appcale from the Popero : That the Pope may 
decree againſt the Epiſtles of Peale, becauſe hee is grea- 
terthen Pawle: & alſothar he may decree rhe old 
Teſtament, becauſe hee isgrearer then all the authors of 
the old Teſtament, Yet their ambition & deſire of vaine 
ory would nor ſuffer them herero ſtay, bur ir was ſcar- 
ched & diſputed among them & their pat whether 
the Pope. might decree things contrarietothe Goſpell: 
whether he were notaboue Peter in power: whether he 
were a pure man, or elſe as it were God, I was alſo dif- 
putedin their ſchooles, not very many yeares' ſince, 
whether the Pope did participate both natures , divine 
and humaine, like vnto our Lord lTeſus Chriſt. Iris like 
that he is ſome firange kind of creature, that they 
cannot tel} what manner athing heis,nor what to make 
ofhim. And therefore it may be that he is of the nature 
and eſſence of a woman, or one that was raken ſora 
woman in Italy , whoſe condition was ſer foorth in an 
Epitaph thus : 
Aclia, Lelia, Criſpis, nec vir, nec muliey, nec Androgy- 
ns , nee puella nec innenis, nec anus ; mee caſta, nec mere- 
irix, necpudica; ſed omnia : nec cals, nec aquis, nec ter- 
ru, ſed vbique iacet. 
VVho will maruell at the promiſes that the kings of 
N 2 Mexico 
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. Thethird books: 


io 
eMexico make when they are firſt: choſen, that will 


compare them with. the power the Popesarrogate ty 


them(clues : that the Sunne ſhall hold his courſe and 
brightneſſe, that the cloudes ſhall raigne, therivers ſhal 


run, Athe earth (hall bring foorth all kinds of frute, Bug 
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what is it that theſe flatterersof the Popes will ſhame 


to ſpeake, to win or continue their fauour ? ' 
His mendaciaſunto ons 5 (F aur um, 
Fingunt queque volunt, puranique palman 
LMentir: bene glerioſrorem. 
V'Vhat wickednes hath bin in many Popes, their owne 
authors do teſtitie, beſides many that gaue themſelues ts 
the deuiil, & were notable Necromancers, as hath been 
ſayd before, & by that meanescame by the Popedome, 
Pope Marcellinus ſacrificed tothe Gemils Idols , Pope 
John thethree & twentieth taught, thatthere was no life 


aſrerthis.For whichcauſe he was called by the, Counſel 


of Conſtance a Deuill incarnate, And diuers ofthem werg 


of ſuch wickednes and intidelitic, that they were by the 


authority of Councels reieted,not only for hereſie, but 
alſo for a: heiſme, And yet theſe men wold be rakT for the 
Vicars of Chriſt,chat rather reſemble viceroys of Sathan, 
Pope Clement ina Bull _ in lcad in cenns in Franct 
commanded the Angels of heaven, to bring theſoulegf 
him that went to Rome in pilgrimage for pardons, & rev 
turned diſcharged of purgatory,tothe perpetual iviesdf 
heaven: ſaying moreouer;we wilnorthatthe rormatgel 
hel beinflited vpon himin any ſort, Granti aloroths 
that be marked with the (ign of the croſle,artheir vows 


& prayers, power to take out of purgatory 3.074. ſoulty 
ſuch as they liſt. But herehe ſeemerh to me,ro commit a 
errorin a prepoſterous ſort, that he had nor firſt ler men; 


belecuc that he could giue power toa man totake 


purga 


purgnory 


to 
Angels, ro bring men the next wa 
noErenents of hel(holildbe 

pardons. Theprie 


fed with a few fiſhes foure thouſand p 
he was entredimto his Sermon, Yea(qourth he)and hee 
confirmed his doQtrine with a great miracle; hefed with 
2 few fiſhes foure hundred people, The clarke that lo6 
vnder the pulpit, hearing him ſay fouiretnumdred, 
vpto him; Yea miſtake the matter Sir (quorh he) 
not foure hundred, it was foure thouſand. Peacefoole 
(quoth the Prieſt) ler. them beleeuerhis firſt, © ft? 
The vertue that flowed ſoplemifully from this Pope; 
bringerh ro'my remembrance pleaſant Nory of amif- 
chance that happened to-apreſene ſer by a Pope, which 
he had ſanQtified with the like vertue, astheother had 
done by his Bull, In the civill wafres of France the Car- 
dinall of Loreywe, was __ maintainer of the Guiſrans 
faQtion, & perſecuted vetiemently the Proteſtants; The 
Pope to cm ſor his great care, and paines ta-' 
ken in defence of his religion & authority, ſent him a ra- 

ble wherein was painted our Lady , with alictlechi'din 

her armes, bonne eo by the moſt & 

famous painter in Chriſtendome , and conſecrated with 
his owne handes, and incloſed it in acaſe of filke, anda - Y 
letter withall, ' giving him thankesand high commen- _ 
dations for his rraucll and providence in maintayni | 
the Catholike religion: ſignifying to him alſo; *thatin' 
recompenceof his paines , he had ſenthimſach arable, 
N2 painted 


poynn'ty the famous man whom hee named and con. 
with bis owne bands . The that ca- 
ryed qhis preſence ,- chaunced-tq fall ſicke ina rowng 
in halie before hee came-to'thef Alpes, and finding. 
thece one that was going into; Fraunce ,- he i 
bim to deliver chjs preſent torhic Cardinall, VVhen hee 
came where the Cardinall was, he preſented co him the 
table & letter; which when he had read, helayd thers- 
ble vpon his bed, and would not open it,vntill he might 
do it with greater ſojemnitie., For this purpoſe he inui« 
ted the Duke of Guiſeta dinner, with divers other noble 
men, and gentlemen of thebloud, and alliaunce ofthe 
Guiſes. Burt in the. meane time one that liked not the 
Cardinall, having intelligence of thispreſent, found 
the meanes ro ſNeale it ſecretly out of the caſe, andto 
put in another table which he had prepared for the purs 
poſe , and (hurt vp tang ds na mars, , that 
what was donecould not-be perceined, andiayed itvps 
pon the bed;; where hce foundir  VVhen theday was 
come to celebrate this feaſt, and the Cardinall and his 
gueſtes were ſetatthetable, he canſed/the Popes lets 
ter tobeopenlyread, V Vhen they heard of the preſent 
theycauldno longer forbearethe fight of it, nor world 
eate anic more meate vntill it' were brought inplace, 
Then by the Caidinals commaundement , this holie 
thing was brought with great ſolemnitie to the'tt> 
ble, cucric man expecting with a kindof reverence, 
what manner of thing that ſhould bee; | rhat wa 
ſanclifed by the holic handes of (o ſtately apotentate, 
and ſacred perſon, and made by ſo good a workeman; 
Thetable was takenout of the caſe in thelighr of the 
Cardinall, and all his gueſtes, wherein port 
| inplace of our Ladie and her child, the Cardinall of 

Lorreyne 


——_— his gueſts ſaw how their expe 
decciucd, what aconfulton there was: them, e- 
uery man may calily iudge., But how ſoeuertheſe wilde 
Buls.chat- are ſent from Rome by the Popes, (torerrifie 
the world ,. are obeyedof the AngtlsandDeuils, they 
arenot ſodaungerous (thankes be tro God) among men 
aihey have beene, nor ſo much regarded, It ſeemethro 
be appropriate to that holy citrty.of Rome; ſithencethe 
Popes hauc/bin.in-ſo great authoritie;(thar grearfeares 
ſhould bethere wrought; by Buls,, if ir be lawfullto al- 
ludeto their name, Paalas Torius reporteth of agreat 
ſtilencein Rome, in Pope #adryans time; which was 
keto havecanſumedalltthe , if a Greciancalled 
Demetrize ad not vndettaken to ay it ,/':Hee cauſed 
awilde Bull to beaaken , .and 4frer hee had eat off one 
of his hornes in the middeſt;, and whiſpered acharme 
in his right care , the Bull became-preſently ſo rame, 
that hee tyed a Inde firing 10: the whole horneiy/'and 
wa him to the pigs wy wen rope 
im ; whereupon the rage».of rhe diſeaſe! beganine 
immediatly;ro aſſwage , But this may ſeeme' ſirange, 
that this Necromancer, a er, and an inſtrument 
olSathan, imployed his naturall Ballrorhe 

of the- people of Rome: and the! Popts:that 
(chics 3he, Vicars of-Chiiſt, 2nd1ake:vpponthem'to 
protect his people , employ rheir vnnaturall:Buls, co 
the deſkruction and fubuerſion of whole kingdomes 
and.countryes ;, arming and excyting 'Emperours'and 
Kingsagainſtheir ſubicQcs , and ſubieQesagainitrheie 
N 4 | Princes 


+ - » Thethird booke' © 
Burthe Ge (thankesbe'to God) wheretl : 
cd, hath ſo charmedthar fauage beaſt; andaba. 
hs force and furic, that children deride him, which 
Was wont to, be dreadful to mighty Princes, o_deoney 
bleto all the world. 
Dominicus Treniſanus a Venetian, ſpeaking -of the 
Popes thunderbolts, ſaytb,thar it isnot likethat almighs 
tieGOD willpemithecetirothia ſeucziryand cle. 
mencic,& ariger,and of his peace,tothe power ofa molt 
ambitious aud proude man, given to wine, and rom 
other filthy pleaſures, who may vſc them ro ſcrue his 
Nine cupidiies, not tothe good and commoditie of 
tuſlice, and of the Chriſtian Common-wealchy  * 
'> The old Romans had acettainekind of Southſa 
in great eſtimation among them,called 4vzares,thar 
innented a (cienceto denine of things to come, by the 
flying and voyces of birds;'\Bur Cats having eſpied the 
vanitze and illuſion of them and rheir (cience,would fay, | 
thathe maruelled how thoſeSouthifayers,) when thiey 
chaunced to meete together in the ftrects , could for- 
beareto laugh one vppon another, And may not vie 
likewiſe thinke it a bard marrer, forthe Pope & his Car- 

_ dinalatoforbeareto ſmileonevponanother,when cot 
fultation is had among them, toſendtheir Bulls abroad, 
which they know to be nothing bur vanitie and illuſſ- 
on. Bur theyr greatnes is greatly decayed , which vv 
foreſcenc of Lather, who bomad by this verſe proneny 

ced on his death-bed to prophecie of che: Popes 
whoſe credite and ern ery: we ſce planlytoben 
clination. 

Peſts eram wvinens, moriens tua mors er0 P 
VV hich prediction was not in vaine: For heehath , 
en him ſuch a deadly wound,; that all his Jeſuirsand 
Semi 


| of t bay, "nt 

uerbeablero heale,/. 2: 00907 ©) mee gs $07 
VVhen Fredrike Duke of Saxon, had deſired Era 
mw torell him plainly , whether/ Z««her diderreinthe 
matter then in controuerlie, and Ereſmas hadauniwes 
red him, that Zather was of a good opinion z2why-then 
(quoththe Duke) be they ſo ſpighttull againſitmy filly 
nke? whercin hath heoffended , thatthey ſo perſe- 
cute him? O noblePrince (ſaid Eraſmus) he hath com- 
mitedrwo very great {innes, hee hathraken away the 
crownefrom the Pope and Biſhops, andthe belly from 
the Monks, V Vhich bringerh to my remembrance, a 
ieſtof a merry fellow,who hearing a Monke ſay,rhatrhe 
way toobtaine forginenes of mens ſinnes,was by giving 
of almes,and eſpecially rothe Monks, he gave thEalmes, 
and fed them more plentifully then betore: and when 
there happened any talke of offences againſt God ,/ he 

would ſay, that the Monks had eaten vp all his (innes;” 
| Bur ro returne from whence we digrefſed; theambi- 
tion of the heathens that liued after the world, & knew 
not God, isnot ſo much to be maruelled ar, it we looke 
intothe lives of ſome Chriſtians , that forbeare not any 
vnlawfull meanes to aſpire to the higheſt placesof ho- 
nour ; and eſpecially of them in whoſe ſcrino pettorus,all 
knowledge lycth hidden, that profeſſe by title all humi- 
litie, calling themſeluesthe ſeruants of the ſeruants of 
G OD, but indeede aſpire and take vppon themto be- 
the Maiſters of the maiſters of the world, -VVhereof,. 
though their owne Hiſtories may affoord many exam- 
ples, yer for breuities ſake we will make choiſe of a few.. 
Alexander the (ixt, a very ambitious man, miſtruſting of 
like the fauour or poxwer of the holy Ghoſt ,' by whoſe: 
help we ghuſt belicuethar the Popesare choſen, by ioy- 


iy FAY S, gs. 2 2 F oe 
LE Y c MF 44 OEM hs ge. <7 I I we" 4 PERS k 4 
% OWE BE I CA EY 2 ST no Ooe T beo IRE. 2 te ="My EI, 6 ſe. 
F S Sos 4 
"x: 
TS 
y 
: 
5 
ge 
& 4 
> 
; 
» 
oo 
T 


Copagaiarchs Cardinal conſent}, to make ehoiceof 
the holicſt man (a matter of no ſmall difficultie) by cors 
ruptirig the Cardinalls with money, which was no rare 
thing inthoſe dayes, was made Pope, V Vhichtime and 
manners ſeemethto agree withthe Poers ſaying: 

Aurea nunc vere ſunt ſeculs, plur imics aro 

V enit honos, 
V'Vherein they were greatly ouerſcene ſoro diſcredit 
theſincerity oftheir cletion,and make themſclues ſubs» 
ic ro obloquie,that had alwaies the holy Ghoſtſo rea» 
dic at their commandement, as it ſeemeth by ther 
of Paulss Towins, For when the generall Counſell ſate ax 
Trent,the poſts went ſo faſt berweenthe Pope & them, 
that it was commonly ſpoken by the Italians, as they ſaw 
them paſting by there gocth the holy Ghoſt incloſed in 
a boxc, from Rometo Trent, viz. to inſpiretheCouns. 
ſell whatthe Pope would hauedecreed . T he Emperor 
Charles the fiſt, & the French kings, ſent the holy Ghoſt 
accompanied with Angels to Rometothe Cardinals, to 
help to cle the Popes that were choſen in theyrtimes, 
as Ft is r ned, RT; 

The deuill (hewed a ſtrange example vpon Benedidius 
theninth , who through his wicked and ſorcerie 
was called cAſaled:c/uws, and was killed by the deuill ing 
wood, This Popeatter hee was dead}, or rather ſathari 
in his habit, was mct by an Hermit, his body like a Beate 
tayle like an Alle,a mytcr vpon his head, and a Cope vp» 

his back; the Hermite knowing him of like-by his 

ite, and not by his face or forme, which reſembled 
ſo many kindes of bruit beaſtes, azked him how.it chan« 
cedthat hee was fallen into ſuch a metamorphoalis? Be- 
cauſe (quoth he) in my Popedome 1 lived without law: 
I now wand-r likea bcaſt. 11/21 - 
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Pope Silnefter the ſecond ,, called before Gilbers; n 
Frenchman borne,came hy the Popedome ,) as Platins, 
Nanclerus, Berne the Cardinall and others report;bythe- 
ofthe deuill, In his yourh he becamea Monke: 
but forſaking the Monaſterie,he followed the deuill,o 
whom he had wholie given himſelfe, and went to Hi- 
ſpalis , a Cirtie in Spaine for learnings ſake : where his 
hap was to inſinuare himſelfe into the fauvur of a Sara» 
cen Philoſopher, skilfull in Magicke, Inthis manshouſe 
he ſaw a booke of Necromancie, which he was deſirous 
to ſteale away. But the booke beeing very warily and 
ſafely keptby the Saracens danghter , with whom hee 
had familiar acquaintance, arlaſt hee wanne herfauour, 
that hee mighr ſecretly take it away, andreade ir oner, 
VVhich when hee had gotten into his poſſeſsion, with 
promiſe to deliuer it againe, hee derermined to depart 
thence, fearing neuertheleſſe what danger hemight fall, 
into by his theft, : After he had eſcaped this danger, bee- 
ing ouercome with ambition , andadeuilliſtdelire ro 
rule, hee obtained firſt by corruption-the Archbihop- 
ricke of Reymes, and afterward that of Rauenna;, and 
at aſt the Popedame, asis faid before; by rhehelpe of 
thedevill,vpon condnionthat after his death,heſhould 
be wholly his,by whoſe ſubtikic he had attained to that 
high dignitic, And although inhbis Popedome hee dif- 
ſembled his Necromancie, yet hee kept ina ſecret place 
a Braſen head, of whom he receiued aunſwere of ſuch 
things as hee was diſpoſed ro demaund of the deuill, At 
length, when this Galbers deſirous to raighe long, asked 
thedeuill how long hee ſhould liue Pope, the wicked 
ſpirie aunſ{weredhim cunningly afterthis manner, that: 
it hecame nottco lernfalem; fe ſhould liue long . And 
it happened him to fay Maſle, afterhee had _— 
WUre 


foure and ſomewhat more ,- in a Church called 
the Croſſe at Ieruſalem , hee fell fuddenly into an 
extreme feuer, and knew by the rumbling and noyſeof 
the devill (who looked for performance of his promiſe) 
that his time was cometo dye. But hee falling intoan' * 
earneſt repentaunce, and openly confefzing his impie« 
tie , and familiaritie with the deuill, to the people, be- 
 wailed his grieuous offence committed againſt God, 
and exhortred all men , to bewareof ambition, and the 
ſubriltie of the deuill, and to leade an honeſtand godly: 
life, V Vhen heperceiued that death approched, he de- 
ſtred , that his hands and toung might be cur off, be« 
cauſe with them he had blaſphemed God, and facrifi- 
ced rothedevill, & rhen that bis mangled carkaſe, asit' 
had deſerued, might be laydin a cart, and the horſes dri- 
uenforth,without any guide, & where they did of their; 
owne accord ftay , that there his body might be buried 
All which things being done, the horſes ſtayed wheni 
they came againſtthe Church of Lateran, wherethey: 
rooke him foorth and buried him. V Vhereby men con»! 
jeQure, that through his repentance God had ſhewed: 
him mercy . Neuertheleſſe whatſocuer became of his ' 
ſoule, the deuill would not leaue his old acquaintance 
with his body in many yeares after ,” For their writers 
report, that alittle beforethe death of many Popes thar' 
ſucceeded him, his bones ſhould be heard to rattle, and 
his rombe would ſweate. By whichſignes men knew 
chat a Pope would ſhortly die. But if a common cuſtome' 
had nor alteredthecaſe, andqualified the greatneſſe of 
the fault, ir would haue ſeemed ſtrange, thartthey which 
e themſclues ro be Vicares of Chriſt, ſhould 

ſo familiarly acquainted withthe deuill . For there 
were cightcen Popes Necromancers , one ſucceeding 
another, 
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_ Jentum exempla | 
wit, which he thought was ſutticientto bring himeo = 


the Popedome, practiſed this deuiſe , He vied ropur a 
reede through a hole , into Pope Celeſtin«s chiamber, 
faſt by his beds head; and inthe nighthe would ſpeake 
through the reede, andeellthe Pope, that if hee meant 
to ſaue his ſoule , he muſt yeeld over his Popedomets 
ſuch a man, naming himſclte, The ſimple Pope ſuppo- 
ſing he had beene warned byavoyce fromhcauen, for 
his ſoules he: lth, called the Cardinalstogerher;and toll 
them, that he was determined co giueouerhis Pup 
dome, and delircd their conſent to Bonefacim- Inthis 
ſort Bonifacius became Pope, and when he was dead, 
there went a common prouverbe of him , that he 
inhikea Foxe , gouerncd like a Y Volfe ,' anddied likea 
dogge, And what was it but adelireto increaſetheir 
glory and reputation, that invented their myters, ador- 
ned with pearle and precious ſtones, and othertheir 
masking garments and habies of ſirangeForme, though 
they pretend a vaine (ignification of _ by chem, in 
' maintayning of which royes they are ſo-curious, as 
ſometime that hath miniſtred occaſion of: much con- 
troverlie among them , which chi'dren would take for 
mifles to play with, 37, 3 
Cornelius Agtippa- teporteth . of a, contemtian- be- 
wweene the Avgn/iine Friers, and other religious: men, 
whether Saint. Awguſtive did weare a blacke figle ypon 
a whiteweede, or a white ſtole-vpon a blacke weede. 
This matter was brought before the Pope,and when v- 
pon ſearch of the Scriptures, nothing could be faund to: 
pro the oneovr the other; order Was taken by the 
WOopes, 
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Judges, that Images ſhould be ſought, and pi : by 
ire e, faith mnieney._ neg i pr 


rous to know the beginning of Cowles, and finde 
nothing in the Scriprures to ſeruerhEturne, I reſorted 
tothe Cloyſters of the Monkes and Friers, wherearev« | 
ſually painted the hiſtories of the old and newe Teſta. 
ment, And when Icould findein the old Teſtament 
none of the Patriarks , nor P $, Nor Levits weas 
ring a Cowle, I peruſed the new Teſtament, & finding 
there Simeon, Zacharias, Tohn Baptift, Toſeph, Chrift, his 
Apoſtles and Diſciples, the Scribes and Phariſtes , Bi- 
ſhops and many others, all without Cowles, maruelling 
at jt, as I was about to peruſe them ouer againe, in the 


very beginning of the hiſtory, found the deuill painted 


with a Cowle,hethat tempted Chriſt in the deſert, The 
was I glad (quoth he) that I had found that among the 
pictures, which I could find in no bookes. That the de- 
vill was the firſt author of the Cowle: of whom I ſup« 
pole the Monkes and Friers afterwards borrowed it vn« 
der divers colours: or receiued it ,* asit were by inheri- 
tancefrom him, The like may be ſaid of theſe men,that 


was ſpoken by Campanus of fantaſticall Poets : 


FV ixunt carmine inſani Potte, 
Si nneas adimas fame peribunt, 
Sotheir lite and reputation is maintained by ſuperſtici- 
ous ceremonies, and diſguiſed habits: rake away theyt 


frivolous royes, and they will die with hunger, 


And as thete principail Prelates haue come to thys 
_— place by vnlawfull meanes, ſo have manie of 
them vied it with intollerable pride, vnmeere for x 
Chriſtian. VVhart is it bur an exceſsiue deſire of glorie, 
that cauſerh them ro make Emperours and Kings kiſſe 


theyr foote, and holdetheyr furrop when they ger vp 
ro 
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to horſe, and leade him by the bridle and walke by them 
on foote , as though chey were his ſcruants? V Vhara 
preſumpruous part was Ro Pape ntem ene ſeauench, 
to make the Emperour Henry the fourth, ſand three 
dayes and three nights at his gate, bare foote,, and bare. 
legged, with his wife andchildren, inthe deepeof win- 
ter, in froſt and (now , to intreate for abſolution ? And 
what pride and vaine glory , was in-Pope Alexander the 
third, that made Fredericke the Emperour at Venice 
falldowne before him to the ground, and aske him for- 
ueneſle , whileſt he trode vpon his necke , and puſhe 
him wiſe : and toſhew a mote arrogancie, hee vſedthe 
place of Scripture, for a cloake and pretence, ſaying, Su- 
per afpidem &> baſiliſcum ambulabs, But Pencerns wrueeth, 
that one of the Emperours Gemiemen , came to helpe 
him vp, with ſuch a frowning and threatning counte» 
nance, that for fcare he thruſthimſelfe into the Emper- 
ors armes, from whenceahe Popedurſt not depart vatill, 
theEmperour had aſſured him ftrom-harme, And was 
not the like in Pope Celeſtinas,that put the crowne vpon 
the Emperour Hewry the vj. his head,not with his hand, 
but with his foot, & threw it down from his head againe: 
with his foote, affirming alſo, that hee had power ro- 
make Emperours, & depoſe them ? And what pride was 
in the Pope, that caſt Frauncis Dandalus Duke of Venice, 
king of Creta, and Cyprus,.vnder his table, to gnaw 
bones among dogges? Pope 1alim the ſecond was no+» 
thing inferiour in pride and preſumptuoulneſle to theſe 
bis predeceſſours : for after he had receiued manyand 
great benefites of the French king Lewes the twelfth, 
yet. enuying his proſperous ſuccelle in-Italie,, whoſe 
ncighbourhood heliked not, he ſent foorth his Buls of: 
£xcommunication agaiaſt him, and pronounceth the: 
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Kingto be an heretick, and gave away his kingdomero' 
him that could firſt poſſeſſeit. And alſo the kingdome 
of Navarre from this mans aunceſter, for no other cauſe' 
but that he rooke part with the French king; by which 
title the king of Spaine holdeth ittothis day. And whery 
hee had ſtirred almoſt all the kingsand nations round a 
bour againſt the French =y » bee alſocauſed cerraine 
Iibels ro be diſperſed through ltalie, by which hee did 
not onely excitethe people apainſt the French Nation, 
bur alſo gane every one pardon for his {ins that would 
kill any Frenchman : by meanes whereof, there vvas a 
horrible (laughter of the French people through all Itas 
lie. And percciving nevertheleſle,that all this wrought 
not that cifet helooked for, the Frenchmen ſtanding 
like loyall ſubiects with their king againſt che Pope, hee - 
derermined to proouc whether the (word would doe, 
that which the keyes could not _ to paſſe, Hee ga» 
thered together an Armic, and foorth of Rome he mar- 
ched towards the King, wellarmed like a man of warre, 
though very olde, and infinite number of people ſtand- 
ing round about him,to behold this vnawonred tragedy, 
And as hebeheld the gazing, as it were expecting ſome 
ſtrange matter, hee {[pake with a loude voyce : Seeing 
Saint Pefers keyes will doe vs no pleaſure, let vs now! 
draw Paules (word: and imwedaatly he caſteth the keyesy 
into the 1jver of Tyber, and taking a naked (word in his 
hands, hee (hewerh it in warltke fort to all the people, 
This Pope {ſcemed ro haueno meaning that either hims 
ſelte or his flocke thould enter into heaven, ſceing hee 
caſt away the keyes that (ſhould let them in, 
The like pride and vaine-glory was apparant in Boni- 
facias the eight betore named, for which he ſuffered c6#'; 
dignepuniſhment, In histme was the yeere of Tubiley® 
ſolemn» 


My 
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of people our of all , according tothe doting fim+ 

citic and blindnetle of that time. The firſt day of the 
[obity , the Pope ſhewed himſelfe publiquely ro'rhe 
people, gorgioully atrired in his ponrificalibus, The ſes 
cond day he ſhewed himſelfe inthe habite and ſampru- 
ous attire of an Emperour, anaked ſword borne before 
him triumphantly like a conquerour ,/ pronouncing a« 
loude, that hee had boththe heavenly andearthly Em: 
pire. This was the Goſpell hee preached to the people 
that cametothis Lubily, Heereſtified alſo hispride ſuffi- 
ciently, by an arrogant and impudent letter, ſeneto Phil- 
lpthe fayre, King of Fraunce, 04191 9 

Bonifacins Biſhop, ſeruant of the ſernants of God, to 
Phillip king of Frannce, feare God, and keepe his com- 
maundements, V Ve will you ro know that in ſpirituall 
and temporall things you are ſubiect to vs: the gyſtsof 
Benefices and prebends belongeth nothing ro you : and 
if you haue the cuſtody of any that are voyde, keepe the 
prohtestherof to their ſucceſſours: and if you hanebe- 
ſlowed any of them, wee decree the ſame gift robe of 
none effect, and wee revoke how farre ſocuer it hath 
proceeded : they that beheue otherwiſe, we account 
them fooles, Giuen ar Lateran the fourth of the kalends 
of December, inthe ſixr yeere of our Biſhoprick, 

The King anſwered him thus : Phillip by the grace of 
God, King of Fraunce,to Benifacius that raketh himſclfe 
for the chiefe Biſhop . Beit knowneto your extreame 
fooliſhneſſe , that in temporall things wee are not ſub- 
ect to any : that the gift ofcertaine Churches and Pre- 
dends being voyd, belongethro vsby our Repall right, 
and to receiuetheir fruites, andto' defendthem apainſt 
Ul the poſleſſours: and them that belieue otherwiſe, we 

Q, account 
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account fooles and mad men. Giuen, &c. This Pope 
ſent out his Bu's of excommunication againſt this king, 
pronouncing him an hereticke, and gaue away his king, 
dome. Bur the king, after hee bad long ſuffred agrey 
many intollerable injuries and indignices , being vn, 
willing any longer to endure his pride & ambition, ſeng 
two hundred horſemen toward the Pope, who handled 
the matter ſo, that they trooke the Pope inatowneink. 
taly, andbrought him priſonerto Rome, from whenee 
he had withdrawae himſelfe for feare, and puthimin 
fon in his owne Caſile of Saint Angelo, where he fell 
into a frenzie, and gnawing and eating his owne hands, 
dyed a miſerable death . This diſdainfull ayunſwer og 
this' proude pricſt, putteth me in minde of a (hort aug 
ſwere, aptly made in our time by the Freach king Hey 
7 the ſecond, ro the Pope then being, who after they 
ome of his predecellors , preſuming to offer injurig 
tothe king , and ſecing himſelte vnable (his authoruie 
declining) ro match the king, who made warres with 
him, ſent embaſſadours to him to treat of peace : who 
rold him from their maiſters mouth , that hee had done 
the Pope many wronges, for the which hee did appeale 
him before the tribunall ſcate of Iefus Chriſt in hes 
nen, Yetneuertheleſlc being delirous of peace, hee crb 
ued his conſent to the articles which he had ſent , The 
— the embaſladours, that hee would 
of the conditions, and would alſoan(were the matte 
in heauen; bur I doubt (quoth the king) I (hall nor find 
the Pope there, A daungerous hereſie, chat doubt 
ſhould be made, of the Vicar of Chriſfts goingro hes 
uen. Andir is worthiethe noting, that Faldemar king 
_ of Denmarke wrote to a Pope, that went about 


trouble his eſtate, by arrogating to himſelfc a powt 
ous 
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over him, as their manner is: VVe would haveit known 


toyou (ſaith the king) that we have our life of God,our 
nobilitie of our parents, our kingdomeof our ſubieQs, 
our faith of the Church of Rome, which if you enuyin 


vs, wererurne the ſame to you againe, by theſe preſents, 
And it is reported that Radolipbe now E , (o 
ſoone as he was cletted promiſed, by hisembaſſadGurs, 
reverence to Pope Gregory the xiij , and obedience to 


the Church : but ro the Pope himſelfe, he denicd that 0+« 


bedience heechalenged to be duetohim.Burro returne 
to ſhew further of the events of pride and vaine glory. - 

The Emperour Henry the fourth, being at Goſlar 
ae Church vpon V Vhitſonday to heare maſſe, thereſell 
a great contention berweene the Abbot of Fulda, and 
the Biſhop of Hildeſeme, which of them ſhould ſir nexe 
tothe Archbiſhop of Ments; in ſo much that there were 
parts taken on both ſides, andthe quarrell ſo carneſtly 
purſued, that from wordes they fellto blowes, and ma- 
ny ſlaine, on both ſides . V Vhen the matter was appea- 
ſed, the Prieſt proceeded in his maſſe, andas he ſang his 
aſt verſe appertaiving tothe Maſſe of the holie Ghoſt, 
Hunc diem glorioſum feciſti ; that is, This day thou haſt 
made glorious; the Deuill being vnder the vault of the 
Church , ſong witha great baſe voyce; Haxc diem bel- 
kcoſum ego fect : That is, this day I haue made warlike. 
By theſe ambitious manners , they thinke toclimbe vp 
to heauen, for which Lacifer was from thence throwne 
downe into hell. 

But why ſhould they aſpire ro poſſeſſe that high dig- 
nitie with ſuch pride, as peculiar to men of excellen- 
cie, When a ſimple woman became Poperhrovghher 
owne induftrie , and gouerned the Church ewoyeares 
and more , with as much credit as ſome others; vnrill 
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(hee had commirred 8 little fault , the like whereof hath 
beene done by other maſculine Popes? This woman 
was of our Nation (as ſome ſay, and others ſay of Ger. 
manie)& being in loue with alearned young manin her 
outh, (hee apparrelled herſelfe like a man, and calli 
ſelfe 1obs, ſhee went with him tro Athens , vvhic 
thenReriſhed in all kindesof learning, And giuing her. | 
ſelfe there ro ſtudie, ſheeprofied ſo in learning, that af+ 
ter 4certainetime, deſirous to viſite Rome, ſhe read 0- 
py in the Schooles inthe habit of a DoCtor, and be-« 
1aued herſelfe ſo cunningly in publique diſpurations, 
that (hee was accounted equall in fame with the beſt 
ſearned men of her time, By which ſhe had gotten fuch 
creditand authoritic (the ſea beeing voyd by the death 
of Zeothe fourth, inthe yeere of our Lord God, eyght 
hundred fiftie rwo)that ſhe, being taken for a man, was 
made Pope, and gouerned the Church two yeeresand 
more, Burt by chaunce ſhee grew into ſuch familiaritie 
with one of her ſeruaunts , that (hee became with child 
Fortuna now muiat genus: Andas according toa certaine 
vſuall ſolemnitic, thee went to vilite Saint 7obn of Late- 
rane,her time becing come,ſhe was delivered of achild, 
ina placebertweene Saint Clements Church,and a The- 
arer called Coliſeo with great paine. In dereſtation of 
which act, the Popes viero auoyde that place , and ro 
turne alide another way , when they have occalion ro 
paſſe through the ſtreete. And when any Pope vvas 
afterto be choſen, hee was ſet in achayre witha hole 
through the ſcare, that they might feele whether hee 
were a man, All which argueth the credir of the report 
made by theyr owne V Vriters, who alſoaftirme, that 
in the ſame ſtrecte where this happened, there hath bins 
an Imageot ſtone, ſtanding vpon his fecre, _ 
cx 
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Of the Felicitie of man; = 
- How greatly pride and'defire of g 


lory is hared of 
God, Herode king of the Tewes giveth a norable exam- 
ple, T his man going vpintothepulpit, appointed for _ 
Orations, and reioycing to hearethe'x .cry outto 
his praiſe; Thar it was the voyce 'of God & norof man, 
he was ſuddainly ſtricken from heauen : and when hee 
perceiued himſelfe ro conſume away withlyce,hecryed 
out tothe people: Behold how he dieth now with in- 
tolerable payne, whom norlong ſince you called God, 
But cM emecrates receiveda more gentle puniſhment for 
his vaine-glory, of Phillip King of Macedon , and'yet 
worth thenoting. This man, becauſe hee knew hims+ 
ſelfe to be an excellent Phiſition, would needes be cal- 
ſed [upiter the Saviour, [The King, meaning to re- 
forme his arrogancie , invired' him to a feaſt, and 
cauſed a Tableto be ſet for him alone: vvhereof arthe 
firſt hee was verie glad , bur vvhen he ſaw that in ſteede 
of meates, the miniſters gaue him nothing burfranken- 
ſence, hee was much aſhamed , and departed from the 
feaſt in great anger. 
And as they which defire honour and glory , ſecke 
after it, often by vngodly and prohibited meanes , ſo 
they allo, that are poſſeſſed of ir,” many times vie the like 
meanes, to vnderſtand the continuaunce of theyr glo- 
rious eſtate: but theircounſeller, whoſe aduiſe they vſe, 
aunſwereth them, for the ne ſo _—_ , that 
they arenotbing the nearer of theyr purpoſe, The Em- 
our Nero asked counſell of the:deuill,, how long 
is raigne ſhould continue, hewilled him robeware 
xtie foure. Nero becing chen yong,” wasglad troheare 
that anſwere, thinking the meanin had been,he ſhould 
baveraigned Emperor,vneill be hag been ſixtie &-foure 
OHA yCceres 
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yeeres old , But not long after Galbs was choſen Emp& 
rour againſt him, who was of the ape of ſixty and foure, 
and depoſed him with the loſſe of his life. 
King Phillip of Macedon, moued with thelike deſire, 
ſent to Delphs; ro know his deſtinie: anſwere was made 
him, by the oracle of 4po//o,that he muſt eake heede ofa 
chariot, The king commaunded all the carres and cha 
riots in his realmeto be plucked in peeces: and fuch ple 
ces that did beare that name, hee would alwaies auoide 
and forbeareto come neere the, Bur all that wou'd not 
ſerue his rurne ; for Pavſan:ias flew him with a (word 
thathad a Chariot grauen in thepummell, Pope Paula 
thethird delighted much in Nicromancers,becing hims 
ſelfeskilful inthe arte,and deltrous to know his fortune, 
a Necromancer told him that he ſhould be Pope, inthe 
yeere one thouſand, five hundred,thirty foure,long bs. 
foreit happened, inthetime of Zesthe tenth, vvhen 
there was no likelihood of any ſuch matter : and that he 
ſhould be Pope xiijj. yeeres, at which time hee ſhould 
end his Popedome with his life; which came to paſſe, 
V'Vhereby it ſhould ſeeme, that the deuill hath a voyce 
among the Cardinals in the election of the Popes : and 
that God ſuffereth the devill ſometimes to make Popes, 
and to take it fr6 chem againe at his pleaſure, life and all," 
The humovr of glory and deſiretorule, reſteth not 
only in the affeElions of great eſtates , bur alſo is 
times found to be irtmen of baſe condition, And when 
poſsibilitie faileth to attaineto honour, by rule and at» 
thoritic, they couer to win it by ſome ſingularitic, whet» 
inthey would excellall others, And ſome fearenotts 
run into a voluntary & preſent death, to win fame & glo+ 
ric after this life,by ſome notorious fat, without reſpeR 
ot the wickedneſle thereof, wherot theſe examples fol- 
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lowing ſhall ſeruefor proofe ; Calanine enderflanding 
that the people of Caps42 Cirry in Iraly (himſelfe being 


a Tribunethere) were determined to kill theSenatours 
whom they deadly hated, went wichthem, as h 
hec allowed of their enterpriſe , but advertiſed theSe- 
nate before of the peoples reſolution, & what he would 
doeto ſaue theyr lives. Hee ſhut them vpſaſt in acloſe 
eas priſoners, that they might not be ſubicQ rothe 
= the people, And when they wereaſſembled to- 
gether to pur their purpoſe in execution, this Ca/anins 
rold them, that ſeeing they had determined to kill all the 
Senatours, they muſt firſt deviſe with chemſelues , who 
werethe worthieſt men to ſupply their places. And ma- 
king as though he would bring them foorth to be killed 
cneafter another; will yee haue (quoth he) ſuch a one 
killed firſt ?naming him that he knew they moſt hated; 
they all allowing it with great gladneſſe, commended 
him forhis choyce, Then (quoth hee) whom will yee 
baueto ſupply his place? Then Repped foorth divers 
men of ſcuerall trades and occupations, every onecon- 
tending with other , to haue choſen one of theyreom- 
pany to ſupply hisroome, And thus naming all the Se- 
natours one after another to be killed , and asking them 
thelike queſtions, for ſupply of their roomes there was 
ſuch an earneſt contention among themſelues, eueric 
one fearing leaſt one ſhould be preferred to a more ho- 
nourable place then the other , that they wereall con- 
rent rather to endure and ſubmit themſclues to the go- 
uernment of the old Senators, then any of them ſhould 
haue more honour thenothers, And thus by the vviſe- 
dome of theyr Tribune, and the envie and emulation of 
thecommon people,the lives and honours of the Sena- 


tours vvere preſerued , vvhom they had determined 
. O4 through 
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through barred and malice to haue killed, | 
Scinditur incertum ſtudia in contraria wulgus, VH; 
VV hat was it but deſire of vaine glory , that made S;. 
won Mazus,that notable Necromancer,labor to be{in. 
guler in that art,and by doing ſtrangethings in the ſight 
of the people, hethought by the help of the deuil to dei 
fie himſelfe , For which cauſe, his image was ſer vp by 
Clandias Ceſar, with this inſcription, Simon: ſantls Deo, 
V Vhich at laſt wrought his owne deſtruction ,  Foras 
Saint Peter ſaw him lift himſelfe vp into the ayre , ina 
great aſſembly of people, making the belicue he would 
aſcend vptoheauen,to the great admiration of them all, 
hedclired G OD that he would not ſuffer; him any lon+ 
gerto ſeducethe world: whereuppan he'fe]l pay | 

downe headlong, and brake his leg, whereot hee dy 
ſhortly after, The like happened to a Saracen at Con« 
ſtantinople, for when there was at a triumph, a greataf< 
ſcmbly of people beholding certaine juſlts , this araced 
went vpto the toppe of a high turret, that ſtoode in the 
Tylt-yarde, and bragging that hee would flie in the 
ayre,he had prouided him along white garment downe 
to thefoote, full of playtes and gatherings, made forthe 
purpol to houer in the ayre z he beganne to flitter with 
is hands in ſteede of wings; and when he thought hee 
had ſored cnough, he comminted himlclte ro the winde 
and weather, and fell downe hcadlong to the groundy 
and bruſed his bones to peeces, and like a vaine-g'orious 
Coxcombe, there ended his lite, 4 
Saint 784» the Evangeliſt, being baniſhed intothelle 
of Pathmes by the Emperour Demitian, becauſe by cal- 
ling vpon the name of leſus Chriſt,hee draue away ade» 
uill outot the Temple of Diana at Epheſws, that ſeduced 
the people, and had pollcſled ag Idole there, rwo 
Pho wal 
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hundred forty nine yeares in the which Sand Saint: 
1obs found a notorious fellow' called Cynops, thatiby' 
thehelpe of the Diucll did wonderous thinges before 
the people z and bragged that hee would. rayſe: men; 
that were knowen to bee dead: who had gotted fack: 
areputacion ang them ; that hee was a great hinde- 
rance to the Goſpell, which Saint [ob» preached. 
And as on atime hee had played-many feates, 
in agreat aſſembly of people ſtanding 'yponthie (ca coaſt,. 
Gyneps (eeing Saint John comming towardes:cthem x! 
Come on,good fellow (quothhee)ro Saint /obn ; Thou! 
ſhalt ſee more ſtrange thinges, then hath beene'yer 
ſhewed ,; Saint John ſtanding among them , and (ec- 
ing three: eniill ſpirits , which had'raken vponthemthe 
forme and face of men, rayſcd out-of theſeaby Gmops, 
which the people thought had bin men, ed 
them in the name of Iefus Chriſt that was crucihed; not 
to depart. Then Crmops,coſhew more feats,clapt his hands 
together, and keapt imt9 the (ea:, as he had doneddiuerſe: 
times before , where he would rarry vnderthe warer a 
long time, And as ſoone as he was vnder the water, the. 
ſca began to worke, inthe place where he leaptin , of a: 
great height, as thoughthere liad bin arempelt. After he, 
had ſlaied vnder che water longer then ht.yſcdzo doe,'! 
the peoplectied our ; Thow: Cynops art theonlymanof 
the world,thinking he would (hew himſclftothEagaine 
as he did before. But Saint 70h» prayed to God that hee 
might be no more ſcene among men :-which-/prayer' 
tooke ſuch effect , that Cywops could be oo more {eene;, 
V Vhich when the people perceiued, they turned rheir' 
admiration to Saint 7obw ; who then» ſayd to thethree 
ſpirits, I commannd you-in the name of Ieſus Chriſt, 
that was crucificd , that ye depart, and be ſcene no 

more 


more in this Iſland . I ws Safi 
ereny bur they foorthwith vaniſhed away » The fame 
art becing blowne abroad , each thaa 
= many bookes of Necromancie in diverſe plcep 
* This deſire of lory through ſingulariti of 
re of vaine glory g c 
knowledge , was not ks inthe mindes onely of 
Cynops , and other Infidels, by the inſtigation of the 
Diuell , -whoſe helpe they vicd WEGINIEE ſame, 
bur'in our Chriſtian Prelares alſo\, who viedrhelike 
meanes, being ouercome with the ſamedelires, ro what 
petill of their ſoules I leaue tothe iudgement of others, 
Tritchemius the Abbor,an excellent learned man, &'wor« 
tyoffame (if by adding Necromancy tothe reſt of his 
, he had nor made himſelfe infamous) by His 
owne confekion, burned with an excelsiue deſire of 
vaine lory.For(ſaich he) as I went "Pp & downe muſing 
_ deuiſing with my ſclfe , how I might finde ſome 
thing, , that never any man knew before, be all men 
might wonder ar, mndters my ſelfe downe to ſleepein 
an evening with the ſame cogitations, there came one 
to me inthe night that I knew not, and excited meto 
ſcuer in my intended purpoſe, promiſing me his 
, which he performed. V Vhart kind of learning he 
taught him (he ſayd) was not meete for the common 
| fort, but tobe knowen onely of Princes : whereof hee 
ſhewerh ſomeexamples, _—_ the ſametobe done 
by che devils helpe, bur by narurall meanes,to which he 
will hardly perſwade any man of indgemer, Ande 
he would couer ſome of his firange feates, vnder 
prerext of nature, yet his familiaritie with rhe devill , in 
many things was apparant, TheEm ur CACaximilies 
the firſt , married with Aerie thedaughter of — 
Du 


5 her, told him,that he would ſhew him/his 
wife againe, T heEmperour deſirous to ſee her, wene 
with the Abbot, & one moreimoachamber,, The Abs 
bot forbad them for their lives to ſpeake-one- word 
whileſt the ſpirire was there. AMariethe En wife 
commeth in,and walketh vp & downe by them very ſo- 
berly , ſo much reſembling her when ſhe was akue in all 

ints, that there was no differencetobe found» The 
-mperour OY to ſee fo lively a reſemblance, 
called ro minde that his wife had alitle blacke ſpot (a 


Mole ſome call it) behindin hernecke , which hee de- 
termined to obſerue thenext time ſhee paſled by him, 
and beholding her very carneſtly , hee foundtheMole 
in the very ſame place of her necke , LM aximilian being 
much troubled in minde with this —__ , Win- 

ſpicice, 


ked vponthe Abbot, that he ſhould auoyder 
V Vhich being done, he commaunded him toſhew him 
nomoreof thoſe paſtimes , proteſting that he was hard 
lyableto forbeare ſpeaking : which it he had done, the 
ſpirite had killed them all. The devill was ſo ready ar 
the Abbots commaundement, that as he trauclled on-a 
time in the company of a man. of account,: who repor» 
ted this ſtory , they came ihtoa houſe, where was nei- 
ther good meate nor drinke , the Abbot knocked arthe 
window, and ſayd, «der, fetch, Not long after , there 
was brought in at the window , aſodden pickerellin a 
diſh, and a bortle of wine, T he Abbot fellzo hismeare, 
but his companions Romacke would not ſerue himto 
eate of ſuch a Catersprouilion,; . 
Albertu Magnus being a notable Necromancer, 
belides his other learning , , that had beene Biſhopof 
—_— 


Regenſpurge; and after becamea Monke at Collen , & 
ſuch: rime as FFedlian, Graue of Holland, was choſey 
Emperour, and terurned from his Coronation at Aquif. 
granc to Collen, with many Princes and great | 
where, in thenighe was made him a ſumpruous banker, 
Albertas being there alſo., iro ſhew theEmperour and 
the Princes fome paſtime after 'their journey), by his 
$kill cauſed the chamber where they were, in their 
ſight,co belike a foreſt, the floore ſeemed to be ground 
coucred with greene graſle;, -and herbes and flowers 
planted with trees of diverſe forts, the Larke ſinging 
in the ayre, the Nightingale and the Cuckow ſinging in 
the trees, and haw-thorne buſhes, as though it had bin 
inthe middeſt of May . Inthe which paſtime , the Em> 
pcrour cooke ſuch delight, that he rewarded the houſe; 
whereof Albertus was Monke , with land and-privi» 
ledges, thinking that no (infull act , which was done 
ſofamous and holy a Monke, in the preſence alſoof 
ſo many Prelates , Bur what their reward ſhall be at the 
day of indgement, the Lord onely knoweth,: But to ex 
cell in theice prohibited ſciences , is not ſufficient 
ro theſe kind of men, exceptthey alſo leauertheir knows | 
ledge in writing , tothe preiudice of poſteritic : which 
argueth their delire ot glory , to beagreeable with that 
of the Poer, that ſayth; "? 

V ade igitur faltx liber cy lengiſtima vine, 

Tempora : quumque meos tellus obduxerit artws, 

Tuwvarios populos dAiucrſaque ence perſtes, 

were, ſintleque meum late drfſundere nomen, 
Among the reſt, Pope Gregorzethe (cauenth , an excel- 
lent Necromancer , by the report of the Cardinall Bews 
no , would by ſhaking his \leeues, make ſparkes of fire 
leape out of them, to the tudgementofmen , by which 

ſtrange 
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ftcanze thi ee he of Poperans Pretus, Bm 
line, Dy theſe cramp examples of CLE ark 
chereſt, it ah, howreadyt 
mens mi \-where hee 'ſetth any ele 


delire of mr glory , whoſe helpe oak ſeruice they ne- 
ver lacke , vntill hee hath brought them to cclruction 


of body and ſoule. 

Thee kinde of men be they (it hould ſcene ioanks 
Beelzcbub is ſuppoſed to write an Epiſtle, (ey 00 = 
uard and all the potentates 


an old author thus : Beelzebub rhe Prince of 
Duke of darkneſſe, witch his == 
of hell, To Archbiſhops}, Biſhops, Abbors, andother 
Prelates and rulers of C nates his welbeloued friefids, 
now and for cuer infernal{ ſalutations , and aleagueof 
inviolable ſocierie, which can never be diſlolned, VVe 
repoſe greatconfidence(my welbeloued friends)in your 
amitie : weretoyce much in you, becauſe yea wt 29t 
well in opinion with vs: andthar yee ſeekea 
with diligence thoſethinges that be ours, : alwayes de- 
fending and protecting whatfocuer yee knowto apper- 
rineto ourright, Know ye therfore earem 
fauour with our vnijoerſalitie, whoſe trauell and deli- 
gence, we accept with many thankes, becauſe infinite 
number of ſoules , by your ſeruice, example, andnegli- 
pence in doing che worke of God among the peop 
are led away from the rrath, and forſaken, and bYearh 
dayly captine to vs ;'by meaneswhereofthe power © 
our kingdome is greatly ithcreaſed', Perſeuer therefore 
11 our friendſhip, as faithfull and affuredro _ inthe 
worke ye haue begun: we areready forall theſe 
to recompence you With areward worthy of ds 
greeablero your ſervice, inthe loweſt parts ot hell;Farg 
ye well, our bleſsing be with you for cuer. het 
< 
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TheEarle of Maſcon, notcontenting himſelſe with 
poder I —— -————— 
th ſome ſingularitie, fell by ancyto beſo 
familiarly vainted with the deuill, char wins fare ar 
dinner with diuers noble men and others, he was called 
by a man vnknowne,& going downe, he founda blacke 
horſe which attended for him at CNRS carried 
himand theman ſuddenly vp into the ayrethree times 
very ſwiftlyround aboutthe Citty, heecrying out moſt 
miſerably, helpe, my Citizens, helpe me, in the ſight & 
ro the great admiration and terror of all the people, of 
whom he was never more ſeene, 
This ambition and vaine glory the deuiſlknowethto 


beſo offenſivero God, & enemy to the felicity of men, | 


that hee leaucth nothing vnpraQiiſed co ſtifre vp mens 
mindes to the deſire thereof, himſelfe becing alwaies 
ready at hand, where he findeth a diſpoſition meere for 
his purpoſe, to aſciſtthem to worke firange feates, and 
counterfeit miracles,not to the deſtruction of them on- 
ly that are entred into his ſocietie, but ro viſe them as in- 


ſiruments to ſeduce many others, and to divert them 


from the true ſervice of God, from whom onely com- 
meth mans felicitie,to ſeeke helpe at his hands. And to 
this purpoſe there is a ſtrange hiſtorie of a Spaniſh vyo» 
Mos, fr Ph parentage, called Magdalen, which happe- 
ned in the yeere of grace , onethouſand, five hund,ed. 
ſorry five, in the city of Cordabe in Spaine. VVhen this 
Magdalen was yet (carcely five yeeres old , her friendes 
made her a Nunne: and though it was too rathe for 


thoſe young yeeres, to knovv the wickedneſſe of the 
world, yet (ſuch is the ſecret iundgement of God) it isre« | 


porred, that thedevill inthe likenefle of a man, blacke 
as an Ethiop, appearcd to this mayd, who at the firſt be- 


ng 
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ing ſomething afraid, yet at laſt by vordes, 
and fayre promiſes of ſuch things asthat old Serpene 
knew, were mecte to allure her tender yecres, he found 
meanes to enter into ſamiliar communication vvith 
her, enioyning her ftraightly,not to ſpeake of this new 
acquaintance, This young maiden was of a {inguler ca- 
pacitic, and rare diſpoſition ,' by meanes whereof ſhee 
was greatly cſtcemed among the reſt of the Nunnes, 
both young and old. T he deuill having a meaning by 
her to decciue all Spaine, ſeemed very prouident by 
making choiſe of this cowardly young thing, whom he 
thought ſo much the more'meete for his purpoſe, as 
ſhe excelled the reſt in ſharpneſle of wit,and ripeneſſe of 
indgement, that by framing inher a ſhew of wry. 4 
holineſle, which hath beene alwaics accounted the on- 
ly meanes todeceive the world, hee might at laſt bring 
his purpoſe to efteQt , VVhen ſhe was come torwelue 
yeeres 01d, the deuill became a ſuterto herfor marri 
ponieg her, that for the your of thirtic yeeres, or I 
now not how many more, he would aduaunce herto 
ſuch eſtimation ot holineſſe throughout all Spaine, thar 
ſhee ſhould march or excell in and cepurarion all 
thatat any time haue beene molt famous inthat kind of 
matter. The delire of glory pierced ſo deeply imto her 
tender affection,that ſhe ſeemed to conſent. And asthey 
vcd to paſſe the time pleaſantly togetherin ſecret, the 
deuill would ſend his feruaum in her very likeneſle, ro 
ſupply her roome inthe Church, and todocall things 
that was for her to doe, 
The deuil,whe (he was not occupied in attending vp- 
ondiuine ſeruice, was accuſtomed to bring hernewes of 
all things that were done in the whole world. V Vhich 
Wh& ſhe declared rothem that ſauores her, it Ro 
Cl 
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ſed the opinion of her holineſſe: by meanes whereofſhe 
was accounted a Propheteſſe . And rather then her '8 
yeares required , ſhe vas by a generall conſent of the 


[? 
% 


whole company of Nunnes, choſen Abbeſle. It was c6+ 
monly knowen that at ſuch times, as the Nunnes did ye. | 
ſually receiue the Sacrament , the Prieſt (hould cue 


lacke one of the conſecrated cakes, which was ſecretly 


brought by her angell co Magdalen, as (hee fate inthe 
uyer among thereſt of the Nunnes, which ſhe would 
ew as ſhe heldit in her mouth, tothe ſtanders by, for. 
a miracle. Iris alſoreported , that inthetime of Maſſe | 


when the clenation \was,a wall that was betweene her & 
thequyer, would open, that (he might (ce and be ſcene, 
Andlikewiſe at (uch ſolemne feſtiuall dayes,as the Nung 
vied to leade the Abbeſle, ſhe would by a ſtrange mira» 


cle,inthe (ight of a'l men, ſometime cauſe her ſelterobe 


lifted vp from the ground into theayre, three cubirs of 


more: ſometime (he would be fſeene, to beareanaked 
young child, repreſenting Ieſus newly borne, with ſuch. 
other vaine deviſes, to make the feſtiuall day the more 
holy. By theſe frivolous illuſions, and wggling caſtes 
of thedeuilt, ſhegrew in ſuch reputation, that ſhere» 
cciued letters from the Pope; 'the Emperour, andthe. 


nob1luic of Spaine , whercia they commended thems» 


ſelues and their important affaires to her moſt holy» 


prayers, They would alſo vſe her adviſe, in marters of 
very great Waight, as though ſhe had beene a Prophe» 


tele thatcould foreſccthings tocome, as it maniteſtly_. 
appearcd afterward , w OE wickedneſle was diſcos. 
uered by the letters of the greateſt Princes of Chriſten-" 
dome,that were found about her, written tothat effect; 

Diuers noble women alſo , would not hauetheir chil» 


drennewly borne, wrapt intheir ſwadling bandes, vn- 
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till they had beene handled and conſecrated by this wo- 
pare" As In all this while among ſo many notable 
and learned men, there was not one that could finde 
theſe fraudulent royes of the deuill, ſuch wasthe dark- 
nelſe and blindneſle of that rime, Arlaſt, God of his vn- 
ſpeakeable | —— would ſuffer thisrreacherous hy- 
pocrilie no longer to be hidden, For after ſhe hadthus 
abuſed the world, neere abour thirty yeerex, ſhee began 
to fall into repentance, and dilconered her dereſtable 
practiſes ro the Viſitours, and contrary toall expecta- 
tion, confeſſed her wicked fat. This newes ſeemed 
wonderfull ſtrange to a'l men : and that they might pro- 
ceede orderly with her, ſhe was committedto priſon & 
examined, where ſhee confeſſed all that had happened, 
But this Ethiopiandeuvill would not fo leaue her ſocie- 
tie: for as ſhe was kepr cloſe ir. priſon , whilſt her cauſe 
 wasexamining, when the Nunnes after midnight vſed 
theyr ordinary ſeruice in the quyre , the devi'l vvould 
transforme himſelfe into her likeneſſe, and fit in her 
place, and knecle vppon his knees as though he pony 
they all thinking it had beene Magdalen, and that ſhee 
badthat liberty given for her repentance, But the next 
day, when they vnderſtood that ſhe was kept in priſon, 
and the night following ſeeing her againe in the Quire, 
they told x 4 Viſitors, who examining the martter,found 
that ſhe went not forth of the priſon , And when the 
cauſe was knowne to the Pope, through her repen- 
tance he pardoned her,and gaue her abſolution, But ſa- 
than yeuer ſod ſo fit an inſtrument to ſerue his purpoſe 
with ſuch effect, as was that falſe prophet Mahomet,who 
through ambirion,& an vnſatiable deſire of glory,wher- 
n his life (hewed him to put his felicitie, not contentto 
- © >ccom of a baſe fellow, a Monark of diuers goodly king- 
| P. doms, 
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domes, but muſt alſorake vpon him to be a holy prophy. 
ſent from God,to giuelawesto his people, whereby he 
hath not onely damned his owne ſoule, bur alſo ſendeth 
daily infinicenumbers of ſoulesto the botromleſle pit of 
hell: to whom the Poets ſaying may be aptly applyed :» 

Aliquid tamdudam inzadere maznum, ' 

Mens agitat mibi,nec placida comtenta quiete eft, . 
And that it may the better appeare, what pernicious 
effeasthedelire of vaine glory hath wrought, & theres 
fore contrary to that Swmmum benum, or (clicitic wee 
ſecke after, it will not be impertineat tothe matter, 16 
makea brieſe narration of thecourſle of £1 ahomets "ile; 
whereby we (hall ſee, how by the help of the dew, and 
bis owne ſubtile wit, by Gods ſufferance for our finnes 
he was aduanced from a poore wretch1io a mighry Mos 
narke, & reputed Prophet,and Law-maker, T his M4 
homers father was an Arabian called 4bdaila,and his mo» 
ther an Iſmalite, called Emyma, hee was borneinalialk 
village,notfar from Mecha,called Itrarip,about vz. hung 
dred yeres after Chriſtes incarnation. The Turks ſay tha 
the ſame day hee was borne, there fell downe tothe 
groid of their own accord, atiouſand churches & one, 
which was a{ignethat in histime there (old be agre# 
decay of Chriſtianity, Being in his yourh brought vpby 
his parems in two religions, cucry of them delirousts 
dravy him to his opinivn, when he came ro be amanghe 
was of no religion. He was ſent no doubt by the deullh 
to the ſhame of mankind, who cannot endure the lines 
rity of Chriſts goſpell; but finding fo apt an inſtrument 
to worke the dilhonour of God, and the deſtruction 
men, and knowing the diſpolition of the world,to el 
bracenevw things, hee practiſed by his meanes, to plant# 

_ new religion, hauing lit opportunity thereto, by the wi 
ucring 
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verin2 mindes of the Arabians,and Aﬀericans,who vere: 
at that time hee was borne, indoubr, whether chey 
might follow the yu <3 of the Chriſtians , or of the 
lewes, or Arrianis , T here was great friendſhip abour 
this time berweene Afabomers father and a lew that was' 
an Aſtronomer,and well learnedin the old law, & inthe 
Chriſtian religion. It chanced that Afabomet was borne 
when his father was gone to leruſalem, | & at hisrerurne 
this Iew, hauing calculated his ſonnes nariuiry;rold him, 
that he ſhould be mighty in dominion & law, Not long 
aſter the birth of this apoſtle of ſarhan, Abdalla the father 
died, VVkhen Mahomet was foure yeeres old, this ew 
deuiſed a notorious and moſt ſhameſull lye. Hee fayd 
that hee ſaw rwo Angelstake Mahomets hart out of his 
body, & deuideitin the middeſt, and tooke out of ita 
dropof blood, and afterward waſhed it cleane with faire 
watcr,& put it ina paire of ballance,& waied it with ten 
other harts, becauſe his hart waiedthe downe all. Then 
one of the Angels fayd to the other, if his hart were ſer 
a22inſt all che harts in Arabia, it wovld over-waythem 
ail. T his (ſaid the lew) the Angell Gabriellſhewed him, 
VVhen Mahomet was eyght yeres old, higmother died; 
and commitred him to his - Vncle by the Fathers ſide, 
who dclivered him to the Iewe to be brought vp in 
karning, The Ilewe inſtructed him innarvrall Philo- 
ſophy, but eſpecially in the lewiſh and Chriſtian reli- 
pon, wherein hee prooved ſo'good aſcholler, that it 
olpe to worke the deſtruction of his owne ſoule , and 
many others. Some write, that when «MH abomet was 1, 
yeeres old, as he waridred abroad , hee met with Mar- 
chants, that were going into Fgypr, and deſirous tobe 
of their company.they tooke him with them, to helpto 
keepe their camels & horſes, and whereſocuer he _— 
P 2 there 
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there was many times ſcene a blacke fellow ſtanding by 
him, And when they came toa village in Egypt, w 
atthat time were diuers Chriſtians , the Parſon of the 
towne invited them to his houſe: they followed the par. 
ſon,& left Mohomer to keepetheir camels, The Parſon 
enquiring whether a!l their copany were come into his 
houle,thcy arcall bere(ſaid they) (auinga boy thar ſtay, 
eth without With our camels. Asthe parſoa went forth, 
he ſaw a blacke fellow ſtand by the boy, which put him 
in mind of a prophecie that he had read , of one that 
ſhould deſcend of parentsof two ſundry nations , vvho 
ſhould eſtabliſh a religion againſt the Chriſtian faith, by 
whs for a {igne ſhould many times ſtand a black fellow, 
Theparſon delired the Marchants to call inthe boy,and 
vndcrſtanding his nameto be Mabomet, heeremembred 
him ſo to be called in the prophecy, & that he (hold bez 
mighty man, & a great trouble to Chriſtendome, & that 
his celigion ſhold not continue aboue 1000 yeres,& they 
it (huuld vaniſh away. V V hen the parſon had c6lidered: 
of his name, and of the black fellow Randing by him,he 
perceiucd that it was he theprophecy ſpake of, & ſer him 
at his tabie abouethe Marchants, & did him great reus 
rence. After they had eaten, the prieſt asked the Mars 
chants whether they knew the boy , who told himthe 
manner how they came by him, The parſon enformed 
the of theprophecy he had read, who attirmed that _ 
had ſeene (uch a black fetlow ſtand by him . Thenfa 

the parſon to the boy : Thou ſhalt be a great learned 
man, and (halt eſtabliſh a new religion among the Hes 
thens,& with thy power thou ſhalt be great annoyance 
rothe Chriſtians, and thy ſucceſſours ſhall bemightie 
men. Now I delire thee that thou wilt ſuffer my cours 


try men the Armenians to live in peace , MHahomts 
promiſed 


n—__ w—_ > £m oa... .c .. . = 


of matchandiſe : where he ſtayed a long rinie, & had' fas 

miliar acquaintance and friendſhip with Chriſtianszand' 
lewes,with whom he was much connerſant, 'biit'eſpe> 
cially with a Monke of Antioch called tobn, that Was! 
obſtinare heretick,entiſed rhereto by tHiedevill,thro! 
adeſire of vaine glory. Of this' Monke heleartiedfofar 
ite the Scriptures , both the olde and new Teſtament, 
that he might bethe berrer armed againſtthe Tewesant 
Chriſtians, Ir is reported that he was alſoaſchollerto a 
Monke called Serg/u5,an Arrian heretick, & expulſed fr6 
C6ſtantinople by his brethren,& fled into Arabia,where 
hefel acquainted with Aahomer, & holpe him to fallifie 
the Scriptures after their ownfancies,&to hatch a newe 
law eut of the new & old Teſtament , About this time 
there were ſtrange things ſeene in theayre, & monſters 
brought forth in divers parts of the world; as children 
with toure feere and rwo heads, and comets,and fire fal- 

ling from heauen, and ſuch wonderfull lights and thun- 
derclaps, that the earth ſeemed to ſhake and open: 
whercof enſued extreame peſtilence, that conſumed a 
reat part ofthe earth;, ſo as men thought thar thelaſt 
had beene come ; which did prefage the wrathand' 
threarnings of 'G OD, for the linnes of men, Tn his' 
youth, he vſcd thetrade of Marchandiſe, and went of. 
ten with his camels into Egypt and Paleſtina, And as he 
_ on arime imothe _ of Canaan, the NS 
that Country, called Tagids, maruelling ar his ffrange 
kindes of ward and merchandiſe, fell on. greatlikingof 
him,which when A«homer perceined, hee omitred not 

that oportunitie,burt entring into familiar comunication 

Pi” with 
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_ numbers,asalfo in Arabia. V Vhen hee vnderſtood that 
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20t lawes,&tobeagk wererapt with his ſtately file, 
glorious words; my deere Lady (quoth be) 1 will hide 
nothing from yau,buerellyourhe truth: 1am che Avefi 


fias fern from God:, whichthe lewes looke forto this 


day; which he labored toprooue by miracles wroughs 
bythehelpof the deuil,himſelfe being a Necromancery 
wherby he notonly deceiued this Lady, buralſodioen 
Tewes and Saracens,. who thought him ro be the very 
Aeſ5ias they looked for , By meanes whereof, in ſhort 
time he hadagreat many followers , This Lady ſeeing 
the Iewes & Saracens thus reuerenceand depend vppoit 
Mahomea ſuppoſed that there lay hidden in himſomedis 
uine Maicſty,& being a widdow married him. T hus wa 
Mahomet ſuddenly aduaunced to great riches & dominis 
on, according to his deſire, Hee went afterward intg' 
Spaine, where he preached at Cordabaſuch doAtrine,the 
the Biſhopſem to apprehend him, buthebeing warned 
bythe deuil,fled into Aﬀricaz where he ſeduced infinite 


he was eſteemed tor a high Prophex of all the countries 


roundabout him, greater matters beganne to enter into 


his conccic,deuiling how he might become a great Mo# 
narke; And ſeeing himſelfe well followedot the com 
mon people, that reſorted to hinr daily in great multis 
rudcs , heperſwaded the peopleto caſt ofthe yoke 
theic obedience tothe Romaine Emperour,and making/ 
himſelſe ſtrong with a ſufficient armic, irmaded theres 
ritoriesof the Empire, and ouerthrowing the Empcrow' 
Lieuerenants, he won from him that which belongede® 
the Empire in Aﬀrica,and Egypt,and likewiſe Syria, an# 
Meſopotamia, & other of the Eaſt countries, belonging 
| to 
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tothe Perſians, And when the Saracens & the reſt of his 
followers, ſawthathee had onercomethe E 
power, and ſet themart hberty from the Romaines, they 
reſorted to him our of all partsro Damaſco, where by g' 
conſent they choſe him tobe their King,and ſet 
thecrowne on his head . And thus without reſpeQ of 
right or wrong, hejoyned kingdometo kingdome, and 
country to country, and of a baſe fellow became a 
Monarke,vſing all manner of rigor and crueltie,c6foun- 
ng diuine & humane things, &likea torrent did beare 
all things downe before him, to the admirationof alt 
men,and tothe great effuſion of innocent blood, This 
holy prophet was as wicked in life , as deuilliſh in doc- 
trine; among the reſt of his vices, much giuento whore- 
dome, though he had 4. we 
that God had giuen thar precogatiue to him alone, Bt 
when hee perceived men began ro murmore at him for 
his vicious life, he licenced cuerymantohaue 4, wines, 
And as one of his wines found him inachamber ſecret 
le with one of his minions; Are theſe (quoth ſhee) che 
manners of a Prophet ? wherewith cM abowet wis (0 a- 
ſhamed, that he {ware ſolemnly never rodoe the likea- 
ane, And as on atimeheeſell downe with the falling- 
cknes beforeche'Queene his wife, (ro which 
Gods plague hee was much fubieQ) and fomed ar 
mouth atter the mannerof rhat diſeaſe, perceiving her 
totake it gricuoul]y, that ſheehad matched herſelfe to 
fach an vnwholſomecreatuce, hetold her, tharthe An- 
pell Gabriel was ſent to him:from God, roenforme hin 
of his minde, the brighe ſhining of whoſe countenannce 
hee could in no wile endure ,; vvhich was the cauſeof 
bis falling1o the ground,” And to <onfirme” her the ra- 
ther inthvs opinion, he I miracle byzhe 
4 
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Deuilshelpe, which gaue the more credit to his words; 
_ His wicked ſet beganne abour the latter ende of the 
raigne of Heraclius the Emperour, from whoſe obedi. | 
ence, taking oportunitie by a ſedition among his ſoul, 
diers, by wh6 Af«bomet was made their chiecte captaine, 
he had diſſwaded his ſubiects,making them beleecue that 
Gods will was chat all men ſhold be at liberty, & ſubie& 
to no man, By meane whereot the Saracens & Arabiang 
depended wholly vpon him,as hath bin ſayd , and made 
himcheir king. V Vhen he had determined to publiſh his 
law, which Sergi«s & he togerher had framed our ofthe 
old and new Teſtament, hee appointed a great aſſembly 
of people to repaire to a certaine place to heare him 
preach, where by miraclesthey ſhould ſee,that God had 
ſent him his holy prophet, for the ſoules health of his 
prone moderate the law of the [ewes & of the Chr 
ans, which were too hard to be kept,and to giue them 
another which ſhould be a meane between them both, 
And as he was preaching of his law inthe place appoints 
ted, there commeth a doue flying towards him, & aligh- 
teth vpon his ſhoulder, and pidleth in hrs care , lookmg 
for meate, hauing vſcd her before to feede in hiseare 
for the ſame purpole, Thefimple people not miſtruſting 
his ſubtill device, thought it had bin rhe holy Ghoft;ſent 
from God, to inſpire him what to ſay. He had alſo vied 
a bull co feede 1n his lap, and made him know hisvoyce, 
And as in his Sermon heeſpake aloudeof hislaw',the 
bull being placed not tar off, hearing his voice,camerut» 
ning to him through thepreaſe of people, ouerthrowing 
divers of them, & layed his head in Af«bomers lap,hauing 
the booke tyed betweene his horns,wherinthe law w# 
written called 4{cora:the people believing the rathet 
Sergixs periwaiion, that God had ſcatthe bull with 


bookeof the lavy, becauſe abourt 


had faſtned alile ſcedule;zwherein was writeh 
letters; He thatcan put a yoke vponthebuls neck, let him 
be king. Sergizs fetched a yoke & deliuered.it torAtabs- 
met, who pur it ealily vpon the bulsnecke, & was ofthe 
fooliſh people called king , and Sergiwa propher', By 
theſe kind of diviſes he ſeduced the people, and after 
| he had raigngd tenne yeare, being about ſoure or five 
& thirtie yeares old, it happened that one of his diſciples, 
called 4/b#xor, intending to make proofe, whether his 
Maiſters doctrine were ſound or not, whether he would 
riſe againe the third day after his death, andaſcend vpto 
heauen , as he had often told them he would doe; af- 
ter he had raignedren yeare, he ſecretly gaue him poy- 
ſonto drinke, which when eAfabomet had drunke, his 
colour beganne rochaunge , and the poyſon went pre- 
ſently to his hart, and diſpatched him, as he had well de- 
ſerued, A iuſt iudgement of God, to puniſh the wicked 
by the wicked . Hts body was diligently watched by his 
diſciples, looking for his referendum thethird day, as 
he had ſaid, But when the third day was paſt,& that they 
ſaw, he would not riſe againe, and that his body bags 
+ An 


toſtinke, they let him lye vnburyed and: 
the eleuenth day after bis pr ae 9 


ſoned 


him, came againe to fee how heelay+;-and (ax one Lu- 
cas reporteth) he found his body catem. with dog 
And gathering his bones together, he tooke chem with 
bim and buryed them, in'acowne called Madina- 

VVhenthe Arabians & others perceiued, how he had 
deceived them , and thar he-aroſe:riot againe , gecor- 
ding to his promiſe , many of them fell from him, and 
would no lofger hold of his celigion. But in his life an- 


» Stn it 
did in rheaire, Burthe Turks, andothers of hig 
ſe, b that hehangerh there by diuine power; 
goe thether yearely in pilgrimage, as Chriſtians dag 
to leruſalem , ro the Sepulcher. This was — 
ning and end of this glorious Apoſtle of Sathan , | 
hotinefſe was in his youth fuch, that the Citizens of Me« 
cha condemned him to death fortheft, whom now they 
adore for a high Prophet of God . Such fruires the de« 
fire of glory (wherein he put his felicitic)brought forth 
tothe !l rorments of his owne ſoule, and of ins 
finite thouſands beſides. Bur ſuch an Epitaph had beeng 
more meetefor him, then tobe ſo cxaited, as was ens 
grauen vpon the tombeof a Vice-roy of Sicilia , bythe 
peopleof that countrey ,.in ceuenge of his tyrrannous 
goucrnement, | 

Qui propter nos homines, 

Et propter roſtr am ſalutem,, | | 

Deſcendit ad inferss,” \Thatis: 

VF bo for Us Men, | 29 
And for ourſaluation,. |: 

_ Jeeone downe imtotell, | . - baW- 
Salwoxes deviſe, ro.perfvvade the Gothes, that the ſould 
was immortall , was more tollerable , being done witly 
beter meaning . Hetaughe thoſe people rhar neicher' 
himſelfe, nor any tharliued, inor they which weretobe 
borne, ſhould dye for cuer, if they lined vermuouſly :but 
they-thould go into fuchaplace, whicrethey ſhouldabs 

MH ways 


I hey being ſufficiently ſarisfied ofthe 
ne, k | ict y 1 | | NY 
terithe of the ſoule , and theperpetuallrewardot ver- 
we, By which deviſe hewanne ro himſelte ſnch repu- 
wion andglory, that he was accounted equallwith the: 
king , who made him his companion in the gouerne« 
ment of his kingdome, | 
-'But the dearth ob Mahomet was not the endofmuch 
roublesand miſchiefe, that aroſe through his falſe do-' 
Qrine in dincrſe- partes of the world: Forthereof en- 
ſued ſundry ſees, according to the ſeucrall/ inclinati- 
ons" of the ſantaſticall heades of his diſciples and'tol- 
lowers, in whom the deuill ſtirred-vpſuch a deſireot 
glory, that imitating their maiſters example, 'andtrea- 
eing in his path , ſome of them became litleinferiour- 
tohim in riches and dominion ,, Among therelſt;, in our 
ape, Aﬀrica (that according totheold prouerbe, is ace 
cuſtomed alwayes to bring forth ſome new and ſtrange” 
thing)rarfed vp one of Aabomerr diſciples; froma = 
Hermit:, ro be a Monarke of manygoodly kingdomes 
and conntreys, T his man was borne the famous 
mountaines of Atlas, of very baſe 
__ _— an: —_ , whichrhe: 
» thatis,.a holy man. This fellow beganropreach” 
his vaine doctrine, Fur Tek r. wand” 
tue hundred fouretcene,, and would adwit no gloſeoff 
lterpreter of the Alcptan,burfollowediimply t "_ 
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feit ſhew of holineſſe, and rite , andauſteriieof 
life, he was y eſtcemed and honoured. And when 
he ſaw himſelfe well followed. of the peopleof Fer and 
Maroque,where he made himſclfe ſtrong, andthatthe 

multitude depended ypon'bis word, hetold them whg 
he IE kan had adclirerovilitetheKing. 
of T aphillerra, becauſe hee lived notaccording tothe 
(inceruticof rheyr Law, The cauſe why he delired thip 
kingdome , was that if his deuiſes tooke not that effet 
helooked for, it might ſeruc him for a place of retrayt; | 
Ashetravelled rowards Taphilletza, there was no Vil- 

lage that he palled by, but he preached his doQrine, in« - 
to thegreat Townes they would not ſuffer him to en- 
rer becauſe of his herclic, and for feare of ſome rumuleg 
His trauell was alwaics by the ſea coaſt, becauſe thar 
Country was well peopled: in fo much that vvithin 
ſhort time, his trayne reſembled a huge Army, of aboue 
threeſcore thouſand men ſtrong, The ſimple king of 
Taphilletta would needes heare this Hermit, and ralke 
with him of matter-touching his conſcience, who was 
not ſo intentiue in his Sermon, as he was circumſpeQtin 
viewing the kings forces, and the meancs he had ro de» 
fend him(elte. Ar _ he told his followers, God had 
reucaled wo him, that he muſt expell this king out of his 
kingdome, as vnwoorthy toraigne, For confirmation 
whereof, he ſhewed them certaine falſe miracles, By 
meanes whereof they ſlue the king, and made the Her-! 
nute his ſucceſſour, By thelkke policie tiethruſtthe ki 
of Darapt out of his kingdome. All this while,hewaule 
not rake vpon him the name of King, but was called Se-" 
riph, that is high Prieſt . VVhen hehad left ſufficient” 
gacriſons inthe kingdomes he had gonen, hee goeth - 

t 
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the king of Tremiſſen, who nothing ing thatthe 
murder of the king of Taphillerra'came by this Pro« 
phers meanes, ſuffred him rocome into his towne, yer 
vpon condition that hee ſhould leaue his traine behind 
him, beeing ſomewhat jealous of them , becauſe they 
were well appointed with their bowes and arrowes in 
their hands, and their cimyrers by their ſides, contrary to 
the accuſtomed (implicitie and manner of going . - The 
Hermite ro avoide ſnſpicion , leaneth his traine ſome- 
thing behind him, aad goeth (lenderly accompanied to 
the king . And after many welcomes, and courteſies 
ſhewed him by the king , his traine wasentred intothe 
rowne,which they beganpreſently ro ſacke,and romake 
open warre, and flue about an hundred thouſand per- 
ſons. And in the end the king likewiſe , and all his chil- 
dren were put tothe ſword, & he made king:which title 
he would no longer refaſe. And purſuing his ambitious 
pr , vnder the colour of reforming the Alcoran, 
emade warre vpon allthe kings his neighbours, de- 
ſtroying all things with fire and ſword that was in his 
way , Aﬀrica was neuer ſo plagued, not in Mahomets 
time, that foughtrwo andtwentie battels, as it was by 
this hypocrite, It was a moſt pittifull ſpeQtacle ro ſee the 
Princes murdered like beaſts in the ſhambles : the 
reat eſtates ſpoiled of their goods, and ſlaine or made 
ues : men, women, & children dayly put rotheſword 
without mercy,according to the Poets ſaying : 
Libertas ſcelerum eft, quareena inuiſa twetus : 
Sublatuſque modus gladii facere omnis =_ 
Fortune was ſo fagorableto him, that he became with- 
nthe ſpace of three yeares,king of Tremifſen, Marock, 
= , Taphillerta, Su, and arlength} of Fez: allo , So 


thatthe Turkes and Barbarians ſtood in great feareand 
admiration 
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admiration of him , ſuppoling that theſe thi 
not be done withour fome divine power, when they 


conlidered , that ſuch a poore ſimple Prieſt ſhovid {g 


ſuddenly become a king of the goodlieſt , and moſt flo« 
riſhing kingdomes of all Aﬀeica, But we will leaue higy 


in his proſpecicie, and draw towards hisend, Thekiy 


of Algier doubting the greatneſle of this gallant, deters* 
mined (after the old prove:be) when the Lions tayleis 
proofe,ſces 
ing force would not prevaile, what pollicie would dog, 


ſhort, rotye the Foxerayle to lim, to make 


He ſent ſome twelue or thicteene hundred Turkes; vs 
der theconduct of a valiant man, whom hee had inſtru- 
acd what ro doe, to this Hermite king , fayning thems 


ſelves ro hauc forſaken the king of Algier,and to depart | 
as malconrents, They found the king at Maroque, re«” 
ioycing in his conqueſtes, but yettroubled in mande, tar 
ſee himſclfe among a fort of people that loued himnot 


greatly , by reafon of the iniuries hee had donerotheny 
and to their Princes:for which cauſe heretained a ſtrong 
guard of other nations, And when he ſaw ſuch a band 
men, he demanded the cauſe of their comming , and of 
their departure {ro their king, They anſwered him, that 
they were poore ſouldiers, that had lett the king of Als 
pier, becauſchec had vied them vncurteouſly , andifit 
would plcale him to entertaine them, they would be 
faichfull ro him, euen to the death, T he king entertais 
neth them , and made them norlong after his princypall 
guard, and fauoured them more then his owne peoples 
V Vhich procured them much envie, andeſpecially of 
the great eſtzres of His Counſel, who aduiſed him eo 
beware of theſe Turks, whoithey ſuſpected cameto him 
for no good purpoſe: alicdying diverſe reaſons , that 
moucdthem io tothinke, &thatthe Turke madenone 

account 


account of his life, if he might do his maiſter any accep- 
table ſeruice . The Hermite being as ſubril as they,ſayd 
Ittle, but determined to find ſome occaſion to putthem 
allo the ſword, It chanced, that newes was brought a- 
bour that time to the king, of a rebellion in ſome of his 
' countreys, whereupon he tooke occalion to raiſcapows- 
| erco repreſſe them , but indeed toputthe Turkes tothe 
| ſword, of whom he grevw very ſaſpicious . The Turkes 
perceiuing the preparation forthis great journey , and 
obſeruing that the king had often conference wirh his 
Counſell, whom they knew to be their capitall enemies, 
began ro doubt, that this preparation vas made for thE, 
Torctire they hai no meanes, and to retuſethey ſhould 
make themſelues odious to all the army, and bythar 
meanes, they ſhould put the king out of doubt of thar 
which he did now but ſuſpeCt . V Vhileſlthey were de- 
bating theſe things, they had certaine intelligence of 
the kings intent ; and chat thertime of execution was at 
band. The Turkes ſeeing no way toeſcape,reſolued vp- 
pon a moſt deſperate enterpriſe, and watcbing for opor- 
tunitie,as the king ſa:e1n Counſell,withthe Princes and 
captaines of his army in his pauillion , deliberating how 
to put in execution his purpoſe againſt rheſe Turkes , ar, 
what time it chaunced the prineipall menof his guard, 
tobe - one for forage, and onely rwo hundred rene- 
gates left ro atrend, the Turks entred into the pauillion, 
where they flue the King and his Counſel ,, with the 
captaines, and ſacked his tents of ſuchtreaſure as there 


was ; therenegates in place of defending the king , i0y- 


ned with them in the ſpoyle. 
Deſinat elatis quiſquam confidere rebus, 
The Turkes after this murder without ” reſiſtance, 


the army being amazed with the ſuddaincſſeand greats. 
"Fix | ncle 


Of the Felicitie of man, 223 


2: The third booke © 
e ofthe marrer, departed with cms Ir | 

a towne called Torodant, which they ealily ſurpriſed & 
ſacked(they fearing no hoſlilitie) and there ſtayed to re. 
freſh themſelues, hearing that the army ſtirred not, for 
the ſpace of fireene dayes : whereas if they had followed 
on their iourney,they had beene at Algier before the ar 
my had ouertaken them. But Afonle Adells ſonneotrhe 
Hermite, and his ſucceſſour in his kimgdome, hearing. 
of his fathers death , haſteneth him with his {forces after 
the Turkes: who vnderſtanding of his comminy,truſled 
vp their baggage vpon Camels , and departed toward 
Algier in very good order, carrying certaine peeces of 
ordinance with them for their better defence, V Vhen 
they had marched a fevy miles out of the rowne,the king 
aflailethth&, bur being valiantly recetued by the Turks, 
they marched forward in deſpite of the whole army, 
And being charged thus for the ſpace of three or foure 
dayes as they marched, in which time the Turkes had 
Nine many of their enemies, the king being moued; 
that ſuch a handfull of men ſhould be able ro make ſuch 
a re{iſtaunce , cauſed a very hote chargeto be giuen vp« 
pon them, wherein the Turkes being ouermatched,and 
oppreſſed with the multicude of their enemies, were 
all{laine, ſaving the captaine, and ſome thirtie more} 
which ſaued themſclues for thetime, vpon a lirtle hill, 
which they defended againſt the whole army Bur ſeeing 
that they were not able to preuaile , the captaine chu- 
ſing rather to dye by his owne handes, then to ſuffer his 
enemies to have the honour of ſuch a revenge, rooke 
his rwo ſonnes, that were berweene fifteene and eigh- 
teene yeareold, andilue firſt them in the light of the ar- 
my, and then himſelfe. The reſt of the ſouldiours ſeeing 
the noble courage of their captaine, charged their great 
Pecces, 


. ſ 
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es, and Mc they had burnt the ſpoyle they hadre- 
voy _— 9mm they would as mar” enemies 
hands, and ſuffer an ignomious death, t ing at 
the mouthes of the great peeces o—_ fre nc rg 
ſue themſelues , the king and all the army beholdi 
the matrer, — commending the valour and no- 
ble mindes of the Turkes. By theſe examples it may 

e, what eſtimation men ws, 00d or worldly 

nour, and glory that is gotten by rule and principali- 

tic; when a poore Pricſt ina ſhort time , was ableto dif- 
polſeſſe many kings of their kingdomes, & to make him- 
ſeife a mightie Monarke of them all, And when he was 
inthe judgement of men inthe higheſt degree of feli- 
citie; a handfull of men of his owne-guard, could in his 
owne patiillion, in the middeſt of his army and forces, 
ſecureand free from all imagination of perill, pur him 
and his nohilitie with his principall Captaines to the 
ſword, and had eſcaped without any harme or let, enri- 
ched with a great pray , if they had paſſed on their jour- 
ney all at their eaſe, and had not bin ſo careleſſe, ro ar- 
tend their enemies comming , which they might eaſily 
have preuented. Diuerſe other Hermites of Mahomers 
ſe, about the ſame time, both in Aﬀrica and Aſia}, ex- 
cited with the like deſire of glory, atrempredithelike 
enterpriſes, and attained to great matters, totheir owne 
harme , and to others, though nor altogether with like 
ſucceſle. 

This principalitie and rule madethe Tewes, the cho- 
ſen people of God , deſpiſe his helpe'and fauour, that 
had done ſo many wondertull thinges for them . Fora 
lew hauing gathered together two hundred thouſand 
men of that nation , they truſted ſo much ro cheir owne 


forces, that euery man did cut off one of his fingers, _ 
when 
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when they were to joyne in barel with their enemiey| 
their general pronounced theſe wordes: Lord of the 
world, helpe vs not, ſccing thou haſt reieCted vs , And 
'morethen this, there were diverſe of the ſame nation, 
inthe agewhercin Chriſt was borne , knowing by the 
holy Prophelics, that the time was come, 4n which the 
Meſsias muſt ſhew himſclſcro the world , that proteſled 
themſeluesto be Chriſt: but cheir lives andduttrine, & 
almoſt the memory of them, vaniſhed away hike ſmoke, 
natwithſtanding they had many followers , and were 
maintained by the authoritie bf their principall Da 
Etors. But theſe intidels and Ileves are not ſo muchyy 
be marnelled-at , that fulght glory with ſo great hype 
crilie, if we'bchold the wicked midecot a Chriſtianig 
_ ourape, that through an exceſiue delice of glory went 
about to.perſwade men , that he wastheveridc.H eſs, 
This man was of Frizland, named Dawid Georee ; heb 
led himſclHe a new prophet, and the nephevy of God:he 
fained to haue talke: with wild beaſts and birds, ind 
manner of languages; and that they brought him mene 
for his ſuſtenance, And among other his vanities a 
toyes, hee (ayd, that heauen was altogerher empty, and 


that he was fent to adopt meh, to be ſonnes and inhew 
tobrs of the kingdome of heauen. - -— 
Thar the Devil! is the author of theſe horribleand 
hainous offences committed by men , to the diſhonel 
of God, and deſtruction of themſelues, by his inſtignbf 1] 
on and ſtirring vp their minds to the delite of vaineglo i 1 
rie, may ſomething appeare by this ſtrange hiſtory, &YIF t. 
ported by Lricofthenes in his Prodigus , By which mal tc 
may be warned to beware of the-{ubrill deviſes lt fo 
prathifes of that old Serpent, that lyeth continuallyuyy fo 


waight, whom he may deuoure ; whout he can lind8 
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firinftrutrent men, toſcrue his purpoſe, canby 
Gods ſufferance (as it ſhould ſeeme) incarnate himſciſe 
or polleſſe infants, and do wonderfull things, by his falſe 
ſhews of counterteit miracles and crafty illuſions , to ſe« 
duce the world. In the kingdome of Babilon, the vij.day 
of March, inthe yeare one thouſand five hundred thir« 
tietwo, achild was borne of a meane woman , whoſe 
fauour and forme was good, and wel proportioned, bur 
his eyes & teeth ſhined conraryro nature, The houre of 
his birth not only the elements, but allthe powers of the 
heavens were moned,& (hewed forthrerrible & fearfull 
ſignes. For at midnight the ſun was ſeene toſhine bright 
as if it had bin day ; & after it was turnedinto darknes a« 
paine, ſo as it was not ſcene in 'Babilon (which js not 
noted for a miracle)the ſpace of a whole day: the ſunne 
was ſecne againe with ſtarres of ſtrange figures and of 
diverſc kinds wandring vp & down in theelement, Ouer 
the houſe where the child was borne, belids other (tgns, 
fice was ſeene fal from the aire,that killed men, Thenext 
day the ſunne was eclipſed, the weather being ve- 
ry tempeſtuous it raigned pearles, The third day a firie 
Dragon was ſcene to flye about Babilon, T here appea- 
red alſo a new hill, exceeding in height other bills, 
Which was by & by detided intorwo parts, inthe mid» 
deſt whereof was found a piller, wherein was written in 
Greeke: The hovre of the nativity is come, & the end of 
the wor'd is at hand , Thexiij, houre after his birth, a 
\oice was heard*crying in the ayre 7prepare your hares 
to receive, and bleſſed are they thar keepe his word, Af- 
ter this child had lived ewo moneths , hee brake out in 
ſpeech ike an v1d man, and proteſled himſelfe ro berke 
lonot God. And being asked what theſe ſignes (614 pre- 
lage; the pearlesthatfcll from the clement, bce ſaid did 
Q2 betoken 
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be token the people that wold beleeue his word:the fly; 
ing dragon (ignificd his aduerſaries. He healed al diſeaſey 
hereſtored ſight to theblind, hereuiued thedead with 
his word; & profelsing himſelfe to be a true interpreter 
of the holy (cripture and ſecret miſteries,he wast 
al Babilon,contrary tothe lawes of their countrty,adored 
& worſhiped for a God, T hus will Sathan never leauetg 
vie the helpe of men, as inſtruments,to oppoſe himſelle 
againſt God and to draw them from true obedience,to 
the deſtruction both of their body and ſoule, For to be» 
leeue that there be no Spirits(as | heare,there be ſuchin 
theſe dayes)or that they ſhew not themſclues to men,in 
divers figures, and worke not things here in the earth& 
mong men, & in the aire aboue vs,contrary to the opinis 
on ot ſo many learned men of diuerſe ages,and tov com- 
mon experience of all times, ts meere ignorance, & wib 
full obſtinacy,and the next way to atheiſme. /amblichw 
an excellent learned man, was allo according to tha 
time,{ingular in Necromancy. V Ve haue certain knows 
ledge(ſaith he) that wicked ſpirits can doe very muchin 
theſe parts of the world,vnder the Moone,and vpon the 
earth, Bur that it may in ſome part appeare, and their ig- 
norance and obſtinacy be diſcovered that be of that opt 
nion,of an mtinicenumber of hiſtories, both old & new, 
we will recite one notable example (let the credit of the 
matter remaine with the authors) that happened df 
| late yeares in France, whereby we may be warned toobs 
| ferue Gods ſecret iudgements, and to call contmually 
vppon God for his grace and aſciſtance, againſt the old 
ſerpent our common aduerſary , that worketh many 
Nirange and dreadfull things amongſt vs, alwaies ro ſome 
euil end & purpoſe, it his platformes were not interrup- 
ted by Gods povyer & prouidence, The hiſtory is IR 
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ted by many credible authors, as alſo by CorniliusGemme, 
in his Coſmecritices , a learned man; In axes Lands. 
nm there was a handſome yong woman,newly married, 
called Nicholas Danbrie, in the indgment of men both 
vertnous and of good life, who inthe yeare 1565, inthe 
month of November was poſleſſed with an euill fpirite, 
that in ſight ofthouſands of people, plaied wonderfull 
ſtrange parts. But firſt this ſpirit p_—_ to this woman, 
io the likenes a dead man, profelſsiag himſelfe ro be her 
erandfather;but afterwards being compelled(ſay my au- 
thors) by the power of Gods word, pronounced by a 
prieſt (vling belike their ordinarie exorciſmes) he con- 
teſſed himſelf ro be the deuil. And then he became black, 
hairie,and of a much more vgly & terrible forme then at 
anytime before. He would violently take her vp, & carry 
herfrom to place: & after he had ſhewed himſelfeto her 
in diuerſe formes, eſpecially of a cat,or of a hornet, or of a 
betle, at laſt he entred into the woman, & poſleſſed her. 
Arche firſt he would ſalve very curteouſly,as wellthoſe 
that were knowen to her,as vnknowen, & cal every one 
"BW bytheir names. And many that had nor clenſed thems 
"MW (clues by being ar (hrife, and confelsion of their (ins, after 
the Romiſh maner, he would diſcover the faults and ſins 
they had commirted, vntil the prieſthad giuen heracon- 
ſecrated hoſt, as it were putting a bridle in his mouth 
(faith mine aurhor) hee made him hold his peace yer 
neverthelcſle he ceafſed not co worke ſtrangethings in 
her. He would at one inſtant, take awaythe vſe ot her 
eves,cares, & mouth, But when the hallowed bread was 
put into her, ſhe was delivered of that torment . It was 
thought gocd to place her openly inthe Common The- 
ater, that the people mizhr ſee how ſhe was vexed. 
V Vhere the wicked ſpirit beiag exorciſed bythe Prieſts, 

Q 3 * would 
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would prefefſe himſclfe to be the fecond to Lacifer, ang 
that he poſſeſſed her nor alone, butthat there were xxy, 
of them in the whole, which appeared by manifeſt ſigns, 
when ſhe was carried to a Church, where were ſeene 
depart out of the woman 26 atone time, like vntay 
black thin lirtle'cloude. Nor long after, therewentout 
of her three other ſpirirs,being in another Church, mai 
king a great noiſe ac their departure, who profelled the. 
ſclues ro be the third order from Lacifer, T here yerrs 
mained one ſpirit more, the Prince of rhie reſt{as he ſaid) 
avho wot them , by whar ſignes they ſhould know 
whenthe delinerance of the woman from him vvas# 
hand; aftiriningneuertheleſſe, that he would not leaug 
her, vntill he were dciuen'our by the BiHop of -Lands 
wm, V Vhenthe woman happened to be preſent, asthe 
prieſt was at Maffe , ic was wonderfull to ſee her vgh 
countenaunce , an4 ſuch ſtrange tormes and hyures@ 
her body, that it ſurmounteJ all imagination , Her bb 
dic \yould become three or ſoure times greater ghenit 
ſelfe: her eyes wonld be turned backward , fierie and 
horrible ro behold,and would be thruſt ont of Her head 
as grcat as an ezge,S he would ſtretch out her tonguelo 
her breaſt, ro her eares, andto her temples , Her fore 
was ſo 2reat, that hardly eight or nine men vvere ab 
to hold her. ' And this was a pretie roy, not vnwoortlly 
to be laughed ar, and allo tobe noted , how artificralle 
this ſubtle Serpent piayed his part in this Tragedy; 
vwhereby it may beconiectured, that the drift, and 
of all chis deniſe, was to this purpole, which touke eſe? 
not altogether contrary ro his expectztion . VV hen the 
ſpirit was asked why heturned away theface of the WE 
man,xrhenthe pri-{t17as at Maſſe, becaiife (quoth hed) 


theunageot white 10bn doth make me alraid; ni hom 
; Ucn 
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vertheleſerhongh not willingly , Inowack 
tobemy Lord &maiſter , And being asked why he's 
called him,becauſe (ſaid he) I taue caughtthenevy pro- 
feſſors of the Goſpel ſoro call him? (N#anguam iſtic ſat $4- 
men hoe : Thougthe berhere, yerthis: In thar ſorr, ab- 
ruptly alluding to Hor eſt corpas menm, This is my bodie, 
&c. But (ſaid theprelares) ſecing thou artthe author & 
parent of all lyes ,, who will believe thee, though thou 
akerruth? Iris true (ſaid the ſpiric) that of mine own 
nature'I ſpeake nor the truth, but now beeing compel- 
led, I viter thetruth, as it were borrowed ware. This 
roy (faith my author) who was of them that call them- 
ſelues Catholikes: wrought much trouble to them that 
held the contrary opinion of the Sacrament, Inſomuch 
as multitudes of people being gathered rogether , the 
matter was ſo hotly diſputed vppon,, that it was like to 
havegrowneto (edition, And after many practiſes vied 
by Philicke and medicmes, andother deuifes, her onely 
health (ſaith mine amthovur]cameofthe budy of our Sa+ 
viour,PFor after (he had received the Sacrament 3. dayes 
together, by rhe hands ofthe Biſhop of Landunum, the 
ſpirit who called himſelfe Belzebub, departed out of the 
woman the8.of February (having firſtlhewedrhefigne 
promiſed before) with ſuch terrible thunder, howling, 
[moke,and fire,chatthe noiſe was heard agreat ſpace be- 
yond the city, The prince of Condy hearing ofthis mar- 
ter,ſent forthe woman, of whs hevnderſtoodthe rruth 
a ithath been here recited, And itis to benoted by the 
way, of whar force an opinion is that hath taken deepe 
roote, whe ſo learned men covld not or would norper- 
ceite the illuſtons and fubtil{ deviſes of the devill, to ſe- 
duce or confirme thein their error,but rather were rea- 
Cictorecejue histeſtimony, or cenſure of the marter in 
Q 4 contro- 
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controucrſiein religion, And thisis recited withthe hi. 
Rory, that the woman wreſtled with her Phiſttion, and 
boxed him well with her fiſts, and ſent him away vvith 
ſhame enough : the deuill in her confelsing openly tha 
the Philition had-ſecretly caſt imto the womans 
$, graines of Antimeniam,to the great danger of her life, 
which becauſe they were not made {mall enough , ſhee 
vomited vp againe , which o:herwiſe muſt haue gone 
through her body Thus much of evill ſpitirs; the ra 
ther, becauſe by their inſtigation , men fall into many 
things,that are not onely hinderanceto their happines, 
but alſo bring them to extreame infclicititie, But this 
matter belongethto another ſubiect, &to goe abouttg 
prooue it, is all one as if a man ſhould offer to ſhewthe 
light of the Sun with a candle. And therefore to return 
from whence we digreſſed, that the fruirs which ambj 
tion & delire of dominion & glory doth ordinarily bring 
forth,may further appeare,the bloody practiſes, and tre: 
icall events, that lately happened betweenethe French 
ing Henry the third, and the Duke of Guiſe,arenothing 
inferiour in that kind,io any example of antiquity, 
Credible authors aftirme, that the Duke of Guiſeab 
piers to the kingdome of France,which at length being 
novvne tothe King, hee applied all his wits to prevent 
him, And aſter many attemprs and long deliberation, t 
could find no better meanes then to take his life fro him, 
And tobring this to paſſe, hee called together diuersd 
the Cardinalls & principal nobjlitie, among whichvere 
ſuch as he moſt miſtruſted & miſliked, & madethem of 
his counſcl, And being aſſembled ro conſult yvpon- mie 
ters of great importance, the king maketh to themaſe- 
lemne & i ſpeech, faining that he was now ſb 
hiciently taught,that the king of Nauacre being an here 
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ticke,and excommunicate,, & by the Pope pronounced 
not capable of a kingdome, conſpired with his conſede- 
rats,totake from him his crowne, Hetoldihem, that he 
was weary of the \yarres &trauailes of akingdome, and 
was relolued to yeeld oner all OT give him- 
ſeifeto caleand reſt, And ſor as much as Gud had given 
him no heire of his body to inherit his crowne, & ſmall 
hopethereotf lett,he delired them, with a fatherly care, 
that they would thinke vppon ſome man, that! vvere 


' meeteto ſucceed him, and take vpon him the gouerne- 


ment of the Realme, ſuch a oneas would purſue the 
king of Nauarre & the hereticks to death, that at length 
the floriſhing kingdome of Fraunce, may enioy his reli- 
gion and long looked for peace, T heſe words 4 ſpake 
with ſuch gravitie, and ſhevy of plaine meaning, thatno 
man miſtruſted any fraud or diſs1mulation. This ſpeech 
of the kings was nothing vnplcaſant to ſome of hisnew 
counſellers ; who anſwered him,thatthe king was yong 
&luſty enough,& well able to gouernethe realme him- 
ſelfe,for the continuance whereof they prayed to God 
night and day,that he needed no other mans counſell or 
helpe. Nevertheleſle, ſeci-g that the kings minde was 
more addicted to quietnes & reſt, thento warres or go- 
verament of his realme, it werenorcaſon forthem to 
deny the king their covn(cll in thoſe things that was a- 
greeable to his wil,and were proktabletothe Common 
wealth : yerthey delired the King to name ſome man, 
whom hethought able to beare ſo great a burden , and 
woorthy of ſo higha dignitie, thar after his death vvere 
meetto ſucceed him, The king after hee had reckoned 
many Princes worthy to raigne, he concluded, that he 
knew none among the more meet for this purpoſe then 


the Duke of Guiſe, (hoſe worthineſle & prayles, & ſer- 
uice 
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uicedoneby him and his father toche Commonwealth; 
when hee had ſer foorth , with a great manie goodly 
words, his counſell willingly allowed his choyle ; and 
ſent preſently ro the Duke of Guiſe, to come to the 
Court: from whence, for feare, he had before abſented 
himſelfe. VVho preſently came inpolttothe king, of 
whom he vas with great courteſie and honor recenied, 
and the whole realme committed to hisgouernement, 
with high titles of dignities. Burthis felicity continu 
ed not long, The King to auoidethe milchiete that han« 
ged ouer his owne head , purſuing his reſolution,to de- 
liner himſclfe of the teare of the Duke,to bring the mat- 
rerthe better to paſlle,as ic were ſtirred by deuotion, des 
termined to remoue to a Cell, meaning there to be con» 
feled and to receine the Sacrament, Hecalleth into his 
chamber foure of his Counſell, ſuch as hee beſt truſted; 
where he diſcouecred vnto them, the injuries & indigni« 
ties he had received of the Duke of Guile : his extreame 
ambition & delire1o raigne : the daunger he ſtood inby 
the treaſons continually practiſed by the Duke and his 
conſederates, agzinſt his perſon, Hetold them, that he 
was determined to havethe Duke (laine asa traytor, and 
vnprofitable member to rherealme, And when he had 
delired their aduiſe , ſome were opinion, that ie were 
better tro commit him & ſome of his confederatsro ſome 
ſtrong priſon, and to proceede againſt them by order of 
iuſtice. But thereſt conlidering the iminent daunger, 
wereof a contrary opinion , The king likewiſe vrrered 
his conceit, alledginy it to bea thing full of perrill ro des 
lay the time, and to proceede with him by order of law. 
Thatthe Duke was grows ſo great, thatno Iudgeinthe 
realme would or durit adiudge him to death, and ther 
tore he was determined to have him killed , Being this 
relolued 
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_ geſolved, theking ſends one rorhe Duke, roſhew him 

that he had ſome be matter, wherof toconferre with 
him beſorehee went to confeſsion, and receive the Sa- 
erament : and thereforerhar he ſhould come to theking 
in his chamber, whece he ſtayed for him, Thechamber 
was hanged with very rich Arras, behind which were 
hidden eight men appointed co dothe aft .. The Guiſe 
 commethintothechamber, bur the king was not there 
tobe found, having withdrawen himſelte into another 
chamber , which made the Duke ſuſpeQ ſometreche- 
ry: one ſteppeth forth from behind the hangings with 
whom as the Duke contendeth,, the other ſeauen'gaue 
him many woundes, ſo as being wearied, hee fell ro the 
ground, crying alowd'for helpe and mercy. The Car- 
dinall his brother perceiving by his voyce, the daunger 
he was in , ranto helpe him , but being kept out by ar- 
med men, another came imo the chamber., and as hee 
laydying, adviſed him to-aske God forgiueneſle, and 
theking. The Duketwiſe asked mercy of God; and then 
ſpake no more words,but held his hand vpon his mourh; 
as though the name of the king was odious to him. Af- 
terthe Dnke was dead, the Cardinall of Guiſe and di- 
uerſe others were apprehended , andthe Cardinall be» 
ing brought into the place where his brother lay , the 
king commeth in,andasked him whether he knew that 
body, He anſwered;that he knew him well to bethe bo- 
dy of his moſt deare brother and Lord, with whom hee 
willed preſently to be in the ſame world he was.. Aſſure 
your ſeite ({aid rhe king) I will briag it to paſle,that you 
ſhallhaue your delire, and that ſhortly , T he next day 
' the king cauſed the Cardinall to be brought iato the 
place where his brother 12y,and robeſaine, VVhenrhe 
death of the Duke © hi; brother yas knowengthe Nut» 


chc(le- 
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cheſſe their mother and the late wife ofthe Duke, made 
ſute ro the king for the bodies of the two brethren: 
which being denied , the mother expoſtulates bitterly 
with the king,acculing him of infidelitie, chargeth him 
with the breach of his oath, of his promile, of his agree. 
ment, putteth him in minde of the benefits, which he & 
his realme had receiued of the Duke, & alſo of his father, 
for which ſo great ingratitude and barbarous cruelrie, 
ſhe asketh vengeaunce of God vpon him and his, The 
king being moued with her bold ſpeech, commaundeth 
hertoprilon , And as ſhe was going away , Madame, 
(quoth he) be of good comfort , the ſame kind of dearh 
is happened to your ſonnethe Duke, that chauncedin 
timcs paſt to 1#/ius Ceſar : Who was killed in the Senate, 
But when the wite or widdow of the Duke, ſaw that ſhe 
could not obtaine her ſute of theking, ſhee lifting vp 
her eyes and handes to heauen, (hedding aboundance of 
teares,complaineth with a lamentable voyce, vppon the 
vacertaintic and vnconſtancy of humaine matters: that 
nothing was to be found any where certaine, but onely 
with God : who I hope (ſaith(he) asa moſt iuſt judge 
will not ſuffer me to dye (though nothing would bee 
more pleaſant co me, then to dye,and to enioy the com- 
pany of my moſt deare husband) vnrill I ſee ſo barba» 
rous and beaſtly a butchery of my Lord and husband 
reuenged, the like example whereof wasneuer heard 
before. And whenſhe had reckened vp his vertueand 
valour,and the great ſervice he had done to the king and 
his countrey , Is this, 6 king (ſayd the) the crowne of 
Lawre!l, which is due to them that regard not the dane 
ger of their eſtate, and of their life for the ſafetie of theit 
king? Is this the triumph that ought ro be grannredto 
him, who hath got oncly defended Fraunce from ftran- 


gers, 
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gers, byealſo hath often moment 
wholoeuer were enemies to his ? Then tur- 
ning to her husband : O my Lord(fayd ſhe) how 
and fortunate had I beene, if after thy prayers to 
God,chou haddeſt bin line, giping charge vppon thine 
enemies; thy death ia that ſort taken would wks 12H 
to me much moretollerable, nor would have wounded 
my minde fo greatly: ſo ſhould you alſo haue taken a- 
way all emulation from them , that enuic that honour, 
And after ſhe had reprehended his emulators, and ſer 
forth his merites : Yea, (ſaich ſhe) he had ſo great confi» 
dence in the king (but I would to God he had not done 
ſo) that he feared nottocome vnarmed to him, bei 
armed, of whom in ſteede of reward he was (laine. O 
how great a wickednelle is this,that he who hath ſo of+ 
ten defended the kings life , ſhould by the kings com; 
mandement haue his life taken from him ? That he who 
with ſo great perrill of his life & all his goods andpoſleſ- 
ions hath kept the crown vpon the kings head, thould 
be falſly ſuſpected to affect the crowne himſelfe,& with- 
out any kinde of law or iuſtice , without knowledge of 
the cauſe, ſo great a Prince ſhould be ſocruelly mur- 
dered ? O how great an iniurie is thisto him, that hath 
beſtowed all his care for the preſeruation of his coun- 
 trey.and (afcrie of the king ! Bur why do call bim king? 
ought he to becalled a king , who commaunded himto 
be murdered, in whom all his fclicitie and ſafetie conſi- 
ſted ? O my God,the moſt iſt reuenger of wicked attes, 
I fly vntothee, it is thy part roiudgeuſtly, ſuffer nor the 
wicked flaunders deuiſcd of his enemies, to darken the 
perpetvall glory of my husband , nor let not that villa- 
nous act committed vppon him remaine vnpuniſhed, 


Then ſhe ſpeakethto her kinsfolkesand friends z, will ye 
bchold 
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be extinguiſhed ſo quickly? V Vill ye,that T;asir wereals + 
wajes forſaken, dic at laſt withoutany hopeof revenge} 
VVill ye that the reuenge of ſo foule an att be/deferred = 
yntillctheſe my children, yer voydeof reaſon ; comets 
be men ? O my little ſonnesand daughters, how happy . / 
had ye been,if ſo ſoone as ye had bin borne, ye had pre- 
ſently changed life with death ? O king, do yourhinkej 
that they'be ſlaine, thar be yet alive? You haveraken 
the bread but of the hands of the lite ones : you would = 
haue buried the remembrance of an excellent Prince; 
in oblivion for ever : ye have in ſome ſort your delice, 
but the verigeance of God you ſhall not eſcape, neither | 
ſhalt fo barbarous an aCtigoe vypuniſhed ,, which your 
enemies doe dereft, and your friends bewaile, O King 
vvho will hereafrer belieue your? who will pur his irol 
jn you? ro whom will noryour fidelitic be ſuſpeted? 
Doe yon thinke that your friends 4» commend you for 
this your fat, eſpecially ſecing they lee your mouth 
ſpeakethone thing, & your hart thinkerh another ? Ag 
for my (ele (6 King) [ vvill not heereafter call you my 
king, but ye ſhall be in that place with me, as they vppon. 
yrhomrhe idzement of God will afſured!y fall, rhat 
whereas ye ought to have procecied widdowes and ofs 
phanes, ye hatie matte me a widow, and my children of» | 
phanes, by taking away the ile of my moſt deerely be» 
loved husband. Inthis mourning &lamemationot this 
ſorrowful Durcheſſe,in place of two brethren that were 
Naine, ſhe was delivered of two ſonnes , To theſe ex- 
rreame paſsions and miſerable eſtate, ambition and des 
fire of dominion brought the Duke of Guile and his 
ftiends, which not long atter coſt the king aiſo' — 
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and glory, he isſure nottoſtrikerhemarkehe ſhooterh 

at,any thing therather by that meanes | that is, telicitie, 

or Summum bonus , or ſoueraigne good, ſebn Tuſtinian 

of Genua, byzreaſon or cowerdli ler a abomet che 


great Turke emer into Conflaminople, vpon his pro+ 
miſe comake him king, And when Aahomet was 
intoche towne, he made yy = according to his 
wiſc,and after three dayes ; nie 
zajenc, vey ny ins — yeewort 'a 
med by no long theEmperounghe Patriarke, 
and almoſt all rhe Chriſtians in he rowne werecruellie 
flaine: and the Empreſle with her nobleſt Dam(cls led 
captiuc beforeAtabowet, and alter a thouſkedvilenich 
all cut in peecess; \ 
. Notwithſtanding that death is a thing nawrablie 
ſhunned of all men, yer ſome haue (0 thirſted after fame 
and glory, having no other meanesto attainetoit, but 
by committing ſome notorious wicked ſatt, baue vvil- 
fully luſt theyriimes, ro winnethat way fame afcer theyr 
dearh, Pauſanias deſirous of glory, aked Hermpcles how 
he might ſpeedily win fame; [frhou kil (quoth he)ſome 
famous man, for then his g| ok pews. abbr 9 nate; to-thee, 
VVherupon be wentto Pla ping ab Ee 

to Alexander the great, . that: vvas moſt famousman 
of his time, and flue him. The wafer pee, > Or 4a 
him ther burned che goodly Temple of Diane, which 


tor the ſumptugulacile of chebuldingandcurobty of of 
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.. TO maine] bel the ſe 
Nindes of the mrorkd: : who confeſſed to have doneix 
for no other cauſe , but to winfame, hoping him >. 1 | 
with the memory of the fat, ſhould be commended! W | 
poſtericie by writing,according tothe Poers ſaying: i 
99, TD AY mee carmins poſſunt, 'F 
Nall dies memaors V9s exImet ano. | 
Livie maketh the _—_— a Romaine, who was (0 
ambitious of glory an that he determined to ſex 
fire onthe trealure houſe, where che of Rome 
layd vptheirtreaſure. And being raken, tormented, and WW 
examined, hee confeſſed he had none other mear.ingin_ 
this wicked enterpriſe, bur that writers ſhould make * 
mention of him in their Chronicles. Bur the fame, x 
Petrarke (aith, we ſeeke after , is but winde or ſmoke, it - 
is a ſhadow, it is nothing. 'And though death deliug+ 
reth aman from therule of fortune, yet wherher for» | 
rune will or not, fame will follow vertue, as theſhadow” 
followeth a body. And therefore(ſaith he)embracever- 
rue whileſt thou liveſt , & famam innences in ſepalchre, 
andthou ſhalt findefamein thy yo And Dans __ e | 
In fama non ſivien ne ſottsc 
Sena la qual, chiſua vits conſumes, | 
Co tal weſtieio in terra eliſe laſcia, | s | 
Lual fume 1m acre, & in aqua la ſcinmas, 
The Duke of Alua SR. to be touched withthe 
like delire of vaine glory, when after he had expulſed the 
Prince of Orenge, with his army of Almaines out of the | 
Low countrey, and in ſome ſort pacified the tumules of 
the e , he ereQtieda ſtately & ſumptuous Trophee 
in the afile of Antwerp, for amonument, and perpe+ 
ruall-memorie of his attes donein the Low countrey, 
It was an Image of copper, repreſentingthe Duke him 
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morning , driving away the dar nheneiof night, ; 
with this title -:' Alexicacos £05 .: — 
worke, had many endo bethere« 
by ſignified: but few ornonecould rightly conjedure 
the Dukes meaning. Buttharglorious 21 

bim much envie and malice among the. people, afic 
was miſlikedof all men, & of theSpeiarde themſclues,... 
that he would reioyceand glory ſo muchin other mens” 
ealamicies, eo he vvas the author,and vvherein be 
ved thepartrather of atyrant, then imeem, 
0 long after, whettche Cirtizens of A - 
redrhed Caſtle, the people, as itvi 

acruelltyrant, chrevy Goeves and: 

Trophce, 


by icedewe he fhr chumplevofum niquirlg 
when beſides that of the Duke, ourownetime willaf 
ford vstoo many of them, that have ſought for glory 
ang fame by committing moſt notorious 2nd wicke | 
tates, though their prerence is zeale of religion 
ſome other » In theſe civil warres of Frauncy, 
Poltrat, fornone other cauſe, watching for 
to kill the old Duke of Guile , as hefay ar ſiegeof 
Orlcance,and tookea boateto| cethe river; Polrrotm 
one of his atrendants,nothing ſuſpected, diſcharged his 
piſtoll at him, charged with rwo orthree bullers, and 
wounded him to death. And as he fled being amaſed 
with the darkneſſe of the night,& partly with bo greats. 
neſſeof the fat, after he had wandered on horſebacks 
all thenightr, by that the day was ready to breake , hee 
was come to the Suburbes againe, and fell intorke 
watch of the Almaines ; where he was apprehended 
and afterward torne to peeces with foure horſes for his 
reward, 
The like murder was attempted, but notwith the 
like ſuccefſe, at this time, againſt the Prince of 
mchelow countrie by a Spaniard of Bilbo , called 10k 
Iaxrieo, This yong man ſerued a Marchant in Ant- 
werpe, a Spaniard likewiſe , And having determined 
to kill the Prince of Orenge, by a'l likelyhood ro winne 
fame (for to eſcape with hislite hee had no hope)” hee 
made choyce of the daie, in which the Duke of Alt 
fon being at Antwerpe, had appointed ro —— 
day of his natiuitie with iuſtes and rrium anda 
x Anke ſupper,rto which the Prince of Org 
the principall men of the citty were invited; For 
pole, ty laarigo had provided a little ſhorr'd 


and girding his dagger to him, after he had drunke 
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aboule of good wine, I goe (quorh her to one offi 
Y fellowes) - ING LR of a moſt cruell Ty- 
S rant, And thoughthe country-men peraduen- 

| pure thinke otherwiſe of it now , the time will come; 
that will allow what I intend to doe . And fo 
he gocth to the Princes houſe: And walking by the 
dore ofthe parlour, where the Prince dined, he watched 
for his comming foorth , And asthe Prince came togo 
into another chamber, this yong man-preſenteth to 
him a ſupplication, which as the Prince ſtayedto reade, 


he diſchargeth his dagge, and ſtriketh him vnder the 
.chinne , the bullet comming forth vnder his right care, 


And becauſe the Dagge being ouer-charged brake, 
B and ſtrake off his thombe, hee draweth his daggerto 
MW fiabbe himin; but Count Hollecke tooke the yong man 
BW about the middeſt with his armes , and Nayed him, 
BH whom the Princes followers preſently ſlue with 27, 
wounds , as it is reported, The Prince eſcaped this dan- 
ger, the wound thovgh it weregrieuous, notbeing 
MW mortall . The example of this yong manseuill ſucceſle, 
could not forewarne another, ſlirred vp with thelike 
dclire of glory and fame, to make the like attempe, 
- of (ſuch torce the delire of glorie is as the Poet 
th: 
Magnum iter eſcends, ſed dat mihi gloria wires, 
A Gentleman of Burgundie called Balrhoſar Se- 
racke, after hee vnderſtood that the king of Spaine 
had proclaimed the Prince of Orenge. a traytour, 
MY ſought for oportunitie to killthe Prince, VVhoſi 
| - egos ro doreies/ byte of me PE 
| arma his'proſperous ſucceſle, caringthe people, 
F thatwere Lars aye the wares, heeleft Antwerpe, and 
' Withdreyy himſelfe ro Delfe, A this timethe a 
| 2 
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Fenton died , vvhich-the Queene Mother(ignitied 
tothe Prince by her letters, and-made choiſe of this 
Balthaſer to bee the meilenger , becauſe hee was well 
knowen to the Prince , in whoſe Court he was ſeauen 
yeares brought vp. This man hauing deliuered his lettery 
and mellage, was conuerſant withthe gentlemen ofthe 
Princes Courr, ſeeking continually for oportunity to pur 
in execution,that he had long before determined, V Vhe 
he had recemed his diſpatch, & prepared ſpeedily to re- 
tarne into France (asit was thought) he had prouideda 
very good horſe, to ſtay for his comming withoutthe 
gats of thetowne ready tor him,whatſoeuer ſhould hap» 
pen, Abouttwo of the clocke inthe aſter noone, what 
time he thoughtthe Prince would riſe from dinner , he 
- returned tothe Court,and faining that he had forgotten | 
ſomething, he was without ſuſpitionlet in. He expeQteth 
the Princes comming foorth of the place where he dis 
ned; and offring to ſpeake to him, haung a piſtoll vndet 
his cloke , charged with three bullets, poyſoned and 
chained together, he diſcharged it at the Prince, and 
ſtrake him ſo deadly , that the Prince fell preſentlyto 
theground, and without any furthertime, but onely 
to (ay the Lords prayer , moving a little his lippes, 
ended his iife, His guard hearing the clap of the piſtol}, 
and perceiuing by Ss crie and noiſe ot his ſernants, 
that the P.ince was (laine, they ſought for the man 
that did the act : but hee in the meane time eſcaped 
through a ſtable, neare to the garden, and wasalinoft 
come tothe gate vt the towne to his horſe, when one of 
the Princes retinew , that was preſent when he was 
Nlaine, had overtaken kim, and wreſtled withhim, vmill 
others came & apprehended him, and led him ro priſon; 
And when he laiy that all meanes was taken from him. 
to 
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tocſcape, and no nor place! p y i 
ing all alide, he asked —_ whether the Prince 
| was dead; which when theyaffirmed , hee told them, 
that he was aſſured to die: but he reioyced very greatly 
that hee had done the thing, which he had"many yeares 
wiſhed might takeeffett , Andthereforethar he would 
take his death ioyfully and willingly, that hee had done 
the thing with ſo good ſucceſſe , whereof others before 
him had failed , with the loſle of their lives. No tor- 
ments covld make him to confeſſe, who ſet him on, 
to commin that murder , Bur hee conſtantly aun- 
{wered, that hee was moued thereto, by the perſwaſion 
of no Prince, or anie other man, bur of his owne 
accord and free will. But ſaid,thatdinerſecauſes excired 
him ro doe that aft. The firſt cauſe (he ſayd) was, that 
he bceleeued it was doneto the glorieof God ; becauſe 
the Prince was a profeſſed enemie to the Romiſh 
Catholike faith . The ſecond was, that to take away 
thelife froma moſt crucll enemic ofthe low countries, 
he knew would be beneficiall & profitable ro his coun- 
trie, to vvhich he ovved his life : vvhich all good men, 
and lovers of peace , would commend and allovv. And 
laſt of all , that he ſhould do notable ſeruicero the King 
of Spaine his maiſter: of vvhom neuertheleſſe he de- 
nied to be hired, or allured vvith any promiles or re- 
vards, to commir the murder, He proteſted that he no- 
thing repented him of the fact, but greatly reioyced thar 
bis enterpriſe had taken ſo good effect, and had ſucceſſe 
according to his deſire. Heſuffred all maner of corments 
vwith a vvonderfull patience, fo as he brakenot out into 
hovvlings,or cryings, or vveeping, or making moane & 
lamentations, asthe mander is, nor gane any ſigne of a 
troubled or diſmaicd mind, but conſtantly afhrmed, that 
R 3 It 
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« was -much better and moreprofitable ro the commari 
wealth, rhatrwo men (meaning the Prince & himſelfe) 
ſhould ſuffer violem death, then ſo many thouſands, 
| that by his meanes were broughtto their ende. The 
firſt night he was hanged vp ina kinde of torture, and 
ſcourged moſt grieuouſly fue times with roddes, be- 
fides other grieuous paines: and at laſthe was put ina 
vanne, his hands and feete being bound, and toſſed 
and downe that he might not fleepe. The dayes 
nights following he was _ vp againe in the in- 
ſtrument made tor torture, an hundred and fiſtie pound 


weight hanging at his toes, & diuerſly rormented; which 
he tooke with ({uch a ſtout and reſolute mind, that they. 
which tormented him, being drawne into admiration, 
and asking him how it cameto piſle,tha: he ſeemed not 
to be troubled with (o great torments: he anſwered that 
ic wasto be attributed to the prayers of the godly, Aﬀrer 
he had bin many times examined , & ſuffered many tor« 


tures,and newes brought him,that he was condemned, 
and muſt die; he with a joyfull countenance and'voice 
gaue God thanks, And when a Miniſter of the reformed 
relizion, was ſent to comfort him, hee would not heare 
him,butanſwered,that he knew weil inough in what f& 
uour he was with God, V Vhen he was broughttothe 
ſcaffold , the executioner putteth vpon his feete a paire 
of ſhoes, rudely made of drie leather , and n= his 
tcete betweene two iron plates burning hote, ſo were 
his feet parched , Then he plucked away the ſinews of 
his hippes, & armes, & pappes with a paire of tongs fire 
hore, & beateth him vpon the head with rhe piftoll that 
killed the Prince, Andlaſtof all he opened hisbreaſt,and 
being yet aline,plucked out his hart, & caſt irat his facey 
& boxyeiled &quarrered him, as the mane is, T his _ 
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the end of this glorious iſe: the murder of a no- 
table Prince, to the great griete & ſorrow of allthe peo- 
ple, of whom he was dearely loued, & tothe preiudice of 

the low Countries Common wealth : belidesthe loſle 
ot his life by cruell rorments, that comminted the faQ, 
with the hazard of his ſoule, if God were not mercifull 
vnto him, 
And what was it, as we may conieQuure, bur adeſire 
of vaine glory , that emboldened the poore Fryer, to 
. fo great an enterpriſe, to kill the late French King 
Henry the third? a moſt notorious and execrable mur- 
der of his annoynted Prince, that was of his owne' 
and their religion that ſet him on worke , Aﬀrer the 
death of the Duke of Guiſe, the Monkes and Fryers, 
and the reſt ot that rabble of Cloiſter-men were great-' 
ly incenſed againſt the King, and by all manner of 
meanes ſought his deftruQion. And when they could 
find no man among the temporalrie and lay men, that 
would conſent to {o vile an act , to murder his Prince, 
they ſearched diligently in theircloiſters and religious 
houſes, for one of their owne ſtampe, to ſerue their 
turne, And atlaſt they found a yong nouice of their 
owne for their purpoſe, called lames Clement, x Domi- 
nican Monke or Frier, about 22.yeare old, whonor paſt 
halfe a yeare before ſong his firſt Maſſe. This hare- 
braind fellow they percciued was a fit inſtrument to 
comit this vile murder of their king:him they perſwade 
with many reaſons , and faire promiſes of greatmatters 
_ tovndertake this enterpriſe; & put himin hope that he 
ſhould eſcape without danger , But if the worſt hap- 
pened, yet they afſured him tharhe ſhould becanoni- 
zed ſor a Saint, T his yong man atlength being ouer- 
come \ith their perſwaſions and ſubtull deviſes , nor 
R 4 conſidering 
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 con{dering ſufticiently che greatdanger both of his bo. 
dy and ſoule , gave his conſent and promiſe to kill the 
King, But afterward beeing pricked in conſcience, and 
doubtfull whether the matter were good, hee deſired to 
be ſatisfied by the Icſuigs (who in learning and vertue 
are in mens opinions preferred before all other orders) 
that his conſcience might be afſured of the goodneſle of 
this enterpriſe. And when the leſvites had put him ove 
of doubt, that the act was very honeſt, and meritorious 
for his ſoule, he was reſolute, His fauourers arenot a+ 
ſhamed to vvrite, thar as this Frier was won py de. 
uotion praying to God for the good ſuccefle of this 
meritor10us enterpriſe, an Angell came to him, and ſaid, 
Frier 14mes, riſe; & prepare thyſelfc ro attaine a crowne 
of Martyrdome. T hou ſhalt defend the Catholike reli- 
gion in Fraunce againſt all the perſecutors, and ſhalt kill 
the King himſeltc, that Jaboureth to deſtroy the ſame 
TEeiigion, And after acertaine time, when he had prayed 
and faſted (with great deuotion no doubt) he tooke his 
journey the twenticth day of luly, in the yrere one 
thouſand, five hundred , eyghtienine, from Paris to$, 
Clowes (which is about two leagues) vvhere the King 
lay with his Campe: having for his companion another 
young Frier like himſelte. | 
The next day in the morning, the Frier hating tolde 
the Kings ſcruaunts, that he had letters and a meſſagets 
deliuer to the King, he waspreſently, without any (uf- 
picion, brought into the Kings Chamber (fortheKing 
vvas better affected tothe Dommicans, then to any 0» 
ther order of Friers, and ſuftered them at all times ro 
have acceſſe to his preſence) and becauſe of the ſecrer- 
neſle of his meſſage, all other were commanded foorth. 
Then this hypoccite with great humilitie and dutie 
dcliue- 
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delivered his counterfeit lerrers , but thiscaytiffe. with a 
' knife, that was double poyſoned, ſtrooke at the King, 
thinking to haue thruſt him ro the hart . Bur the Ki 
perceiuing the blow comming, ſtrooke downe the Fri- 
ers hand, and receiued the wound in his belly , about 
the waſt, where the knife was left ſticking, TheKing 
drew foorth the knife our of his body, and turning him- 
ſelferothe Frier, thruſt him intotheface, rue his 
body had beene armed. The Gentlemen withour, hea- 
ring the noyſe within, ranneintothechamber, and be- 
hoiding what was doone, after the Kings counſell had 
examined the Frier , they fell vpon him and ſlue him: 
and caſt the other Frier that Novod without , head-long 
into the river, and drowned him , The day following 
his carkaſle was torne in peeces with wild horſes, &rhe 
king died after midnight. 

And that it may the better appeare what dangerous 
and horrible effects this ambitious humour and delireto 
| maintainethem,, and the reputation of the high digni- 
ties and glorious eſtate, thar are poſſeſſed of them, wor- 
keth, itſhall not be impertinent ro the marter to ſhew 
ſome part of the proceedings of Pope S:ixtws afterthe 
French kings death, whereot he was taken for the prin- 
cipall author , V Vhereby we ſhall perceive how farre 
they are decciued, that thinkefelicitie to conliſt in ho- 
nourable and glorious eſtate, when the ſame ſhall ſo 
blind and corrupt the minde of the principall Prelate, 
that arrogateth to himſelfe ſuch high titles and holines, 
and authoritic over all, as ro conſpire with traytours, to 
excite a Monk or Frier trecherouſly to lay yiolenthands 
vppon his annoymted King; and contrarietoall hyma- 
nitie and Chriſtianitie,to v1 2nd exalt the fait aboue 


the skics, whercin hee forgot this good ſentence: Pec- 
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TIS, 24 quam fecit, patrocinis defens. 
fronis adiangit. 

VVhennewes cameto Rome of the kings murder, ' 
whereas all men were amazed & aſtonied at ſo horrible 
a fact,the like vvhereof was neuer heard before, lamen- 
ted of thouſands by infinite ſtreames of teares, Pope Six. 
tr, nothing diſſembling his ioy and gladneſfle, made all 
Rometriumph and reioyce with bim, with all manner 
of pleaſures and paſtimes: And the Pope himlſelte aſlem- 
bleth the Cardinals & others of his retinue in the Con» 
ſiſtorie, ro hcare him preach, The argument of his Ser» 
mon was, thatthe wicked & trayterous Frier that murs 
deced this King, ſhould be canonized a Saint: and that 
his praiſe and commendations for ſo woorthy an aQ, 
ought to be exalted aboue the skyes , And becauſe he 
waz not ignorant that it was of great moment tothe ſet- 
tin2 foorth of a notable att, it it were compared vvith 
ſuch, as were mol! woorthy of commendation: and fin» 
ding none of all choſe heroicall and glorious acts of fa- 
mous men that are regiſtred in hiſtories of antiquine, 
worthy to be compared with this, he bringeth his com+ 
pariſon from G O D himſclfe, He feared not (which a 
man may tremble to report) to compare the murder of 
this Chriſtian king, by the treaſon of a Monke or Frier, 
with the worke ot the creation of the vvorld, and allo 

With the incarnation of Chriſt, and with the other my- 
ſeries of our (aluation, In the ſecond part of his Ser- 
mon, he defameth and (laundereththe King, whom b 
his wicked counſell hee had cauſed to be killed mo 
ſhamefully and ignominioully , pronouncing him dam- 
ned, whom not long before, for his ſinguler godlineſſe, 
he exalted with his prayſes vp to the heauen,calling him 
ſoanc,aad the moſt Chriſtian King, And allthis pou 
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and much more he like effet, with ſuchb 
and rancor, that it is calily ſeene what monſtrous minds 
many of them carry, that are ouercome & blinded with 
paſsion of ambition, and vnſariable defireto aſpire, and 
maintainetheir eſtate in honour and glory, 

The manners of theſe ambitious Popes, bringethto 
my remembrance a ſtory of a Spaniſh Prieſt, that inthe 
rebellion in Caſtile agamſt the Em and King of 
Spaine Charles the fiſt, every Sonday for the ſpace of 3, 
weekes, recommended to the prayers of his Pariſhio« 
ners, among other things, the viurped king,& captaine 
of therebels,called 19hn of Padilia, and the Queene his 
wiſe: For of a truth (ſaid he) theſe be the rruekings, all 
the reſt before were tyrants, Ir chanced ſhortly after, 
that 70hn of Padiliapalled that way with his Army, and 
the ſouldiers that lodyed in the Prieſts houſe, entiſcd a- 
way his woman;dranke vp his wine,killed his hennes, 6 
eatevphis bacon. The Sonday following, the prieſt bee- 
mg angry with his lofle, faid'inthe ſame church: It is nor 
vnknown vntoyou (my brethren) how Jobwof Padilie 
_ this way,& how his ſouldiers haue left meneuer a 
zen, have caten me a flitch of bacon, have drunk our my 
wine; I ſaythar henceforth ye ſhall not pray to God for 
him, but for king Charles,and for our Lady queene Jane, 
(for they be the true princes) &let theſe ſirange kings go 
tothe denil, Thelike maners the Popes havealong time 
vied, onedaytoeſtabliſh _ , another day to depoſe 
them, net becauſethey did take away their Bacon , bur 
their vſurped authoritie: nor for that they enticed away 
their woman, but becauſe they enticed &allured men to 
leave them and their vaine traditions, ro folloyy Chriſt 
and his Goſpell , and many times, for cauſes of much. 
keſle importance , as appeared by this lamentabie _ - 
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ple of thislate French King and others : and vvhen they 
incend to perſecute any King by their Buls, og by the 
ſvwword, or by ſometreachery, their pretence (ſhould + 
be zeale and loue tothe common wealth , which they ? 
would bewaile with ſighes & ſorrowtull lamentationg, 
likethe Lady CA arie de Padilia, that ſtale forth the plate 
of the Churchof Toledo. T his Lady in the rebellion of 
Caſtile againſt the Emperour Cherles the fitt , where» 
of ſhe was one of the principall authors, lacking money 
to pay the ſouldiers (rebels) entred into the Church, 
kneeling & holding vp her hands, couered with blacke, 
knocking her breaſt, weeping & ſobbing with two bur. 
ning torches before her : And atter this manner in great 
ſorrow and deuotion , committed a nutable ſacriledge, 
and did take away the plate out of the _ OI Ire» 
ſure houſe, Euen ſo did Pope Sixtw,and thereſt ofthem 
that haue vndertaken the like enterpriſe, firſt bewaile 
with great ſorrow the ſtate of Fraunce, and then exci- 
red his owne people trecherouſly ro murder their an- 
nointed king . A moſt happy man wasthis French ki 
that deſcrued to be murdered with fo great zeale ns. 
devotion. V Vhen men intend a miſchiete,they go wil- 
lingly ro commit a murder, andlament when they goto 
be hanged, but the Pope contrariwiſe did lament when 
he was about to kill , & peraduenture would haue gone 
merily to execution, 

No man could giue a better cenſure vpon the vani- 
ties of this world, then Sa/omen, not onely by his ſingu» 
lar wiſedome, wherewith God had cndued him, but als 
ſo by his experience, who was the richeſt king of the 
world , and abounded lo exceedingly in glory andproe 
(peritie, and in all thoſe things that giueth delight and 
pleaſure , which mea (o greatly deſire and eſteeme for 
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appineſſe in this life, that allthe Kings 
fired to ſee his face, tor his wiſedome and renowned fe- 
licitie. I haue beene (faith hee) king of Iſraell in leruſa- 
lem, and purpoſed with my ſelfe to ſecke out by vviſe- 
dome all things : and I haue ſeene that all things vnder 
the Sunne, are meere vanities and atflictions of ſpirit, 1 
faid in my hart, I will goe and aboundin delights, andin 
euery pleaſurethat may be had , and [ ſaw that this was 
alſo vanitie: I rooke great workes in hand, builded hou- 
ſes to my ſelfe, planted vineyards, made orchards & gar- 
dens,and beſct them with all kinde of trees: I made me 
fiſh-ponds to water my trees: I poſleſſed ſeruaunts and 
handmaids, and had a great family , -with heards of cat- 
rell, aboue any that cuer werebefore me in Teruſalem ? I 
gathered together gold and (iluer , the riches of Kings 
and provinces: I appointed to my ſelfe {1ngers , bot 
menand women, whicharethe delights of the children 
of men, fine cups alſo to drinke wine wichall, and what- 
ſoeuer mineeyes did delire, I denied it not vntothem : 
Neyther did | let my hart from vſing any pleaſure, to: 
delight it {clic in theſe things which I prepared. And 
when I turned my (elfe to ail that my hands had made, 
andto all the labours wherein I had taken ſuch paines 


and (wear, I ſaw in them all vanitic and affliction of the 


minde, This was the iudgement of Sa/omon , which he 
had gathered,nut onely out of his owne wiſedome,and' 
out of the obſernation of the courſe of other mens 


lives, but by his owne experience, that ſo fully did en- 


oy and poſleſſe theſe goodly things which men haueug 


ſuch admiration,as nener any man more. And when he*” 
had the fruition and vſe of all theſe things to the full,and: 


many more,whercof rhe Scripture maketh mention, he 
pronounced neucrtheleſle at laſt this ſentence of them 


ofthe earth de 
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all : F anit 4s vanitetum cr ommnis vanites , vanitieof vani! 
ties, and all is vanitic . V Vhat reaſon have men then to 
haue worldly wealth and pleaſures in ſuch eſtimation, 
when this wiſe & mighty Prince, hauing taſted of them 
fully, and ſeene and perceiued vvhat goodnefle waxin 
them, accounted them nothing but vanitie. It is truly 
ſaid, that ambition is the beaſtly nurſe of couerouſneſle, 
and both they in theſe daies, creepe in vnder a forme & 
manner of (eueritic: ſothat rhe man which deſireth po. 
wer, muſt needes be an cuill maintainer of iuſtice , and 
he that thirſterh after glory , runneth ſpeedily into ati. 
ons of injuricand oppreſsion. And therefore who aſpi- 
rethto glory,and hunts atter prayſe of wicked men, muſt 
of neceſsitic be like them. Honorablehonour conliſterh 
not inthe dignities we poſſeſle, bur rather in the good 
workes, by which we deſcruethem., More honourable 
js hethat deſerneth honour and hath it not, then he that 
poſleſſeth it, and deſerueth itnot, 
But ſuch is the vanitic of men, ro hunt after glory 
in vaine things. If they want worldly wealth and ho- 
nourable oadſoro plory in, they will hnde out ſome 0+ 
ther thing : they wil rake occaſion to glory eyther inthe 
nobilitie of rheir blood, or in the forme and beaurieof 
the body, or elſe in gorgeous apparell, and nevy fangled 
faſhions : or if all theſe tayie, they will not ler to glorie 
in the delights they hauec taken inthe vile pleaſures of 
the fleſh. And what cauſe isthereto glory ſo muchin 
honourable eſtate, as though it were duc to nobilitieof 


' blood, when the baſeſt men of the world have attained 


to the higheſt dignitics ? 

Veriat a Portingall, was the ſonne of an Heardman, & 
in his youth holpe his father to keepe ſheepe , and after 
was aplow-man, but carrying alofiic mind, he left _ 
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baſetrade, and became a hunter of wilde beaſts. 
whenthe Romaines came intothat country, hee zfſem- 
bled his companions together, &wpald ofren skirmiſh 
withthem, and at laſt hee grew ſo valiant and expert in 
armes, and had gorten ſuch a reputation, thathe garhe- 
red together a (ufficient army , and becamethe princi- 
pall manof his country , which he detcnded from the 
Romaines foureteene or fifteene yeeres, in whichtime 
he wan many notable victories. 

The great Tamberlane was a peaſants ſonne, and kept 
catrell: who perſwading five hundred ſhepheards his 
companions to ſell their cattell, and berakerhEroarmes, 
they watched the high wayes, & robbed the Marchants 
of that country; which when the King of Perſia vnder- 
ſtood, he ſent athouſand horſemen to diſcomfitethem. 
But Tamberlane (o handled the matter, that of enemies. 
he madethem his fnends, and joyning their forces ro- 
gether,they did notable feares of armes, And taking oc- 
calion by theciuill warres berweene the King of Perſia 
and his brother, he ſubdued that countrey, and made 
warre againſt BaizZet Emperour ofthe Thrkes,, whom 
he overcame in bartell, and tooke him priſoner, He wan 
allo great victories vpon the Soldan of Egypt, and vpon- 
the king of Arabia, And-ſo became one of the moſt fa» 
mous and mighty Princes of the world. 

Arſaces king of the Parthians, was of ſo baſea ſtock, 
that his parents could not be knowne,, Yet he gor ſuch 
a reputation by his vertue, that his ſucceſſors were cal- 
led Arſacides, as the Emperours of Rome were called 
Caeſars, of Auguſins Ceſar, Pertinax the Emperour of 
Rome, was the ſonne of anartificer, whoſe grandfather 
was a (lauc, Yalentinian the Emperour , was alſothe 


lonne of a crafte-sman , The Emperour M—— a 
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Qur apexwo: rethren borncin an Iland in the Eeuvant 
ſea, Ealled Horaciys, and Hariadenns, of baſc eſtate and 
parentage,of Pirars firſt in one galley, and aſter jioynings. 
mereavith them, became kings of Algier, In the ſame 
pe all0 Draget-of hike condition, being aPirat , became 
«, King of Tripolic. The Soldan of Cayer waschoſen out 
an of che Mamalukes , tv which dignitie none could aſs 
end; except firſt he had been a ſlaue, and arenegare 
*.-Chriftian: ſo that afterward h&commaunded abſolutely 
in Egvpt,andSoria, Divers other Emperours and Kings, 
& men oPhonovurable eſtate were deſcended of the like® 
baſcneſle of parentage , which for breuicies lake | omit; 
And if we ſhquld examine ſpirituall dignities, we (hall 
finderhe like accidents inthe Church., Pope Necholat: 
the firſt, was deſcended of (o bafe paremage,that his Fas 
thee nd mother were faine to-goe vp and downeto ell. 
pullets and egges. Pope /ebn therwo and twentieth, 
Grezorie the leauenth, and divers other Popes , which L 


wall 
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"Y willpaſe over, were very baſelydeſcended. 7 
Y amplcs ſeeme to confirme Plators n, thateuery 
king commeth of a ſlave, andeveryſſaveof a king, And 
this was a ſtrange thing, which happened not long 
fince in Munſter, a principall rowne in V Veſtphalia, 
where a butcher being retired from his c ' a$ an 
exile, called 7ohy of Leydew, was proclaimed king, and 
was (crued & obeyed of all the people, vnrill the rowne 
was taken , which was defended for the ſpace of three 
yeares , But why ſhould men glory ſo much in high di- 
gnities and honorable eſtate\, whether they haue artai- 
nedthe ſameby their owne vertue, or by their parents, 
54a matter in their opinion proper to their ſex, when 
there hath not been ſo high a dignitie or honorable e- 
ſtate, how great ſocuer, that hath beenegotten by the 
vertue and valour of any man, bur by the ſameverme 
thelike hath beene gotten and kept by women : whom 
weſeeme ro have m contempt, as inſufhcient and vn- 
worthy to atchieve ſo great marters, in reſpeQof the 0- 
pinion we have of our ſclues , Our of agreat many ex- 
amples we will draw forth a few. | 

The Scithians were a warlike people, by the report 
of many hiſtories, and were ſometime gouerned by two 
kings, But as the maner of men isnot to endure a copar- 
tener in ſupreme gouernment, theſe jj. kings fell into diſ- 
ſention , and after ciuill warres had continued acertaine 
time, the partie vanquiſhed with his adherents , were 
inforced to forſake their owne countrey , and to plant 
- If themſelues neare the frontiers of Cappadocia vppon 
If fheriver called Thermodon : which countrey they poſ- 
ſeed certaine yeares in deſpight of the inhabitants, 
But in proceſle of time, the people of that countrey, fin- 


ding themſeluesgrieued with their gouernement, con- 
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;ced ſecretly againſt the Scithians, and put them alltg 
_ theſword, This newes was ſo grieuous to their wines, 

that were left behind in their owne countrey, that they 
deiermined to arme themſelues like men, & to revenge 
their husbands death, And that the fortune of them all 
might be equall, and the ſorrow common, they ſluethe 
| husbands of them that remained behind , when the 0. 
thers departed our of their countrey. They chole two 
Queenes among them, to whoſe governement,, they 
ſubmitted chemſclues , and: aſſembling rthemſeclues to« 
oether , they forſooke their owne habitations, andlike 
men of warre marched roward their cnemies coumrrey, 
who +74 + 1apany, Saa they were women , madeof 
them litle account, By meanes whereof being vnproui- 
ded to make ſuch reſiſtance as was neceſſary, they were 
all put to the ſword, and their countrey poſleſſed and 
inhabired by theſe women : which were called. Ames 
Zones, becauſe they had acuſtome to cut off their right 
pappes, that they might not be any impediment to their 
ſhooting , being much giuen to archerie , a principal 
weapon among them , T heſe Amazones made conqueſt 
of many countries, and for their valour and prowellein 
armes, they became the moſt famous people of the 
world. And that their name might nor periſh for want of 
iſſue, they agreed to marry with certaine of their ncighy 
bours, vpon this condition, thatthey ſhould cometos 
certaine place,& time appointed, &there ſtay with them 
ccrtaine daies, vntill they found them(clucs with child 
and then to returne home to their houſes againe : and 
the daughters that they brought forth ſhould bee 
brought vp with them, in featesof armes, & other manly 
exerciſes ; the boyes ſhould be ſent totheic fathers, And 
xf they chanced to detaine any of them, they wouldſs 
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' mangle and maimethem, that they ſhould be aſogether 
vnh for the warrs,and ſerue tono other vſe,but ro ſpin, 
androdothe worke of women , Sizardking of Suecia 
made warre vpon the king of Norwey 
him, & rooke from him his kingdome: and laying aſide 
all modeſty, letlooſe the reynes of his intemperate lnft, 
and deflowred all thenoble women of the kings, that he 
had raken, The yong king of Denmarke raiſed a 
toaidethe Norwegians,ahd to deliver them from fo ig- 
nominious a ſeruitude, wt.o being inthe field with his 
army, there commeth ro joyne with him, a company of 
noble and gemtlewomen, excellently well armed,that ci- 
ther had ſuffered, or elſe fearedthey ſhould ſuffer injury: 
The bartell grevy verie hote, and a great ſlavughteron 
both ſides, when the women charged the Tyrant with 
ſuch vertue and valour, that they (lue him , and by aff 
mens confeſsion, were the only cauſe of the victory, In 
the warres betweene the Suecians, Gorhes, and Danes, 
there were two notable women, expert and valiant ſoul. 
diers in the army,called Hethe, and Yiſne,one being the 
chiefe Capraine, the other being Standerd-bearer 
Whoſe nigh hand was ſtricken off in the fight,by the va- 
line Champion Srarchater, And in ſea matters alſo wo- 
men haue bin nothing inferiour to men, Alai/da avirgine 
gathered together certaine yong maydes, and exerciſed 
piracie in the North parts, where ſhe archicued grear 
matters, for the which ſhee is pr gon in Chronicles 
to perpetuall memorie. Many of theſe examples may 
beproduced our of hiſtories, of the excelleney of wo- 
men : and among the reſt of Amalaſuents, daughterto 
Theodericus king of the Gothes, whoſe verrues are exal- 
ted abonethe skies, About three yeares paſt, therewas a 


Gentlewoman ſlaine at the ſiege. of a'Caſtle in'Gelder- 


C2 land 


, and overcame 1b. Adeg. 
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land, who had ſerued the States in the warres, az g 
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ſouldicr, in the habite of a man many yeares, VVhen 1! 
ng abroad to doe ſome exploit, none 


there was any goi 
was more forwar 


F then ſhee, nor. more valiant and 


hardie in-fight, Shee was not knowen'to be a woman 
of thoſe that were moſt familiar with her, vnrill ſhe was 
dead , And if we ſhould cite examples of learning, we 
ſhall find them in thisalſo, nothing inferiour to men, 
Among which number was Zeexcia., a woman of fuch 
excellent learning 


the greateſt Philoſopher of histime , reproving him of 


, that ſhe wrote againſt Theophraſtus, 


many faults in Philoſopy, And Corinna was of ſuch ex- 
cellent learning,that ſhe contended often with Pindargy 


at Thebes in verlifying, and fwerimes wanthe victory; 
Aretha was fo excellently well learned, that ſhe read 


openly. in the Scholes of Athens, naturall and mo- 
rall Philulopic, five and rwentie yeares, She made 


fortie bookes: She had an hundred Philoſophers i9 


{cholers, 


Semiramsus Que 
nas her husband, by whom ſhe had a ſonne, not then at 
mans eſtate, fearing how ſo many nations ſhould bee 
gouerned by a boy , and doubtingalſo how ſhe ſtould | 
be obeyed, if (hee ſhould take vppon her the gonerte 
ment, being a woman, ſhee fayned her (clfe tro be her 


ſonne, who in lincaments of face and ſtature of perl 


her 
enc of Aſſyria, aftcr the death of Nk 


o : 


did ſorclemble une another, that hardly any difference 
could be percciucd , She apparelled him like a womany 
and her (elfe like aman, that the one might be take 
for the other, Andin this ſort gs che monar- 


chie of the Aſsirians,not onely d 


ending the countries 


left by ber husband , but increaling by conqueſt mare 
naionsto them, the (pace of many yearcs,, But Theods: 


ka 
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F f-nothing fearing to ſhewherſelfeas ſhe was, without 


counterfeiting another ſex , after the dearh of her huf- 
band & brother, handled the matter with fuch prudence 
tha ſhe became Empreſſe, & governed with oh fare 
in peace and proſperitie during her life, Zen2oi4queene 
of Palmires, a woman endued with ſinguler vertne, 
after the death of her husband gouerncd the Eaft parts 
of the RomaineEmpire many yeeres, in deſpighe' 'Ca- 
lienus and Claudius his ſucceflors, Emperours of Rome ; 
making warre at ſome one time vppon the Perſians, on 
the one (ide, and defending her territories fro the R6- 
mane Emperouryon the other fide, =_ 
Burforaſmuch as inſtice is the proper office of aprince,' 
whoſe end after Socrates, isro bring hk people to felici- 
tie,and ſceing authoritie and maieſhe in aPrince of all 0-" 
ther things 1s chiefely to be reſpeQted, as a ſinguler 


ift of God, which is gorren eſpecially by theſe foure 


things, by wiſedome, vertue, felicitie, and love of the 


people; what need we ſeek for examples ſo far of, when 
we have at this pr&ent a virgine Queene, not onelie 
equall ro any of them, bur comparable alſo to the moſt 
renowned kings that haue been in any age? whether ye 
reſpect herrare gyſrs of nature, multipliedby induſtrie, 
or her honourable reputation gotten among forraine 
Princes and nations, by her ſinguler vertue and vviſc- 
dome, or the long continuance of her floriſhing raigne, 
md of the peaceable and happy eſtate, with che duirifull 
lobe & obedience of her ſu1bieCts ; who by het wile and” 
liticke gouernment in ſoperillousarime, thatthe hire 
burning round about, yer by Gods goodnes, & her pro- 
vidence, feele nor ſo much as the hear of the flame: ſuch 
#Queene I ſfay,asperformeth not anly the part of a good 
[Wor,in the gonernmem of her owneſhip, but Nandeth 
I} as 
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252 lanterne,in the high tower of Pharos, by whoſe 
1 $78 roger Of round MP re thi 
tempeſtuous time, cſcape the dangerousrockst 
ly threaten their ſubucrſion, and direQ their —_— 
lafe port , That hath not taken occaſion by her neigh» 
bovrs diſſention and troubles (after the vſuall manner 
of Princes) to enlarge her territories and dominiongs, 
which ſhee might haue done, to her great advantage, 
Burt contrarywiſe to her grtear charge and expence, 
and rothcir great benefit , ſhe hath aſviſted & proteQted 
the opprelled in their iuſt cauſes : whoſe forces have 
danted thepride of mighty Princes her enemies: whoſe 
fame hath beenc carricd round about the world, ang 
will no doubt bee regiſtred to perperuall memoriein 
ſtrange countries, as trophes of her vertue, 

O nimium dilette Deo, cui militat ather, 

Et coniuralt veniual ad claſtica venti, | 
To what Prince in the world couldtheſe verſes be more 
aptly applyed , then ro her Maieſtic , that were wrimen 
by Clandian the Poet, in commendation: ofthe felici 
tic of Theodofiue the Emperour ? Bur leaſt in going a 
bour to particulate the prayſes of this noble Queene, 
and paragon of Princes, my gracious Soucraigne , ac= 
cording to the worthineſle of her talent , I.ſhuuld doe 
as they that ofer ro ſhew the light of the Sumane withs 
candle; the brightneſle of her worthy. and heroicall als 
& verrues ſhining morecleare tothe world, then I am. 
able with words to ſctthemforth , I will conclude het 
commendagtons with this Daniſh verſe: y. 

FVincit opus famam, nec ſerms ſuppetit als, | 

And what cauſe hauc we to glorie in the nobility of 
our bloud , when we come by it bythe verrueof out; 
parents 2 For the firſt nobilitic had. his beginning, er 
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ſome. verruous att or ſeruice doneto his is 
for his worthineſſe mhennncrateeiſes: 


ennoblized , and had in eftimation abouethereft! 
Vhich tirle for his ſake deſcended to his poſterity, avir 
were by inheritance , Soasthe praiſe and glory of nobi- 
litie of bloud h to the parents, and nottothe 
children, the memorie of whoſe vertute and worthineſſe 
many times are notes and markesof the degeneration of 
their poſteritie , For ſeldome it » that of a 
fingular man commeth a ſingular ſonne, One faith: No- 
bilum liberi, piacula mandi, thechildren of che nobility, 
ace ſacrifices of the world. Cicers taking occaſion to re- 

hend Catiline , by comparing the antiquitie of his 
bioug with the oreamneſſe of his vices, ſayeth ; He was 
not mÞvre famous by the nobilitic of his parents, then 
ignominious by his notorious vices, 

N on cenſus, non clarum nomen anorum, 

Sed probitas magnos ingeniumgue facit. 

Oſor1us pan of a ſtrange cuſtome they haue in 
the Indies, which ſheweth the reſpeQ they a as no- 
bilitie; Mariageis forbidden their nobility, becauſe they 
ſhall hauetiolet tofollow the warrs: but L ——— 
may haue as many as they liſt, ſo they be likewiſe of the 
nobility, The like libertic is giuen tothe noble woman. 
But if any noble man or woman, haueany carnal! know- 
ledge of any other then of the nobility, he or ſhe is thruſt 
through with the ſwords of other noble men, 

He that deſireth true nobility  lethim ndenoureo 
ennobliſe himſelfe by his owne vereues,& not by his pa- 
rcntage: that he may anſwer as Anacharſu the Philoſo- 
pher did to one , that glorying becauſe he was bornein 
the famous cittie of Athens , obieQted ro Averharſit in 
diſgrace, that hee wasa Scithian , which vyas a barba- 
S 4 rous 
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rops countrey in reſpect of Greece, It ts true (quoth he) 
that lam a Scithian, and thou a Grecian; butthy coun; 
trey giuech honour to thee , and I giue honourto my 
countrey . Oras Cicero anſwered a Romaine, that de 
manded, why he that diſcended of ruſticall ploughmen 
would compare with him, that was of the nobilitie 
of Rome 2 I contefle (ſaide Creero) that thou art de- 
ſcended of noble. Romaine magiſtrates , and I come 
trom poore ploughmen , Bur chou canſ not deny that 
cogether with this, all thy linage is ended inthee, and 
all mine beginneth in me, The vncertainty of gentiliry 
was rightly eſpied by him, that ſaid ; once inan hundred 
yeares from the plough to the ſpeare, and fromthe 
ſpeare to the plough againe . A matter of (mall glory, 
that is ſubject ro ſuch mutability, V Vhich was well cons 
fidered of /o0b, when he wrotetheſe words, I fayd ro my 
rottenneſle, thou art my father,and vnto wormes,ye are 
my mother and liſters, 

He that by his baſe conditions and manners deſerueth 
nothing, may be rather aſhamed to ſceke credit by high 
tiles X his aunceſtours, then to accumulate glory to 
himſelſeby their vertves, and nobility ; & oughtrather 
to be raken for a monſter , thena man, that chalengeth 
nobility by deſcent without verrtue. And by how much 
the more renowned is the fathers life, ſo much the more 
ought to bee acculcd the Childcensnegligence, as the 
Poet ſaith : 

Ss licet ingenunts, clariſque parentibus ortus, 

Eſſe tamen vel ſic beſtta magna potes, 
Let the French king and Queene (ſaith one) be thy pa+ 
rents,& it there be no vertue im thy mind, I will eſteeme 
thee no more, then it thou hadſt a husband man to thy 


tather, & acountry womanto thy mother. For ſo mo 
t 
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the greater aman is ineſtare and dignitie,' ſo muchrthe 
morc - apparant--and vnſeemely his: vices 2re © And 
though his anceſtours leaue hint high titles, gtear ri» 
chcs,, and polle(sions\, yer: very hide: dorh hee inherice 
that doth not inherite his anceſtors vertues.; Cicero wri- 
ting to his friend fdefrewry(aithytharthe Romains did ne- 
wer admit or conſent to entitle them with the name of 
knight or gentleman that could gather much riches, bur 
fuch as had binat the viQory of many bartels, Oftheſe 
men God (pakeby the Prophet; they are made abhomi- 
nable,cuen asthethings they loue: Their glory is from 
their nativity, fromthe belly, and fromtheconception. 
Chriſt viterly confounded this vanitic, when he deſcen- 
ded himſclfe of rhe greateſt nobility that cuer was inthis 
world,and belides the, being the (on of God, yetcalled 
hee comonly himſelferhe ſonne of manzthar is to ſay,ot 
the virgine Mary (for otherwiſehe was no ſon of man.) 
He ſought not for, honorableritles of antiquitie (as we 
viero do) 16 furniſhhis ſtile, bue called himſelfe a ſhep- 
heard,a baſe name, and of contemptin the world. And 
when he was co make a king firſt in Iſraell, he ſought nor 
out the auncjenteſt bloud, but trovke Sewle, of the baſeſt 
tribe in all Iſracll; & after him , Dawidthe pooreſt (h 
heard of all his brethren . And when beecameintothe 
wor'd, he ſought not out the nobleſt mento make his A- 
poſtles, but tooke the pooreſt & limpleſt ; therby(as ſce- 
meth to ſome) to confound-rhe Potith vanity of this 
world, that giueth ſuchapreheminenceto fleſh & bloud 
that muſt be caten with wormes & fall roduſt, Meximili- 
antoonethat defired him to makehuma noble man an(- 
wered; I can make you rich,bur vertueonly giucthnobi- 
lity. But if nobility or gentility of bloud be 1oyned with 
vertue & humiliry of mind,it is athing worthy to be had 
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ofhisowne 
nobility,neit 
ing honors ioynedro vertue, asthebrierisrotheroſe; 
And though all other things hang vpon fortune (as we 
vſero ſpeake) yet true nobility dependeth vpon vertue; 
Nobility of parentage (ſaith Heroaren)isnothing, except 
nobiliry of maners & curteſiebeioyned with it, V Vhen 
Demetrius Phalerius heard that the Athenians had de- 
faced andcaſt down his images, which they had ſet vp; 
Bur (quoth he) chey haue not overthrowne my vertue, 
for which they ſerthem vp before, So that except no« 
bilitic of bloud be toyned with nobilicic of vertue, 'it is 
bur vanitie, and of none account. For vertue is a noble- 
neſſe of the minde, and not borrowed of parentage;and 
therefore more exccllent then nobilitic of bloud : as the 
Poerrightlie ſaith - 

Felix quem virtus eeneroſa exernat anorum,cy 

Lui virtute ſuis adiicit rpſe decus, 

And whar vanity is ic to glory inthe forme or beau- 
ty of the fleſh, that asa lowre in Miie, ſhewcth it ſelfe 
to day , & to morrow withereth away,and rerurnethto 
the earth againe, from whence it came ? Vaine is beauty 


ſaith the wiſeman,and deceiueable is the grace of coon- 


cenance, Hiſtories both divine and profane arc fultof 

many miſchiefes that beautie hath 

Beauicis compared by holy men , co apainted _— 
t 


can his honour beraken from him, ſee: 


hr co men... 
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that is faire withour, & full of poiſon within, Burt whae 
eſtimation ſhould wee haue ot that which a littleſcratch 
or skarre disfigureth, a ſhore ſickneſle altereth, a ſmalb 
blemih diſgracerh, a few yeeres witherethand wrinck + 
ſeth? To all theſe, & a great many more, the moſt beau- 
tifull face that hath been is ſubieQt . The Prophet com- 
paretha man to a ſhadow, that isnothing bur an appea- 
rance, which decciueth the fight: a-falſe figure with- 
out ſubſlance, which ſometime ſheweth great, by and. 
by little. So happeneth it to a man, which ſometime ſee-: 
meth co be great,and yet he is nothing: bur-when he is: 
liſted vp on high , and placed inthe higheſt degree of: 
honour,cuen then he periſheth ſuddenly , and no man 
knoweth what is become of him: no otherwiſe then a. 
ſhadow, whenight is come, Likewiſe the Plalmiſt ſaith, 
I aw the wicked: man mighty and flouriſhing like # 
ene bay tree, & I paſſed by him, and he wasno more' 
e; Lſought.for him, bu - was not to be found, 
Likewiſe the glory wee taken apparell, is. 
vame,yea and —_ fooliſh then the ref The wiſe man 
aich : Seerhou neuer glory in apparell; And yerwhere- 
in doe men that arc able to haucit, rake more pleaſure 
or pride,then in gay apparell, which was deviſed to co- 
uer our (hame of nakednes, andother infirmiries con- 
mctedby the fall of ourhfrſt parent Adam? And that 
which was inuented for our neceſsitic, snow vſed for 
pride and glorie, V Ve rob almoſtallthe creatures inthe: 
world to deck our bodies withall, Neither ace they ſuf 
ficient that are vpon the earth, but we muſtborrow fea- 
thers of the fowles of the ayre,and we muſtgoe into the 
(eato rob the fiſhes of their pearle,. & the ſands of theyr 
precious ſtones. Andthen we muſt dig into the ground: 
ior gold and (ilucr, as the Poeriaith;.. 


E fp» 


: opes irritaments malorum, "1 
And 


eyes, ſhewro be more goodly creatures by our vaing 
deviſes, and fantaſticall royes, then God hath made 
by his great wiſedome, and eſpecially ro allure loue and 
Iking to badde intents and purpoſes. And when - 
haue attired themſelues with the ornaments that 
hath giuen to the creatures of the earth , rothebirdsof 
the ayre, to the fiſhes of theſea; for theyr neceſitie and 
beautie, and with the ſtones and ſcurſe'of the earth it 
ſclfe, they ict vp and downe beholding themlſelues and 
others in great brauerie, as though all this counterfeit 
beautie, came naturally from their owne perſons : yet 
all is nor gold that gliſtererh, their minds be ſoyled with 
foule and filthy vices, [t is the mindethat isindued with 
vertue and knowledge (whether hee live in Courtor 
Country) that maketh a man happy, and woorthy tobe 
eſteemed,not his gay clothes with gold lace,ſet out with 
pearles and precious ſtones. 
- Sed mullos trepidum timere caſus, 

Nec vano populi fauore tangi, 

Et firiflo nihil attuare ferro, 

H &c quiſquis poterit Jicebrt ill 

Fortunam moueat loco ſuperbas, 'I 

Ic isa ſtrange thing ro ſee the blindnes of men, that wit 

not conſider the grear difference of excellencie that 
berweene the body and the mind, bythe one of which 
we reſemble and areliketo Anpels dave) immortdlſ; 
yea and to God himſelfe; and by the other, ro brute 
beafts, that live after the morionof theyr ſences, and te 
{ubieCt to death and corruption; And yet how careful 


men areto deck the bodythar is but a lumpe of clay, ans 
nl ipent to pt” 
vide 


FE 
al rhis forſ6orth ro make our ſelues in our owne 


to prouide for his pleafures, and how 
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ide for his pleaſures, and how negligem to prov 
mind or: (opleghhat s.immortall, and of an Angelicall 
nature? ſwlientheEmperoue was wor to fay g-thar it 
was vaſcemely for awite man, ſecing bee hada alipde, 
tohunt after praiſe from his body , Sai Berward (pea- 
king of the vaine curiglitieof men, to adorne andeche- 
riſh their bodies, ſaith; T hou takeſt great painetodeck 
and n&firiſh this body, that is bur a vellell of + and 
aſcpulcher of wormes,& lemueſtthy + 
isthe imageof G OD) bunger-ſtarved-and foriaken;-/ 
Kings inclder time madeno great/account of theyr 
outward habits , making no difference berweene them 
and the common people by their apparel, but by their 
minde and inward furniture; V Vhen Alphesſus king of 
Aragon was admoniſhed to weare more coſtly appar- 
rell, I had rather'(ſaid he) excell my ſubject in manners 
and authoritie, then ina Diademe and purple . Socrates 
beeing asked which wes the moſt beautifull creature in 
the world; {A man (Quoth-he) adorned: with learning, 
Pao being, asked what difference was between the [car- 
ned & the ignorant, anſwered ; As much as-is herweene 
the Phylitioo,' 2nd the diſcaſed, And: Ariſtotle tothe 
ſame queſtion {3td; That, there was as great difference 
between the learned andthe volearnedyaswarberween 
the l1iimg and the dead, And astheſight recemerth ligbr 
from the ayrethat is round about it,ſo dooththe-minde 
kom learging. And Ensiwlikeneth a wiſeman witbous 
learning £0 an vacleane glaſle;y thatis fit for nothing: $ 
ya not he that: knoweb many.thiogs, buyberbakno: 
weth things fruſefull is wiſe, V Vhen 4/þhonſe King of 
Arragon heard;, that a king/vf Caſtile (hoald lay;,/ rhas 
learning wasnot- meete for Noblemen and Gentlemen, 
becxclaimed & ſaid; Thele arechs words of angxe,and 
nod 
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keth vpon him to be a man, and hath no learning, what 
difference is there betweene him & a beaſt? VV 
people of Mirilene were become maiſters of the ſca,they 
inflicted this puniſhment vpon their collegues that were 
revolted fromethem : That they ſhovld not teach their 
children to reade, nor the liberall ſciences: eſtceming 
that robe of all kind of puniſhment the moſt grieuous, 
to paſſe their life in want of knowledge, and the liberal 
ſcierices, There is nothing more vniaſt, then a man vn« 
learned, becauſe he thinketh nothing to be right, bue 


what he doth himſelfe, Pythagoras engraucd in a ſtone. 


with his owne hand,theſe words,and ſer it before his A+ 
cademy : Hee that knoweth\not that which hee ſhould 
know,is a beaſt among men : hethar knowerh no more 
then he muſt needes, is a man among beaſtes : hee that 
knoweth all that may be knowne, is a God among men, 
If the gallants of the world, wereſo carefull ro adotne 
theyr mindes with vertue and learning, as they arecufi: 


— onsto garniſh.” and ſer out theirbodies with gay gar» 


menrs, and nevw-fangled taſhions and vaine toyes, andts 
pleaſe their ſences, there would be no place for the Pos 
ets laying,that ſpeaketh thus of Courtiers : "g 
Seorts placent, fratti emrniquee corpore greſſus, * I 

Fr laxi crinis, & tot noua nomina veſtts, 4 

The Emperour Alexander Senerus., Would not ſuffet 
any of his feruaunrs to weare any ſilke, cloth of goldot 
ſiluer, ard vſed oftento ſay , thatopen exceſſe of appt 
rell, and ſecret vice, were the deſtraQtion of Courtiers 
It is happened well that Diogenes is dead ', who fu 
wonldgive birter rains, & make ſomemerytobluſh, 


helived in theſedayes. For meeting an effeminate young 


man on atime that had attired himlclfe finely; bur 


cently 
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norof#min, That man (ſaith error Awelur) thay | 
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Of the Felicitie of mas. 271 
cently for a man, as hee rhought; Artthou ndt aſhamed 
(quoth Diogenes) whien naturehath madetheea mangto 
make thy ſelfe a woman ? 

Nec muliebri ſe compts lotuque polits 
Vir quiſquam. 

King Philipot Macedon deprived a Magiſtrate from 
his olfice vvhich hee had given him, whom heeloued 
well, onely becauſe he heard he was more iedin 
combing his head, and trimming his perſon, then/in 
fudying his bookes. Luintus Hertenſms a Romane 
Conſull, is infamed'by Hiſtorians, becauſe he looked in 
a plaſſe when he made him ready, and was teo curious 
intrimming vp himſclfe, . Butto leaue Magiſtrates, and 

ke of inferiour callings; what would they haue ſaid, 
and what will hereafter be ſaidto the tnfamy of this age,; 
Fvertue euer come againeto be ineſtimation, thatrmen 
ſhould be ſo effeminate and nice, to beſtow a good part 
of the day in trimming vp themſclues by a glaſle like 
women, asthough they would transforme chemſelues 
out of one ſexe into another; and had rathet reſemble 
women then men ? If Ariffetle-ſpake thus of women: 
then, what would he haue ſpoken now , not onely of 
women, but of men alſo? Neitherthe gorgeouſneſſe of 
apparell,nor the abundanceof riches, maketh-ſomuct} 
tothe praiſe of women, as doth-modeſtie with /honeſt & 
ſober behaviour. But this meramotphoſis beeingriow 
more common and vſuall, then in thoſe dayes , #not ſo; 
much percciued,nor taken for ſo great afault, and per- 
aduenture may beiuſtifiable by authoritic- and preſcrip - 
ton from Sardenafalns, and Heliogabaias., yh ,of 
greateſt Monarkes of the world. Heetharwill ooke1 
wthe abuſes of theſe dayes, ſhall finde cauſe-fufficiene 
tcry out with the Orator ;,5 tempor! 6 mores And:itis 
20 


Me amemued heir hnclygme6 cn 
theyr rowling eyes, the-vnmodeſt trimmingof theyr 
heads, theyr chaines, rings, bracelets, __ 'J 
hanging ar halen i: 1dr 
yo ((aich.che Lord)thar' 
des you haven bake, 


z'2 
pharma re 
valiant and hardie ſhall diem oa Baken je 
this (F eritds edinm parit) $cconclude with: the Prophet, | 
who faith ; we ourr our dayes in vanitie , and doy 
not perceive ourowne exrveame folly: cl: bx 
*:Andinberamadoefie a6 fleſhly mind hath poſſeſſed | 
them, thar not onely !wallow in Riebry pleaſures, like 


naſe hoſtookefe bnennbs there. _ eth that ful 
et Em, except glory'al ni 
ſhould bevnknoxwne yorhemſehits: Such there bezhe 
rejoycenot onely inthe [weerneſle of pleaſures, burin 
theinfamie it ſeife. Procalura Romaine Em wa 
he oghrthevewamodfotething ofa faloeſo;on 
hrthere wanted of Ex 
v2 | — BE And therefore whenhee 
made watrres theSarmatians, he vaunted that in 
hfreenedayes,he had gotten with child an hundredvi 
—— thar country which he had there caken priſo: 
of the Alyrians ploried ſo mucts | 
rr>ros.araey takenof rw arie thathee com YI | 
= Sako bewiineci after his dearh in his ſepulchery 
Theſe things T haue,which I hane eaten, & which wit 


rie, in ſuchan err tin hr oh 
which is ſo common,thatthere need no rehearſall of ex- 
amples, The wiſe-man faith, Itis bettertogoe into the 
houſe of ſorrow , then into the houſe of feaſting, And 
Is faith of ſuch men; That they ſolace themſelus 
with all kindeof muſicke » and paſſe ouer their dayes in 
_ ure,andin a very moment they go downeinto hell, 
hich is affirmed with a grieuous threatning in the 
Apocalyps ; Luantum in delitiis fuit, tamtum dato ill; tor- 
wmeatur . Looke how much he hath —_— of delights, 
lrſo much rorments belayed 7 90 
Butthis humor of glory iro uch force, that learned 
and wiſe men could not free themſclues from it; Cicers 
rxed che Phyloſophers with vaine glory", becauſein 


; their bookes they wrore of che —— of vaine glo- 


ric, and purto their names, yer was he found guiltieof 
the ſame crime, as appeared by this ſaying of his ? 
0 Fortunatam natam me conſule romam, | 
But _ would haue beene prey min __ faule 4h - 
that Laws in ore proprio ſordeſcit . Ouid wrote t 
hang and others: + 
Mantua irgilio gender, Ferone Catulle, 
Peligna dicar gloria gemtis ego, 
And Enmus likewiſe thus : 
Nemo me lacrimis decores, nec funera flets 
Faxtt : cur ? volite docFaper ora virum. | 
Galen treating of the diſeaſes ofthe mind, writeth, chit 
belearned of his farher ro contemne glory, as an allure- 
Ment to cuill,and an enemy to on truth, - 3:7 


' Thefelicitie therefore wee ſecke for, muſtbe ſonght 
in ſome other thing then in pleaſures, in riches, ori 
honour and g!ory , Forinthem (as appeareth by thy 

hath been ſaid) felicitic is not to be found. Bur it happs, 
neth many times tothem that ſecke felicitie in an 
thoſe things, as it did tothe boyes and the afle intheſy 
ble. A man had laden an Alle with a ſacke tull of birch, 
and draue him homeward, ſtaying behind abour ſome 
other buſineſſe: As the Aſſe came by a Schoole-houle, 
which was in his way, he cryed apples,apples, whowil 
buy any apples? The boyes that were within at ſchools, 
hearing of marchandiſe ſo ft for their purpole,ran forth 
tothe aſſe,and tcoke downe the ſack , thinking to have 
found it full of apples: But when they perceived there 
was nothing but birch, they fell all ypponthe Aſle rhat 
had deceiued them,and beat him cruelly with his owne 
roddes, T It like happeneth to them whom the fayre 
ſhewes and flattering promiſes of pleaſures, riches, of 
honour and glory , altureth rothe inordinate deſired 
them. Bur whenthey maketryall, 2nd looke intorhem 
with the eyes of the mind , clenſed from the corrupt 
of impure affections, they ſee how much they are dectis 
ed of that they looke for, And wherethey ſought fel 
citie, they find matter of infelicitic And they «4% pol- 
ſeſle pleaſures, riches, or honour, and glory , and make 
ſhew tobe laden with felicitieor happinefle, are many 
times puniſhed with the burdenthey beare, & worthy: 
ly beaten with their owne roddes, that deceive notone 
ly themſclues, but others alſo by their example, wil 
the falſe ſhew of fclicitic or happineſſe . For how cal 
ambition or honour be taken for mans felicitic & Saw 
mum bonem,or his greateſt good, when ſo few atcaineto 
it, inreſpeQtof the great number that be excluded from 
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kk? And wherein are they happierthat have Me... w— 
then they char lacke it ? They are many wayes tormen» 
ied, eyther by enuying others, or being envied thems- 
ſelves: either they ſuffer hard things themſclues,or they 
offer ſuch meaſurero others; they be cither oppreſſed, 
oroppreſſe, Of which things the others be free, that 
want that imagined felicity:& the onelyeuil is,that they 
thinke the tackethereofro be euill , A goodly happi- 
neſſeno doubr, when for one reputed good thing,thuu 
ſhalt haue an infinit number of cuils: forthe ſhadow of 
felicitie,a ſea of troubles and miſeries, And what berthe 
fruits of theſe rorments of ambition? Thou art ſaluted 
inaſemblies of people with caps & knees, & art reueren- 
cedin ſeaſtes with the higheſt places at the table : Bur 
thou conlidereſt not that many a wicked & vicious man 
many times preferred beforethee., And wherein doth 
tha helpe or amend the eſtate of thy body or minde; 
wherof a man doth conſiſt ? Thouart of great power & 
dominion : if that ſhould be mans end andfelicity, how 
commerh ir to paſſe,that one mans power ſhould ſpring 
of the impotencie of infinite numbers of others? & how 
canchat be accounted the greateſt good , which is not 
cnely conuerted often into cuill,bur alſo peruerterh thE 
that poſſeſſe ir, & maketh them worſe. But admit power 
nd dominionto be good : one is adored, ren thouſand 
make curteſie: one triumpheth , thouſands follow the 
chariot : one rulerh, millions & (ſerue. Sothat one 
man (hall be the end of infinite numbers : the ſelicity of 
aew,the miſery of all, But weſeeke not now the'end, & 
good of a few, bur of all men, Neither doetheſe few, if 
welookethroughly intothem, poſſeſſe it : VVhich the 
Courtiers themſelues,cuenthe beſt ſort of then, that be 
in moſt eſtimation, mpſt necedsconfeſle, whole hartsbe 
TY more 
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more painfully pinched by a ſowerlooke,or ſhai 
of ther Princerthen their cares and eyescan bep 
and delighted by a thouſand flatteries, and as many ados 
rations, a whole day t af 
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ether, at 
It is not without caule ſaid, that the diſpleaſure of 
Prince, is the death of the ſubie&t, And Princes them, 
ſelues feele many times more corzics and vnquietneſſe 
of mind, by ſome offence taken within their own walk, 
then any triumph or publike' paſtime can recreate or 
make glad. Bur felicitie is inthe marterit ſelte, & depen, 
deth not eyther vpon the frowning countenaunceofs 
ny perſon, or of fortune it ſelfe, which muſt be alſoper. 
peruall., But honourable eſtate dieth, and is buried with 
the body. And what is honour but a vaine admirationof 
the common people ? Ambition therefore is ſo far from 
theright way to that good weleck , that the very ſame 
t Hath caſt vs all downe headlong from the greatel 
into extreameecuill & miſery: In ſo much that if we 
elire to hind that good, we muſt be driven to ſeekeitin 
our (clues ſecing we cannor finde it with others,norin 
theſe worldly matters, In vaine therefore do we lecke 
feliciticin worldly vanities , which is tobe found in the 
ſcruice of God : which was well obſerued by the Poet: 
Si tibsi pelcbra domus,fi ſplendida menſa.;, quid inde? 
Siſpectes auri, argenti quoque maſſa ; quid made ? 
Si 11biſponſa decens, ſiſit generoſa ; quid inde? 
Si 11bi ſint nati, {i predia mazna ; quid inde? 
Ss faeris pulcber, forts, dineſque ;, quid inde? 
S1 longus ſernorum inſerniat ords ; quid indt ?. 
$1 doceas alios in qualibet arte ; quid inde ? 
Si fancat mundws, $i proſpera cuntla ; quid inde ?' 
St Prior, aut Abbas, 51 Rex, $i Papa; quid inde? 
$3 r0tafortune te tollat ad aftra; quidinae? 
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Dont fre e voles in tempore woriers, 
Loc FI dum jaws 7s habers, 


The endofthethird Booke, 
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THE FOVRTH BOOKE 
_ OF THE DISCOVRSE VP- 
_ onthe Felicitic of 
Man, 


@ E have ſhewed before by many examples, 
&fÞ and by the opinions and reaſons of wile 

7 and learned men, how much they are de 
v \ ceived, thatrhinke the Felicitie of manto 
- ” Yconliſt in pleaſure, riches, or in wordly 
honour and glory, Now before we come to (hew what 
opinion is meete fora Chriſtian to hold of this matter, 
ter vs firſt diſcourſe vppon onething , wherein the moſt 
_—_—_— Philoſophers Plato and Ariſorle held tharthis 
Felicitic or Swmmanr bonum (hould conliſt, that ts in ver- 
tue,or inthe ation of venue. The Philoſophers entring 
into conſideration of naturall things, ſound that the pro» 
per action of euery thing, was the end for which it was 
created: as the proper action & end ot the Sunne 1s tothe 
lyminatethe carth, And in naturalthings there arethree 
kindes of life: vegeratiue or increaling,which is in planty 
ſenlitive , which is in beaſts ; rationall or reaſonable, 
which is in men.Sothat the life of plants, isto grow and 
increaſc;of beaſts,to follow the motionof their ſenſes; of 
men, to live according toreaſon,after the Philoſophers 
opinion . V Vhich reaſon. ſhewerth aman how to liue 
wel: but what it istoliuc weil,the Philoſophers can nob 
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ure, and ought to be TY 


oh Clone, bet be helping others hae 
to him ro to 

ſufficient for aman to haveverein him, burheemuſt 
alſo exerciſe and be adoer of vertue. And becanſeallour 
ations and labours beto ſome end, wiikkheodh: er 
of vsto be Wyo emes chi 
thinketh to be good for hi 
which chereſt are 


beſt of all things thet nature deſireth-and therefdreche 
thing wherein the felicitie of man conſifteth.,Fortharjs 
deſired ee 
riſtotle is the ation of vertue: for thatishisj 

Qion, and 'peculiar to himſelfe alone, And itt Rs 
any vertue more and cxccilentthen thereſt/that 
isitby which all the courſcof our life ht co be dire- 
Qed, astothe laft end; and: 009, \ 
led, Felicitie . VVhich Feliitie 4rjfecle definerb tobe 
theaQtionof man according to:the moſt perfeR vert 
inaperfe& life, By which laſt words be exchuideth chil 
dren, that cannot indge of ations : andalſo thoſe thar 


doe well but once or twiſe z according tothe old pros. 
uerbe, One ſwallow wekethticr a ſummer, For perte 
vertue or felicitic requireth time hs, 1 


therefore the ation of vertuebringet 
t ſhall be neceſlarie for him that would behappic;” 

to know, and then to exerciſe vertue, thatteacherh #1 
formation of maners, which is the fumme of | 
Philoſophie; that hath for his GibieR aprivateman;"# 
familie, anda common wealth, For he that poſſefſerth 


« rertue, giuerh lawes to himſcife, and endeuourethto- 


make him ſelfe a perfeA man, by exerciſe-of good and 
T4 VEITUOUS 


vertuous ates. And when he hath gottenthe habite of 
verrue, and knoweth how ro him (elfe, hethen 
ſhall be able in the ſame ſort,to inſtruct and gouerne hig 
, familie, whichis compounded of —__ and par» 
ticular men. And after that heknowerh how to do both 
thoſe, hee ſhall with no great ditficultie, be ableto go. 
nernea Common-wealth., which is compoſed of many 
ſamilies. But firſt of all he muſt icarne to goucrne him 
ſelfe : for one ſaith ; Darwmeſt , ui qui ”—= tenere mode. 
ramingviteſua, index fiat wits aliens, Itis ahard caſe; 
when he that cannot gouerne himſelfe, ſhall beare rule 
ouer others, For with what face can hee correct other 
mens faults, that hath not yer reformed his owne? Bute 
ro this felicitiethere are three things, after Ariſtotle, re- 
quired, as neceſſarie inſtruments of verrue : that is, the 
goodsor gifts of the bodie,, the goods of fortune, the 
goods or gifts of the mind . Bur herethe Stoicks ando» 
ther Philoſophers bayterh him , ſaying ; thar ——_—— 
eureisperfect , itis ſufficient of it ſelfe to bring forth fe 
licitie , Butif fortune berequilite, then nature cannot 
make felicitie;for fortune is not in our power, This con» 
rrarierie of opinions of theſe Philoſophers will at lengtly 
helpe vs to diſcerne which 1s the true felicitie : as one 
ſaith ; the falſe opinions of others, rightly declared, ma- 
ay times diſcoucreththe truth. Burto proceede a while 
in proſecuting their opiniongrtheſe three kinds of good 
things (ſay they) tharis, vertue, wiſedome, knowledpe, 
and fuch like good things ofthe minde: then, health, 
beautic, ſtature, and comclineſle of the bodie: and lafſſly 
riches, nobilitie, friends, and ſuch like, whicharethe 
goods or gifts of fortune , Theſe things being ioyned 
together,bringerh to men ſuch a ſufficiencie of al things - 
requiſite to happineſle, thatrwhoſocuer poſleſſerth —_ 
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of rhe Felicitie ofman, 281 
kin the perfeCt ſtate of ſelicirie, after Ariſotles opinion : 
felicity being no other thing, butan end of mensaQi- 
ons; & that end which of all otheris moſtperfeQt & ex- 
cellenr,andro,and for which,all other ends and ations, 
and |abours of men are applied and vnderraken. 

Seeing theretore that felicitie isthe aCtion of vertne, 
which is the laſt and moſt perſeQt of all the workes and 
lbours of men: it muſt follow, that iris a ciuill facultie 
or ſcience, thar teacherh a man ro gouerne himſelfeand 
others, And what ſcience or facultie ſocuer, is as it were 
the maiſter and commander of all other ſciences and fa- . 
culties , and for which all other are ordained : that (ci- 
ence is conuerſant about that end and worke whichis 
moſt worthy and perfet of all other , and is the felicitie 
of man, or Summum bonum we ſecke for , And becauſe 
pollicie and gouernement of a Common wealth, isthe 
commaundecr of all other artes 2nd ſciences, for whoſe 

viethey are ordained , therein muſt conliſtthe felicitie 
of man, Andthat the gonernment in a Common wealth: 
xthe worthieſt and moſt principall of all other ſcien- 
.ces,it is apparent,becauſethatit procureth the vniuerſall- 
and common benefit of many, and ſeckerh no other 
thing , nor vſeth all his diligence to any other purpoſe, 

but ro make his cittizens become good men , and apt t& 

do honeſt and vertuous things, And Plinie the ſecond: 
faith , that no point of Philofophic is more excellent, 
then to deale in publike affaires, and to do iuſtice, wher- 
by they practiſe that which Philoſophers reach, By this 
which hath been ſayd, it is manifeſt, that after Ariſtotle, 
thefelicitie of man conſiſteth inthe ation of vertue,and- 
that in the moſt perfect verrue(which is prudence)that 
teacheth a man how to live well, & rightly trogonerna 
dim ſclfe & others, And though he ioyneth three -—_ 
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of good things, that is, the goods of the minde, of the 
, & of fortune, neceſlary to him that ſeeketh aſter 
felicitic: yer he cſteemerth thoſe that be externe things, 
but as inſtruments to helpe to further his worke 
end. As a Carpenter, or any other Artiticer may bea 
= workman, though he haue not histooles, or in« 
rumencs about him; but yet he cannot worke withour 
them : ſo a man may be endued with vertue, and 
notable to do the worke of vertvue, for want of health & 
ſtrength of body, to gouerne in a common wealth : foe 
' wantof riches, which are the goods of fortune, toex« 
erciſc liberalitic, and ſuch like, But the principall good 
thinges without the which no man can haue felicitie; 
arethoſe of the mind , which afterthe ſterne Stoickes 
are ſufficient alone to bring foorth felicitic, For when 
Ariſtotle ſayth, that by great {iniſter fortune a man 
fall from beatitude to intelicitie : they courſe him with 
bitter words, and Jabour to prooue thar felicitie depen» 
deth vpon vertue; and that fortune hath no power vp« 
pon a wiſe man; andthat if he ſuffer neuer ſo grievous 
rorments,if he were thruſt into Phalers bull, yet forall 
that hee ſhall be alwaics in beatirude and happineſſe, 
Theſe, and the like reaſons, the Philoſophers make to 
prouc, that the felicitic of man conliſteth in vertue, of 
in the action of vertue, But this matrer was vnto them 
like Gardias knot, wherein could be tound no beginning 
nor end. | 
Inthe country of Phrygia, there was a Cinty called 
Gordw, the royall (cate ſometime of king eM5de, which 
when Alexander the great had wonne = went intothe 


Temple of /apiter,” where hee (aw the wagon whereitl 
 eMyadas was wont to becaried,) The ſame in outward 
_ apparance diftercd little from other common wagonsz 
Y but 


they could findeno 
s a (word to decide the difhcukie of the queſtion 
Whicl: was not the right way to findeitout. Forin all 
theyr 2rgumemts and diſcourſes, there.is no mention 
made of the will of God, nothing ſpoken of thefeare of 
God, nor of thetruſt & confidence we ought to have irs 
him, In whom they that wil tind true felicny,muſtſecke 
the beginning and end of the knot; wherebytodiflolue: 
the ditficultic of the queſtion the right way,.and not by: 
the {word of reaſon,as the Philoſophers did, Thereism 
great difference berweene the end, ardfclicitie-whicts 
5ſhewcd to vs by, God, and. that-which ceaſon-is/able: 
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burchere was init aching notable, which was a 
foulded and knitin eninplnith one ſo wreathed with» 
in ure no _ _ m6 CI 
n, or w r en . n | Vs 
Pl aprophecie , that hewhichicontbradiedbl 
endlcſle knor, (hould be Lord of all Alia, which\made 
the King very deſirousto be the fulfiller of that prophe+ 
cie, There were a great number of Phrygianzand'Mas «+ 

cedons about him , the one part muſing to whar paſſe 

this matter would come, the other fearing theraſh pre- 
lumpeion of their King, becauſe they .cou'd perceive by 
no reaſon how the knvt ſhould: be vndone., The King 
alſo was doubrfull leaſt: (if hee ſhould faile of His pur- 
poſe) it vvouldebe taken for atoken of his futurecuilt 
une, | | 
Aſter he had conſidered the thing , what marreris it 
(quoth he) which way it be vndone? and ftrivingno 
cr to vnknitir, he preſently drew his {word andcus 
thecord a funder : thereby , cither illuding or fulfilling 
the effect of the prophecie, So happenedittothe Phylo- 
ſophers in ſearching for the ſelictie of man , wherein: 
inning nor end, but vied reaſors 


6 


rocomprehend. For Chriſt faith; This is everlaſting life] 
to know God,and leſus Chriſt whom he hath ſent; that 
is, to belicuethat for Chriſtes ſake the Father f 
vs, and loueth vs , that hee preſerueth and iuſtifieth vg, 
Therefore true felicity conliſterh not in any ciuill aQiz 
on,burtin faith, & the knowledgeof G OD, h his 
holy ſpirit. For we can doe —_— our ſclues thar is 

ood inthe ſight of God, but it muſt come by his holie 
Pirie. Saint Auguſtine ſaith, that hee hath written ſome 
where, that a man is iuſt, if he liueaccording to his beſt 
part ; but he recanteth that againe,and ſaith, that a man 
15not yet iuſt, if he onely live according to his beſt par, 
bur if hee be gouerned by the holy Ghoſt , For that 
ſheweth vs the corruption of our nature, and by vvhat 
ations and meanes we may attaine to the true felicitie, 
which by our power and reaſon we are notablero com- 
prehend, VVe may therefore reiect the Philoſophers 
opinions of felicitie, which conliſteth in morall vertuey 
and civill ations of this life onely ; which ſmall parr'f 
felicity,men neuerthelefle by thoſe means are not ablets 
attaineto , For how can the Stoicks wiſe man account 
him(elte in happy eſtate, thongh hee beindued with 
conſummation of morall vertaes, if he liue in torment & 
paine ? Seneca (aith ; Now ſentire mala ſua, non eſt hominis" 
on ferre, non eſt viri, Andin another place ſilence cat» 
not commaund paine K ſorrow. T hey are goodly pet- 
{walionsto excite men to vertue, and to hate the vnſor- 
tunateaccidents of the world in conmtempr, Burt men are 
not made of iron or ſteele, bur of fleſh &blood ; which 
muſt teele of neceſsity the pains of torments, except = 
be aſsiſted by the ſpirit of God, as was Sydrach, Myſach 
and Abednazoin the hiery furnace. And they tharliuein 
paine,cannot be (aid to bein felicity : forthe at 

| delir 


FF *F , > FF Sa EE 3 oo A. on et eb Gr de re See Re i ran os 


o alle Gt FETs 


Of the Felicitie 
defireth not tochaunge his 


ne - 2. dt Ss 
= 
F2 
* it ; 
* Gu v "BN * a 


= '$ 
wile he is not to be accounted happie , which isathi 
in the higheſt degree of perfeQtion. But hethat 


inc and griefe , would willingly exchaunge for ano- 
cher —— and caſe. Fel if there ha pleaſure 
nor delight in life, but continual paine and griete, death 
were ta be preferred beforeit, and tobe delired more 
then life; as the Poet ſaith, 
—— i c# quam proximaleths, 
Luem merito ſpernends, animum i nulla voluptas, 
M ulceat, atque lenent ſolatia nulla laborem. 
But though the felicitie of man conliſterh notin ver- 
we, norin the ation of vertue; yet morall vertues , (o- 
farre forth as they diſagree not with Chriſtian vertues, 
may (erue as inſtruments, and meanes to helpetorthe 
attaining that part of felicity that is enioyed in this life, 
For by them the extremitie of affections'that would 
grow to an euill habit, and be great hinderance to feli- 
citie, are qualitied and reduced coameane. They either 
extinguiſh or ſuppreſle, or at leaſt moderate, by the rule 
of reaſon, all vehemeat paſsions and perturbations of 
the mind , by which men are as it were violently caried: 
tothe delire of ſenſuall pleaſures , of vaine glorie, of ri- 
ches, and ſuch like, capitall enemies to felicitie, By them 
men aretaught to haueall pompe & wordly vanities in- 
contempt , and to haue (ſmalleſtimaticnof thoſethings 
which the common ſort have in great admiration ; and 
to be content with that which is ſuthcient ro ſupply the: 
neceſcitie of nature. Vertue(ſaith Cicero) if there be any 
atall, hath all things vnder him that may happen to a: 
man, anddeſpiſing them all, he contemneth whatſoe- 
ver chaunceth to men: and being vnſported, heiudgerh 
nothing to appertaine to him, but him (cle, Itis ores 
= 


The 
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fanrthing to behold & conſider how reaſon hath foung ' 
out what an excellent thing vertue is , and how itisto 
be preferred before all pleafure and profir; andthar men 
ought not to digreſſe from verrue,tor any gaine or com. 
modity wharſocuer, Theſeperſwalions were inthe hea 
thensthat knew not God; which wrought in them greax 
effettes , Plato ſaith, itthe forme and beautie of vertye 
might beſeene with the eyes, men would be wonderful. 
ly in loue with her . Petrarcke ſaith, vertue is more libe- 
rall then fortune , She denieth nothing bur that which 
would be hurtfull being granted, & profitable being de. 
nied ; nor taketh any thing away but that which would 
be hurtfull to have, & prohrableto loſe. Senecs, to hin 
that would know what vertues be in a man, giveth this 
counſell; V Vhen thou arr dejirous to looke into aman 
(faith he) and to know what is in him, ſtrippe him nas 
ked,let him lay aſide his patrimonie, his honour, ando- 
ther falſeſhewes of fortune, let him pur of his body,and 
behold his mind, what mannr of man,& how greathe is: 
whether hebe great by his owne,or by borrowed ware; 
Riches,honour, power and ſuch like,which in our opi- 
nion are of great price, but of themſelues vile and little 
worth, ſeduce vs from diſcerning the truth : they haue 
inthem no great nor glorious matter whereby to draw - 
our mindes to them, ſaving that we haue gorren a cus 
ſome to wonder at them . VVhatſoever the common 
ſort prayſeth , that for the moſt part is worthy of dif< 
prayic. 4r7i//orle likeneth the minde of a man to a ſmooth 
table, thatis not garniſhed with any figure, bur prepa- 
red by thepainter, and made apt to receaueany kindof 
picture,either monſters of vice,or images of vertue, The 
old Romaines deſirous to excit their young men to vers 
ruous alles, & conticering how men are inclined w_ 
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loue of honor,they built rwo remples,the one of 
they dedicated to vertue,the other ro honour, &ioyned 
them (o artificially rogether , that no man could come 
mo thar of honour , bur hee muſtfirſt comethrough 
vertue. By which apt deviſe,they would haueit knowen 
_ no all nations,that the right way to honour is by vertue, 
But in theſe latter ages, the remple of vertue is ſolinle 
frequented, thatthepath whichwas wont tolead to it, 
and be well troden, is growen greene, and another way 
found to that of honour , by ſome backe doore, not ſo 
well knowen intheelder time. And if any chaunceto 
ſeeke to cometherightand old accuſtomed way to ho- 
nour through vertue, the doorc is kept ſo faſt ſhut, by a 
rter called envie, and his ſeruaunt detraction, that 
ly one among thouſands can come te honour that 
way , which is a great diſcouragement to thoſe-rhat 
would come to honour through vertue;& maketh their 
deuotion co'd, and ſlow tofrequent that temple, One 
ſath-wvirtaute ambire oportet non famtoribus : but it he have 
no other helpe in theſe dayes to preferre him, but his 
vertue, he is like to haue buta cold ſure. V Ve may wiſh 
it were in vie that Plautws ſaith : $48 enim fautorum habet, 
qui recte agit . But the caſe is muchaltered., For inſtead. 
of tatourers he (hall have derratters, ſecret enemies al- 
Wayes to vertue. V Vhich made P/arocommend the lavw 
ofthe Lydians, that puniſhed detraQters with the like 
puniſhment as they did murderers: for as onetaketh a+ 
Way the life of aman; ſo the other taketh away his repu- 
tation and goodjfame, which, after Salomon , is more 
worth then worldly goods. T he Poets ſaying could to- 
no age be more aptly applied then totheſe latter dayes, 
V irtus landatur & alzet, | 
VVhich confirmeth Sexecs his ſaying; Thatmen _ 
cttcr. 
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bener of honeſi,tenfollowit, ee ach, ri. 
weliora proboque, deteriors ſequer, 11 w of the 
chingsth be better, but 1 follow the worſe, & 1} 
ertueis a medicine tothe minde , -and healeththe 
diſeaſes thereof, as drugs are medicinable ro the bodigg 
& reſtoreth itto health, For the mind hath his diſcaſey, 
as the body hath, For when the body is diſtempered;& 
not in his perfeQ eſtate, hee is ſayd to be lick of thisat 
that diſeaſe, as of an ague, ofap!curilic or ſuchlike, and 
needeth Phiſick. Sorthe mindethat is diſtempered with 
this or that paſsion or perturbation, as with pride, cos. 
- uvetouſneſle, vaine glory,voluptuouſneſſe, or ſuch likes | 
not in his perfect eſtate, but needeth vertue , as a medi. 
cine to reſtore himto health, or _—_ eſtate againe; 
V Vhich was well {ignified by Ageſlans , king of Sparty; 
to Menclans,a vaine-glorious Philition: who being puſs 
fed vp with pride,through a reputation hee had gotten 
by his skill in Phiſick, called himſelfe /wpiter ; & * 
occalion to writetothe king , his ſuperſcription wasint / 
Latin,and Englith (igniticationthus : Menelans [upiter 4b. 
Leſelao Regiſalutem : Menelaus Twpiter wiſheth to king 4. 
geſilans health, He anſwereth him with this ſuperſcrips 
tion : Ageſilaus rex Menclas ſanitatem , king Ageſilans Wh 
ſherh rocAtemelaus health of mind, reprehending hisvss : 
nitic with one word , by which he ſignified that want. 
of health and perfection in his minde, which heewb 
ſhedro his body. Morall vertue therefore ought tobe. 
embraced of all men,as aneceſlary and excellent thingy 
and a ſpeciall gift in our carnall nature; by which mens 
minds are purged and purified of all vehement paſsions- 
& perturbations; (with which whoſocuer is 4 


can not enioy the happineſle of this life; ) and by which 
they arecontinucd,ot reſtored to their perfect e _ 
hea 


'Þ health. The goodare by this vertveexcired and main- 
in honeſt conuerſation and civilitie , the bad are 
d and reduced to good life, Yet forallthat itis 
not eternall juſtice, by which we are juſtified before 
God; for that juſtice freewill or reaſon cannot bring 
foorth . Bur morall vertue maketh men live ciuillic 
and honeftlie ; which God looketh for , euen of 
theheathens or infidels themſelues . It is betrer (ſaith 
one) to liue fo as thine enemies may bee amazed at thy 
venues , then that thy friendes ſhould haue.cauſe to ex- 
cuſethy vices. 

The Poets fayne , that as Hercules in his youth 
fate muling alone , what courſe of life were beſt for him 
totake , there appeared ro him two virgins , the one 
repreſenting verrue, the other vice. Shethat repreſented 
venue, told him that if hee would follow her, hee 
wuſt climbe oner mountaines and craggie rockes, and 
WI wake great paines and labours, But the other, to allure 

F dimto follow her, promiſed him a plaine and pleaſane 

way downe the hill all at his caſe without any paine 
I or labour. Hercales after hee had conſidered of the 
» I nanter, refuſced the faire offers and promiſes of the vir- 

I ginethac repreſented vice, and made choiſe with labour 
; MW ndpaines, to follow vertue, by which he became the 

Y moſt famous man of the world, 

KY The heathens were diligent obſervers of morall 
 W venues,, through which many of them in all ages be- 
{ Fame excellent men, By them they learned ro know 

WY heir duties to their countrey in generall, andtopri- 
$ WI te men in particular : tro moderare-rheir affeQions * 
3 mo as they are, and nor as they arecom- 

} =only reputed : to. contemnethe vanities ofthis world : 


preferre an honeſt death before a ſhamefull life .. Re- 
V. gulus 
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galws a man endued with great vertue, was ſent by the 
Romaines into Aﬀrica with an armie to make warreyy. 
pon the people of Carthage ; who after divers victor 
and ouerthrowes giuen to them of Carthage, was him 
ſelfe at laſt raken priſoner, and ſent by them to Rome 
rreat of peace, vpon his oth, that it that could not be oh. 


tained, nor the exchaunge of priſoners tor himſelte, he. 


ſhould returne to them againe, V Vhen hee came ts 
Rome, & had deliuered his embaſlape, he diſſwaded the 
Senate from peace, and told them, that either Carth 
muſt be ſubicct ro Rome,or Rometo Carthage:and ad« 
uiſed them to make no exchange of luſty yong Gentle. 
men, that were able to doetheir countrey great ſeruice 
againſ the Romaines, for him that was but one man, & 
old, and vnable to doe his coumrey any great good. And 
though the Romaines wereloth that the 0'd man,who 
had done them (uch ſeruice*, ſhould returne againeto 
them that wouid put him to ſome vnworthy death 
yet hee was (o aftected torhe loue of his coauntrey, and 
to the keeping his promiſe with his enemies ; tha 
hee retuling to be layed by the Romaines, told them, 
hee would rather chuſe to dye any cruel] death , the 
that it (mould be ſayd hee had broken his faith , Andlo 
returning to Carthage with the other Ambaſſadoun, 
for the hatred they conceiued againſt him, for diſſw# 
ding the Romaines from their petition , they cur off hs 
eye-lyddes, and put him into anengin , that was ſticked 
round about full of very ſharpe nayles, and ſuffred him 
there with continual watch & patne to dye a moſt gri 
vous death. Decins another noble Romane,& one of the 
Conſuls, being in the field withthe Romaines forces& 
gainſtthe Latins, & perceauing his men to (hrink & give 
place totheir cacmics , he by the aduiſe of their my 
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made his prayers to their falſe goddes for their helpe, 
and offring himſelfe to a voluntarie death for hiscoun« 
rey, put the ſpurres to his horſe, andthruſt himſelſe in- 
tothe middeſt of his enemies, by whom, after hee had 
ſlaine many ofthem,he was himſelfeat laſt overthrowen 
and flaine . Bur the courage of Deciws ſo daunted them, 
and embo!dened his owne men , that they carried away 
the victoric , with the deſtruction of the greater parrot 
their enemies, The like loueto his countrey(to which 
men ove the greateſt dutienext vnto God) wrought 
the like effect in Coarw king of Athens. For as the Do- 
crians came with their fofces to beliege Athens, Codrus 
hauing intelligence that: his enemics had ſent to Del. 

to aske counſell of Apollo, what would be the cuent 
df thcir warres,and that an(were was made them by the 
oracle,that the Docrians ſhould haue the victory,except 
they killedthe king of the Athenians : Codrw apparelled 
himſel{e likea common ſouldiour (leaſt if he ſhould be 
like anoble man, hee might be taken priſoner,and liue,) 
and went out of the Cittie with aburden of wood vp- 
pon his ſhoulders, into the enemies campe; and quar- 
reling of purpoſe with a common ſouldiour, wounded 
kim, arid wasſlaine himſelfe, The Docrians hearing that 
theking of the Athenians was ſlaine,raiſed their ine 


returned home againe , As Twbero was (itting in iudge-» 
mentin Rome, a Pye alighted vpon his head , and fare 
foftill, that he tooke her with his hand . And when the 
vouh(ayers anſwered, that ifthePye werelet go, it be- 
tokened deſtruQtion to the Empire: if ſhe were killed, 
then the ſame would fall ypon himſelf :he preferring the 
good of his countrey before his own life, killed the Pye, 
and not long after fulfilled the propheſie with his death, 
There want not ſome ſuchlike examples among Chri- 
V2 _ Ntians, 
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ſtians of latter yeares . V Vhen Calls had been beſieged 
eleuen monthes by king Edwerdthethird, and thejn. 
habitanrs driven to that extremitie that they muſt yegd 
tothe kings mercie, or perith, hee refuling their © 
would accept no other conditions, but that lixe of the 
beſt of the towne, ſhould ſuffer death , the reſt ſhoulg 
depart : VVhen the matter was had in conſultation, 
in the counſell-houſe among the principall men of the 
towne, who conlidcring that cither (ixc of them muſt 
dic, or elſe the whole muſt be deſtroyed ; hee thatſate 
in the firſt ſcate roſe vp and ſayde, that hee would offer 
himſelfe to the wrath of the enemic, and giuc hislife 
to his countrie: which example wrought ſuch emule. 
tion of pictie totheir countric tn thereſt,that the ſecond 
riſeth likewiſe, andthenthethicd, and ſorhe reſt, one 


_. after an other vntill they had made vp the numbered 
lixe,required by the king : whoal willingly ſuffred death 


tor their countrey. 

There happened at Rome in the middeſt of the mar- 
ket place, by meanes of an earthquake and othercm- 
les, the carth to open, and a very dcepe hole tobee 
made, which would not be filled with all the earth 
that could be throwne into it : the Romaines cauſed 
their Prieſts to viſe their accuſtomed ceremonies to 
their Goddes, to vnderſtand their pleaſure about thit 
matter : when they had hniſhed their ſacrifices, at 
ſwere was made them, that if they would hauvether 
common-ywealth perpetuall , they muſt ſacritice into 
this hole ſome thing, wherein the Romaines powet 
did moſt conliſt, And as this matter was publiſhed, 
and conſultations daily had 'what manner of thing this 
ſhould be, Aſarcus Cwrtius a Noble young gentlemat 
and a valiant ſouldicr , meditating vpon the interpt& 

tation 
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Of the Felicitie of man. 293 
tnion of thisanſwere, rold them'rhat therhing where. 
in the power of the Romaines moſt reſted, wasthe ver- 
we, and valour, and armes of the gentlemen : and of- 
fred himſclte willingly for the benefit and proſperitie 
of his countrie, to caſt himſelfe alive into,that' hole, 
And when he had armed himſelfe, and attired his horſe 
verierichly, hee purterh his ſpurresto him, and leapeth 
into the middeſt of the hole, which immediatly cloſed 
together. Zeonidas king of Sparta, having intelligence 
that Xerxes king of Perſia (who brought into Greece 
an arrmnie of a 1000000 men, afrer ſome wrirers, be- 
ſides his navie) had found out away to aſflayle him, 
and the reſt of the Grecians armie at their backes, that 
were defending his paſſage through a ſtraight ; hee 

(waded the Grecians to retyre and preſerue them- 
ſelues for a better time : and when they were depar- 
ted ro their ownecitties, hee with hue hundred men, 
who were all reſolute to die with him for the honour 
of their countrie, in the night aſſayled Xerxes campe; 
(uch an enterpriſe, as never before nor lince hath beene 
heard of : The enemies being diſmayed with their 
bold and furious charge, an accident vnlooked for, and 
terrified by the darkeneſſeof chenighr, ſuſpecting that 
althe force of Greece had beene aſſembled together, 
fledto (aue themſelues,and gave Leonidas,and his com- © 
panie leave to kill chem at their pleaſure, without'any 
great reliſtance . And as Leonidas having promiſed be- 
tore to kill the king with his owne hand , if fortune fa- 
voured him, preſſed into the kings pavillion , killing all 
that garded the place , and madeſearch for him in eue- 
riecorner ; hee vnderftoode that Xerxes had conuayed 
imſelfe away in the heginning of the tumult, who 0- 


theriſe was like to haue drunke ot the ſame cup asthe 
V3 other 
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other did: And when they had wearied themſelues with 
killing their enemies, and the day beganneto ſhew, the 
Perſians that were fied vptotheroppe of a hill , look. 
ing backe and perceaning the ſmall number that pur. 
ſued them , turned againe and pur them all ro the 
ſword . Thus Leonidas and his companie, tor the loye 
of their countrie, ſacrificed themſelues to a voluntarie 
death, withour any hope or meaning to eſcape: whoſe 
courage and valiant enterpriſe made (ſuch. an impreſs 
fon of feare in the harts of the Perſians, that Xerxe 
. left his Lieutenant to Tuan wartes, andretur. 
ned backe againe into his countrey : an enterpriſe wore 
thie of perpetuall memorie ; hue hundred mento put 
tO er an armie that dranke the rivers drie as they 
alled. 
; The reſpeRt the Heathens had to the obſervation, 
not of one or two, but ofall morall vertues , may make 
Chriſtians bluſh to thinke what obſervers they would 
haue beene of Chriſtian vertues, it they had knowne 
God as we doe, Zeleucus made a law among the Locth 
ans that whoſocuer committed adultery ſhould loo 
both his eyes: it chaunced that his ſonne was condeme 
ned for that crime, and determining that the penaltieof 
the law ſhould with ſeuerity be inflicted vpon him; ye 
beingantreatcd by the earneſt petition of the wholecity, 
Who in as much as in them wes, for the honor and reues 
rence of thefather, forgaue theneceſsitic of the puniſh 
ment of the yoting man, hiſt cauſed one of his own eh 
andafter one ot his ſonnes eyes tobe plucked out, let 
ving light tro them both, Thus though the rigour fthe 
law wasinafortqualitied , yet the penaltie thereof w#s 
by a wonderfull moderation of equitic ſufticiently fub 
filled , deuiding himſcite indifierently berweenea we 
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| Senate: and being admoniſhed by one that ſtood nexr 
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cifull facher, and a iuſt law-maker. Charondas having pa- 
caficd the (editious aſſembliesofthe people, and mea« 
ning to provide for the like in time rocome, madea 
law that whoſocuer did enter into the Senate with any 
weapon , ſhould preſently bee flaine : in proceſſe of 


time, it chaunced him to returne to his houſe froma 


farre journey out of the countrey,, hauing his ſword by ". 


his ſide, and in the ſame ſort as hethen was , forgetting 
chelai , vppon ſome preſent occaſion he went intothe 


him , that he had broken his owne law : Nor ſo (quoth 
he) but I will confirmeit, and immediatly drawing his 
ſword, and turning the point to his breſt, he fell downe 
won it and ſlew himſelte. I note not this example, be- 
cauſe I allow of the faQt, but that men may ſce how care- 


fully the Heathens obſerved juſtice and morall vertues, 


which they preferred beforetheir owne life : for when 
hee might ealily haue excuſed himſelfe , by baſteand 
forgerfulneſſe, yer leaſt that might bee an occaſion to 
ſome other with an euill intent to offend the law, hee 
choſe rather ro warne others by his owne example, 
Inlizs Ceſar cauſed one of his Capraines to be behea- 
ded , becauſe he had diſhonoured the miſtreſſe of the 
houſe where hee lodged , without ſtaying for oneto 
xcuſe him , or for her husbands complaint . Solymars 
Emperour of the Turkes, ſent his Baſla into Valona 
to palle into Italy ; this man landed art the haven"of 
Caltro , which ſo diſmayed the inhabitantes, that 
they yeelded themſelues ro him , vppon his oath and 
promiſe that they ſhoulde depart with bagge and 
dappage: but contrarie to his faith, heecauſed them 
altobe (laine, except ſuch as were thought fir ro ſerue 


lorſlaues, After his returne to Conſtantinople the grear 
V4 TT urke 
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Turke beeing aduertiſed of his breach of fayth, cauſed 
himrobe ſtrangled, and ſent backe all his priſoners with 
their goods into Italy. Among the rare examples of the 
Heathens,we will recite a ſtrange kind of ſeueritie vſed 
Gif by Chriftians,out of the hiſtories of the Swyſlers. The 
© + , 4, 4, Swyſlershauea free common-wealth, whereof they are 
_——_ fy2 ſpa * very icalous : T here was a young man among them,thax 
[4+ {:-.4=-4 þ 7} went about to vſurpethe gouernment& alter the ſtate, 
hers cholÞre whom when they had condemned to death,iudgement 
was giuen , that the execution (hould be doone by hig 
Father, as the cauſe of his enill education , that hee 
might recciue his death by the author of hislie,and rhar 
the father in ſome ſort might be puniſhed tor his negli- 

gence vied inthe education of his child. 
And theſe were notable examples of iuſtice and poli 
cie vied by the Emperours Traian , Antoninus Pius, 4- 
lexander Seaerns, and others, vvorthy ot conlideration; 
becauſe the felicicic of Princes is ſaid ro be in wel gouer- 
* ning theyr people. For that Common-wealth ( ſaith 
one) cannotdecay, where the poote haue ivſtice, and 
the wicked rich men puniſhment: and eſpecially,if there 
be oor doctrine for the young, and little couctonſnes 

intheold, 

| 1 nol for ma9i/ as In the dayes of Traian, none that had charge of it 
27. 1-1 - Nice might augment his goods: but in that eſtate ofti- 
ches or pouerne wherein he beganne to gouerne, inthe 
ſame he was to containe himſelte, and to looke for re-. 
ward at the Princes hand , according to his merite, 
Hoc deterius habet reſpublica , quo matis res private florent. 
# Hee alſo conlidering the great impoueriſhing and tedi- 
onſnes that long ſutes broughtto his people, ordained 
thar all ſures of Italy (hould corinue but one veere, & the 


{utes of other countries but halte aycere. The Empe- 
rout 
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rour Antoninus never ſent any Pretour to-goucrne any: 
Province, that was wiſe and valiant onely, but hee alſo: 
muſt be withour any intection of prideand couetouſ- 
me}: 
4 


neſſe : For he thought that no man covld well gouerne _/., tenref 
zcommon wealth , that is ſubiect ro pride or couctouſs 7 590) /an for 
neſſe, Vnto Prztours, Cenſours, and Queſtours before {naurrbre. rom 
he gaue them any countrey togouerne, he cauſed them -j.J,n 0, - 

firſt ro giue vp an Inuentorie of their owne proper — 
goods, tothe end that whentheir charge was hniſhed, 
the increaſe of their wealth (ſhould beconlidered , And 
toyntly therewith he did both ſay and warnethem, that 
he ſent them to miniſter Ivſtice, and not by traude to 
robbe his people. The Emperours Yalentimien and 
Theodoſiucs tooke this order with Iudges and gouernours 
of Provinces, that they ſhould (weare atthe entring in»: 
to their charge, that they had not giuen nor promi- 


ſed any thing, and that they would not giue, - nor W- «alt = 
alt 


cauſe to be given any thing ; and alſo that they would 14 G for 
take nothing but their fee, And if it were proued that Zr 


they had taken any thing (being lawfull for every man RF 
to accuſe them) they ſhould pay fouretimes ſomuch 
belides the infamie and periurie ; and the like penaltic 

was 2gainſl him that gaue the preſent , The Emperour 
Iaſiinian would ſay , that all Indges ought ro contemne __ 
riches, and to ſhew their handscleane to God, tothe ©*2%% 
Emperour, or King, and tothe law : which is alſoro be 

\nderſtood of all Magiſtrars and gouernours ,. It 1s vn- 

poslible (ſaith one) bur the ſame day thar riches and trea- 

lures begin to increaſe inthe houſes of Magiirats and + mala , 
ludges, that the (clſe Tame day , the adminiſtration 'of 

[aſlice ſhould not decay. And though he wereready to 

pardon all other offences: yet in the execution of Iuſtice, 


hethat did offend, though the matter were not great,he 
would 


- - 
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would with great ſeueritic puniſh him grieuouſly, 7f3. 
tis & aquitas maxime reddunt diuturniiimperium, V hen 
Azg.Caſar ſent a gouernour into Aﬀeica with the charge 
of iuſtice; My friend (quoth he) I put you notintruſt 
with mine honour,nor commit to you my iuſtice,to the 
end you ſhould be enuious of innocents,& an executio« 
ner of tranſgreſſors, butthat with one hand you ſhould 
help to maintainethe good, & with theother hand help 
roamend the euill: andift you will know what mine in« 
tent is, I ſend you to be a grandfather for orphanes, an _ 
aduocare for widowes,a plailter forthe grieued, a ſtaffe 
forthe blind, and a fathertoall , Afar. Awrelius hndi 
fault with the cuill choiſe that is made many times of 
Magiſtrats and Iudges, demaundeth whereof ſpringeth 
the (candall of the people, and infamy of the Prince, & 
the danger to iuſtice : Thecaule is (ſaith he) the order 
now a dayes by which all things goe out of order, the 
fauourites importuning the Prince , and the Prince not 
refuſing ; they decciuing him, and he ſuffering himſelfe 
ro bedeceiued . They preferretheyr triends to offices 
in recompence of their friendſhip, ſomerine theyr ſer« 
vaunts, in recompence of theyr ſeruice, as though th 
prouided offices tor men, not men tor ofthces, So that. 
tew oftices remaine for the vertuous, that are giuen him 
onely, becauſe he is vertuous , Butthe office of Tuſtice 
ought not to be giuen him that procureth it, but to him 
thatbeſt deſeruethit. And Harault ſaith, that a Prince 
ſhouldrake heed that he beſtow nottwo oftices or moe 
vpon one man; for in ſo dooing hee bereaueth himſelfe 
of the mcanes to recompence many , and is not ſo well 
ſerued as otherwiſc he (hou!d be : for (as Alexander Se- 
werns Was wontto ſay) it is a hard matter that hee which 
hath two charges at once, ſhould be ableto vſc m__ 
118 
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bisowne honour, and his Maiſters profit. The way 
wiſeto attaine to honour, is ſtopped to othersthat are 
meete men,& ſufficient, when one occupieth the place 
and honor of many, T he like care a Prince ſhovldtake, 


that the offices which he giuerh , may cometreclie ro 4... 


him vpon whom hebeſtoweth them : and that no per- 
ſoas take any money or gift for theyr helps or furthe- 
rance to the obtayning of thoſe othices yfor he that buy- 
eth an office, muſt ſell the adminiſtration of itz and this 
diſcommodny alſo commerh of it , that men wil be diſ- 
courazed to ſecke and follow vertue,when they ſhal ſee 
that aduauncement isnet obtained by vertue}, bur by 
money} And a P1ince ſhould foreſee thathee place very 
good men in offices, for ſuch men as Princes placein au- 
thoritie, ſuch they aretakenthemſelues to be : and ther- 
fore a Prince (ſhould informe himſelfe by ſecret intel- 
ligence, asalſo by common fame of ſuthcient men, 
vpon whom to beſtow his offices, and rather make his 
owne choiſe, then preferre men at the ſute of his fauou- 
rites, It is an ancient peftilence (ſaith one) in the Courts 
of Princes, that when the Prince is diſpoſed to beare ab- 
fection, or honour to any perſon, foorthwith they mur- 
mur, and ioyne together to diſgrace and perſecute hin: 
for vp ſtepps enuie on the one ide, and detrattion on 
the other (two olde Courtiers, and Twotneenemies to 
vertue) who neuer leaveto ſollcite and importune the 
Prince, vntill they haue wrought him out of his fauour, 
And yet were it more commendable and behoouefull 


£ 


Fran, 
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for a Prince (ſayth one) after good deliberation, and *"®* 


aduiſed reſolution, to be conſtant in his determina- 
tion, and not to beremooued nor altered with words, 
Grezorie Tholof, ſayeth , that Princes commic a faule 
vwhten they gue offices of rule, for fauour, loue, orre> 


COM- 
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compencevnaduiſedlie , without due examination of 
their ſufficiencie; for they ſhould remember that they 
gre called to the gouernment of the Common-wealth, 
not for themſclues, or for their friends or fauorites,bur 
rather for the protit of others that be comitred to theyr 
gouernment : and therefore in an cuillchoiſe , rhey are 
m danger of a double puniſhment, when they ſhal come 
to aun{were their dooings betore G O D, both for that 
| they of whom they made choiſe haue behaued them- 
ſclaes euilly, and for thatthey gaue them power to doe . 
evill, Yer they may neverthelefle beſtow honour &ri- 
ches vpon their friends and fauorites, but ſo farre foorth 
as theright of the Common wealth remaine whole,and 
rake no harmethereby, S. Lewes the French King , by 
his teſtament ordained that his ſonne ſhould ſee good 
lawes obſerued, and to make choiſe of wile Counſellers, 
and of ripe yeeres,and that no money ſhould be rakento 
make otticers; for men (hovld not obtaine offices by 
money, by ambition, nor by fauour ; that he doe iuſtice 
indifterently to all, by which Kings doe raigne : and not 
belceue too (oone, T hat his ſeruants be wile,peaceable, 
not covetovs, backbiters nor quarrellers, Quin, Curtius 
ſaith, a Prince ought to beſtow more care & coſt in get» 
ting a wilc Counlcller, then inconqueſts, Alexander Ste 
werus, Adrian, and others, Emperours of Rome, would 
call ro their counſ(el,nort their tauorirs, but men learned, 
rave, & experienced, & of a good conſcience, Princes 
' thold noteſteem men bytheirriches & ſtate, but by their 
vertue & connerſation, One asked 7razan the Emperot 
how he made (o cood a choiſe of coun{ellers & friends 
he replied, that his good hap came hereof, that he choſe 
tho neither coverous men nor lyers: for they in who cob 
uctouſnes or lying bath any place,cannot love perfe-tly. 


And 


to his friends or fauorites, that he made c 
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Andthe French King Charles the eyght would often ſay 
hoyſe of them, 
for the opihion hee had that they were of the honeſter 
ſort, and ſuch asin whom he mighe por his truſt, fearing 
but one fault in them, thatthey will ſuffer themſelues to 
be overcome with couetouſneſle, whereunto they may 


becali!y allured and rempred, by meanes of the credire 


they haue with him: but if he ſhould vnderſtand, thar 
for gaine they ſhould commaund any vniuſtthing , or 
not honeſt, they ſhould looſe his fauour for ever, 

They that bein fauour (ſaith one) with Princes, a- 
buſe the Prince when they name or preferre to offices, 
and dipnities, and gouernment, ſuch as beof their faQti- 
on, and at their commaundement , not ſuch as be wor- 
thy, but ſuch as will be inſtruments to ſerue their rurne, 
and ſuch as they may freely commaund as their crea- 
tures & dependants,and dare not gaineſay them; wher- 
of enſ{uerth often many inconueniences. And therefore 
Princes ought to be very circumſpeQ, and ſo 1o handle 
the matter, that they who be choſen to offices of go- 
vernment and dignities, depend immediatly vpon chem, 
& not vpon others,that they may haue free men to their 
ethcers and Mayiſtrates, that are bound and beholding 


tonone but to them , A Prince (ſayth one) ſhould be Greg.Tho, 


ſure ro make choiſe of very good counſellers,of approo- 
ved life and manners, ſuch as God commaunded Moſes 


_ tomake choiſe of : and they ſhould be (faith hee) taith- 


full, wiſe, true ſpeakers, nut flatterers, conſtant, modeſt, 
podly, ſecret: ſuch as knowe the mindes of the ſub- 
ects,and ſtate of the country, of good yeeres, that haue 
talted of both fortunes, and are more apt to execute 
then to innouate matters : choſen not by ſute ,, nor 
dy priuate, butby publique commendation: and ſuch 
as. 
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as be not headſtrong and obſtinaee in defence of theyy 
opinion, free from paſsionsand affeQtions , and not de. 
firous of gaine, Good counſellers make a good and hap. 
pic principalitic : and 'wiſedome and counſell is bener 
then force, as it was ſaid intimespaſt of the Romanex; 
Romanus ſedendo vincit. By the Law inthe twelue Ta- 
bles, a Senator or Counſeller muſt be tree from vice,and' 
muſt bee a ſpectacle to others : and no man might 
come into chat order that was giuecn to any vice, And 
this is commendable ina vviſe Prince, to hearetheopi. _ 
nion of many, and keepe ſecrer to himſelfe which of 
them ke meaneth to follow, vntill he commaund to 

KK iN execution, Veegetwms thus aduiſeth a Prince: V Vhat 
yee have to doe conterre with many ; what ye will doe, 
with very tew , or rather with your ſelfe onely : for 
there be no better counſells, thn thoſe whichthe ene« 
mic knoweth not before they be put in execurion, 

_ Epimnndus the Phyloſopher giueth this counlaile to 
Princes: In the Courts of Princes there ought no grees 
dy or couectous men to be familiar with him , nor ot his 
counſcll: tor the Princes giue great occaſion to be ha- 
ted of the people , vvhen theyr ſeruaunts haue alwaics 
their hands open to recciue bribes. In the Courts of 
Princes there ought no flethly men to be their fauorits: 
forthe vice of the fleſh hath in it ſo little profit , that he 
which is wholly overcome therewith, ought alwaiesto 
be of the Prince (uſpected,. In the pallace of a king, there 
ought not to be drunkards nor gluttons - for they that 
| beouercome with the excelle of cating & drinking, are 
vatic to give theyr Prince good counſaile, In the pallace 
ot Princes, there ought tobe no blaſphemers : tor hee 
that will not feareto blaſpheme his Creator openly,will 


got tcareto ſpeake cull of his Prince ſecretly , Alexay« 
| _ 


0/the Felicitie _” an, 
der Senerns inthe beginning of 'craiane, dſchirged af 


them that were known to be vicious perſons fromrheir 
offices, and forced them to make reſtitution of all thar 
they had bribed or purloyned, and from thenceforth to 
live of their owne proper labour, Pindarus greatly com- 
mendeth the Citty of Corinth, becauſe honeſtic raigned 
there, which had three daughters: Good lawes, Tuſlice 

and Peace, that brought them all goad things. Conſtan- 
wine the great , after hee had overcome Lycinins, cauſed 
this proclamation to be made; Ifthere be any, of whar 
place, eſtate,or dignity ſocuer , that aſlureth himſelfe he 
can truly and manifeſtly prooue any thing againſt any of 
my Iudges,Earles,friends or Pallatines, that he hath nor 
ſeemed todeale vprightly and juſtly, let him come ſafely 
and enforme me, | will heare, I wittknow,& it it be pro- 
ved, | will revenge my (cite, By which it appeareth,thar 
232 g00d paſtor of his people, appointed by God, he ac- 
counted the iniurics done to his people,to be dooneto 
bimſelfe, For a Priace,ſaith one, ſhould nener denie in- 
ſlice ro the poore man becauſe heis poore, norpardon 
therich man, becauſeheis rich: hee ſhould neuer giue 
reward for affection only, nor puniſh only through paſ- 
hon. He ſhould never leaue evill vnpuniſhed, nor good 
vnrewarded : hee ſhould never denic juſticeto him that 
demaundeth it, nor mercie to him that deſeructh it: 
he ſhould neuer commaund puniſhment DE 2BIys 
nor promiſe reward beeing merry : he ſhould alwayes 

labour to be loted of the good, and feared ofthe wic- 

ked: and laſtly , he ſhould favour the poore, rhat can 

doe little, that he may befauoured of G O D, that 

can doe all, The cheefe ſtrength of a Kingdome is 10 David. 
loue iuſtice, Cicero would. haue the contempt of rem- | 
porall goods to bce no lefſe in Magiſtrates then 
hy) 
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incrue-Philoſophers. Ariſtotle would ſay, that there was 
not aruleto be given of greater imporrance in euerie, 
Common wealth, then to provide by lawes that Magi. 
ſtrates ſhould not be couecrous, nor ſharp ſet vpon their 
profite. Platarch ſaith , Heethat enricherth himſelſe by 
manazing the affai:es of the eſtate, and raketh preſenr, 
committeth ſacriledge, isan vnfaithtull Counſcllour, a 
forſworne Iudge,a corrupt Magiſtrate,and dehled with 
all manner of wickednes that a man may commit. Heſis 
des faith,that Iuſtice is a virgine vndehiled, alwaies lod- * 
ged with honour, reverence, temperance, & the com» 
mon profitc, hating all preſents, There are many anci- 
ent orders in divers Common wealths, that forbid all 
manner of preſents ro be taken by Magiſtrates and Iud-» 
ges, Demoſthenes (authy, that thoſe Common-wealthsare 
ſicke, where the Magiſtrates be occupied in receiving 
"4 Cato would ſay,thata man ſhold not deſireofa 
Tudge or Magiſtrat,neither a iuſt nor an vnivuſt thing : he 
would alſo ſay, that Iudges, Captaines and gouernours, 
ſhould not enrich themſclues intheir charge, but with 
honour and good reputation. Vn(atiable couetouſnes 
in Magiſtrates & officers (faith one) infecteth the come 
mon-vealth with all manner of vices. And therefore 
many Priaces in time paſt, would take away from their 
Magiſtrates and officers, theriches & lands which they 
haJ cxcelsiuely gotten together.Cicero would hauethat 
totake place in all Magiſtrates , - that they might carry 
themſelues the more circumſpeCtly , which Alexander 
the great would vaunt of himſelfe, that heethoughtdl 
things that he did, to be doonein the Theater of the 
world. The Emperour Alexander Sewerss had a ſeruant 
11 his Court called Y etwrivs Twrings, a man of bad con- 


ditions, whom hc ſcemed ro loue and fauour, T his o_ 
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r at hispleaſure: no 
made all men belecue (that 


the Emperour as he. And when Alexander was aduer- 
tized of his lewd behaviour and briberie, & how he de- 
ceived manie; hee cauſed oneto requeſt Twrinw to ob- 
nine a ſute of Alexander : who eh and comming 
daylieintothe Princeschamber, would alwayes enforme 
the ſuter,though moſt vnrruly, what hee had ſaid tothe 
Emperour in his behalfe,, and what anſwere was made 
him againe. After Alexendey had intelligence of theſe 
things, and of the bribes hee hadreceiued , hee cauſed 
Twinw to be apprehended, and the matter being proo- 
ved, and how much he had that way robbed,and how 
argely he vſedto promiſe, and how little he performed ; 
the Emperour cauſed him to bee faſtened aloft vppon a 
ſake openly in Rome, and vnder him was ſet greene 
wood and vet ſtrawe ; whereunto when fire was put, 
there came ſuch a ſmoke vp to hisnoſe,that within ſhort 
ime he was miſerably choked and ſtifled to death;a cri- 
ewith aloud voice making proclamation, Fame punitur 
aw fumum vendidit : he that folde ſmoke, is Nlifled with 
moke,T his Emperour had another ſeruant called Beloy, 
who promiſed a Gentleman to obtaine a great ſute for 
lim of Alexander , with whom hee pretendedto bee in 
gezt f2uoOUT, and received of him a great ſumme of mo- 
xy; which being knownerto Alexander, and that which 


an to be very hurtfull tothe common wealth, 


amoſt vniuſt matter, hecauſed him to be crucifed : 
ting, that none ſhould dareto aduenture to ſell the fa- 
wur of the Princeto the preiudice of his people. And 
boughthis Emperour would vſe the aduiſe of men that 
were wiſe, and of a ſyncere mind in waighty — 
c 
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had acceſſe to the E Fel 
was ſhut againſt him; | 
were ſuters) that no man had ſo much conference with 
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yes The fourth books, 
would never commit his truſt and ſecrers to any {pg 
ciall perſon: for he v{cd to ſay,tharwhcnthe * 
vnderſtand that the Prince is counſelled or directed 
any one perſon , (uch a one may bee with giftes andre. 
queſts ealily corrupted . Phillip de Comines ſaith , thaif 
any private man hath ſuch favour and grace with the 
Prince, that all others becompelled to feare and pleaſe 
him,that man raignerh and enioyeth the kingdome,and 
ideth ſo carefully for his owne matters, that hee 
negleQeth the affaires of the common wealth , And 
thoſe Magiſtrates that beare chiefe rule in the commen 
wealth vnder their Piince, are thought ro commit z 
fault, when they giue ſuch eſpecial credit to any of thei 
ſeruants or favorites , as to ſuffer them to be the prefer. 
rers and ſolliciters of mens (utes : abuſing thereby many 
times their credit with their mailter , to the hindrance 
of right and iuſtice, rotheir owne gaine , and his ſcans 
dale: wherein they might doe much better to heareſu- 
rers deliner their owne cauſe, and let their ſeruantes& 
fauorites meddle with their private affaires. Theſerwo 
things may be obſcrued in hiſtories to be dangerous, & 
apparant ſignes & notes of the ruine or alterationofa 
common wealth: the one, whenthe riches & wealthot 
the realme is gathered together into a fevy mens hands 
& thereſt live in want and extreame pouerty: the other, 
when the Magiſtrates be couetous, and iuſtice corrup- 
red, and the people licentious and wicked, and given 
all maner of vice, Andthere be three linnes eſpecially 
boue all others (noted by hiſtorians) that bring dange 
and publike puniſhment and calamitie to kingdomsand 
empires; Vngodlineſle, Iniuſtice,& Luxuriouſneſſe:Vt> 
godlines troubleth the Church, Iniuſtice the common 
wealth, Luxuriouſnes private familics ; and the burtin 
= ” particulx 
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particular redoundeth to the whole. The vices of priuat 
Flies enter into the common wealth ; the vicesof 
thecommon wealth into euery mans houſe; and the in- 
ſeftion of them buth corrupteth the Church, As con- 
raiwiſe: It the eccleltaſticall diſcipline begin to decay, ,,, 
the others fall with it : for if godlineſſe be exringuilhed, þ,,,, 
the loue of honeſtie and vertue waxeth colde. Theſe Vi- 
cesdelinered the TIewes to the Aﬀſyrians , & the Greekes 
tothe Turkes. Joſephus reporteth that in his time the 
lewes were growne {o wicked, thatif the Romanes had 
not deſtroyed them , without doubt, euher rhe carch 
would haue opened and ſwallowed them vp , or els fire 
from heauen would haue conſumed them. 

Our owne age hath giuen vs examples & experience 
ofthe dangers that the generality of vices,and corrupti- 
onof good maners & cuſtomes hath brought to acom- 
mon wealth ; and how neceſlarie itis fora Prince tobe 
nquilitiue, and looke often into the maners of his mini- 
fers and ſubjects; and to foreſee in ſeaſon, that the cor- 
ruption of a few members doe not infect the whole bo- 
Ge of the common wealth . In the latter troubles of 
Framnce , in the raigne of Henrie the third, all the ſtares, 
bythe kings appointment, were aſſembled, to reforme 
thediſorders, abuſes, and corruptions, that were crept 
mo all parts of the realme, V Vhen they had reckoned 
to the king, inthe aſſembly , the generalitie of vices, 
the diſorders, abuſes, and corruption, which had ouer- 
mn all parts of Frexce, they (et before his eyes, with elo- 
You ſpeech, the euill beſtowing of the eccleſiaſtical 

cons vppon perſons vnfit: the ambition , theco- 
voufneſſe, the plurality of benefices, the nonreſiden- 
ae, the contempt of the lawe of Ged the luxurjout- 
des & diſſoluteneſſe of Biſhops and principall Prelates, 
XY (except 
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(except ſome fewe) that ietted in great pompe vp and 
downe his Court , andinall other places with 

of ſeruants the moſt wicked and lewd in all rhe realme, 
their houſes ſound not of Pſalmes and {ongs tothe ho. 
nour of God, bur of barking of dogges , and linging of 
birds, and of all manner of diſſolute voyces. 

Then they ſhewed, how their noble men and pemte. 
men were degenerate fromtheir forefathers, and wha 
vices were now vſuall amongſt chem: and among the 
reſt, their ſwearings, and blaſphemies of the namedf 
God, whereas the oath of theyr forcfathers was, By the 

faith of 8 Gentleman , which was done with great reve. 
rence,and incaſes neceſsary, and not otherwiſe, And 
ſpeaking more generally , blaſphemy (ſay they) is theyr 
mother-rongue, and ordinary with many Frenchmen: 
Adultery is rothema paſtime: Symonie is comon mar- 
chandiſe: The richer ignorant ſort of the Realrae, find 
place inthe chicte dignities: menare knowne ratherby 
theyr proude attirethenby theyr vertue, theyr know- 
ledge, or by theyr goodneſſe, Then come they to the 
ouerthrow of juſtice, & thegreart abuſe that was there- 
1n committed, the delayes, the ſubtiltics, and diſgut- 
ling ofthe truth that was there vſuall, the miſerie of 
them that followed ſutes by the ſubriltie of the parties, 
the little zcale and negligence of Iudges, by ſo many de- 
layes, ſuch prolongings, whereby iuſtice was not robe 
exerciſed, but rather vexed & encombred,and ofrentro- 
den vnder foote: that the particuler reſpect of manie, 
was the cauſe of theſe evills, who laboured by thy 
meanes ro encreaſe their eſtate to theyr poſterity, 
Of theſe and (andry ſuch like things (ſay they) the 
king had appointed to be informed of his Iudges, but F | 
his comandemem yas all one, as if he had not _— | 
ed: 
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ded : for all was vnprofitable and vnfruitfull , And this 
is the wickednefle of this time, that the Iudges are 
bound to iudge according rothelawes, as they have 
ſworne,and promiſed whenthey receiued their charge: 
yet notwithſtanding it is glorious to a great manie 
Judges in theſe dayes to ſay , that they are not bound to 
wudge according to the lawes written by the Lawyers, 
but they will judge according tro their owne braines, 
whereof it followeth, that as euerie one aboundeth in 
his owne (ence, ſo many heades, ſomany opinions ; ſo 
manie Courres, ſo many ſentences, 

Heereof riſeth the diuerſitie of indgements in the 
like caſes , and in the ſelfe ſame matter ; by meane 
whereof the poore ſuters fall into infinite charges and 
immortall ſutes: Lawes ſeeme no other thinges 'then 
written papers, Then proceeding to other diſorders and 
abuſes,they came to the ſelling of ofhces,and the power 
ofiudgement , which was the cauſe that the more wic- 
ked ſort was moſt honoured , the moſt ignorant moſt 
eſteemed ; that the ſtronger oppreſſeth without pu- 
niſhment the weaker ; that without (cruple they ſelf _ 
that iuſtice by retaile that was bought in groſle ; that 
the Citties and countries were ouerwhelmed with mur- 
ders and robberies vnpuniſhed; that there was no or- 
der in gouernement , neither reſpect to thelawe, nor 
loue to vertue, and that a kcentiouſneſle addicted to 
al eui!l is ſpread throughout allthe realme. Now (ſayd 
they) if yon will curne from you the ruines that are 
prepared , you muſt diſgrade and I 
& well of your Prelates, as of your ciuill magiſtrates 
that are now eſtabliſhed in your high Courtes, and 
puniſh them ſeuerely that haue abuſed themſelues in 
wei callinges and offices, otherwiſe you cannot pre- 

X 2 ſcrue 
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your counſel! \ith them, and God will bethere amo 
them ; God is alwaycs at hand with the feared 
will rather bring to- effect your enterpriſes'by theip 
hands whom hee bleſſerh , thenby the ſabtill devi- 
ſes of prophane wiſe men., whoſe labour heecurſerh; 
it is veric rue, that good men are not ſcene to walke 
in rroupes by great companies, yet let the torrent of 
corrupt manners bee neuer (o- violent , 'the world 
was never, nor will bee without ſome number of men 
ef-excellent vertue. Howe many heroycall courages 
| eniſhed with a holie magnanimitie and with an in« 
credible valour, bec in the ſtate of the Nobilirie and 
Gemilitic (not rheic villanous blaſphemous Nobilitie 
. and Gentilitie) bur that which loues and feares God; 
that neuer ſave your Court, but remaine in theirhous 
ſes without being imployed; which kind of men,it they 


were employed im your ſeruice,would ina few moneths. 


reforme all che ruines and diſorders of the ſtare. But 
theſe- men are not knowne bur- of God , and of 
ſome good men, King Boccas preſented tothe Senateof 
Rometheſe verſes, among others, in reprehenſionof 
ſome diſorders that were dangerous to a common. 


wealth. 


VVobeto that kingdome where al be ſuch, that nei+ 


ther the good are knowne among the euill,nor theeuill: 
among the good, | 
VVoebeto that realme where the poore be ſuffered: 
to be proud, and the richto beryrants. 
VVoebeto that realme where ſo great vices be com» 
mitted openly ,. which ia. ſome other counties a 
FL2 W 


where good and: honeſt men doe' dwell, andrepleniſh 
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But to returne tothe Heat - And what an <ex- 


ample of continencie or rather (for Plu- 
twch faith , Cominencie is no vertue , but the way 
to vertue, that is remperance)- was (hewed-by Scipio, 
being Generall of the Romanes Armic. in Spaine, 
when in the flower of his yourh,, certaine beautifull 
young women of the nobilitie were taken priſoners, 
and brought ro him : among the which there was a 
young virgin that was contraCt vnto a Prince of the 
countrey of Luceio, of ſucha ſingular beautie and fa» 
your , that whether ſoeuer (hee went ſhee drewe 
al mens eyes to behold her, Scipio committed her 
and the reſt to ſafe cuſtodie, with firaight charge 
that no diſhonour oa by _ them : and ſeat 
for the parents and husban this young virgin : 
and ht. wo wordes yſed — , hee 
reſtored the virgin to her husband vndefiled, inthe 
ſame ſort hee recceiued her : forthe which hee told him 
hee would looke for none other ſatisfaftion , but that 
hee would beeafriendeto the people of Rome: And 
when her parentes offered him a great-ſumme of mo+ 
ney in gold , which they had brought for her ranſom, 
deliting him earneſltlie to acceprit; and affirming that 
they (hould rake the receiving of that money for as 
greata pleaſure as the reſtoring of their daughter - 
Scipio ſeeing their importunacie, tolde them he would 
Xcept it, and commaunded them to lay downe the 
golde ar his feete , and calling the young Prince, hee 
pave him this gold with his wife for her dower, ouer & 


ides that which her parents had promiſed to giue 


bim,T he young man returned imo bis 


Wite & gold in great io, and publiſhed euery where as 
X 4 he 
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212 The fourth books = 
he went, thatthere was a young man comeintoSpaing) | 
like vnto the that overcame all with Armes, with 
Curreſie, and Liberalitie: and within few dayes after, 
to ſhew himſelfe gratcfull , hee rezurned to Scipio with 
one thouſand foure hundred horſe. | 

Alexander the great, when he had taken Darius Mo. 
ther and his wife _— , a woman of finguler beau- 
tie, with divers other faire young virgins attending vp. 
on them, was of that continencie, that he would not be 
allured by rheir beauties, though inthe flouriſhing time 
of his youth, ro offer them any diſhonour : but cauſed 
them to be kept ſafe from all violence, and honourably 
vſed according totheir eſtate. 

The ſame Alexander, having appointed on a time 
ſome woman to be brought to him, after he had looked 

for her, when ſhe cameto his beds ſide, he asked 

her why ſhe had rarried ſo long : becauſe (quoth ſheh1 
could no ſooner ſteale from my husband, V Vhen Alex- 
ander heard that ſhe was a married woman, hee ſent her 
preſently away vntouched, becauſe he would not com- 
mit adultery. V Vhere ſhall we find ſuch ſcrupuloſitie 
of conſcience, or reſpeCt of honeſtic among Chriſtians, 
that know the greatneſſe of that (inne, and perilltherof, 
as was in that Heathen Monarch, that commaundedal- 
moſt all the world, and was ſubieQ to the controlement 
of no man, and did forbeare onely for vertues ſake? It is 
true chat the Poet ſaith, 


Non facile inuenies maltis © millibus vnum, 
Virtutem pretinum qui putet efſe ſai, 


Dioniſais the elder, hearing that his ſonne, who was to 
faccced him in his kingdome, had commirted _— 


ce CORES 


ther ener he heard of any 


maruell (q aorde eh borig ou hadnot a King wn nom Ph 
ther: Noon thou (ſaid (faid Ee 9) haves Kingr 
thy ſonne, if thou leauenott Thetyrane 


thought his ſonne woorthy ro be dilinhertedforcom- 
mitting adulterie, which now is an ordinarie mater, 6 
accounted a paſtime and play of the better ſort, Ag wow. 44a 
faid to Tuſtinian, you arenow rightly a King,ſeeing 

you can rule and gouerneyour $, by wearing on 


Gel 


your head the Diademe of temperance: ſor itisa verie 
great and a princely vertueto rule himſelfe, andto be- 
ware of his affeQions, the entiſements of pleaſures, of 


fraude, and of flatterers, 

And whereis there to be founde that faith and 
fection of friendſhip (aneceſlary vertue, and to be-im- 
braced of all men, among vs Chriſtians in whom' chari- 
tieand loue ought to abound ) as was betweene Damen 
and Pythias, i diners other Heathens , Damon and Py- 
thias were joyned t _ in ſuch perfeCt — 
that when Dyonifias t rant had determined ro put 
one of them to death, yer yerbunin obrayned of Dyoniſius 
licence to gochome for a time, to ſer histhings in or- 
der beforein ſhould die, vppon condition that his fel- 
lowe ſhould remaine with himto die the death appoin- 
ted to him, if he brake his day: the one departed 
ward delivered of the d he wasin, the other con- 


ſentedro remaine as a pledge in captivitie ,' that might 


have liued our of danger, V Vhen he was gone, all men 
and ſpecially y Doſs cxpe pected artentiuely what would : 
| be ry end of this ſtrange and doubtfull nate 

V Vhentheday appointed for hisreturne was athand, 


and he not come, cuery man condemned the other of 
mcerc- 
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meere folly, that ſo raſhly would aduenturehis life yps 
another mans word ; but he aſſuring em ave. S 
friends fidelitie, told them plaily, he repented nothing 
that he had done, nor had any miſtruſt in his comming; 
thevery ſame day and houre that was by Dymifes bo 
downe for hisreturne, his friend came: the tyrant mare 
uelling at their conſtancie and fideluic, pardoned them 
borh; and further,delired them that they would accept 
him for athird perſonin the ſocicric of their friendſhip, 
Ephenns having offended Dyonifans likewiſe, and beeir 
apprehended and brought before him, and cond 
= - . to die, made ſure to the T yrant for licenceto goe home 
Pu Wat /7>»»\ into his country to diſpole of his affaires, promilingts 
/ 1  returneto die (uch a day: Dyonis4us demanding a P'ecge 
| Pte ( he delivered him his friend Eweritzs , who boldly aſſen- 
S441'4 / tedto behispledge , andto ſuffer death if hee returned 
not. Ephenus departed, and came againe at the day pre: 
hxed, to the great admirationof all men, and cial 
Dyonizius, who pardoned them both, ſuch force had 
vertue to pacitie the rage of acruell Tyrant , whoſedife 
pulitionenclined to no other thing but vice, The pers 
tormance of this friendſhip was itoyned with honeſhe& 
diſcretion , but this that {ollowerh was more faithful 
then wiſe, 
T here were two Kings, the one of Denmarke, the 
other of Sueciz, called Hading and Hunding , that had 
omiſed ſuch an aſſured friend{t:ip, that whatſoever 
wppened tothe one, the other would be partaker of 
the ſame, cuento the death : it chanced that a falſe rw 
mour was brought to ading , that Handing was (laine 
by treaſon : hee, belicuing the report, toperforme his 
miſe, invited his Nobilitietoa banquet, and in the 
midſt of his hall hc had tulcd a great deepe vellell vvith 
delicate 
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them drinke vnrill they all drumk | 
ive fallen aſleepe, heethrew himſelfe downeheadlor 
« pegemn. oP — "hich 
beeing knownero the other king Hwndine', heeto per: 
SD his faith get en too aſſembled | 
all his peoplerogether, andin the ſight of them all han- 
ged himſelfe, 
| Such faith as was berweene Damon and Pyrbiaemuſt 
beſought for in ſome new found land; where Swannes 
be blacke, for it will hardly be found inthe knowne 
_ world, As the world declineth to old'age,and bringeth 
not forth his fruites with that vigour andvertue it hath- 
done in timespaſt: ſo rhe vertue and goodneſſe of men 
ſeemerh to detect from that of former ages, andto wax 
old and decay.,, which was foretold'in Eſdras: for the : 
weaker that the world is by reaſon of age, the more ſhab 
the enils be increaſed vponthemthat dwelltherein; for 
thetruth is fled far away, and lycsareat hand. Forthere: 
s(olittle led raken, and fo ſmallaccount made of mo-- 
rall vertues (I will not ſpeakeof Chriſtian vertnes) now 
adayes, that thevices next tothem aretaken for the ver- 
tunes themſelues, . 

Faltit enim vitiam ſpecie virtutis & ombra; . 

Cum ſit triſle habitu vultuque et veſte ſenerum, 

Nec dubie, tanquam frugi laudatur auarus, 

They thar be furious, and paſsionate, and quarrel-- 
lous, are called tour and valiant men, that ſtand vpon: 
their honour ; to liue looſely and laſciuiouſly;, ab ing. 
mens wiues and d2ughters, is called friendlinefſe and- 
arrteſje: they that be ambitious, and: praQtiſe- all vn-- 
lavvfull 'meanes to make themſelues great in digni-- 
ties, are honourable and vvorthy men, and meet for: 
| "48 gouerns- 
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| ame be couctous and miſerable , is called 
iftineſſe and good husbandry ; and theſe kind of men 
call their like , prouident men: to be prodigall is called 
liberalitic : and if we ſhall runneouer all the vertues and 
vices in this ſort , we ſhall ſee ſuch a metamorphoſis 
or transformation, that it were ſufficient toperſwade vs, 
that the ages paſt haue diſcharged all their mallice int 
the age weliue in, as into a gowt or (inke : to diſlemble 
and deceaue, is now taken for wiſedome or prudence, a 
ſingular vertue which cannot be diſſeuered from hone« 
ſlie and plaine meaning. One daith,be waric and circum- 
ſpect how thou belecue any thing: cheſe bethe (inewes 
of wiſedome, ſo as now we may ſay with the Poet: 
nam fronte polits 
Aſtutam vapido ſernant ſub peFore vulpem, 

And he is accounted the wiſeſt that can moſt artifici- 
ally beguile , which is the cauſe that Machyavellcxalterh 
Duke Y alentine che Popes ſonne aboue the skyes, and 
calleth him the paragon of his time, as hee that in wiſe- 
dome exceeded all the Princes of that age . Onecauſe 
of his commendation is this ; when he perceived that 
for histyrannous gouvernement hee was miſliked of the 
nobilitie, and that by open warres he was not ableto 
deſtroy them: hee faineda delire ro be reconciled , and 
invited them to a feaſt for that purpoſe: the Nobilitie, . 
deſirous of the Princes fauour , miltruſting no treaſon, 
camQto him to dinner, where he entertayned them with 


all manner of courtelice: bur vnder (weete Aloures lurkes 


the ſerpent : when he had dyned , his gard (which hee 
had $62 mm before for the purpoſe) tookethem aſide, 
and preſently cut oft their heads, And when this newes 
was hrſt brought to Pope Alexander his father, he ſmy» 
led and ſaid, his ſonne had ſhe\yed them a Spaniſh trick: 


mall 


the verrues taught by Socrates, Plato, and Ariftetle: and 
carrie his precepts berter in memorie then the leſſons 
of good and fruitfull ſermons; and in their life more 
exactly m in practiſe his humanitie then Chriftian'di- 
vinitie. It may be wiſhed men were nor ſo much Tralia- 
naced , whoſe habires many have gotten both of bodie 
and mind , and are become as artificiall apes , counter- 
feyring a formall kind of ſtrangers ciuilitie : bur that 
which ſome performe may rather beecalled Dinillirie; 
They muſt dilſemble cunningly, promiſe liberally, and 
performe niggardly ; give all, and deliver nothing as 
one aptly expreſzing in himſelfe the conditionof 
ſaid; I am all yours except bodie and goods , which is 
now growen into a common prouerbe : ſtich triendſhip 
and courtelies are very vſuall: The Italian hath anold 
uerbe : Ingleſe [talianato,e diabols incarnato: An Eng- 
nga [ralijanared, is a Devill incarnated. Olr Nation, 
athough ir hath recejued many greac bleſsings from 
God, as no people inthe world more, bothin - 
tion and agilitie of bodie, and in valourand noblenefle 
of mind, with diverſe other ſingular gifts + yet weare 
by a certaine naturall inclination, and'a worſe cuſtome,; 
too apt to counterfeit ſtrangers manners? we imitate 
the Spaniards in their pride, the Iraljans intheir diſſem- 


bling and other vices, the Frenchmen in theirraſhneſle- 


and inconſtancie;the Flemings we beginneto follow in 
their quafting and drunkenneſſe: and allthefewecoun- 
terfeit , or rather exceede intheir vanitie of ntires and 
geſtures, Pride 2nd exceſſe weretwoof the ſinnes for 
which Sodom was puniſhed. For many of our rravellery 


bring vs the worſt of their manners, leaving — 
ind-: 
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conſciencets bring any good thing from the, Nothing 
is more odious and contemptuous to vs then the ſimpli« 
citic of manners, and habits of our foretathers: and yer 
Hiſtories are full of examples of famous men and Nati« 
ons, that ſolong as they continued in the {implicitieof 
habires, and manners, & (ingleneſle of life of their fore« 
farhers,ſo long alſo they keprtheir vertueand fame got« 
ren by the ſame: but aſlvone as they drew to them the 
manners of other Countries, they brought alſo theyr 
vices with them, and thereby loſt chat reputation which 
before they had gotten by their vertue , So long as the 
Lacedemonians obſerued Zycarew ordinances and (in« 
leneſle of life and manners, they were one of the moſt 
ouriſhing common-wealths inthe world , and when 
they changed them with ſtrangers manners, their repu« 
ration was ſoone decaicd : Princes ſhould fore-ſce that 
the corruption of an euill cuſtome creepe not into theyr 
Realme, tor it bringeth in vices, and drmeth out all ver= 
tues, 4lexander the great was conquered by the luxuri- 
ouſnelle of Alia, of which by his vertue before he had 
made conqueſt. The R omaines likewiſe ſo long as they 
vicd the {implicitic and R__— of life of theyr fore« 
fathers, encreaſcd theyr eſtate, vntill they became mai» 
ſters of the vvorld: but afterward, when they brought 
into theyr countrey the luxuriouſneſſe and delicatcneſſe 
of Alia, they loſt all, and themſclues alſo; and wereſo 
drowned in voluptuouſneſle, that they got not ſo much 
fame and reputation by their verrae, as . loft by their 
vice and vanity. I he care of the antiquity was ro adorne 
their minds with vertue and knowledge,not regarding 
che ornaments of the body. Epaminendas was a famous 


Cap: 


bim to fenditro che Fuller , hee was driven to'tarry 
home for lacke of another, and yer beeing of ſo ſmall” 
ſubſtance, whenthe King of a had ſent him gold of 
t value fora gift,he would not takeit, Panlas Aemi- 

», a Romane, when hee was madethe ſecond time 
Conſull, was ſent to make warre vpponthe Macedons, 
where hee wanne a notable vitorie, with wonderfull 
ftore of riches and treaſure : whichnotwithſtanding, he 
lived in ſuch poore eſtate, that after his death, his vviſe 
could hardly haue any dower, Butthe Italians ſince that 
time have changed their manners from vertmeto vice, 
turned matter into forme, with divers friuolous inuen- 
tions, The Emperour Marces Aurelia ſaith, that by the 
weſle of our forefathers, are honoured thoſe that 
now liue; and by the little thatis in them that liue now, 
our poſteritie ſhall be infamous: for they that are now, 
have turned the acts and labours of the antiquitie into 
fooliſh royes, and vanitic. Gueaarrs ſeemed to be of the 


opinion , that trauellers into Italy, brought no great 
good home with them into theyr owne Countries : for 
r 


writing a Letter ro an Embaſladour of the Em 
Chorles the fiſt, among other things wiſheth that hee 
come from Italy ſo ſound of body & ſo perfett of foule, 
# when hee departed from Spaine; forin newe Coun- 
tries alwaics there arc learned new faſhions: for to 
thetruth (quoth he) I haue ſeene few come from Italy, 
that came not onely abſulute, but alo diſſclute, 

The property of bels isto call mento ſervice, andne- 
ver enter intothe Church themſclues : and in my iudge- 
ment, ſuch isthe codition of Italy, where be agreatma- 
ny SanQuarics that prouoke to prayer, butthe =—_ 

w _—_— " thaveas 
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ries, who had bur oneonely garment: andifir chanced yo 
at 


"0 : TY 
Rome, [| would not haue you boaſt of that place: for the 
faſhions of Icaly are more pleaſant ro be declared, then 
ſureto befollowed. Rome is not now in the power of 
Chriſtians, as it was in the time of the Heathens: for 
then being the mother of all vertues, ſhe is now turned 
to be the (choole of all vices . O how much and how 
much is betweene the cuſtomes of Italy, and the law of 
a good Chriſtian ? and when he had reckoned vp 

vicesthere vſuall, he concluderth, that it hee delire wid 
thoſe conditions to be a Romaine , much good mayit 
doe you ( quoth he) for vppon the day of account, you 
would rather have beena labourer in Spaine, then an 
Embaſſadour at Rome, which agreeth with Aantuen?>! 

V inere qui ſancte cupitis,diſced:ite Roma, 
Omnia cum liceant, now licet efie pium. 

And yet this isthe country and people that we hauein 
ſuch admiration, and delire to ſee and immitate, Heare 
alſo what the Emperour £Marces Awrelius ſayth of the 
vices of Rome and Italy,in histime brought from other 
Countries, and how much they are degenerate from 
the ancient Romaines, which he often repeaterh in his 
writings, and bewaileth with teares; hecalleth Rome 
the head of vices. O Rome without R ome, which now 
haſt nought but the walls , and art a common ſtewesof 
vices: not without teares(quoth he) I ſay that there was 
neuer any Romaine Captanne that did killtenne chou- 
ſand Alians with the weapons hee brought into Alia, 
but that he loſt an hundred thouſand Romanes with the 
vices they brought ro Rome. At the ſame time when the 
warre was kindled in the Eaſt, tenne valiant Capraines 
brought rheſe vices to Rome, whoſe names my penne 
(hall torbcareto tcll , becauſe their vile offences ſhould 

not 


| 
; 
| 
, 
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' not obſcure their valiant deedes ; Before that Rome 
conquered Aſia, wee were rich, vve werepatient, wee 
were ſober, we were wiſe, we vverehoneſt, and aboue 
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at, we lived contented : but now all vices may be lear- 
nedin Rome , as all ſciences may beheard in Greece; 


ovnhappie Rome that haſt now nothing bur the name 


of Rome ! becauſe there is in thee ſuch ſcarcity of ver- 
twe, and ſuch xray of vice: the walles of Rome are ca- 
ried of a great height, but her vertues be very low:Rome 
brageeth of the great number of herinhabitanrs, but 
Rome may weepe that her vices be many more withour 
compariſon. In one moneth a man may number all the 
ſtones of her ſtarely buildings : butin many yearesa man 
cannot comprehend the lewd and wicked manners and 
cuſtomes that be in Rome : 6 curſed Rome, curſed thou 
haſt been, curſed thou art, and curſed thou wilt be: as 
thou haſt with tyrannie made thy ſelfe Lady of Lords,fo 
thetime will come when thon with juſtice ſhalt retorne 
wberhe ſeruant of ſeruancs: In cherime of our forefa- 
thers all the youth did exerciſe themſeluesin armes, and 
now all their paſtime is in courting young women: In 
times paſt when thou wert peopled withtrue Romaines, 
ndnot as thou art now with baſtards, the armies that 
went out of Rome, were as well-diſciplined as the Aca- 
demies of Philoſophers that were in Greece = the gods 
would raiſe vp our forefarhers againe,citherthe would. 
not know vs for their children, or elſethey wold bind vs 
for madmenj Ayoung man told the Senators that hee 
ame out of firaunge coumryes onely ro ſee Rome, and 
ww he found Rome without Rome: if my judgement 
(ah he) deceive menor,cither yebe notthe Romaines 
of Rome, or elſe this is not Romeofthe Romaines : 6 
Rome if thou kneweſt truly rhe vertue of our forefa- 
Y. thers, 
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vs, the day rhar 

they ended their life, the ſame day not one ſtone in thee 
ſhold haue bin left vpon an ocher, & ſothe fields ſhould 
haue ſauored of the bones of the verwwous, which now 
ſtinke of the bodies of the vicious:that which our foreſs. 
thers did fly from, our vaine ceintheſedaiesrun af. 
ter, Thus may ye ſee what account wiſe men haue & ds 
make of Italy, the country & maners which our Nation 
hath ſo great a deſire to ſee & immirate: for the Italians 
have drawen thcir vices & euill manners from the Ro. 
maines, being one Nation,asthe Romaines brought the 
from other countries . Might not our \forcfathers have 
truly propheſied, that when our Nation became traugh 
lersinto Italy, our maners & conditions would be made 
worſe? might they not haue ſaid, we (hall then learners 
ſpeake much & performe litle, roknow how to diſlem- 
ble injuries & neuer ro forgiue themzto be very conſtant 
in hatred, & very chargeablein.loue & friend(hip? & out 
of other countries al(o,other conditions worſe then our 
o\wne: is there amore vnſcemely thing ſor a man, then 
quaffing & carrouſing euca to drunkenneſſe, & ro death 
which = ry often? Theantiquitic did ſo much de- 
teſt luxuriouſneſle & gay clothes, that at Thebes there 
wasa piller (ct vp inthe Church, wherin was contained 
cruell curſes againſt the king Afenin that hit inuenteda 
moredelicate life. And will you ſee how odious this vice 
of quafting & drunkennes was to the old. Romaines?Ple> 
tarch reporteth that in the Senate of Rome,there was an 
ancient man who made great exclamations, that a yong 
man had ſo diſhonored him , that he deſerued death? 
when the yong man was called to his anſwere ; Fathers 
conſcript (quoth he) though I ſeeme yong, yer I am not 
lo youg,bur that ] knew the father of this old man,whbo 
wat, 
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Thers,and did cenlider the lightneſſe of 


Of the Felicitie of man. 
I 
inthe warres, & this old man ſpendingt 


place,& for that | ſce done in thy hovſe,wherinwehave 
ſeenc 50, armed men here before in one houre, &'now 
 welce an 100, knaues made drunke: and as thy Father 
ſhewed to all thoſe that came into his houſe, the'en- 
Gignes he had wonne in the wars, thou ſheweſt them di- 
uers ſorts w _— VVhen —_— wa heard =_ 
both ſpeak,t auciudgemem that all t goods O 
be wy t cold _=— a Tutor prouidedro po- 
uerne him and his houſe, who ſhould not gi 


give him one. 
cup of wine,becauſe he was noted of drunkennes, The 


old Romanes ſo much deteſtedthis vice of quafting'and 
drunkennes,that when the Conſull Lucius Pize was ſent 
to make war vpon the Sarmatians, after a ſeaſon atruce 

was made,in which time the Conſull made them a ban- 
| quet, & filled them ſo full with wine (athing whichthe 

armatians aboue all things moſtdeſired) that their cap- 
taines yeeided rhem(ſclues & their country intoſubietti- 
on of the Romaines. Aſter the warres were ended, the 
Conſull returning to Rome, required the accuſtomed 
tryumph,which wasnotonly denied him bythe Senate, 
dur alſo by decree in recom of his ſeruice,his head 
was ſiriken off, and all his as defaced, and the Sarma- 
tians (ct at li apaine, and freed from the ſubieCQi- 
on of the Romaines, who would not winne kingdoms 
and countries by quaffiing & drunkennes, bur by verrue 
& valour, The people of Braſill make afeaſt when rliey 
kill their priſoners, and (it drinking three dayes & three 
nights, & never leauequaſhng vniill they ——— 
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drinking, 1 ſaid to him one day, | am very ſory (my Lord 
and vncle) forthat I heareof thy honourin howicher _ heofo'f JH 


wo The fourth beoke (| 
_ Jl theyr veſſels: every draught they drinkeis of excee. \ 
oe quantitic,and heethat hoideth nor our tothe 
1d, #5 accounted infamous andeffeminate, And (ecing 
we, with ſo great liking, immitatethe Italians , becauſe 
we thinke their manners agree better with civi'itie then 
ours; then contrariwiſc we ſhould reicQ and comemne 
the manners which are viuall among thoſe barbaroug 
Heathens that diſagree with ciuilitie, humanity, & Chrj. 
ſianitie. Mens minds and defices are grownevery varia- 
ble, and therefore their reſolutions,and labours very vn- 
certaine; but will yee ſee what the things be wheres- 
bouts mens minds are moſt occupied in theſe dayes ? 
In gerting of ciches they care not how : 
Encrealing their polleſsions vari! they know not whe: 
In ſetting out their bodies with they cannot tell what: 
| Carried away with pleaſurerttey wot not whether: 
Hunting atter reputationthey know not {ro whence: 
Seeking happineile they cannor tell where, 
Luxuriouſachic ( layth one) and the intermperancie of 
meate and drinke, isa flattering euill, & crceperh {weet- 
lyinomens minds; bart with theſe vices vertue 13 de- 
ſtroyed, theglory that hath beene gotten is turned into 
infamic,the ſtrength of the body and mind is weakened, 
the lawes of honeſtic are overcome; nenher can there 
be any thing inuented that is more lothſlome & hurr- 
full. And (as Y «/er:»s ſaith) it is hard for amanto know; 
whether it be more hurtfull ro be taken of his enemies; 
or of thoſe vices, A poore table is the mother of health, 
Chry, andarich table the mother of diſeaſes. 
Enſe cadunt multi, crapula ſed perimit plures, - 
Sophecles (aid tc one, I cſteeme theegreatly happy for 
thy bfe,but the beſt is, ifrhou haſtneverbin ina 
country. T he happy manindeede (fauh he) _— Fl 
.0MC, 
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home. V VheEIthi 24. ENS. ... 
have the man in admiration — Id fo 
foreſee thecor jon of good and manners , 
the nation Ms. pr fr iich cauſe he di 
forbid rrafticke our of the kmg , or ſuffer ſtrangers 
co enter intotheir countrie , ſaying , that if kingdomes 
grow rich by trading with ſtrangers,they become 
of their vertues, V Ve cannot ſay with the Poer: 
Calum, now 4nimum mutant, qui trans mare currunt. 
For we change both ayre and mind, noras he would 
| have it,in reformation, bur rather in deformation of ma- 
ners, from ſimplicitie or ſingleneſle, to diſsimulation or 
doubleneſſe. I allow well of the counſell of Favorinue the 
Philoſopher . Y ivendum e# moribas prateritis , 
dum werbis preſentibus : we ſhould live atterthe man- 
ners vſed in times paſt, and ſpeake with words vſed at 
this preſent, It is noted among learned men for a daun- 
gerous thing in a common wealth, & achangeor ruine 
to be feared, when the aurhoritie of good lawes iscon- _— 
remned, faults go vnpunithed , vertue not rewarded, 1 
and honeſt manners changed for worſe , The people of ++ (114 of 
Crera being ill vſed of the Rhodians their enemies, de- = _— 
fired their Goddesthat they would ſuffer ſome evil ma- 
ners to be brought in among them, thinking thattobe 
a worſe curſe \ warre, or peſtilence , or any other 
thing : But had it not been more honourable and com- * 
mendable for our Nation to haue continuedin theſ{im- 
plicitie of habits, and manners of our forefathers,retay- 
ning their verrues , then to receaue the vanity of attires 
and geſtures of other countries, with their c ion of 
maners, & with them ro exchange our vertues for their 
vices? are our manners and habits better now,then were 
intimes paſt thoſe of our forefarhers, becauſe they came 
ES lately 


out of Italy,outof Spaine, out of Fraunce,& from \ 
the Dutchmen? Is there no better rule to be giuen how 
to diſcerne berveene that which is good, & that wichiz 
not good, but by the example of other countries? doth 
dignity conliſt in (umpruouſnes of apparell? decenciein 
variety of attircs? civility in vanirie of geſtures? hoſpital 
tic inexceſle & luxurioulineſtc ? order inconfuſion! Ver. 
rue in ſormer ages was wort to be in eſtimation with the 
antiquity,& aruleto dirccttheir lives by which 
many became famous, aſwell private men,as whole Na. 
tions, But whar fruit hath bin brought to vs with theſe 
new faſhions & ſtrangers manners 2 what effect hathix 
wrought? It itbe lawtulto ſpeake the truth, belidestobe 
proud & effeminate, &theexchange of our vertues for 
their vices,a confuſion of alkthings: V V hat difference is 
there in habits berweene eſtates ? doth not the baſer ſort 
glitter ingold & (iluer equally with the greater, whereof 
enſueth many miſchictes?the manersrhat intime paſifor 
reverence were peculiar to Princes, & the greater ſtates 
of the Nobility,as due only to them , are they not now 
comoen & vſuall with the ba{er ſort, & euen among car» 
ters ? but this alteration of faſhions and maners ſo highly 
eſteemed, hath broughttorthno Decios,no Fabjos,no Fe 
bricios', no Scipios , no more then they haue done with 
them from whence we had them, f{incetheir old {implis 
city of maners were corrupted : for where there is (0 

reatcare for the backe & the belly, there is ſma'l regard 
Rad to prouide for the mind & ſoul; where men ſo care- 
fully delire to deck their bodies with (1}ke,(iluer,or gold, 
they haue no care to garniſh their minds with verrue, _ 
Jearning & godlineſſe, I he maners and fa(t:jons of theſe 
latterages, | meanein aciuill life , are ſo contrary tothe 
maners & precepts ofthe antiquitic , that it mult _ 

G 


be,cither they were footes then;& we wiſe now,orelf 
rhey were wiſe then, & wenot ſo wiſe now. But becauſe 
they were ſcholemaiſters to the world, and attaynedto 
that by their vertue which we hunt after by a formalitie 
of habics and maners, and cannot comeby,thatis, to be 
famous in the world inallages, and hadin admiration 
euca to this day : I rather belecuethat they were wiſe;& 
ledde vs the right path by morall vertuetociuility, with- 
out theſe vaineroyes now in vie, and we outof 7:1! 
way & many wayes their inferiours , For what is ciuili- 
ty but the manersof men grounded vpon morall vertue, 
andthe precepts of wiſe men ? No manis looked into 
what is within him. If the outſide begay & well ſet forth 
tothe ſhew , and his Italian crickesvſed with cberight 
race, then all is well,he is a worthy man: and ſurely 
ar beholdeth him muſt havea deepe conceit, it hee. 
thinke better of him then he chinkes of himſelfeglike vn» 
to the Aﬀle that carried the imageof 7s vpon his back, © 
when he ſaw all men bow their knees, and do reverence 
rothe Goddeſſe, he waxed proud and ſtately asthough 
they had done all that reverence vnto him, vnrill hethat 
drauethethe Aſſe gave him alaſhor two with his whip, 
and told him that this honour was not done to him, bur 
to that which he carried vpon his back: and yet anape 
is bur an ape, though hee be clothed in purpleand gold. 
And it may be ſaid ro them that ſet ſo much by outward 
forme, & ſolitle by inward marter,as the Foxe when he 
flaw a mans head fo artificially made, that there (cemed 
to want bur virall ſpicits ro make it aliuely head of a man: * . £2 
he cooke itvp,& after he had beheldit a while, 6(quoth *f 
he) what agoodly head thisis , but it hath no brain, 
And ſuch vaine-glorious men that hunt after fame 
beyond their merit, may do well toteach birdsto ſpeak, 
Y 4 and 
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328 The fourth booke, 
It we 


andtro mage let them fliemtorhe 
roma ye did, If we willadviſedly conſider what 
a diſorder and confuſion, beſides many inconueniences, 
the alteration of our manners and habits from the ſim 
plicitic and plaineneſle of our forefathers, through a 
vaine imitat:on of other countries faſhions, and miſlike 
of our owne, hath brought forth, may wee not rightlie 
(ay to the Authors thereof ? 
' Defunttis patribus ſucceſsit praus tunentux, 
_ | Cutus exemplo, que valuere ruwnt : 
Andit is not ſufticient for men tro delight in-the mat- 
cer of euill, but they muſt alſo giue it (after the maner of 
other countries)a peculiar torme, to (et it forth with the 
greater grace, thar it may allure and draw theyr dclires 
ro a further and more generall miſchicte, The Romanes 
complained,thar the men of Aſtaand- Greece ſerit theyr 
vices with their manners, into Italy, and corrupted the 
ſimplicitic of theyr former manners and vertues left ro 
them by rheyr forcfathers, from whence our trauellers 
have broughtthe ſame corruption tovs , and giuen vs 
chelike cauſe of complaint of them , as they had of the 
others. T here hath been an old ſaying, that all cuils riſe 
out of the North: but wee may ſay, that all our etiis 
cometo vs out of the South , How happy. were that 
common wealth , where young men would labour to 
ſhine to the world by the ornaments of their mind, and 
ro excell one another by vertue and knowledge, asthey 
now couerto glitnerin goldand tiluer, and to exceeds 
m vanitie of attires and geſtures : and where olde men 
would giue example of godlineſſe, remperance, and 
madeſtic; indreltcaine theyr delires from worldly fu- 
perfluities? If Noblemen and Gentlemen would fol- 
low the manners of kings in times paſt, who bad imalt 
CAlC: 
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excoſthey dens 00 ticking difering & 
; it 
common fort within, & not withour, Onevlihepray 
ſes that the Emperour, Commedss gaue Fathe 


Mareus Anrelis ater hisdeath; _s and _—_ 
that others had madethe Common-wealth rich;bur his 
father had made it verruous: others walls, bur 
hereſormed manners: and one of the praiſes giuen to 
theEm handgeda was, 'thathee'neuer beheld any 
manin apparrelled in ſilke or-purple, Butro what, 
time could Lacan: polifn be more aptly vPPecanen to 


this. 
Non 4uro tefliſue modus, wenſs ſye priores 


Aſpernata fames, | 
After the famous champion Starchater, had' reckoned 


vptheold manners of the antiquitie and RIOT 
the deliciouſneſſe of the latter ages; he concludeth; 


Name recens morum facies pudenter 


omnig preſsin. 


- But admit that themannersof other Nations, which 
we (o greatlydelire to immitate;be moreagreeable with- 
ciuilite, and their knowledge of verine likewiſe greater 
then were thoſe of our forefathers, ow their igno- 
rance of ſtrangers vides/;. was more profitable.thento- 
them, then is nowthe know ledge of their manners and 
vertues to'vs, And what madetheſe great princes & wiſe 
men of former ages ſo carefullro.continuethe old mans 
ners & {implicitic of habits of their forefathers, but one+« 
ly that by their excellencie of wiſedom and vertueahey 
foreſaw (which wee find by experience) that whenthe- 
manners & habits of other countries were brought into 
theirs,their vices would alſo come with them: and that 


when coftiinelle,% varietic of attires had gotten an eſti» 
mation: 
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tion,n vid earoſuch adelightts 
ſerfoorth their bodies wit ITN thar 
they would haue (mall regard tothe ornaments of their 
mindes: for proofe whereof weneede nor goe farre to 
ſeeke for examples . But to returne againeto friendſhip 
wherewelctft, | | 
Gaine now a dayes contraQteth friend(hip, which 
is no ſooner diſcontinued , but friend(hippe is alſo dif- 
ſolved. Vertwve and honeſtie neither beginnerthnor con- 
tinveth frieridſhip: but as the Poet truely faith : | 
 Vulew amicitias vitlitate probat, | 
Cura quid expediat prior eft quam _ ſi honeſlum. 
Et cums fortuna ftatque caditque fides, 

Cicero writing 10 his friende Atticus, reſtrayneth 
one friend ro wiſh to another more then theſe three 
things: to enioy heath, to poſſeſſe honour , and notto 
ſuffer neceſzitie. Bur if I had ſuch authoritie ouer my 
friends, I would make ſome a'teration and forbidde 
them to wiſh one to\another more then theſe three 
things: to feare God, to enioy health, and notto ſuffer 
necel(stie, which were ſufficient to bringthemro the fe- 
licitie of borh worlds, Friendſhip was wont to exrende 


vſque 4d aras ; but now v/que ad crumenas : what is more 
'* common in cuery mans moutt;then friendſ{hippe and ' 


honeſtie? and what thing more rare-and leſſe.in vic? 
Plato fayth , that friend(hippe is giuen vs by nature 
fora helpe to vertue, and not fora companion of vice 
Dicearchus aduiſeth ro make all men our welwillersif 
it bee poſible ; bur onely good men our friends, 
who are nor obrayned bur by verrne, Platarch warnerh 


| 1 »+ + © mentotakeheed how they ſeeke for a ſwarm of friends, 


caſt they fall into a waſpe-neaſt of enemics . Pythagores 
diſwaderh men from ioyning:;hands wah — 


s 


and that no friendihippe can be perfect bur berweene 
afewe, and thoſe vertuous and haneſt men,ſuch asway 
berweene /oxathan and Daxid, and ſome orbers ;/bus + 
ſuch counſell is needleſſeinthis latter age, when venue 
isin lac ney herach bell —_— ne! wa 
full friendſhip,nor ardly in pe ing.that they 
nerde we draw them backe, bur (purres rather to 
icke themforward, 7 (4 nt | 
T he fableof the Beare could not-be more aptly ap- 
lied ro any time then to theſe latter ages, forthe repre» 
nding and ſctting foorth of falſe friendihip, As two 
men were walking rogether inthe fieldes, that had pro» 
felled faithful friendihip cachto other, therecommeth 
out of the woods by chauncea Beare towards them z 
the one perceiving the Beare at hand, leaueth his friend 
and climbeth vp into a Tree to ſaue himſcife; theother _ 
ſecing himſelte forſaken and left alone,felldownetothe !, 
ground asthough hee had becndead: the Beaze came 
running to deuour him that layvponthe ground, and 
muzling about his mouth andnoſe, finding that he brea- 
thed not (for he held his breath, knowing thar the pro» 
pertic ofa Beare is notto pray vpon anydead carkaſle) 
the Beare departed, and after the man was riſen againe, 
I praythee (quoth hee that was comedowne from the 
Tree) what was that the Beare whiſpered inthineeare? 
He willed me (ſaid the other) to beware hereafter how 
I truſted ſuch a falſe friend asthou art, EE - 
T here need no ſuch tryall of friends in theſe dayes, a 
leſſe matter then the feare of a Beare will diſcouer mens 
infidelitie & difsimulation.. And-if men would conſider 


hoiy far they are ſurmounted by brute bealtsin perfor 
Wcy.A Ne 


12 | 
to ſee themſelues inferiourto vnreaſonable creatures in 

things that taine to vertue and honeſtie. Report iz 
madeby credible authors, that as king Pyrrhu | 


| 
: - ” . \ 
-7hefrenth beoke  * 


a ded the body of his maiſter, who lay dead vpon the hioh 
way : and after the king had beheld a while this p 


ſpeQacle,he was aduertiſed by ſome of the countrimen, 
that the ſame was the third day that the poore creature 
had not departed outof the place,nor forſaken the dead 
corps, withobt meat or drinke : which mooued che king 
tocommand chebodie to be buried, & the dogge for his 


_ fidelity ro be kept and cheriſhed : and cauſed aniinqui- 


ſition to be made of the murder, but nothing could be 
found. It chanced that nor long after the king was diſpo- 
ſed totake muſter of his whole Armie, thathee 'mighe 
ſee how they werefurniſhed : the dog alwayes follow- 
edtheking ſad and mute, vmill ſuch timeasthey thar 
killed his maiſter paſſed by : then hee flycth m—_— them 
with a wonderful violence and furie,as though he wold 
reare them in peeces, turning this way and that way, 
howling moſt pittifully , ſometime toward the king, be- 
holding him earneſily, asthough hee demaunded ju- 
ſlice: which made the king and allthe companie ſuſpet 
thar theſe men committed the murther: whereuppon 
they were examined and tormented ; and vppon their 
confeſsion of the fact,put rodeath. Thelike happenedin 
Fraunce; one Gentleman having killed another, andthe 
dogee of him that was (laine would not depart from the 
body,vnrill he was by the kings commanndementtaken 
away : the murderer could inno wiſe be knowne, vntill 
the king by ſome occaſion rooke viewe of his men; and 


asthe murtherer paſſed by , the dog wayting ones 
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bowing ſo oft 
Geneleman to , 
ing examined,and denyingthe matter,the king 
od to maketriall what I Py em 
caue tothe Gentleman to vie his {word for his defence, 
and armed the dogge with Leather, and turned chem 
rogether; the dogge aſſayled the Gentleman with ſuch 
furic and violence, that perceiuing himlelfe liketo be 
torne in peeces, and vnablero defend himlelfe fromthe 
dogpge, he deſired ro be delivered from him, andconfeſ- 
ſed * fat, The manner of this fight was, by thEkings 
commayndement, painted ini table for amemorisl,and 
kept in the Kings Court, to be ſeene many yeeres aſter, 
King Zyſmachus had a dogge which hadlot wa 
vpon him inthe warres, and when he was" ont bunnng 
or any other where; and when hee ſaw the King his 
Maiſter dead,and laid vppon a pile of wood (as the man» 
ner was) to be burnt, the dogge With grem howling & 
ſorrow, in che light of all men, leapt mtorthefire,&uwas 
burnt with his Maiſter, V Vhen Tiras Sabinns and histas 
milie were put to death at Rome , onevf rheyr dogges 
would neuer be driuen from his maiſter : and when-one.. 5 
of the Komanes didcaſt meat tothe dog, herookeirvp, 
and carried it tothe mouth of his Meiſter thadlay vppon 
theground dead ; and when the-carkaffe was calt into 
Tyber,the dog fwam after, &labored byallthe meanes 
he could to lift vp his-Maiſteronr of the water, all'the 
people wondringar the loue of the dog. ys 
of Bythinia had horſe which he vſed a a7 oh 
warres; and when N:comedes was [lainethehorſe wold + » F. 
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their paſtime, Contininepie, VVkeo th Tu 1 
taken priſoners , inthe midi} with cheir —_ _ 
their bodics weredevided into two parts, belidesagrear 

many. other inthe ſame ſort moſt cruelly (laine: at chis 
timethere were five hundred captives brought into the 
towne, and ſa deuided with their ſwords in the midſt = 
and aftertheſe dead bodies had lien. vppon-the ground g 


AT ER 


Lev tr wer 6 mewe's 5m" there wo O—— Oxe 
roring,-and aiſters carkaſſe among themy 
belifredone him vpon his hornes, and carriedir 


er place, 7 returneth and fetcherh the 
ile, and ioyncth both parts by | 

greatly wondred at,and b 
chomet the great Turke, hee cauſed hy p 


ants of the dead body to B&-ſeparaced againe, and | 


p aro the former place: the oxe followeth 
Coon and finding out his ——— 
thedeadbodies, akerh him vp, and carricth him avay *? 
e great Turke beeing much amazed with this + 
ande , commaunded the dead bodiesto be bu- 4 
ried, ke oxeto be kept among his cattell duringthe 
reſto his life. 
+ Andif wee ſhall deſcend from theſerhat be domeſii- 
call to wild and ſavage beaſts, weeſhall fad them in this 
marter nothing inferzour taothers., A'Gentleman of a - 
noble houſc, called Awdrogivs,bcing taken priſoncrand 
made a lane, taking bing by has Mailters hard dea- 
ling, ranneaway from him, and fledde into certaine de- 
ſert vvoodes in Aﬀrica , 2duenturing himſelfe rather a- 
mong wildebeaſtes , thento endure the tyrannic _ 
Wy 
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which he goeth to repoſe himſelfe the! 
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ES :nhe Lyon 
by him, and Fat wor onuy- to oy: 

lame, making _ as though —_— 
ſlave perceiving the Lyons meaning, beganneto 

vp hh _— looking imo che Lyons footyhe =] 
athorne ſticking faſt in it,and the wound feſtred, which 
cauſed his foote to (well: he Ianced the wound andlice 
you the corruption, and roouke out the thoenie; which 


hough it were wonderfull painfullto the Lyon; as ap- 


wn. by grinding his teeth and wrying his mouth, yer 

I po endured it with great patience: when hee had wa- 
* ſhed the wound with his vrine, and lopt vp his foote as 
well as he could, they remained together intheden all 
that night ; ſo ſoone as it was day, the Lyoagoerb forth 
to hunt for his pray , and after hee had! beeneabroadea 
certainetime, he returned tothe denne with part 
of the wilde beaſt in his mouth , which he layd downe 
beforethe man-for his dinner, and went foorth againe 
to hunt for more. T heſlaue having .caxen nothing in 
two or three dayes before,went foorthof ——_ 
layde the fleſh in the ſunne to be roſted, and before = 
oma ex 


EE 


was th h ſted,h eacn 
" roug ING "T7 __ hungerly, 
hee thus he cominued fdbyche Lyons prowl 
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found him nor there, he made pirtifull lamenration and 
mone , which declared his great forrowe forthe mans 
abſence: when the Lyon was laid to reſt, the ſlave de- 
eth, and wandring to ſceke ſome place of refuge;he- 
by chance into the hands of them whom his maſter 
had ſent to ſeeke him : and being taken & ſenrro Rome; 
bis maiſter laide him in priſon, to be devoured of wild 
beaſtes : for the Romanes had a manner, when the Em-« 
perours or principall men were diſpoſed to celebrate 
ſome feſtinal} time, ro make ſome paſtime to the people 
intheir T heaters ; among which this was one, to caſt 
flaues and condemned men ro wilde beaſtes to bee de- 
voured, And as forthis purpoſe they vſed to cauſe wilde 
beaſts to beraken in the deſertes : ſo jt chanced that this 
Lyon among others was taken by hunters and ſenrro 
Rome, about thattime that Tits the Emperour rerur« 

ned fromthe warres, and had determined to ſhew ſome 

of rheſe paſtimes to the people of Rome: and as the 

Emperour arid the peoplefatebeholding theſe marrers 

inthe Thearre,this Lyon was brought in place : and af- 

ter hee had cruelly rent in peeces certaine priſoners thar 

were caſt into him, this poore flave wasalſo throwne 

znothe place tobe diſmembred and devoured', 'asthe 

reſt were: bur asthe Lyon ran towards him to reare him 
in he knew the man, andlayd downe his cares, 
and wagged his rayle,fawning vpon him like a dog, with 
all the kindneſſe he co:1d ve: Theathepooreflanethar 
looked to be deugured , and was almoſt — 


RR I» 
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him, Cid dtnrotie avs a with vi 
hvedinthe Cave: _— _ a ce; f 
kedrhe lyw don Iacke, and 
de mndetiin as hee eould; Afcerthe ave and 


y 
the great admiration of the Emperour & all the pec 
nholmindes en arr drawne t0 ſeeſo 

home er ichmadatns 
owt res, according tothe inclination of eye 
conceits; the Emperour called the man to him \,' whom - 
the Lyon followedlike a dog, and asked him how this 
ſtrange marterſhould come-to paſſe: rheſlaue 
allthe manner of it,as hath'been ſaid : whereupon athe 


petition of all the people, rhe Emperour him, 
and gaue him the Lyon, who waited vppon him whe: 
ocuer hewent, 

Thelike exat ofloue and friend(hi bath been 
founde in foules of the ayre; and that is more 
firange, in Fiſhes of the Sen. Philarchus t #hi- 
ra Tachas Fu e t pleaſure inbi ds , ame f 
thereſt hetookea ſin aler dettphe ine oungEagletha 


was ginen him, which hee fed and cheriſhed very 
fully, and cured him alſo beeing ſicke: wir bers 
Eagle was fully grownezand had dlined a good time with 
the boy,he ſhewed many ſignes of mutvall ſoveto hit: 
for whenthe boy ha ro fall ſick; theEaglewohild 
continually ſit by him z when he lepr; theFagle would 
alſoſleepe, when he waked, che Eagle wouldvake,and 
when he would not eate,the Eagle wouldabfta 
meate, And afterward whenthe boy was dead; ev yi cars 
ricd forth vpon ahearſe, the Eagle followed; ard Whett 
_ was burned, the Eagle flew intothe fire} Aelſun = 


Z, 
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Phe pris : Dolphin. mo. lking wi 

Wer fan, reſt,and vſed very familiarly to fwim 
by any rag rap IN the boy, 


enighe hat they mondo by cuſtome {0 


the Fiſh as though 
horſe; xt thatthe Dulphin woukt carry: bims 
great way-intothe Sea , and NOD ey eu to land. againe 
ia the'{ight of all the pevp City. — 
wherein they ED k chaunced at 
thatthe boy lying with his belly cloſe r0the'l 
backe, 0 fre ge icke (whichthoſc Fiſhes have )' ris 
ſing out of the any of his backe, raane inthe 
belly, and kilted him. The Dolpbin perceiving bythe 
waight of the boy, and by the blood which ſtaynedthe 
water, that hee was dead, ſwamme ſpeedily withall his 
force to land, andthere layddownethe Jeadlbng ; and 
for ſorrow died pootens: dy him. 

-Theſecxa may make many men ſceme more | 
brute then'beaſts, that performe things appertaining to 
Vertue, more effectuall y by the- inſtinct ob-nature onely, 
thenthey doe by nature and; reaſon 1 | 
Many wil-vſc honeſtic ſo longasjrtſerueththeir rurners 
be honeſt, bur when tobo honeſt will no- -longer ſerue 
theyr rurne , then farewell honeſtie, In this generall 
confulion of thi ngs, and deprauation of manners ; wee 
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Deſt of vertueintheſeco dayes 1 
thathe which will ſecke for a faithfull end, rem 


enducd with vertue and honeſtic, muſt | 


. Em p eron > Gs. | 
maketh parc ef cuſtoms drag Soaiis 
mans, to ſend once or twiſe-euery yeeretheyr Cenſors 
into the Ctuneien vnder theyr dominions , to ſee how 
the lawes were executed, 'and how juſticewardooner 
One of theſe Cenſors comming roa- Towne in Iralie, 
commaunded his hoſte of the Inne where helodged,to 
call the good men of the Towne vnto him, that hee 
might vnderſtand by them how iuſtice was miniſtred, 
This man, beeing wiſer venture thenthe Cenſor, 
gocth with his meſſage mo thechurches, ro no__ 
and ſepulchers of ſuch as in their life time were 
eſtimationamong the people for their vertve, and _— 
dead many yeeres before, and callingevery man 
by his name, hetold them the Cenſor comaundedthem 
tocometo him; and returned home The Cen- 
for looking long for theyr comming , asked{ his hoſte 
whether he had done as hecomm him: who an» 
ſwering him that he had done it,the Cenſor willed him 


to goe againe , _ haſten them _ , and ro ſhevv 
them of his tarrying : The hoſte | 568 againe to the 
Churches, _ to as Tombes an , and witha 
londe voyce calleth them, hedid: ore, and-rerur- 
neth to his houſe againe: The Cenſor: waxing»ang 
fortheyrlongaryi ng, ſeo or hinhoſte, and enqu 

of him the cauſe, 4 the 


ſpoken :Y ou commanded me (faith ins hee) ro wamethe p 
good men of thetowneto cometoyou; 'the peſiitence + 
and ciuill warres hath A” C_—_ ; 


"We 
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The fourth booke - 
men , ſo rhar I v:as driven to goe ro the graties and ſe. 
pulchersof rhe dead, none being left aliue worthie uf 
thatname. Such ſcarch muſt bee made intheſe days 
for ſuch a man vnder the ground among the dead, be. 
ing hardly to be found aboue among theliuing . VVe 
arenot to ſay with him ; Our civill warres and peſtilence 
have conſumed all our good men : but the iniquitie 
of this rtime, having turned the vertue and ({implicicie 
of former ages into vice and diſsimulation, and the 
rraducing and counterfciring of ſtrangers manners and 
faſhions, hath as a peſtilence, infected and corrupted 
our manners left to vs by our forefathers , that hardlie 
a faithfull friend or an honeſt man is anie where to bee 
found , But Seca ſaith , Itis verie good to follow the 
ſteppes of our forefathers, if they haue led the way 
well : for lands and riches and other vanities, haue got. 
ren away the reputation , vertue and honeſtic is out of 
requeſt : whatſovcucr is had in reputation encreaſcth 
bur that which is had in contempt, and notregarded, 
diminiſherh, | 
In pretio pretium nunc eff : dat cenſus honores, 
Cenſus amicitias : pauper vbrque iacet. 

It a man vnknowne be named, the queſtion is by and 
by whether he berich ; what living or Jandes he hath, 
and thereatter he is had in reputation , or in contempt: 
no man asketh whether he bee honeſt, whether he hath 
vertue, Icarning , or knowledge, as though they were 
thinges of noneaccount , not worth the inquiring for, 
which maketh men ſo carefull to ger the one, and fo 
negligent to come by the other : Riches and poſſeſyions 
haue afflicted the manners of the world, and hauee- 
uerwhelmed the common wealth , that is drowned in 


her vices as it were in a linke,, Vertue is bey_ 


-—» 
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honeſtic is of manie , bur of verie ewe deſer- 
ved : and they that be worthy of Fra rs 
haue great ſtore of —_— land , they have 
among men, Callimachus the Poet id, rimeotcherwichs 
out vertue, doth neuer giue repurationto a man ,'but 
vertue withourriches giuerh bim ſome credit, burnow 
weſce it fall our cleane contrarie : for riches without 
vertue giueth great reputation,.and verrue wrong ri 
ches giuerh none at all, 
Et genus o& formam regina pecania donee. And againe, 
quiduts nummis preſentibus opta, 
Etweniet, 
[nnortimeir could be more trulic ſaid thenintheſe 
dayes : / mriwpoſt nummos. 
For he thatis of great lands or riches though he have 
no vertuenor learning , yet he is wondered ar, as if hee 
were ſome Heroes or divinething: and yet intime paſt, 
among the ancient Romanes, pouertie was a found 
prayſe and true vertue: riches and poſleſsions arepre= * 
terred to honourable places, and are ſer arthe vpperend 
of the table : but vertue and learning is thruſt downe 
behind the (crine : F bi multum de intelletin , ihi parum de 
fortuna: as it he ſhould fay ; they char bee moſtrichin 
the goods and giſtes of the mins, arecommonlymoſt 
poore inthe goods of the world :rono timethe Poers 
laying could be more aptly applyed. | 
Non facile Ines ofvaiyn Os | 
Res anguſts doms. IT {C0 TH6s WO 5. 
Our manners are ſo comratie to thoſe of former ages, 
that the world ſeemeth to bee turned 'vplide downe? 
which will eaſily be percciued, by comparing ſome few 
examples of other ages with our timejA Lacedemoniaa 
L} was 


and vice ſowne in her 


was ſent Ambaſſador, to make league with the King of 
» and hnding his great eſtates playingac dice, 
home, leauing his ambaſlage vndone : and be. 

wked art his returne, why he had left tHoſethinges 
vhdone which were giuen him in charge by the com. 
mon wea!th : he anſwered, that he thought it would be 
ignominious to his Country to enter into league vyith 
Dice-players. 1183 

And this is no leſle to be noted , that a Cenfbr of the 
Romans put a Senatour of Rome out of the Senate, be. 
cauſe he kiſſed his wife in the fight of his daughter : But 
where is this modeſtic become among Chriſtians , that 
was looked for of this Heathen ? The ſeucritie of ſuch 
a Magiſtrate was never more neceſſary then now , who 
ſhould find plenty of other manner of matters to repre- 
hend. In China art this day, if any man bring into theyr 
Country any new faſhionsof garments or manner of at- 
tire, other thea hath beene vſed of antiquitic, hee ſuffes 
reth death . In the Country of Licaonia, none might 
weare but one garment in one whole yeere: and if any 
need aneiv garment, he muſt not onely hauclcaue, but 
alſo ſhevwy wherewith he would buy the fame, In that 
Country there muſt be no new inventions: if any devi- 
ſed any new faſhions that diftered trothe ancient maner 
ot their country,the deuiſcr was bantthed, & the deviſe 
aboliſhed : neither would they ſuffer any perfumes a- 
mong them , aftirming i tobenoleſle infamic to a man 
to beperfamed, thento a womanto be maniſeſtlic vn- 
 chaſtof her body, As there was wont to be contention 
of vertue and modeſty,ſonow is it of quafhng, of pride, 
of vaine artiresand geſtures. VVhen Ageſ/aus King of 
Sparta, ſometime the moſt Rourihing Common wealth 


of the world,yyent znto Alia, & ſaw their timber cer 
at 


ye (quoth hee) make them round if they 
rew { ? noting their ſuperfluous curioſity, V Vhar 
would theſe men ſay,if they lined in theſe dayes, not to 
ſee the exceſxiug ſymptuouſnelle of bujldings onely,and 
ld notfie decked and (cr forth with 
$, and ſuch like royes , but with the 

biranrs ; bur alſothepride and vani- 
dr faſhions.gn attires manners z not 
making ſome round things ſquare , but rather by cheyr 
vane curioſitic and niceneſle bringing all rhinges our 
of ſquare? (The Thebanes had adawe , tharno man 
ſhould make a houſe for himſelfe ro dyvell in, but hee 


ſhould firſt make his graue.) If they ſaw the qualting & 
carowling commonly vſed vntillithey be ready totum- 


verrues of the 
tie, and variety 


ble vnder the Table: the licentiouſneſle, covetouſmeſle, 


blaſphemies , and all manner of luxuriouſneſſe: all al- 
lowed for good, as things commendable, that begeta 
reputation to thoſe that exceed thereſt? 

The Emperour Adrian would ſay, that there isnor a- 
ny thing that more doth offend a Common wealth, thE 
to infect the ſame with ſtrange and vnaccuſtomed man- 
ners, which occaſioned him to make a law of reforma- 
tion both for eating ſuperfluous meates, and, alſo for 
wearing of garments , either too many, or too coſily, 
The Perſians had alaw , that whoſoeuer brought into 
their countrie any ſtrange or new manners and faſhions, 
he ſhouldloofe his head, 

In Rome maids & wiues were forbidden to drink wine, 
& men to buy muske, amber,vr any perfuming ſmelles ; 
Where it was as ordinarie to puniſh them that did vſe 
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perfume as women that werefound drunkards . The 
mperour Yeſps/ian hauing his pen in hishand, ready ro 
ſignea diſpatch which he had giuena Romaine knight, 
and feeling him ſmell of perfume , he not only revoked 


+ bisgrant,buc with many threats baniſhed him out of his 


preſence, s 
- Bene olet, qui nihil olet, 

Non bene olet, qui bene ſemper olet. 
Bur now wiues 2nd maides will not onely accompanie 
men in theyr carowſing , bur men inperfumes labour 
roexceede women, and be more carefull ro ſmell ſweet 
ora pr well : and what can be more lothſome, then 


fora Mn to hauc his garments perfumed with ſweet (a- 
uours, Md himſclfe polluted with ſtinking vices & foule 
conditions ? 

" The luxuriouſneſle viced in feaſtes and garments, isa 
ſigne ofa ficke Common wealth, and when men haue 
waſted all rheyr owne, they ſeeke tobe Maiſter of other 
mens : many of which things'chicfely come to pafle by 
euill examples, worſe followed, brought from torraine 
countries, and lacke peraduenture ot ſufhicient repre- 
henſion by thoſe, whoſe charge is publiquely ro rebuke 
and cry out vpon the generalitic of vices, neuer more v- 
ſed. Bur it happeneth to many of theſe men now adayes, 
as it doth to him that c6meth intorhe fight ofa V Volte, 
whoſe property is to take away his voyce, wherof came 
a common prouerbe, Lupus eſt in fabula, when ſome 
thing is ſpoken that eucry man may not heare : but now 
it may be ſaid of many'ot this ſort , Lucrum eft in fabuls: 
for the dclire of gaine and promotion , maketh them 
hoarſe, and drawein theyr voyce when they ſhould re- 
prchend vice, leaſt they offend. And in truth the ge- 


a'itie of all manner of vice is ſo crept into almoſt 
- "ll; 


Of the Felicitie of man. | 345 
all eſtates, that aman may more ſafely, and with lefle 


blame liue viciouſlie, thenreprehend vice. / 

Among other vertues which the Heathens carefully 
obſerued , rhey ved great modeſtieand tem e in 
their manner ot life, and had worldly pompe and vani- 
tic in contempt, as things repugnant to felicitie, VVhen 
the elder Cato was ſent by tHe Romaines to goucrne 
Spaine, he was attended vpon'bur with three ſcruants, 
the couerlet of his bed was Goar-skinnes, he contented 
himſelfe with the ſame wine and \meate that the Marri- 
ners provided for themſelues : which kind of hife, by his 
accuſtomed frugalitie, was as pleaſant vato him, as all 
the potmpe and delicares vſed by the great eſtates of 0- 
ther ages, 

The Romaines ſent meſſengers to Calatines,to come 
to Rome, to take vpon him the gouernment of the Ro. 
maineEmpire, whom they found ſowing of corne in 
the helds : this man, after he had onerthrowne his ene- 
mies, and wonne a great victorie, for which he trium- 
phed after the manner of the Romaines, yeelded vp his 
office, & returned to his plough againe. T hisman (faith 
Yale: Maxi:) may be a comfort ro poore men, but much 
more he may teach rich men hovy 'vnneceſlariea _ 
the careful getting of riches isto the obtayning of foun 
praiſe, & felicitic wherin he might alſo haue ſtayed, Re- 

gulws making warres in Africa (after hee had won many 
victories vpon the Carthagenians, and vnderſtood, thar 
for his good ſcruice the Romans proroged his gouern- 
ment for another yere) he wrote tothe Conſuls,that his 
Bailicfe of husbandry , which was but of ſeauen acres 


of ground that hee had in the Country , wasdead, by 


mcanes whereof his hired ſeruaunt had taken away the 


thinges that belonged to his plough , and was gone 
away ;z. 
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away ; and therefore he delired them that one might be 
ſent ro ſupply his place , leaſt his husbandrie becing 
neglected, he ſhould not hane wherewuhrto maintaine 
his vvife and children : vvhich when the Conſuls had 
delivered to the Senate, they appointed a new bailieſe 
ro manure hisland , and provided for his wite and chil. 
dren, and cauſed thoſe things which hee had loſt,to bee 
paid for our of the common treaſure , Cincinatw like. 
wiſe, being.made by the Romanes Dictator, which was 
the higheſt gniticin the Romane Empire, an office 


* 


neuer vſedbpt in great neceſiitie , was, by them thar 


were ſem for bim,tound at plough inthe fields : and vn- 


derſtanding the matter, hee cauſed his wifeto fetch his 


' gowne, and ſhaking off the duſt from his garments, hee 


went with them preſentlic into the citic without anie 
more curioſnie, where hee was received by the Se- 
nate with great honuur , Contempta tempore ſape creſcit 
eloria: and after he had ouerthrowne his enemies, and 
brought all thinges into good urder , which was done 
intwentic dayes, hee gaue ouecr his oftice, This man 
likewiſe had but ſeauen acres of ground to live by, 
whereof three he loſt, which hee had laid inpledgefor 
his friend : ard paid out of this licle land a fine for his 
ſonnefor want of appearance at a day appointed : and 
yet with the foure acres left hee maintained himſelfe 
and his familie, and for his vertue and worthineſſe 
was made Dictator: Hee would now thinke (ſaith Y 4- 
lerics) that hee waned elbowe roome, whole houſe 
ſhould containe no greater circuit then Cincinatus 
demaines. Theſe men (ct theic faliciticin vertue, and 
not in riches, nor in honor and glorie, and yet both 
followed them. In this time the wortkineſſe of men 
was meaſured by their vertue , and not by thcir _ 
and 


| Of the Felicitie of man. 47 
and honourable eſtate; which was the cauſe theRo- 
manes made ſo manie notable conqueſtes of ſundrie 
Nations,to the great enlarging of their dominion. They 
that follow vertue as their guide, ſhall hauc fortune for 
theyr companion. AnsRarchns the Philoſopher ſhewed 
anocable example of magnanimitie, when by the com- 
maundemment of Aerohe was taken priſoner , that hee 
might reucale a certaine conſpiracie made againſt him, 
25 he was led towards him for the ſame purpole, hee bir 
off his rongue, and ſpit it in the Tyrants face, knowing 
that by torture he ſhould be compelled rodiſcouer the 
reſt. Theſe men,though they belicued as heathens,they 
did the vvorkes of Chriſtians ; but vvee belicue as 
Chriſtians, and doe the vvorks of Heathens : and if we 
exceede them in curiolitic of attires, and formalitic of 
manners , they went beyond vs in good lite and con- 
uerſation, 

Letthe brane men and iolly fellowes of theſe dayes, 
that gliſter in pgoldeand liluer, andthinke themſelues 
graced by their tragicall habits and geſtures, asthe onely 
paragons of the world, and them that are wondered at 
and accounted happy by theyr great traines & troupes 
of followers, and them that fer theyr felicitie in dain- 
ticand delicate meatcs, and ſpend whole dayes and 
nights in banquetting and quathng; Lettheſe men (I 
' ſay) leaueto ow themſclues, and with an vpright 
wdgement indifferently examine themſelues by thoſe 
men, and compare Catoes vertues, and the reſt, vvith 
theyr vanities; thoſe mens frugalitic , and modeſtie, 
with their exceſle and luxuriouſnelle ; thoſe mens tem- 
array vvith theyr licentiouſneſle, the (implicitie of 

abites, and (ingleneſſc of theyr life that governed 
Kingdoms, and iryumphed ouer Nations, with the 
pope: 
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; and pride of this age , and with their laſciujous 


pompe 


manners and effeminate attires, that paſſerheir rime jn 
covirting & carrowſing . Theſe things duly conſidered, 


our” gallants muſt needes let fall rheir peacockes tayles, 
and wiſh that ſome of Arews tyes were reſtored into 
their heads, wherby rhey might be more prouident,and 
berrer able ro diſcerne berweene the others vertnes and 
their vanities , that diverteth them from felicitie : who 
theft would exclaime vpon the iniquity of this time,that 
will yeeld them no examples to follow. Andthoſemen 
that be ſo carefull tro beautifie their bodies with brave 
attires, leaving their minds ſoyled with foule vices : and 
they that aſpire to honourable places without vertue, 
ſeeme to me to be likerhem that waſh their face with 
faire water, arid wipe it with a diſh-clout . There wasa 
Perſian called Teribarus , who fo greatly delighred in 
braue attire, that on atime hauing apparelled himſelfe 
in very coſtly garments, more meete tor a Princethen 
for him, ſet out with pearle and precious ſtones, and di- 
verſe kindes of ie\yels and furniture, ſuch as women vſe 


 toattire themſelues withall, thinking thereby to en- 


creaſe his reputation aboue the reſt : the king Artax- 
erxes had no ſooner elpyed him, bur he fell into a great 
laughter, and turning to him, ſaid, VVegiuethee leaue 
as an effeminate man to vſe womens delights, and asa 
mad-man to weare Princes apparel: as it he ſhould haue 
faid,that tro hunt ambiciouſly after honour and repurati- 
on afterthecuſtome of many,is rather worthy of laugh- 
rerthen of anger: and thatit isa kind of madneſſero a- 
ſpireto honour & reputation by any other way then by 
vertue, which rather fiyeth away, then followeth after 
them that ſeeke for it. Diuitum & prepotentum fed molli- 
ties , malorum omnium ſomes & ſcaturieo , Many are ve 
uance 
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their great riches and poſleſsions ; and other by fauour 
without merite, that were but yeſterday of no account, 
and of baſe parentage : bur'very'few riſe to honour by 
the worthinefle of their vertue; 

CMiſcro quells chi da perſons wile 

RNaſce ai cor anime gentile, 

| And ſuch men beeing ſo ſuddainly exalted; do many 
times as ſnailes do when winter is paſt, who fecling the 
heate of the Sunne, thruſt out theyr necke and hornes 
out of theyr ſhell in a ſtately ſort, and are fearcfull to lir- 
tle children : cuen ſo, many of theſe new men thatlur- 
ked obſcurely , and lived without reputation and ver- 
rue, finding themſelues aduanced ſuddainly to high and 
vnlooked tor eſtate, abuſing the fauour of the Prince, 
carry vp their heads aloft, grow proud and looke bigge, 
as though they would beterriblero all the world : 
Aſperins nibil eſt humuli cam ſurgit in altum, 

One maruelleth that ſeeing men arecalled men, and 
live by their mind,and not by their outward forme, thar 
they are ſo carefull ro decketheyr bodies,. and ſo negli- 
gent to adorne their mindes. V Vhere great care is had 
(faith Cats) ro decke the body, there is great careleines 
and little regard of vertue, 

It Diogenes were nov lining, heemuſt haueatorch 
to ſceke for a man at noone dayes; for he would hardly 
hnde ſuch a man as hee looked for with acandle, But 
toreturne from whence weedigreſſed, By the exerciſc 
of theſe & the like vertues, the Heathens' thought they 
might attaine to felicity:for,to liue according to nature, 
they thought was ſufficient to liue happily , becauſe by 
nature wee have an inclinationto verrue, though nor 
made perfeQ without exerciſe: but they knew not how 

our 


ch wordragainfi the Philoſophers, tharthoughe 
VVhich wordsagainſt r , thartt 
the Cy detraobe; to live according to nature 
wherero they would haue the helpe of fortune, maybe 
thus By the defeQ of nature: by the mutabiliry 
—_— _ the providence of —— 
artaine ro felicity., For our nature being degenerate 
his firſt perſeCtion andeftate ro wickedneſle & corrup.- 
tion, and fortune (as they call it) bring variableand 'vn= 
cenaine , void of all conſtancie , we havenomeanesro 
come to felicitie withour Godsproyidence and grace? 
and to thinke thara man may beable to atrainetoit by 
his wiſedome, isextreame GN and meerefolly, 
Petrarke (ayth , to beleeue that thou art wiſe, isthe firſt 
to fooliſhnes: the next isto profeſſe it. By this 
which hath beene ſaide,ir a h that the felicitieof 
man conſiſteth nor in the action of morall vertue; asthe 
Philoſophers would , for that is nothis ende : burthe 
endof man, is the glorie of God , toknowe and wor- 
ſhiphim, which is alſo his proper aQion: for vnſtable 
and vncertaine are all humaine matters, notonly in the 
minds & aQtions of priuate men , burin monarchies alſo 
and kingdomes: to day they flouriſhand ſeeme tobein 
great 


-hoie former cls: thx cx inually. emting 2 l k, 
they beganne: q i on bigh, 
and by an TInE ucceſxi 
irtutwm [oboles paxe Fwy mm 
 Fbertas laxum peperit hon pt | 
"Tell peaperies fats Re 
And thus it fareth wit ——_— that ,, 
—_— (pringeth of proſperzie, and proſperiieot ad- "'* 
rie- 
2 Butthough ihe Philoſophers exalted (highly mo- 
| vertues, and the (erin or maconibt © ce 


life , as tha whereinwhe leictinp 
whavia many wore SA 


they preferred acontem 


ions. of all the other ſenſes, becaueic 
apower more perſet,, 

andſubrill. And the arte ofa blacke So | 
{cQ then that of a. gold-ſmyth., a 
wheres 


moſt 
cont 


jon of diuineſubſiences, Burthe operatiotiy 
of the ſenſes are not » bux-ure mixt with paifie or 
lacke : as to eate, 'endureth no longer then we ſufferthe 
paine of hunger, or hane neede of meare; ſorhatthe 
pleaſure of eating is joyned with the paine of hunger; 
and likewiſe of all the otherſenſes. The operationsalſo 
of aciuill life, are nor pure and oogie , as arctheope 
rations of the vnderſtanding, which is a power void 


of all matter : but they are full of perturbations & rrous 


bles, and affeQions, farre from the delighe and quiet- 
neſſe of a contemplariue life . For all our operations and 
ations, andlikewiſe the excerciſeof morall vertues, are 


full ofrravaile and wearineſſe: thetroubles & vn let- 


neſſe of the watres whercin men exerciſe fortitude, is 
knowen to all men : hkewiſe the endlefſe labors botho 
bodieandmind thats in | t' ina common- 
yealth, by exerciſing iuftice, libeWlitic, prudence, tem- 

nce,and other vertues, is et: and all ourers- 
uels and labours , whether it be inwarres or peace, isto 
enioy quietneſſe. As one ſaid , enery motion is toreſt 
Andif we ſee a man withdraw himſelfe from publike af- 


faires, and from medling with worldly matters, toz pri-. 


uare and quiet life , all fay with one voice, that manis 


happie thar leaderh a ſecure and quier life, free from - 


worldly cares, 'and troublons affaires of the 
wealth: by which we confeſſe, rharweiudpe # 
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ion ; which-is nothing elſebur the. 


ble 
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' conliſtia aquier life, ra bay 
bles. And for as much then, as ——— 
kind of lifero be found, but ina contemplative life,ther- 
in muſtreſtthefelicitic of man, afrer the: ag a 1-1 
ive or ſtudious life alſo is not only to be 
eferred betorethe aQtiue and ciuill life, by the excel- 
ie of the ſubieQ whereuponit worketh, thar is, 'di- 
uinethi the vacancie of worldly caresand trou- 
bles: bur alſo thar it is of ſuch condition, ' that fortune 
hath no power ouer ir,as it hath ouer ther ſtatesof life, 
A ſmall proviſion ſerueth his neceſitie, hee is free from 
allfeare Lani) a & from any great care of kee- 
ping that he hath, becauſe his riches bin his mind , hee 
carricth all his goods about with him, & is content with 
bimſclte, And therefore (ſay they) a wiſe manthat 2 
veth himſelfe to contemplation, though he be p 
' amoſt ſolirarieplace or wilderneſle , yer he is happy by 
reaſon of the excellencie of his mind, which is occupied 
indeſpiſing humaine matters as baſe things , ndin be- 
holding divine things: asthe Poerſayth=' © 

Falices anime, quibus oa TIE ww, | 
Inque domos ſuperas (c cure | 

Bur becauſea ciuill life requireth continuall ation; 
mans felicitie cannot conſiſt in contemplation, except 
there ſhould be one felicitic of a man, andano- 
ther of a Common wealth, And therefore after Farrs, 
mans felicitie (ſo long as hee liuethin this world) doth 
neither conGt inreſt nor in ation, butrather ina mix- 
lure of both rogether: ifthere muſt be one felicitieofa 
common wealth, and of apriuare-man forthe minde 


cannot throughly haucthe fruition of perfeQ comem- 
Aa plation, 


the ground, and 2 to hunt: ſoa manis boner 
two things; to vnd to doe: For,that 
might be wanting tothe cxcellencic of the minde 
man,by which we reſemble God the great Creatour of 
all chings, heplaced man as the end of the whole frame 
ofthe world,inthis goodly great Theatre, notonelyy 
an inhabitour of the lower part of the world vnderthe 
Moone, to make one entire common-wealth with the 
reſt of his kind, like tothat heauenly principality abouey 
bur as a certaine ſpeQaror alſo of diuine things: who by 
comparing things paſt, with things preſent, might fore» 
ſce things to come, and know and loue by his word,and 
worke the glory of his parent, And when he ſhould af 
cend vpto him, he ſhould ioyne himſelfe to God, and 
conforme all the harmonie of his gifts ro his goodnelle 
and glory , which by two manner of waies is b 
to paſſe; when he helpeth and maintaincth his fellowes 
and brethren according to his calling by the rule of 
Gods lawes : and magnifieth God in continuall contem» 
plation by prayers and thanks-giuing . T hereſore, that 
the minde becing fallen into the priſon of the body, 
might raiſe it ſelfe vp againe, as it were by certaine de». 
rees to perpetuall light : In man, therceis from thebo- 
e a continuall aſcending by the ſpirit to the inward 
ſoule. Inthe world, wherewith we are invironed, from 
the elements & compound things, by the ethereall ſub- 
flanceto heauen, In mans common-wealth, from kings 
doms and cittics, to the due order of the whole 
of nature; ſrom henceto the incorporate world , and 
Godhimlſelfe,as the firſt example and patterne of all iu- 
ſlice and ruth, For belides the incorporate world, that 
[5 
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» 
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{ aboveall chereſt,of which allthe others depend.there 
_ grethreebodily worlds coupled together one with an- 
porphraaybenomns the greater, the 
lefſe, and mans common: wealth berw both £ 
and the comemplative life is to be 'beforethe 
mae ny that it reſembleth wenn con 
then the other, becauſe iris ied in the operations 
ofthe mind and enderſianding, God beeing vnderſtan- 
ing it ſelfe, Now if the comemplation or ſtudious life 
of the Phyloſophers, which they beſtowed in the 
knowledge of God by his works, and by their reaſon & 
ynderſtanding , were imployed to the knowledge of 
God by the teſtimonie of his holy Scripture, &by fayth, 
then may it more rightly be faid , that the comempla 

tive life, is more perfect then the aQtine life, Bur 
tian contemplation properly isto be exerciſed in afflic- 
tions, and to feele motions of the ſpiritz and notto be 
ſtudious onely , that reſembleth rather an aQtiuelife; 
which affliQtions and ſpirituall motions, may as well be 
in him that giueth himſelfe ro ſtudy, asin him thar is oc+ 
cupied in matters of the common wealth , as it isto be 
ſeenc in Dawid, and then may it truly be ſaid, that ſurh a 
contemplatiue life is to be preferred before all other 
kinds of life, as that which leadeth to the true felicitie & 
beatirude, or Summen bonum, 

Thecontemplatiue or ſtudious life, hath been in ſuch 
eſtimation among men, that diuers examples are regi- 
fired in hiſtories both of heathens and Chriſtians, that 
have voluntarily forſaken the world;and all the ſocietie 
ofmen,to lead this kind of life : to whom many ſtrange 
things haue happened : among the reft(by the report of 
Saint Jerome) Anthony becing in the wildemneſſe, mer 
witha ſtrange kinde of G—— or monſter that _ 

az 
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roughe him dates tocate: And when A 
Me eeres/ fro aaltrcrath I am a morrall man,one 
ofthe inhabiranrs of the wilderneſſe, whom thefooliſh _ 
Gentiles worſhipped, beeing deluded with many erro« 
nious opinions, and called rhem Fazni » Saryri, and Inc. 
_ biz TamtheEmbaſſadourof my companions, wee de. 
fire theeto pray to our common God tor vs, who wee 
know is come for the faluation of the world : vvhich 


words wereno ſooner ſpoken , bur heeſcemedro flies | 


way, 
Gae reporteth of one Pane an Hermite , thar e 
thetimehewas ſixtcene yeeres old, vnrill threeſcore,hee 
lived in the deſert with dates: and from threeſcore vn 
anhundred and ewentie, whattime he died, he was fed - 
daily by a Crow who — him bread, by whichhe 
lived without any other ſuſtenance, Perfiurexciterhmen 
thus to hevomemplaion of things,and tothe loue and 
exerciſe of vertue: 

Diſcite & 5 miſeri, canſas cognoſcite rerum, 

Loid ſumus, aut quidnam vitturi gignimur : ords © 

Lwir datus? aut met quam mollis flexus & onde? 

Luis modus argenti, qui far optare, quid aſper | 

F tile nummus habet? patrie chariſque propinquis 

Luantum elargiri deceat, quem te Deus eſſe 

Inſvit, & humane quaparie locativs eximre? 


The end of the fourth Booke.. 


Diſcourſe. vpon the Felicie. hl ey 
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nples, 


{fclicitie of man, or Lay 
Yoenies not in x4 pus ure nor in riches, 
nor in honour lory,nor yet in.ver- 


rue, norin the ation of vertue: order requireth copro- 
ſecute our diſcourſe, and proue, whether wee can fade 


out,wherein this felicitic doth conliſt,and the waythas 
leadeth to it, In which diſcourſe, alr inpartwe >. 
will deliver our owne opinion, according to that ralent wY 
which God hath giuen vs; yet inthe principall, w Wy 
1s contayned inthe laſt Booke, wee will follow theopi 
nion of learned Diuines : otherwiſe it may be Sr arg 
tredlent fabvilia fake 
Bur the greatneſſe | and ade G.x the. matter; 
dooth nor alittle terrife me +0 h mcercadic 
, the ſubie&: 


to withdrawe my penne'from 
beyond my ſtrength to the paper. [1s z and: 
Sina- | 


ens, b mein mindeof a wiſe aunſwere made 
niderthe Poet to Cyrwvz of whom being deliredtroſhew 
bis opinion what G OD was, the Poet craued three 

Aa} daycs 


Fi 


w_ 
Fe Of _— , yet tne te 
* In arduis voluiſſeſat eſt, 
""VVee have ſaid before, that whoſoceuer will ch 
for the felicitic of man, hee muſt haue reſpeQ to x 
whole man, which conlifleth of body and foule: 
ſuch po mayer in his life, and inthe life xe 
, ſuch dooththe body rake alſo , whether i b 
joNs or ſorrowes, felicitie or infelicitie, Andtho! gh 4 
this life in continuance is nothing , in reſpeQ of thei 
ro come, nor can admit wn} Sem 7 (0s or prope ion. 
berweene thetn , the one 96, day: all, and the 
other withomn rime , no more at which | _ 
end,tothat which is infinire; yerbecauſeir it is ſomething. 
in reſpedt of time, whereof ir is a part; wee will firlt” 
rremte of the felicitie of this life, andthen of.that of e 
liferocome, p 
Burt heete riſerh an ambiguitie of no ſmall imp 
tance, how we may conforme& «= ies wh wn 
the name of felicitie ſeemeth to mn, & our naine . 
nature with true & Chriſtian felt ct e, For affli f for. 
Chriftes ſake in this world, is rhe direQ meanesro a>. 
_— the perſeQ felicitic of thelifeto come: Godha-" 
inted to the godlie no'other paſſage , but” 
throught the flame and furnaceof affliQtions, E 
Daltia non mernuit qui won gull enil amare, 


y 
hi 4 s{ 
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which 


icr ſtare: burthe proper 

' God beſtowerh thar gr 

this world, ro inherit th 

meth to be more happy 

the other life, Bur if we ck Ir minds of cupe. 
afettions and paſsions, andlooke into the matter with// 

a found and vpright iudgement, we ſhall ſce, that eirher ., 
there is no ſelicitie ia this life, that aunſwereth co that. 
name, or elſe,that affijtion,and'ſuchcrolles as God will. 

hy vpon vs, derratterh not any thir from our felicitic. | 

For ſecing the difference of greatneſſe, and diſtance of 

ſpace, that is berweenerhings that are circu | 

and have end, can make the lefſe ſeeme nothing, and . 
beare noproportion to the greater, then 4 ſor#iori, thar 

which is temporall and comprehended ntime,and 
hath end, ſeemeth nothing,nor beareth anyproportion .; - 
tothat which is without time, p all, and infini Foe 5h 


The globe of the earth, which for his ſhew of greatnelle <4 


wecall ſometime improperly the world, and is akerche —” 
Mathematicians c tation, oneand twenty thou» 
omen compaeand aboue, yet beeing comp 


tothe greatnes of thecircumſerence of the eight ſphere 

or ftarriekie, it isbur as a center or little prick to thecir». 

de,to which itbeareth no proportion : much leſſe the 
Aa 4 afflict- | 


360 The ft booke 
affliQtions andtroubles of this ten Y 
oftheperperuirie of the ioyes in the life rocome, bea. 
rethany proportion , but is to be accounted nothing, 
And who will call him a ſickly man, that in the vvbole. 
courſe of his life hath never felt any ſickneſſe, buronely 
onelitrle ſhort fit of an Ague: but rather will call hima 
healchfull man? much leſle can the afflitions or tron. 
bles ofthislife be called infelicitie, -or withdrawe any. 
thing from the name of felicitic, becauſe berween the. 
other there is ſome proportion : betweene this lifeand 
thelifero come, none ac all. But yer becauſe the life * 
weleade in this world, is ſomething in reſpeQ of time, 
let vs ſee whether we can find any thing in it worthyto - 
be called felicitie, And becauſe thereis a great difference 
not onely in continuance, but alſo in greatnes between. 
the happineſle of this life , and the life ro come; wee , 
will diſtinguiſh betweenethe words, and call the h 

ineſſe of this life felicitie, and that of the heauenly li 
$1475 or bleſſednes, and Summum bonum, or ſouc- 
_— good, 

nrhe ſundry and manifold things created by almigh- 
tic GOD with ſuch varictic, ſome things hee made 
with a ſimple effence, ſome things with life , and ſome 
other with ſence; To man hee gaue all theſe, rogether 
with vnderſtanding, of whom he would be known and 
worſhipped : hee made him alſo good,and after hisown 
Imave, and adorned him with many goodly gifts, and 
gane him dominion over all other creatures, and made 
the world for him , and gaue him the vſe of all thinges 
contained therein : eſteeming him not as his creature, 
but rather as his ſonne, and diſcouered to him his will, 
which when hee diſobeyed, preferring his owne appe= 
titebefore Gods commaundement , by the fraude _— 


by 925 ; BW) « + 
* | : 


ments wherewith he had indowed him: and where be- 
fore his life and eſtate was moſt bappy and bleſſed; -hix 
nature was then altogether corrupted and-alteredy his 
goodneſle wasturnedinto ſinneand wickedneſle , his 
vnderſtanding darke , and as:it-were couered vvitha 
cloude, All which imperfeQionsdeſcendfromthefirſt - 
man vnto vs: bur Chriſt the ſonne'of GOD; thorough 
. the ſpeciall loue and fauour hee did beare-to mankind, 
hah an je ya vs againeto his IO 
recouery of thoſe goodly ornaments,” taking d 
him the burden ofont lianes, and {arixfying birinkice 
in his owne perſon, Now therefore the onety meancs” | 
wee haue toatraineto bleſſednes or Summuan bonan'2- - 
gaine, which we loſt by the fall ofour firſt iby 
the merits and mercie of Chriſt ro returne ro GODa- 
gaine: andſecing that God is the greateſt, and chiefeſt * 
good of all things; from whom all chings have their be- 
ing and goodnelle, in him isto be ſougherthart Summans 
bonum, and bleſſedneſle or beatitude we looke for, and; 
no other where. 6" \ 

And for as much as he harh-made vs to-hisowneglo-- F 
rie, and that we might know and worſhip him:ztheend: v7 
and true felicitieot man in this world, is roknow God, 
to magnific and worſhip him; to which end is joyned' 
the fruition and enioying of him inthe worldro come; 
which is the beatitude or bleſſednes and Sumrmum bonune ' 
we ſeek for, But becauſe menarecommonly called hap- 
py or vnhappy, accordingto the courſe of life rhey'lead,/ 
let vs examine the eſtate and condition ofthis life,” & ſee - 
whether wecan find any thing init,'other thenthat laſt” 
aboue ſpoken, worthy of thenameoffelicitie, _ 

y 


pared them 
with cheeſtateand conditionvof men, cryedovr thatof 
allcheicrearures that breathed and went vpon the carth, 
thete was not any more miſerablethen man, Heraclitus 
mooued 50 CO —_— i . —_ went foorth 
190 the amongthe peoplebut hee wepr,beway- 

lingoomimually the calamiries of men,beingp + h 

that allthat wecan ſee vnder the vppermoſlt heaven, is 
nothing eels/ bur a very Theatre of miſery, worthy of c6- 
tinuall complaints and compaſvivn'. Demorrites for the 
likecauſerieuer went foorth of his houſc-inthe ſight of 
men buthe would faltinto a great Hughing , eſfteeming 
all mensaCtions & labors meere vaniries. Another com- 
pany there were of a more ſtrange diſpoſition,thar wold 
not onely murinur and grudge at the nature and condi- 
tion of men,bur wereas hutcfull enemies totheir owne 
kind, ſuppoſing that nature had ſer vp man' as a Buttor 
marke, againſt which (ſhe would diſcharge all the bullers 
of her wrath & indignation, among which ſort of men 
was onecalled Tymon, a Phyloſopher of Athens , "who 
profeſſed himſelfc openly an enemy of mankind, & per- 
tormed it incffect, For hee would never dwell or k 
company among men, but withdraw himſclfe into 
deſerts, and leadc his life among beaſts, that hee might 
notbeſeeneof men: and paſsing his time in this ſolita« 
rice fort, he would ipcake with no man ſaving onely with 
Alcibiades , a valiant Geatteman of Athens , neyther 
with him for any loue he had to the man;but for that he 
did foreſce, hee wou'd be one dayaplague & ſcourge to: 
men, and ſpecially to the Athenians . And it vas not 
ſufficient for him toabhorceand deteſt the companie of + 


MCa 


polsible 


men 25 furious wiide bea 


ind : and. tor that puspole be ſer vp:a great many"gyd- 
bersin hisgudenghatde folkes,and ſuch as were 


weary of theyc lines , might hang themſclues:-and after 
certaine yeere$s, meaning-to inlarge his little Cotrage 
where he dwelt, he determined rocut down thoſe gib- 
bers for his building: and becing loth the lackeof 
ſhould be any hinderance to his Cinizens death, 'hee 
went to Athens, and openly in the-marker place hecau- 
ſcd the peopleto be aſſembled ,, that he mighr deliuer 
ſome newestothem, who knowing hishumourthat y« 
ſed to ſpeake with no.man;, ranneto theplateoutofall 
parts, expeQting attentiuely ſome ſtrange marter: when 
they werecome together, he cryed out with his hoarſ(e: 
voyce; My Cittizens of Athens , if any ok youbediſpo- 
ſed ro hang, your {clues, doe it quicklie , for I meane 
ſhortly ro cut downe the gibbets tor. my neceſſary buil-- 
ding. And when hee had ended thischaritable motion,. 
hee departed hometo his houſe, without ſpeaking'any' 
word more; wherc he liued many yeeres,cominuingan: 
the (ame opinion,deteſting the miſerable eſtateand con-- 
dition of men: And when 7ymoy perceived thardeath: 
approched , hee rooke order ſor his buriall ro beatthe: 
low-water-marke, inthe very brinke of the ſea;thatthe- 
waues might not fuffer any manitocome neere: him. to1 
ſeehis bones or aſhes,.& cauſed this 


; co be. writ 
ten vpon histombe, made in Latinethus; £ 
Hi: ſum poſt vitam miſcr amque inopemgque ſepultug, 
Nomen non querds :di leor te male perdant.. 
And as another of his condition, that liued ſolitarily in- 
the woods, cſchuing likewiſe the -company of men, 
cameto him to ſupper; Inthe middeſt of theyr rc 


"PP argv _— 
Tymen (quoth hee) what apleaſan ſupper is | 
hath-no moregueſtes but thou avd 1? So were it (ſaid 
7ymon) if thou were away : hee was ſo hatefullrothe 
conditionof men, that he could not endurethecompa- 
nie of him, that was of his owne diſpolition. - 
 Plinie meditating vpon the miſeries wherewith man 
is borne, andthe endlefſe traucls wherein hee liveth, 
faith, Among all the creatures that nature bath bro 
foorth', onely man is ambitious, man onelyisp 
colietous , and ſuperſtitious , onely deſireth long lite, 
Md maketh a Sepulchre vvherein to be buried : and 
rightlie was this ſpoken by Plinie, for other creatures, 
neither richesdoe make proude,nor pouertie ſad ; they 
weepe not when they beborne, tior waxe ſadde when 
they ſhall die. 
Marcus Awyelins, both an Emperor and Philo opher, 
entring into a deepe contemplation of the calamitics 
and miſeries wherewith our poore life is continuallic 
afflicted, burſt out in theſe words, The bartell of this 
world is ſo perillous, the iſſue ſo terrible and dreadfull, 
that I aſuremy ſelfe , if any old man ſhould comeout. 
of the earth, and would make a rrue diſcourſe & decla- 
ration of his life, from the time hee came foorth of his 
Mothers belly to his laſt breath, and that the bodie 
vvould recite all the paynes it hath ſuffered , and the 
heart vvould diſcover all the conflicts of fortune , all 
men would be aſtoniſhed at the body that had ſuffered 
ſuch things, and at the hart, thathad in ſuch ſortlan- 
guiſhed and diſſembled , whereof I haue had experi- 
ence in my ſelfe,and will freely confeſſeit,though ro my 
infamy, bur in time to come it may be profitable ro ſome 
others, In fiftic yeeres thatT lived (faith hee) I would 
needes proove all the vices of this life, and make proofe 


whe- 


the [FTFG M4 - ; | 

hither the wickedneſirof cm might in ſome fortbe 
ſatisfied. And aſter I had ſeeneall, I foundtharthemore- 
] eate, the more hungry I was : the more I dranke, the 
morel thirſted: che more I ſlept, the more defired to 
fleepe; the more I reſted , the more weary I was; the 
more I had,the more couerous I was;the more I foughr 
the leſſe I found : andro conclude, Ineuer had thing in 
my poſſeſsion that was not ſometime troublous to mee, 
and by and by I deſired ſome other thing, S. Chryſs- 
feme being in admiration, after he had with great com- 
paſsion bewailed rhe calamitiesof men, the dark- 
neſſe wherewith they areouerwhelmed , pronounced 
with aloude voice; I wiſh chat I were placed in ſo high 
atower, that | might behold all men, and that I had 
ſuch a voice that it might be heard over allthe earth, 
and vnderſtood of all people that I might with a ſhrill 
cry ſpeake thus with king Dazid, O ye children of men, 
how long wil your harts be hardned ? And not withour 
cauſe,for hethat will behold, with a ſound judgement, . 
the eſtate of the world in theſedayes , what fraude and - 
deceit, what diſsimulation, blaſphemies, adulteries, li- 
centiouſneſſe, warres, effuſion of blood, rapines, ambi- 
tion, couetouſneſle, malice, and- ſuch like, wherewith 
the world is as it were drunke, maythinkethat thetime - 
isat hand, wherofthe Prophet Eſay ſpake in ſuch dere+ 
ation : your iniquities haue made a deuiſion betweene - 
you, and your God your ſinnes haue hidden their face 
before you, thatit might not heare; for your handsbe 
ſoyled with blood , your fingers with iniquities- 
lips have vrtered lies, & your tongues wickedats* thi 

is not one that callerh vpon iuſtice: no man ijudgerh ac» 
cording to equitie: they conceauefellonie, and aredeli» - 
uered of iniquitic , they haue diſcloſed egges of —_ | 
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and have punne thecobwebbe of a ſpider : he that (hall 
eate of their egges ſhall die; hethat ſhall breake them; 
foorth will come a Baſyliske : their feer runneto evill, 
&rhey make haſtto ſhed innocent bloud : their thoghts 
bee wicked imaginations, truth isthrowne downethe 
| fireetes, and equitiecannot enterin, our wickedneſſe jg 
multiplied, and our ſinnes witneſle againſt vs. 

VVhen the preacher had conſidered the vanities of 
the world and miſeries of men, he ſaid thus : wherefore 
I indgedthoſethat are dead, to bee more happie then 
ſuch as be aliue : yea him thatis yer vnborne, to be bet. 
ter at eaſe then they both: becauſe he ſeeth not the miſe« 
rable workes that are doone vnder the ſunne , Silenw 
fayth, that the greateſt gifr which God gaueto man,was 
not tobe borne :the nexc to that, was to die ſo ſoone as 
he was borne, 

Plato that divine Philoſopher, entering into the due 
conſideration of the miſerics of this lite : knoweſt thou 
not (ſayth he) that the life of man is noother thing bur 
apilgrimage, which wiſe men paſſe with ioy, (ingi 
hartily when they ſcetheneceſxitie of their approchto 
the incuitable end thereof ? knoweſt chou not that man 
in his greateſt part , conliſteth of the ſoule, that isen- 
cloſed within the bodie a+ in a tabernacle, wherewith 
nature hath enuironed vs, not without great paine and 
trouble: and if ſhee beſtowe vs ſome little good 
things, they arc hidden, and ot ſmall continuance, and 
are ſeaſoned with bitrerneſle and penltuenes: by meanes 
whereof, the ſoule feeling griefe, delireth the heauenly 
habitation, and wiſheth for the fruition of the ioyes 
there? Conſider that the departure from this worldis 
nothing but achange from euill to good, Burcome hi- 
ther(layth he)from his natiuitieto his graue, what _ 


of miſcrie isthere that he (uffreth nor? whether it be of 


, of heare, of cold, of whippes, of ſtripes, cuen 
eas can vtrer his conceit ? whar other meſlenger 
or better truſhman can hee have of his miſeries, then 
his weepings , cryings and ſighes? when he hath diſ- 
ſo many cuils , and come to be ſcauen yeares 
olde, hee muſt preſently have rutors and maſters to 
inſtruct him in learning; when hee is further growen, 
and become a young man, hee muſt haue reformers - 
and maiſters , more ſeuere and ſterne, the better to 
tame and accuſtome the heare of theſe young folkesto 
hbours: chat being done, haire beginneth to couer his 
face, and then heeis cometo be a man, andyertthisis 
_ that hee m_—_ into = ane pork, 
ncefle of minde : T hen hee muſt frequent publikepl; 

_ ces, hee muſthaunt companies that be _——— 
to know both good and cuill. If hee be honourably de-. 
ſcended from any noble houſe, hee muſt take vpon him 
athouſand enterpriſes in the warres, offer himſelfe ro 
an infinite number of perils, hazard his life, ſhed his 
d'oud ro die in the bed of honour: otherwiſe hee ſhall 
be accounted a carpet knight, an effeminate man, and 
had in contempt, If hee be of baſe condition, andcal= 
ied to the exerciſe of handicraft, hee muſt then alſo 
runne into a thouſand labours, trauels, and perturba» 
tions both of bodie and minde: hee muſt labour day 
and night to get wherewith to live with the ſweate 
of his browes : and for the moſt part how ſo ever 
hee imploy his labour and diligence, hee can hardly 
ovide' for his neceſsitie . But let vs runne over 
riefely ſome of the principall eſtates or-tradesof life, 
and (ce what opinion is holdenof them;and whe- 
ther we can find any that arc content with thei oy + 

ut 


- ©. - 
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and hath been weatiethereof, and wiſhed for ſome o, © 
ther, which is ſo farre from felicitic, thatit oughtrathes = 

ro be accounted miſeric, » 1 

Let vs beginne with ſeafaring men , whobeincons 
tinuall perill both day and night; theic habitation is asg 
priſon: their manner of life is not much vnliketo the 
ſame: they are alwaiesas vagarants,& in continuall exile, 
for the moſt part without reſt, toſſed vp & downe with 
the wind and weather, in danger of rocks, and to bee 
buried in fiſhes bellies, Byas one of the ſages of Greece, 
doubred whether he ſhould account theſe kind of men 
among the dead, or among the liuing - and Anacherfis 
ſaid,rthat there was but two or three hngers breadth bes 
eweenethemand their death , meaning the thickneſle 
of the bordes. And though ſome become maſters of mas 
ny ſhips, and are accounted happy by reaſon of theyr ris 
ches that way gotten: yet that happineſlcisnot muchta 
be regarded that hangeth vpon ropes, 

And if we looke into the lite ot husbandmen, which 
at the firſt ſight ſeemeth pleaſant, quiet, (imple, without 

vile, and happy , and ſuch as Parriarkes and Prophets 
eas made choſe of, as that which hathin it leaſt fraud 

& deceit : and alſo great Emperours haue forſaken theyt 

ſtately pallaces, their pompe, and dominion, to giue 

themſclues tothe planting of gardens and orchards: yet 
he that will looke throughly into the matter, ſhall find; 
that among theſe roſes there be many thornes: for wh& 

God caſt man out of Paradiſe, hee (ent him abroadens 

an exile; ſaying, the earth (hall becurſed for thy ſake; 

thou ſhalt eate thereof with travell all the daves,of thy * 

life : for ir ſhall bring foorth thornes and thiſtles; and 

thou ſhalt catethe hearbes of the earth with the _ 


againe : 
and who hath more experience Lord ſpake, 
then thoſe poore ſoules, who after they haue laboured 
in the fields day after day, tilled & owed their ground, 
endured the rigour of the heat and cold, and ſweat, as ic 
were, water and blood, inthe middeſtof theyr hope 
ro the fruites of theyr travell, there happenerh 
onable weather, ouer-muchplentie, or vvant of 
raine, froſt and ſnowe, mildewes, and ſuch like , Some 
looſe theyr carrell, other ſuffer ſpoyle of theyr corne, & 
allthat they haue long traueclled for, in a moment by 
men of warre, euen as they are labouring in the fieldes: 
ſothat in place of comfort and reſt , hereturnethhome 
ſorrowing, where he findeth his wife and children wee- 
ping and Jamenting for feare of famine: ſo that this kind 
of life, is full of trouble and vnquietnes, alwayes in feare 
of ſomething or other. 

Bur let vs leauethe Husbandmen in theyr fabours, 
and ſee what goodneſle is in the traffique of merchan- 
dize : thistrade of life, if wee looke intoir ſuperficially, 
will ſcemeto be exempt from all manner of miſerie and 
vnhappineſle, and to promiſe quietneſſe & caſe becauſe 
of riches, wherein it aboundeth : a trade inuented-for 
theneceſsitie of our life, which many wiſe men, as 7hs- 
les, Solon, Hippocrates, and others , haucexerciſed ; and 
which nouriſh amitic and loue betweene Princes, tranſ- 
ny their. commodities from one Conntry ro ano+- 

; yer notwithſtanding , thattrade cannot ſo be dil+ 
uiſed with fayre ſhewes , bur it will eaſily ro 
_ him thar will enter furcher into-the view of the 'mat- 
ter,how full of vnquietnefle and troubles theyr lifeis,as 
the Poet ſaith ; 
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bob ba and b yr peter, b pol. 
dee, and ndby great 2 partof their pbypyrn en 
*y ſtrange countries , differing nothing from er. 

ſaving tharcheir baniſneiencs m are volunarie; and 
all Irhisthrough an exceſsine defire of gaine, which'niz. 
kerh them leaue the pleaſure and comfort of theit wives 
and children, oftheic friends, and native countrey* and 
whatcraft (an epytheron peculiar tothem in time paſt, 
but now growne more generall) 'and deceit is vied of 
manie of that rrade, their owne common 
ſeemeth ro diſcouer , That there needeth nothing but 
to rurne their backe to God a feweyeares, and alirtle 
ro iolarge the cnirie into their conſcience , to'make 
themſelues rich, and to onercome fortune, But we wil 
e over manie things that be wricten , and may bee 
ſaid of them,& conclude with the wordes of Saine Chg 
ſofteme and Saint Avgefive: Thar it is hard for them 
to pleaſe God , or duly and rightly ro repent hem of 
their ſinnes, 

Bur ler vs leaue the marchams' in they*r acebindy 
and ſee what happineſle is in the men of warre 
thinke rr L4 ro exceede all others in kt 
and honourable cſtare, and 'therefore have this 'epy+ 
theron eiventhem, Glorioh milites , glorious ſoul- 
diers:and yet not he (ſaith one) which leaderh his life 
the warres, but hee that endeth his life wellin 
winneth both honbur in this liſe, and al prprvt 
memory after his death: theſemen lead a ne 
and dangerous liſe, not onely by their enemies, but 


they muſt ſuffer hunger, thirſt, heme and colde,. 
and weather, froſt and ſnow; they. 
wake almoſt continually ; and whenthey 

muſt cake vp their 

fgne of the Moone, 

brue 


Lyons, Beares, V Volues, andallother kinde of wilde 
beaſts , ſpare to exerciſe their furie vppontheir owne 

 kinde: but theſe viſe extreame crueltie, and yreer all their 
rage vpon men that Chriſt dyed for, as well as for them, 
not vpon the Heathens onely , which were moretolle- 
rable, And what be the fruites of theſe mens profeſsion? 
Beſide their owne miſeries, which are many , as the cf- 
fuſion of their owne bloud, and that of infinite numbers 
of innocents, men, women,andcbildren; burning and 
lacking of goodly citics and townes , ſpoyling and ry- 
fling mens goods, waſting territories a ; rapes 
ypon matrones and virgines; prophaning Templesand 
lacred places; making men captiues and » andto | 
endin one word, all manner of impietiesand ourrages -* (), -..,/4/ /5 

gt >) eter which = | mu" ty Zug 
Null fides pietaſque virus qui cafire ſequuner, wil 4 79 
Vena; manu, ibj fac, ybi maxim ne Merc. 

And SD they returne from the warres, many of 

the common ſort that lived bonefily before, by want 

of diſcipline and good example, gerſuch a licentiou(- 

neſle and dilſoluteneſſe of manners, that they become 

beggers or theeues , and ſo lead &endtheir livesin mi- 

(crie,of whomthe Italian hatha prouer| 77 I 
eeues, and peace hangeth chem vp , The better loul- / pes: c 

dier ({aith 0ne).the worſe, man 1burthar weemay the ** 
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let vs ſome of the miſeries and > 
lamities that men haue ſuftered by the warres; yet not 
of the number of thouſands of men that have 
beene (ſaine in the fielde with the ſword at one battaile 
or the goodly Citties that have beene viterly deſtroyed = 
and made deſolate : (for thoſe examples beinfinite) but 
of ſome fewe that be more ſirange, and not ſo com« 
mon, | 

Toſephus reponeth that when Teruſalem was ny, 
by the Emperour 7Titss , beſides wonderfull thi 
the people ſuffred by the extremitie of famine, as the eq 
ting of the leather of their girdles, ſhooes, targets, &al> 
ſo of their old hay . There was a rich woman had 
thered together her goods into a houſe within the cit« 
tie, and lived ſparingly vpon that ſhe had left : but the 
ſouldiers in ſhort time rooke all away , and ſhe could 
no ſooner begge a morſell of meate to helpe to relieue 
her, but they would take it from her,& deuoureit them- 
ſclues : at laſt ſeeing her ſelfereadie to famiſh, ſhecom- 
mitted a horrible aQ againſt nature : ſhee tooke her 
childe that ſhe had ſucking vpon her breaſts, O vnhap 

iechilde (quorh ſhe) but much more vnhappy is thy 
Lileher - VVhart ſhall I doe with thee in this warre; in 
this famine, and among theſe ſeditious people? If | 
ſhould ſaue thy lite, thou ſhalt liuc in perpetuall ſer- 
uitude vvich the Romaines : come hether therefore 
( my little vvrerch) and ſeruethy Mother for meatero 
relieve her , and for aterrour to the ſouldirrs that haue 
left me nothing , and for a uall memorie of che 
miſerics of mans life, which onely wanteth to thect- 
 hmitiesof the lewes. After ſhe had ſpokentheſe words, 
ſhee killed the poore infant, and put him vpon we - 

br 


To troach, androafied him, and exterthe one halfe, & 
vp thereſt : which was no ſooner done, burtheſouldi- 
erscame into the houſe againe, who {melting the ſour 
of the roaſted meat , threatned to kill her except ſhee 
brought it foorth: Content ſelues, my friendes 


(quoth ſhe) 1 haue deale well with 'you , Jookethow-T = 


hauereſerued the one moniefor you, andrherewith ſhe 
. ſerthereſt of her child vpomtherable before them;The 
ſouldiers beeing amazed with the horrour of this loth- 
ſome ſpeQacle , ſtood (ilent , vnablexo ſpeake aword : 
bur the vvoman contrariwife beholding 
fierne and ſturdie countenance; V V hatnow my friends 
(quoth ſhe) this is my ſruite, this is my child, thisis my 
tact, why cate ye not? I hattecaten before you, are yee 
mote daintieor ſcrupulous thEdve motherthat brought 
him forth? doe ye difdainerthe meare that 1 hanetaſte; 
before you, and will earethe reſt; if yee leaveit? The 
ſouldiers were not able any longer to endure thislamen- 
table ſight, but went trembling away leaving her alone 
with the reſt of her child. man 26970 0 2oft 

In thetime of 7ra/ave the Emperonr the Tewes rebel- 
led, in which warres the Teves werenort contentto 
haue ſlaine the Romans, bur brought alſo their dead 
bodies to the ſhambles, and therequarrered;/ curthem 
in peeces, and ſold them yo_—_ andeare them with 
as good appetire,as if they had beenehennex or feaſants: 
& further, adding onecruelueto another, they brought 
forth certaine Romaines which they had in priſon; and 
made wagers one with another, a denier, or a poynt, to 
firikeoFthe head of a Romaneara blow, They would 
fley the Romans quicke,and rannetheir «kinnes for lea- 
ther - and further to diſgrace them ,*they wonldcuroff 
their priciemembers,& toſſe themas aballinthe marker 
B b 2 place, 
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+19 15 rregeys Romaines that were in all placy 

ine intheſe warres were ro be fue hundred 
thouſand , which coſt the Iewes ſo deare, that ifthe 
dead had beene living,they would haue thought them, 
ſelues ſufticienclic ceuenged . Afterthe Emperour Baſ3i« 
anus had killed bis brother Geta , and was in poſlefsion 
of the Empire, the Pretorian ſouldiers ftinding-thems 
ſclues rich by therewardesof Beſsianus , and theirene« 
mies ſubdued, went into Rome, and entering into the 
houſes ; flew all perſons with whom they had anie yn- 
kiridneſſe, & vppon wagers would kill a whole kindred; 
vntilthey had leftno perſonin whom any remembrance 
might remaine. n \ 

The people of Numantia in Spaine , were drjuen 
to ſuch extreamitie, when - Scipio belicged the- Cutie, 
that they would' hunt after the Romaines , as men dog 
viſe to hunt after a Hare or Deare, and cate their fleſh; 
and drinke their blood as hungerlic, as it it had beeng 
beefe or mutton : they would yowe to their goddes 
not to breake their faſt but with the fleſh of a Ros» 
maine, norto drinke wine or water vinillthey hadta- 
ied of the blood of their 'enemies which they ſhould 
kill : fo that none of the Ramaines were taken priſo- 
ners,but when they had killed any of then, they would 
fley him,quarter him, and wey him in the ſhambles: and 
ſell him more deare being dead', then his ranſome 
would yeeldbeing alive. VVhen Scipio perceiued the 
great harmes the Romaines ſuſtained, by thoſe delpe+ 
rate men that would accept of no reaſonable conditty 
ons , nor commit themſclues to the clemencie-ofthe 
Romaines: who would anſwere , that ſeeing they had 
liued ſo manie yeares in liberty,they would notnouw die 


flaues : hee remooued his campe ſomething __ 


from the towne ; and ched:tl | 
lie round about ,” that no'vitualles could come vnts * 
them : Then was there cries of the women wirch- 
in the Cittie : lamentable- complaints made 'by' the 
prieſtes to their goddes : and ſhrill and pirrifull excla- 
mations made by the men to Scipio, that hee would 
terthem come out to fight likemen of warre, andnor 
ro deſtroyethem by famine like cowards: O Scipio(ſaid 
they) thou that art anoble and valianr young Romaine, 
doeſt not aduiſedlie conſider. what thou doeſt, nor 
they that give thee counſel! : thus to keepe vs in is but 
apollicie of warre, bur if thou overcome vsinbarcell 
thou ſhalt then winne ro thy ſelfe immortallfameand 
glorie. But whenthe Numantines that S&y- 
pio would not be remooued from hisreſolution, ' after 
they had endured the ſiege a yeareandſenen monethes, 
the young and luſtie men-aflembled themſelues ro- 
qe] and killed all the olde' men, *women andchil- 
,- and- brought all the riches of the Citrie 3"and 
temples, and heaped them ir} the marker place, 
and'paue fire ro all partes of checirrie, and thenpoy- 
ſoned' themſelves -,- fo as-the'tern ; houſes, 
and people of Numaniizen one day , leaning 
t035rpto', neither goods wo ſpoyle!, normen 
vpon whom torriamph, VVhenScpioemeredrhecitie 
md behelde this lamenable ſpeacle ;/noryithoue 
abeg ene : O happie Numamia/(quorhthe) the = 
goddes would thou ſhouldeſtone day haveariend,\but 
never to be overcome; The Danes vader heir 
ding making: warre in Suecia in the winter ſuffered a 
wonderfult famine :: for -beeing ſo ſiraightlie' beſie- 
red by fb king of Succia', that they 'hadno means 
to proceede further in their enterpriſe, nor yet returne 
—""— ina 


inco theyr country : when their viQuualls were all conſfy; © 
med, they were drivento eazethe hearbes and graſſein 
theheldes, then the rootes and barks of trees,and when 
allzheir cars, and rats, and horſes were conſumed, they 
that were left alive, killed many of their owne fellowes 
and earethem, Andthe Caliguritans, when Pompey be. 
ſiged their cintie ſo ſtraightly, that allthings wereconſy. 
medthart might ſerue the for meat, they cate their wiues 
and children, Among the reſt'of the infclicities &mis 
ſeries that enſue of the warres, this is notthe leaſt, 'thax .. 
Olorus King of Thracia, when hee had ſubdued the Da- 
ces, compelled all the men to; be ſeruaunts or (lauesto 
their wiues, in cokenofextreameſeryiwde, andof the 
moſt ſpighttul diſgrace and ignominie that he could de» 
wieto inflict vpon them, And this was no leſle ſpighrful, 
that 41tiles king 'of Suecia, made a dogge king of the 
Danes, in revenge of a great many iniuries. received by 
them , And Gays likewiſe king vfthe Danes: madeg 
doggc King of: Norway , and gppointed<0unſellers: tg 
doc all thingsvader histitle and name»! | 1s , 25 nn 
| . --+.*-* . Burthe Empcrour Frederiche the! ſecond yvieda more 
* . © moderation,whenbe had attergame the peopleiniflew 
po tecen Voc 'f 06 Hort V Ve have ({aid. tteEmprror)donea gremwarks 
7414 __ butnowthere remainethagrenterwork; (that yueeuires 
come and maifier our'ſelurs; that wee makean-cadot 
- couetouſneſle and. delire obeeuenge:: wvords woore 
thy of an Emperous..:r. | - 94qud O highs nribua 
\ Mar: Aveclins, noting thein/cdlicitiedfthaiekindtof 
men among theRomaines, faith ; Afterour men of wat 
aregoneom of Rome, they neither fearerhegeds, not 
honor thetemples; they reverence not the prieſts; they 
hayeno obedience to their:fathers., nor{hameto the 
people: dreadot iuſtice , nexher compaſxiongf theye 
coun- 
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county: ſome rob the temples,others break vp doores: 
the nights they paſſe in playes,the daies in blalphemies: 
roday they tight like Lyons zomorrow they fliclike ca+ 
wards: ſome rebell againſtyheir Capraines, and others 
fliecorheir enemies; tinally , they are vamecte for all 
g00d,and mect for all cuijl, andtherefore , to ſpeakeof 
their filthineſle I am aſhamed to deſcribe them: they 
leauetheir owne wines, and take the wiues of others: 
they diſhonour the daughters of the good, and they be- 
guile the innocent virgins: there is ao nei ur bur 
they couct , nor hoſteſle but they force: they breake: 
theyr old wedlocke, & yeerely ſeeke a new marriage: ſo 
that they do allthings what4bey liſt, and nothing wha: 
they ought, V V hat wikthowltellchee moreof thein- 
wuries which the Capraines doe to the Cities whereby 
they paſſe ? of the (launders whichthey raiſe in the pro- 
vinces where they abide? themothes doe notſo. much 
harme co the garments , nor the-Locuſtes tothe corne; 
the Captaines doe40 thepeople: for they leaue'no 
beaſt but they kill, nor orchard but theyrob, norwine 
but they drinke, norduuc- houſe but cheyclimbe, nor 
Temple bur they ſpoile, nor villanie but they-commit-: 
they care without meaning to.pay - they will notſerue 
vale(ſe. hey be well paid : and the-work of all is, - if they 
haue theyr pay , immediatly they ſpend and playit 4+ 
way ; if they be not paid, they rob and mutine ; ({o1har 
with pauerty they are not content, and: with cichesthey 
are luxurious and-jinfolent., I beard ane day. '(ſairh the 
Emperour)-but heſaw-notme ,,a Capraine of minedſay 
to an hoſteſſe of his, that wanld-notlet-bim doe in the 
houſe what hee would: Yee: of the Countrydid never 
knowe Capraines of Armics,cand therefate:knowe it 


now (mother) that the carth douth neueretemble, bur: 
when: 


Romaine Capaine: andth6 


The jift 
a 


Fenichs hetamed 


Gods doeneuer ſuffer the Sunne to ſhine but wherewe 
are 


ed. VVithin ſhort ſpace after, this Captaine 
——y a battell in Arabia, w hee was the firſt thar 
fled and left the ſtanderd alone, vvhich had almoſt made 
me looſe the battell; but inrecompence of his valiant 


ſeruice, I commaunded his head to be cut off, Of theſe 
men one ſpeaketh thus ; 


Vi viola legs & ferre iurs laceſsit, 


Obterit innocuos, alieno paſcitar ere. 


{ 

Bur vvhat neede we ſceke ſo farre forexamples of this 
kinde, vvhen our owne age yeeldeth vs more chen (uf- 
ficient, to prooue the miſeries that follovv this trade 
of life , In theſe ciuill vvarres of Fraunce, Sanſerra ww 
ſo ſiraightly belicged , that for want of vituals almoſt 
halfe the people vvere conſumed by famine: when they 
hadeaten vp all their dogges, cattes, mice, and vvitits, 
they fell tothe hides of theyr Oxen, and kine, & 
then totheir leather girdles, ſaddles, bridles, and hal- 
ters : ro theyr purſes, poynts, and all manner of Leather 

atments : then they cate the hoofes of Horſes; 'Oxtn; 
Fraboes and Goates, whereof many had long hanged # 
theyr keyes. VVhen all theyr corne vvas conſumed, 
_ made bread of ftrawe cut in ſmall peeces and ſtam- 
pedina morter, and of a kinde' of tileſtones : and whett 
all theſe things vvere ſpent ,. the rage of their hunger. 
vvas ſo extreame, that they eate the dung of beaſtes, 
and alſo their owne excrements: they would alfo ſecke 
among the dung-mixens for the bones and hornes of 
beaſtes that had long lyen- there rotting, and eate them 
greedily, There were that would hauceaten mrs" 
x 
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ofthe Feleitieafna = wg 
ſes of dead men, but being raken with the maner , . = 
were puniſhed by the Magiſtrates: and when they were 
driven to this cxtremirie, that all manner of things that 
might be earen were almoſtconſumed, they caſt out of 
| the rowne all thoſe that were vnſeruiceable for the 
warres; who were, without any mercie or reſpeQt-of 

| humanity, moſtcruellie with ſtripes and wounds « ber 
_ enemiedriuen into the trowne againe: but the ſight of 
the towne was ſo hatefull vntorhem , that manychoſe 
rather to ſuffer any extremitie then to returnethether 
ag2ine, and were (laine with rheir ſhot, It-was alamen- 
table ſight to behold:-men , women and children like a 
dried core, nothing left vpon them bur skin and bone: 
but nothing could mooue the hard harts'of their enc-+ 
mies,ſo as at laſtthey were forced to yeeld vpthe rowne 

certaine conditions, 

VVhen the French king that now is and of Nauarre 
belieged Paris of late yeares, the famine grew (0 ex- 
w. within ihe Citty,that they ſed vpon their horſes, 

cs, dogges, cats, mice, vine-leaues; -and after ſome 
VVriters, there died by famine abaue thirtic thouſand 
perſons, And this lamentable hiſtorie is alſo reported, 
that a Citizen hauing nothing wherewith to feed him- 
ſelfe, his wife, and his children, not able any longer to 
endure the ſight of thys miſerie , nor to heare theyr 
lamentable complaynts, he firſt hanged vp his wife and 
his children, and then himſclfe , But before this was 
doone, he tyed a vvriting to his breaſt, declaring the 
onelie cauſe why he commirted this att tobe, that he 
was no longer able to endure this miſerie, and therefore 
heprayed G OD that he would forgiue him/ this faule, 
 Inthe ſame vvarres, belides a-great many other cru- 
eltics, which thcſe kind of men continually. exerciſed, 


they, 


180 "The fift booke 

they would roaſt their owne coumrimen whom they 
' hadtaken, by agentle fire,thathe might ſuffer long tor: 
ment before he died: ſome rhey would kill with often 
ltle prickes and blowes with (words and daggers for 
their paſtime , Others they would hang vp by the chin 
vppon pot-hookes and put alirtle fire vnder them, that 
they might ſuffer along and miſerable death, To others 
they would cur off their privie members, and putthem 
into their mourhes , you would tearethepſalmes of 
David and other bookes of holie Scripture, and thrift 
themintothe wounds of dead men: Such aswonldflie 
into caſtels, when the towne was won, and yeelde thei 
ſelues vpon condition and wt to have theirlivesſa+ 
ued, ſhould be caſt oner the wals and their neckes bro- 
ken,& their bonesin ſuch ſort with rhe fall, that ſtreams 
of bloud, like httle rivers, were ſeene runhe downetht 
caſtle, There were that opened a mans breaſt and took 


out his hart (& as they had often before wiſhed)did exe 
it vp : An other there was that hanged vp his ow 
ſonne: others would open dead mens bodies, and rakt 


" FX" | . . ? 
out their intrales, offring then in ſcorneto ſell, cryi 


about the citie, who would buy a Huguenors eddings 
There were that cut off a mans eares and fried themina 
frying pan , and eate them ſweetely , and with horrible 
othes & curſes, invited other ſouldiers ro this banquet; 
To beſhorr,they deuiſed al the wayesthey could ro put 
men to ſtrange kinds of death , and torments not vſuall, 
Some they would burne, others they would ſmotherts 
death with (ſmoke, ſome they wold drowne; others they 
 wouldſtonero death; ſome they would cut in into ſml 
peeces, others they would bury. a live; ſome they would 
rake out of their graves & caſtthero dogs to be denou- 
red; others they would familh for lacke of meate ; ſome 


they 


Of the F a...” 1 
they would kill with cold ,” others with very ſeare,to 
ſome they plucked out their eyes,orhers they would kil, 
becauſe they mourned for others calamities: to bemone 
and behold a wicked aCt with pittifull eyes , was vvithy 
them to commit wickednes , Bur this was not ſuthcient 
for them, to rage and exerciſe barbarous cruelty againſt 
men, women,and children,and thoſe of theyr owne na- 


tion , except they alſo had vſed intollerable blaſj 


nemy 
qi : when they had an intent ro commieſome 
0 


theſe kinds of murders,that oneof them might know 
another, their watch-word ſumetimes ſhould be, rhree 
times I curſe God. And as they brake into a Merchants 
houſe, where they found many bookes,;they made a fire 
mnthe midſt of the rowne, & burnt them all, ſauing cer- 
raine Bibles which were very faire boundand ſet out ; 
them they taſtened to the points of their halberts, & car- 
rying them about the towne ina tryumph, they cryed 
out;behold the truth of the Hugnzemcrs hanged, the trum 
of all the devils in hell; & when they camerorhebridge, 
they threw thoſe Bibles into theriuer, ing; behold 
the truth of all the devilsin hell is drow he intenc 
of theſe men was not to follow Tacites counſell : Belloris 
egregii fines quoties ignoſcendo tranſig itar,The end of thoſe 
wars are notable, whe peaceis madeby forgiving,'And 
Cyrus king of the Perſians was wont toſay, thatthe 
worksof humanity & curteſie were much morepleaſant 
& gracious then the works of the warres: for war brin- 
geth ro men very much ecuill , and humanity very many 
ood things. Theſe be the fruits of this glorious eofes- 
10n,which is exalted aboue other ſtates of life, and the 
manners of them that follow ir : but ſo far are theſe men 
from happines, that if any eftate be more vnhappy'thens 
hers, theſe ſcemeto challengethe yangard, I 
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332 . Theft booke - \  - 
Bur ler vs licenſe menof warreto fellow their own 
maners, and to enrich themſelues by violence with the 
ſpoile of ther men, ſecing ic will beno better, that wg 
may with more ſafety paſſe thorough their pikesto an» 
other ſort of men';-whoſe profeſzion neither allowerh 
warre, nor will ſuffer men to live in peace, as though 
they were borne to this end, neither to bequietthem« 
ſclues, nor to-ſuffer other men, whoin a more ciuil ſore, 
not like a torrent, throwing downe all before thEas the * 
ocher doth,bur ſoberly like a conſumprion,know how, 
not with cffulion of blood out of mens bodies , butof 
mony out of their purſcs,to make their gaine much grea« 
ter. in few yeres by peace wicthont ſhedding their blood, 
and endangering their bodies, then ſouldicrscan doeby 
the wars of their whole life, with theloſſe of their blood 
and continuall hazard of their perſons : & ſee what ah. 
pincs isin their life, who now ſome where be the onely 
wenthat bereputed almoſt aboue allother eſtates. Thele 
be the lawyersthas liuc by other mens loſle, that becom 
rich by making others poore, whoſe felicity bringeth o- 
ther mento miſery. Theſebe they that can win caſtles & 
townestothemſelues with more caſe & leſle perrill with 
theic tongs then men of war can doe with their canons, 
'  Linewaluat mollis frangere durapoteſt, 
Bur what happineſle (ce wein their facultie , except 
athering of riches, is to be happy, wherein it hath been 
Teved before, felicitie doth not conſiſt? And yethow 


many yearcs labour they muſt beſtow day and night, in 
a 
O 
when they cometo that perfeClionof know 
law, to reape gaine a5 the fruites of theyr t , wah, 


what con(cience they enrich themſclues to the impo+ 


_ ſtudie before they can come tothe (weernes 
the gainethey looke for, themſclues beſt know : And 


cinthe 


ueriſhung 


veriſhing and viter vndoing of agen 
beone day their Indge: but gainersſweere; , which way 
ener come. Sophocles ſaith ; Suanteſt licram profec- 
fun etiam 4 mendaitio. The law, as it isnow' vied in ſortie 
phces,is like a Camielion,that receiveth his colour from 
the colour it toucheth; ſothe law receiuerh his credite 
from his credir that delivereth ir : for that which isJaw 
this yeare, isthenexr yeare many times nolaw :' which 
venture commeth to paſfe by the reaſon that Cle- 
anther alleaged to one that asked by how it happened 
that men were better learned in os then novv : 
becauſe (quoth he) men thendiſputed vpon matter, bur 
now vpon words. Morn 1 (faith one) )irthi Com- 
mon-vvealth wherelawes be vſcd like V Var, pliable to 
thepaſsions of men; The abuſes whereof Geſoncom- 
plained in his time inthe handling ofthe holy (criprures, 
may happily be applicd ro the Tor the Lavvein 
theſe daies. Allthe vigour & efficacie( ithhe) of ſacred 
Diuinitic , isreduced'to an 'tortention' and 


oftentation of mens wits,arid to meere ſophiſtry, Cicero 
ſaid, that he ſeemed to him in this to doemote eviſithar 


ch/; then he that did it 


corruptedthe TIodpe vvith 
with money, for tharno man-eatrcorrupt's vviſe man 
with mony, but with ſpeech he may. The old Rortains 
eſtcemed the ivdgements that were giuen before robe 
of great moment: for they gaueto the iudgements that 
ſhould follow of the like wont (as it were) a ot firme 
and ſure example,frotn whi chought itah vniuſt 
thingto differs, And Fiery Comiaca: wealth 
ts liketo goeto wrack, where Magiſtrates rule theſawes, 
and not the lawes le Magi, [The number” = 
de made rich by this facukie;arefew, md yer 


Uretoo many: but infinite'tumbers be impoveriſhed 


wont lene py 
whol ineſle other men , and fall ingg 
miſery . One hath loſt his matter , cl er 
money and his time; the other that is vitor , gocth a 
way many times a looſer; having ſpent more in the ſure, 
then the matter is worth. For as the number (ſaith 74 
citus) and force of diſeaſes bringeth gaine co the Phiſith. 
ons, ſo the corruption of the pleading Courts, bringerh 
money to the Lawyers, Onethas noteth the abuſes of 
certaine eſtates. uy 
Cawſidicis, Erebo, fiſco, fas vinere,rapto eff 
Militibus, medico tortori occidere luds eft, 
Mentiri a{[rologis, pictoribus atque poetis, 
There was 2 plaine Cuuntriman. not long (ince. ig 
Fraunce,that had retained three famous Lawyers tobe 
of his counſell, whom after hee had heard debating his 
cauſe rogether, and recciuedtheir opinions:  trulic my 
maiſters (quath, he) ye haue laboured fayre, for ye haue 
left meina greater doubtthen I was before. And who 
takesin hand the contruuerlie betweene Brother and 
brother ? who animaterh & exciteth tro contentionthe 
ſonne 6. (p90 his naturall Father , the wife againſt, her 
husbend, and maintaynethtbeir cauſes, buttheſe men? 
And who ferueth their turne beſt, but they which of all 
ſorts of men be the worſt? envious men,malicious,con» 
tentious, couctous, and vncharitable. If it be a true 
ligne that the people be healthfull,, when the Phiſitians 
be poore, then is it alſo a rruefzgne,that men beconteny 
tious & vncharitable;when the Lawyers berich., There 
hath been a common ſaying: Serpens ni Serpentem dat; 
draco nom fret. Vahappic ate they that make the miſeries 
of other riches to themſclues. Theſe ſeemenotto be 
the Peace-makersto whom the kingdome of heavens 
.promi- 


py 
_- - : 
3 by 


, it not'to: wr mers or ly 
yed thento' this | boconſeidwonerore (iajels 
people ro be:maticious and full of cont 


oinentocaſennd idleneſſe , Very many lawes arenotes 7; 
of a very corrnpt common wealth, One ſayrly :Ximians 
altercando veritas amittitur , And hethat will lookeimo 
thisage , muſt confeſſe that as common wealths hereriob 

fore were troubled and annoyed with wicked aQts,ſoare 

they now wictilawes,Therel is a common proverbe,that 
neither a Phiſicion liverh well, nora lawyer dyeth well: 
proceeding peraduenture hereof;zhat thoſe havebin ac- 
counted men int e,doingthatrhemſcluerwhich 
they forbid others , and theſe are noted diligent obſer- 
vers of the lawes of men, & many of them nk 
ough in thelawsof Cot deemed 
abuſes of theſe dayes inſures of law;ſayth:herhar ne 
give himſelfe fairhfullyro ſer forth the dereits, rhede- 
lies, theperplexitics & ends of ſutes, ſhould 
find it a ſubjeQt not_to be'wrinen with inke , bur with 
bloud: Secing if every ſuter;ſhold ſuffer 2smuch forthe 
boly faith of Chriſt, as heendurerh abourthe trauctfof 
his ſute, there would'be as many Martyrs:in'C 
& other courts of Iuſtice & record'of Princes, as Was at 
Rome in thetimes of perſecution by rheold Emperets: 
For to beginne a ſute at this'day , is no other _ 
Cc, then 
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" Prepare forrov'to- hisheart, = | 
hhisrongue, 3eares to his oyes,, tranci} to his '- 
penſesxo his purſe, toile to his men, rryall 
and to all the reſt gr elders Soares 
travel; So. as the effects re Fats 
no other, then = GOA ron moans 1am ora 
picaſant diſpoſition , wo. fall znto 2 
mind to become bound: from liberahrie No cos 
uetouſneſle; from-truth to learne fa\ſhoadand 
& of aquiet man, to become a vexer of others: ſorhar 
ſee no-other difference betweenetheten plagues, rha 
—_ Egypt, and the miſeries that afflict ſutors, then 
e calamities of the one , werc inflicted by Gods 
idence,andithe rormentrs of the other, are inuented 
ythe maliceof-men, who by their ownetoyle make 
shemſclues very Martyrs. 
'- Peter de la Primandye thus noteth and reprehendeth 
the abuſes of this rime , in ſutes of law in his countrie of 
France. Cicero complaineth of his time;that many nots- 
ble decrees of law were corrupted anddepraved bythe 
eurious heads of the lawyers: what would he do, "Che 
were now aliue ,- and fav thegrea heapes and piles of 
bookes, with our pratiſe inchelaw 2 [f he ſaw that holy 
temple of lawes ſoſhamfully polluted, & miſerably pro- 
phancd ; where athouſand:ceuils' & quidditics are con 
tinually coyned by ſuch writings; according tothe ſay» 
ing of the comicall Poet : that tkrough cratr & ſubrilrie, 
one miſchiefe is begotten vponanorher. But times baue 
beene when there were bur few lawes, becauſemen 
thaught that good manners were the beſt lawesz$&tha 
———_ ſenſe, holpen withan vpright conſcience, & ioy- 
ned with due experience, was the right ruleto jiudgeby. 
But after that men became fo skilfull in futes, & that wg 
CC$ 


noſe tha worn eh ro begfoen tothe 
that deſerued them; becache ro: be goinefall 


on peckiiohetryorcomy GEdtolfde ings and(forh 
to ale as merchandiſe for-them eh <eroene—nd 

that- men-began. co ſpice Their fcomib grentmne 

of money : after that lawyers" beganne Nady 
gaine , and flightly-ro wt >a. their clyents cauſes; 
becauſe they would make haft roanother that wayted 
forthem,v his hand after charthey begznne 


to write with ſeauerr or eight linesonaſide," and to: 
diſguiſe matters with frivolous anſweres : after that 
ProQors and $, Who informertime wereto be 


Wo CS 
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became hirclings : after thar ſollicitors 
were ſuffered -in the middeſt of them all ro be as it 
were the skumme gatherers of ſutes, with allchatrab- 
blement of praCtitioners, who _ the ſubſtance of 
poore men , asdrones —— hony of Bees: 1 
ater that the-Chauncetie did-ler looſe the-bridleroall - 
ow itions , and went about to' reach the 
theſe things (fayth he) beganne to bee 
_ , we fell into i miſerieof long (utes, gaine-. 
to the craſtic and wicked, and verypreiudiciallto 
plaine meaning and zood-men; who many times had 
rather looſe their right, then hazard their vndoing by 
followinga futeſo long by way of iuſtice: for that com- 
monly we [ce the righetit cauſe fruſtrated by delaies, by 
feciony dr by carrtption., 'VVe' fee! how ſures are 
heaped ypone vponanother, and mideiramorrally that 
nottiing is ſo certaine ; which is nor-made vncertaine? 
hat no controverſicis fo cleare, which Isnot obſcured: 
Recontract ſo ſure ; that is not vndone :no ſenrence gt 


wgemant la adufſedly glues, AI a 


1onsand pollings of Lawyers: the maicftie &in. 
tie of ancient aero nn Pore ee 
dealings of men now adaies,no th ypright iuſtice, 
but onely aſhadow thereof remainerh.T bis euillis be« 
come fo great, and growneto ſuch exrtremity,thariris 
' ible but thar, according tothe courſe of vvorldly 
ehings;the rvinc thereof muſt be at hand, or artheleaſtix 
is to receaue ſome notable change within ſome ſhorr 
ſpace, For as Plate faith, ith a corrupt common wealth de. 
fled with many vices, if amanſhould thinke ro bring ie 
back againe to his firſt brightnes and dignity,by correc. 
ring ſmall faults, and by curing the contagion thereof by 
little and lirtle,it were all one, as if hee ſhould cur off one 
of Hydraes heads, in whoſe place 7, more did ſpring vp; 
But that alteration and diforder, wherby all euill & vice 
was brought into the common wealth, muſt be plucked 
yp by the roores : for an extreameeuill,muſt have an'exs 
treame remedy; Andtrueit is, tharthere have bin rimes 
when both Lawyers and Phiſitions haue been baniſhed 
our of diuers countries, as men rather hurrfull then pro- 
fitablero the common wealth, 'which argueth the ſame 
to be no happy eſtate. And-ſorrie reaſon they hadto 
maintaine their opinion ; becauſe men becing more 
temperate in their life & dier,and not ſo contentious and 
malicious in thoſe daics and countries, asthey haue been 
ſince, they needed not (o greatly Philitions nor Law- 
yers, But ſincethat time the luxyriouſnes &intemperan- 
cie commonly vſed, and the contentious and maliriobs 
minds of men growen to extremity, hath brought forth 
a neceſlary vſc of both theyr skills. Ofthe one, to cute 
the diſeaſe engendred by diſordered life, or ſome way 
to eaſe thepaine: Of the other, to helpe miniſter marter gy 


of contention , and ar length 
_ uerlie: an ſuch is ou | 
tion, that in many things are 
medie there , from ir ahang br 
Asthe oyle ofa Scorpion, is a 
ſtinging of the Scorpion, Chils layd , Comitem rut aliens 
"ard Wan , Bur w—_—_ - and TOR 
ſhould be roget ſuch a congruence , 
ſee nor, ab becauſe they haue one common end, 
that is,gaine; and the manner of both their proceedings 
in-their faculties, is by euacuation, Sine Canfidics 
ſatis olim fuere futur aque ſunt vrbes , And may not we 
laytotheſemen, as Accius ſayd to the Augure Nihil 
credo auguribus , qui anres verbis ditant alienos , ſues vs 
aurs locupletent domos , But Princes, where theabuſes 
of this profeſsion begin to grow £0 an extreamitie, that 
ſhall ſee their people impoueriſhed , and thereby the 
eſſe able ro doe them ſeruice, hauEmeanesenoughts 
reforme them , and to reduce the profeſſors to their 
firſt integritie , There is no art or ſcience, facultie or 
ofeſsion, that in procelle of time , beethey ofthem- 
clues cuer ſo good or neceſlarie, that may not becor- 
ruted by abuſes, and needereformation, Humenum of 
errare , Counſels were ordained toreforme errors and 
abuſes crept into the Church: Parliaments to redreſſe 
the abuſes ſlipt into the common wealth,& the authority 
of Princes ſufticerth roreduce their ſubieQs into good 
order, And Princes ſhould foreſee & beware leaſtcheie 
comon wealthes,that were founded vpon lawes, be not 
ouerthrowewpbylawes, Ba/dws a famous man , aninter- 
pretor ofthe ciuill law, noteth that Lawyers oftentimes 
are oppreſſed with ſuddendeath. But though the abuſes 
n that facultic make rhe Hy -— toobloquy, 
c'2 ya 


driven roſcekere- 
harme commeth-:; 
remedie forthe . 
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390 The fife booke - 

yet they that ſpeake worſt, ifthey yeeld themtheir due, 
muſt confeſſe them to be malam neteſſarium ; neceſſarie 
members for our corrupt nature, by whoſe skill meng 
malicious and contentious humors are many times; 
eſpecially in theſe daics , fo artificially fed and main. 
tained, that they whoat the firſt were ordained as ins 
ſtruments to defend men from iniury , ſeeme now to be 
imployedas whipsto the qr cages of mens (ins, The 
elder Cato was wont to ſay, that Prnnncg Courts \yere 
ſtrawed with Caltrops. Pope Pixs the ſecond compareth 
theſutors to birdes, the place of pleading tothe held; 
the Iudgeto a net, the Atturneys and Lawyers to fory- 
lers. Pope Nicholas the: third (aman well learned) ba- 
nilhed out of Rome Aduocats, ProQors, Notaries, and 
the reſt of thar ſociety , ſaying ; that they liued by 
poore mens bloud , Bur Pope Martin his ſucceſſor, 
cauſed them to returne againe, ſaying ; they were good 
mentodrawe water to his mill , One reporteth thatif. 
Lewes the eleuenth had lived a few yeares more, held 
reformed in France the abuſes of the lai and Lawyers, 
Otthele men ane [ſpeaketh thus: 
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Dicere [ape foro, turpique inhiare lucello, 
Gandct, CF hoc ſtudio vitam ſolatur inertem, 
V enali celcbrans commiſſa necvtialingus, 
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Thus much of this eſtare asit is vied in other coun» 
tries Written by their own authors, & much more which 
I forbeare to recite, becauſe-I take this ſufficient to 
prouethart felicity is as hard tobe toundigthis eſtate as in 
others,though ſome countries be freefiontheſe faults: 
for thegeneralitie maketh the matter, &thevſcor abuſe 


of cucryſtate of lite bringeth totheir profeſſors felicity 
or 


F as = 
"_—_— mM 
ew 


= A Ao va 
+ « a— Reg. , _ * ET 
Wy s ana y nll» » 0 
«1M pn 
op. k.- - 


6 «Ks L . 43 a F 


bats” . 7 'J me er by 


ftus ſabiedtis , another callerh it 


and looke further into the eſtate of Jud 
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| orinfelicitie: For the law is neceſſary in enerycommon- 


wealth . Plato ſayth : Principatus fine lege graze & mole- 
efidem or bonus & ma- 
ls : 2nd that in the lawes confiſteth the ſafegarde ofa 
common wealth, And how great infelicitic h eth 
to the Iudges, who when they are old, and ſhould reape 
the fruir of all their rrauell in their youth , that is, reſt 
and quietneſle, then muſt they beginne co trauell a« 
bour their circuites, in heate and colde,- durt and duſt, 
froſt and ſnow, winde and raine, as it were a pennance 
for their life paſt, which they muſt continue vntill they 
be readie to fall into their graues , Alexander Alex- 
andrini , an excellent DoQor and aduocate, when hee 
had loſt at Rome, againſt all right and reaſon, a matter 
of great importance , gaue ouer his practiſe, and be- 
rooke himſclte tothe ſtudie of humanitie , ſaying ; that 
the greateſt part of them, that in theſe dayes fit-in 
mdgement, cither (as ignorant men) do not vnderſtand 
thelawes, or (as naughtie men) do corrupt the lawes, 
And Auewſtine ſayeth, x 2 the ignoraunce of the Iudge, 
is0ften thecalamitic of theinnocent, One ſayd , theſe 
huc things bring chicfely the common-wealth farre 
out of ſquare. A falſe Iudge in the Confiſtorie, a 
deceitfull Merchant in the market, acouctous Prieſt in 
the Church, a faire whoore in the Stewes, and flatteric 
in Princes Courts, One likeneth the law tothe webbe 
of a ſpyder, that taketh litle flies , but greater things 
breake their waythorough : which ſcemeth to point at 
ſome thing that maketh nothing for the felicity of 
ludges and Magiſtrates, 

Let vs leaue theſe menpleading their Clyentscauſes, 
and other 
Magiſtrates, which is an honorable eſtate, and neceſſarie 
Cc4 for 
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for our hamaine nature. And though theſe men com. 
maundand judge, and arc honoured aboue the reſt, yer 
haue they their part inthoſe troubles and vnquietneſle, 
wheruntoother men are ſubict, Their charge is great, 
andcare without end,to preſcrue the people committed 
co their gouernment in peace and concord at home, and 
to defend them from their enemies abroad . They muſt 
wake when others (leepe, and how ſocuer they behaue 
- themſclues, yerarethey in danger of their Princes diſ- 
pleaſure, or the peoples obloquy, wherof enſueth many 
rimes their vtter ouerthrow, A great number of exam- 
ples may beproduced of good Magiſtrates and honou. 
rable perſonages, that by the ingratitude of the Prince 
or people, in recompence of their good ſervice, haue 
beene bereaued of their lives and goods. 

Bellizarius, anoble Gentleman, and Generall vnder 
the Emperour /#ſtinia», ouercame the Vandales, trium- 
phed ouer the Perſians, delivered Italy many times of 
the Barbares: in recompence of ſo notable ſeruice, the 
Emperor, through enuie & ſuſpition, cauſed his eyestro 
be plucked our of his head, inſomuch that hee was dri+ 
nen to get his living by begging : And ſtanding in alit« 
tle cottage that was placed in one of the moſt frequen- 
red ſtreets in Rome, asked almes in this ſort : Yeerhat 
paſſe by, ug poore Bell;3ariwa farthing for Gods ſake, 
who for his verrue was famous, and through enuy is 
made blind, So that it is truly ſaid, a great good rurneis 
often rewarded with great Kona B's and the vncer- 
raintie of the peoples tauour Petrarke taxeth thus: Faire 
weather of the ſpring, the mornings ſweere winde of 


ſommer, calmes of theſea, the eſtate ofthe Moone, the: | 


love of the people , it they be comparcd together , the 


palme and price of mutabiliic hall be giuen to _—_— 


'  Butof Magiſttaces, thar be euill 
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after the corrupt 


jon of 
our fleſh,grieuous curſes be threatned vpon them. Cur- 
ſed be yee that be corrupecd with money, and by pray- 
ers; by hate or loue, judge evillto be good, and gd e- 
will ; making of light darkneſle , and of darkneſle light. 
Curſed be yeethat haue not regardtotheg c of 
the cauſe, but to the fauour of the perſons; that have 
not _ to <quirie, but to the preſents that are gruen 
you ; that regard not iuſtice, but money, that hauenor 
regard tothat which reaſon ſheweth you, but to that 
ondly which your affetionor delire leadeth you: Ye 
arc diligent in rich mens cauſcs,but ye delay poore mens 
ſures; to them ye are ſterne and rigorous, but tothe rich 
pleaſant and affable : which agreeth with this ſaying of 
Ariſtotle : Amor & odium, & proprium commodum [ape fa- 
ciunt Iudicem non coznoſcere verum : Loueand hate, and: 
his owne commodity , oftentimes maketh aIndge: nor 
to know thetruth. The vviſe man purſuing this mat-- 
ter, ſaith : The poore man cryeth out,and no man hark- 
neth to him , but they aske vvhat he is : the rich man 
ſpeaketh, and every manclappeth his hands , .and exal- 
teth his words with admiration aboue the skies, Yet. 
this ſufficeththem not that are-aduanced 'ro honoura- 
ble eſtate: there is another vvorme that gnaweth vpon 
them : They doe by their children, asdid themother of 
Zebedie, Make (Lord) that my children may lit. one ar 
thy right hand,the other at thy left, So after thE,they ſer 
their (onnes in their — ſometime of ſmall know- 
ledgeand capacitic. T here was written in the counſell 
houſe at Ratisboze in a Marblc table with golden letters, 
theſe-words following, which is meete tobe written in 
the breaſts of all Counſellers and: other, Magiſtrats: 


VVhat Scoatour ſocuer thoy art, that entereſt into the 
' : counſel | 


counſell houſe to execure thy office, caſt away before 
this doore all private affeQions, anger, violence, hatred, 
friendſhip,flatterie ; put on the perſon, and hauecare of 
the common wealth : for as thou arr juſt or vniuſt to 0- 


thers, even ſo ſha't thou alſo looke for and endure the 


indeement of God, 


villaine reprchending before rhe Senate of 


Rome, the corruption of their Iudges & Mapiſtrats ſent 
by them into his country, reprooued themrhus : You 
ſend vs officers ſocouerous, that they are transformed in. 
ro private gaine,& ludges ſoignorant, that they are not 
able ro comprehend our Statuts,nor make vs vnderſtand 
your lawes . They puniſh grieuouſly the faults of the 


poore, and diſſemble withthe faults of the rich : they 


rake all that is offred in publique, & refuſe nothing that 
they cantake in ſecret: rhey conſent to many offences, 
becauſe rhey will hauc occaſion to be great gainers. The 
law is lead by affection, & juſtice meaſured by opinion : 
whereby it commeth topaſfe, that vnbridled couerouſ- 
nes conſults with ſecret malice, and priuate malice giues 
place to publique theft : which becauſe no man calleth 
ro due examination & tria!l, itreſoluethinto this incon- 
venience,that the couctoulſnes of one wicked man,is ſa- 
tished by the preiudiceof a whelenation, If he that c6- 
plainesbe poore, and the party that doth the wrong be 
rich, the ſfuteisnor diſpatched according tothe equity 
of the cauſe, but according to the wealth of the party, It 
3 poore man come to demand iuſtice, & have not wher- 
with to giue bribes, atrthe beginning hee ſhallbecnter- 
tained to ſpend all chat he hath through a vaine hopeto 
obrainehis cauſe, & being entred, they conſumehimby 
delajes, & whilſt he hath means to beare om thechargpes 
of theſure, they aflure him that he hath good right: but 

when 
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When his liberalitic faileth, they pronounce ſentence 
gainſt him : and ſo where he cameto complaine butaf 
one, hereturneth accuzling all; crying to the Gods for 
zuſlice and mercy : ye Romaines hauethis pocliein your 
banners; Romanorum ef debellare ſmperbos, & parcere ſub+ 
jedtss : but yee might more truely ſay ; Romanorum eft ex» 
poliare innocentes,CT inquietare quietss,| fweare by the im- 
 mortall Goddes, that in filreene daiesthat I haue bin in 
Rome, I haue ſecne here ſuch and ſo great things done 
in this Senate, that if the leaſt of them had been done at 
Danuby , the gallowes had beene hanged thicker with 
theeves, then a vineyard is with grapes, T hethirdyeare 
after Pompey had won Teruſalem (Y alerizs Gracchw being 
preſident of Tudca) a Iew cameto the Senateof Rome 
to complaine vpon the grieuances and iniuſticedonein 
that countrie by their Magiſtrats and Judges: & among 
other things ſpake thus - O fathers conſcripr! 6 happy 
people! your happy deſtenies that fauored you, and our 
God that hath forſaken vs, made Ieruſalem that was 
commander of all Aſia, and mother of the lewes,ſeruant 
to Rome and to you (Romaines.) Great ſurely was the 
power of Pompey, and great was hisarmy that ouercame 
vs: but I will tell you , much greater was the. wrath of 
our God, and without compariſon, thenumber of ouc 
ſ1nz,by which wedeſerued ro be vtterly ouerthrowne : 
ye have baniſhed the ſonne of a king, in whoſe prone ye 
hauec ſent vs 3,0thers for. preſidents. T hey have been 4. 


plagues, the leaſt whereof vas ſuſhcient to poylonthe - 


Whole Romaine Empire, much more our miſerable 
kingdome of Paleſtina, V Vhat more monſtruous _E 
can there beethen for the Indgesand Magiſtrats whic 

Rome ſendsto take away the euil maners of the wicked, 
to be theſcluesthe inuenters of ney vices ? what greater 


diſprace- 
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can 
iſhche yourhfull prankes of young folkes,gloriethat 
they bethe Caprtaines of light men? V Vhar greater in. 
famie can there be to Rome, then that rhey who ſhould 
be iuſt in all iuſtice, and an example of all vertues , be e. 
vill in all wickedneſſe, and pracliſers ot all vices? Tlieif 
your Iudges and magiſtrates have not done ſo manie 
wrionges in iuſtice & torſaken their diſcipline, thatthey 
have taught the youth of Tudea inuentions of vices, 
which were neuerheard of our fathers, norread in our 
bookes , nor ſcene in our times; they ſupply with ma- 
licethcir want of diſcretion, and they meaſure theiu- 
ſtice they miniſter ro others by their owne profite : the 
common (ſpeech in Alia is, that therhcenes of Rome 
hang the thecuesof Iudea, O yee Romaines, welittle 
eſtceme the theeues which keepethe woods in compa- 
riſon of the ludges, & mo which robbe vs in our 
owne houſes: Aſſuredliethat Iudge and magiſtratethat 
rather winneth mens good willesthen money isto be lo- 
ved ; but he that hunteth afcer money, and alienatah 
mens good wils, that man ought alwaies as a peſtilence 
to beeabhorred: VVee Tewes hold it for _ certaine 
truth (and ſpoken alſo by the mouth of our God) that e« 
verie Prince that (hall commit the charge of iuſticeto 
any man which he ſhal ſeero be inſufficient for it, whoſe 
chicte reſpect ſhall be, not that he ſhall do juſtice, but 
rather that hee ſhall encreaſe his treaſore, orels to do 
pleaſureto the partic , lethim be aſſured that when hee 
thinkes leaſt vppon it, he ſhall ſee his honour curned to 
infamic, his reputation loſt, his goods diminiſhed , and 
ſome great puniſhment to light vpon his houſe. 
Theiriniuſtice was likewiſe thus taunted by an Am- 
baſladour.ot Lysbone, that came-:to Rome to treat of 
matters 


betoiuſtice, then whenthoſethat ſhould | 


Of the Felititie of man, 4 wy 
maecers with rhe Sendte ; before whom heprooned 
ſince his entry imo Iraly he had beene robbed ten times: 
and whileſt he was in Rome it chancedhimtoſee one 
ofthem thatrobbed himrto hang vp another thar defen« 
ded him : when he had beheld ſo foule an at & ſo-grear 
an iniuſtice, like a deſperate man, hetakerhvpacoleand 
wrote vpon the gallowes theſe words, O gallowes,thou 
art borne among theeues ; ſprung vp among theeues 
cut downe of theeves ; hewed of theeues ; made of 
theeues; planted amongrheeues ; holden vpof rheeves; 
and when time ſerues, they lerlooſe theeues, & people 
theewith true men. 

There was written in a Church a dialogue berweene 
aPhiloſopher, and Iuſtice , which ers forth aptly the 
nature and propertie of juſtice, and how a _— 
ſhould behave himſelfe in doing thereof ', VVhar 
Goddeſſcareyou (ſaith the — ?) Iuſtice(ſaith 
ſhe: ) Bur why tooke you ſo ſowrely ? Becauſe I am nor 
wbeintreated or moued with rewards. From whence 
deriue you your kind ? From heauen. V V hat parents did 
begert you ? Meaſure did beger me, and lincere faith 
brought me forth. V Vhy is one of your cares openand .. 
the other ſhut? One is open to iuſt perſons the other is 
deaterothe wicked, V Vhy doth your right hand beare 
aſw rd, &the left a ballance? T his doth weigh cauſes, 
the other ſtrikes the guilty, VVhy go ye alone 2 Becauſe 
there is ſmal ſtore of good men, thele ages bring forth 
few Fabritios.V Vby goye ſo poorly apparelled?Noman 
will deſire exceeding Ak riches that _— _ 
to be avery iuſt man; 4 « noting the corruptiono 
neti_ncs and gouernment , having erinelial nearer 
Alta, Aﬀrica and Europe, ſaid, tharof2, things hemar- 
uclled moft in all the world;che firſt was, that __ 
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the proud man command the humble, the quarrel 
lousrhequiet, the tyrant the iuſt, the cruel} thepirtifull;) 
thecowerd the hardy,the ignorant the skilfull, and the 
greateſt theeues bang the innocent. Intheſe daies (ſaith 
CM arcas Anrelins) in Italic they that rob openly be cal« 
led Maiſters, or Lords, and they that ſteale ſecretly , be 
called rhienes, 

One witherh there vere no greater thieues in the 
world, then thoſe that rob the goods of rich men, Cats 
ſaid, thicues of private thefr liucd in fetters and ironsy 
bur publique thieves lived in gold and purple. The old 
Egyptians, vſcd to paint their Magiſtrats blindfolded, & 
without hands : meaning , that a Iudge or Magiſtate, 
muſt know no kinne nor friend from a firanger ::and 
without hands, becauſe hemuſtreceiue no bribesocre«. 
wards, And this was no vnaptdeuiſe to paint in atable 
thirtic Iudges without hands, and the Preſident onelie 
looking vppenthe Image of Truth that hanged at his 
neck, The Ariopagites vied to heareno cauſes but in the 
dacke nights, that the Indges might have reſpect ro 'the 
words that were ſpoken, nor tothe perſons that ſpake. 
Teboſaphats ſpecch to Iudges ſhould benoted: Looke 
what yedoe, for yecxerciſenotthe indgment of men, 
but of. God,& whatſocuer ye ſhal indge,will redound ro 
your (clues. Chuſe our of all the people men vertuous, 
that feare God,that loue thertruth, & hate couetouſnes, 
& make them Iudges.Syrach giueth thiscounſell: Blame 
no man beforethou have inquired the marter z vnder« 
ſtand hicſt, & then reforme righteouſly: give no ſentelicg"'N 
beforethou haue heard the cauſe,neither interripe mew }. 
inthe midſt oftheyr tales. There be foure thingsneceſ(- 
laryina ludge, to heare patiently, to aunſwer wiſcly,go. 
wdge vprightly, & execute metcifully, Iudges & _ 

rates 


read bookes, to iudge mens cauſes vprightly The good 
Magiſtrate ſhould rakethe authoritic of his office which 
the Prince giueth him for acceſlary,and his goodlife for 
priacipall; that the vprightnes of his iuſtice,/ and tlie 
nes which the wicked feele inthe execution ther- 
of, ſhould be ſo tempered by his diſcretion, that all may 
hold authoritic by the ſynceritie of his life. Ariſtotle re- 
uireth three things ro bein all good Tudges and Magi- 
ts, vertue,and iuſtice,a loue tothe preſent cſtate,and 
a ſufficiencieto exerciſe thoſe dutiesthat are required in 
their ofhce, | 
Now let vs lookea little into the eſtare of Covurtiers, 
whoſeemeto challenge a pecuher interc{tinhappineſle, 
inreſpeR of theireaſie and delicatelite, and reputation 
abouec others, being neere the welt head from whence 
their felicitieſpringeth : for the eſtate of Princes they 
thinkto eQ felicity.T heſe men for the moſt part, 
peciall regard co pleaſetheir ſences, and be more 


hauc a ( 
carcfult rodeck their bodies,thento garniſh their minds, 
Neſcis quale tegat ſplendidavita malum. 
They ſer more by formalitie of manners, then by ſub- 
ſtance of matter: (o they ſhewe to be ſuch, as they 
would be, they carenot though they be not ſuch as they 
ſhould be, Manic of theſe men make it their felicitie to 
# palle theyr time laſciniouſly in courting young damo- 
' fels,. as though they were borne (as Beccas ſaith of him- 
'Y ſelfe) por [amore delle donne : but in the kingdome of 
| pleaſure, vertue cannot conlifſt, Others that cannot have 
: that fauvourof the Princethey looke for, infinvatethem- 
| ſelues into the fauour of ſome of them that bee moſt in 
fauour,and recciue holy water at the ſecond hand: him 


they 
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they follow, his beckes and countenance they obſerue; 
when he'is merrie, they laugh ; when he is angry, they 
are ſad; whar he alloweth they affirme; what he li 
northey diſpraiſe: 

Et bons ſumma putent, aliens vinere quadra, 
And thus they continue with him ſo long asthe winde 
bloweth in the poope : bur if fortune begin to frowne 
vpon him they depend, they find ſome reaſonable cauſe” 
for ſauing their credit (if they thinke notthe common 
cuſtorne a ſufficient warrant) to leaue him, and folloyy 
ſome other . Thus for riches and reputation they ſell 
theyr libertie, ſo precious a _— incſtimable price, 
and transforme their nature into his whom they deſire 
ro pleaſe : otherwiſe they muſt fall ſhort of that they. 
looke for. The happines of theſe men differerh as much 
from felicitie,as a darke dungeon differeth fr6 thecleare 
light of the ſunne: and this 1s incident to thoſe great &- 
ſtates that are ſo followed, that manyvofthem,who ro 
Ilurerhem rake their hats from their heads, wiſh thar bk 
head were taken from his ſhoulders: and that bow their 
knee to doe him reverence, wiſh his legge broken, that 
chey might carry himto has graue, 

Alphenſus king of Arragon , ſayling vponthe ſea from 
Sicilia, beheld certaine foules ſoaring about his galley, & 
looking for meat of the marriners: and when he had caft 
ehem meat, heobſerued how greedily they contended 
forit : and ever as they had gotten their pray, away they 
would flie and returneno more. Some of my Courtiers 
(quoth the king, turning to his company) are like theſe 
chattering birds: for as ſooneas they hauegorten any of- 
fice or reward at my hands that they gape after and con- 
trend for one with another, they flie away & returne nct 
againe,vntill neceſsiry compeiithemro ſue for more. 

Guenarrs 


Of the Felicitie of mas. doe 
menthus: | 
F item animas operamſumptu impendimus auli ; 
Praemia pro meritis, que reiributa put as ? 

Aula dedit nobss reſcripta voteta Papirs : 

Et ſine mente ſons, &t ſine corde manus, 

P ancos beanit avla, plures perdidit : 

Sed et hos fuoque ipſos, ques beauit perdidit, 
Gaeuarra to his friend that asked him how he im 
his time , anſwered chus; According to the faſhion of 
our Courtiers,beare cuil-will,blaſpheme,loyrer, lie, prat- 
tle,& curſe; and of time,we may more truly ſay we looſe 
itthen imploy it : and to another demaund with whom 
hee was moſt conuerſant in that Court, hee anſwered, 
that the Court and people thereof were grapes of (o 
euill a ſoyle,, that we who gointhe ſame, and from our 
childhood be brought vp therein, ſtudy not with whom 
tobe couerſant,butin diſcoueringof whom co beware, 
with much paine we haue time to defend vs fromour e- 
nemies:& wall you that we occupie our (clues in ſeeking 
new friends? which agreeth with Pliny: that in the courts 
of Princes,the idle and vaine name of friendſhip only re- 
maineth, In the courts of Princes, do confeſle, there is 
aconuerſation of perſons, but no confederation of will, 
For enmitieis holden for natural , & amitiefor aſtran- +.,., 
ger, In Court the manner is, whom they depraue in ſe- 

cet, the better to decciue, to praiſethem openly, The 
Court is of ſuch nature , that they that doe moſt viſte 

them , the worſe they intreat them; and ſuch as ſpeake 

beſt rochem,the morecuil they wiſhthem. T hey which 

baunt the Courts of Princes, ifthey will bee curious. 
and no fooles, (hall had maniethinges whereat to won- 
&, and much more wherof to beyyare, And to another 
; Dd, queſtion, 
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price, ortoſayir better, very goodcheape;rhatiz, cru. | 
ell lyes, falſe newes,vnhoneſt women, fained friendſhip, 
continuall enmities, double malice , vaine words, 
falſe hopes; of which cigherhings, we haveſuch __ 


dance inthis Court, tharthey may (ct our boathes, and: 

roclaimefaires, In the Court (faith hee) there be few 
that live contented, and many that be abhorred, Inthe 
Count none hath deſirethere to die, and yet we ſee nag 
any that will depart from thence, Inthe Court we ſes |. 
many doe what they liſt , but very few that whichiz 
meete. In the Covrtall diſpraiſeche Court, and yety 
follow the Court: & the faſhion of the Court is,if amay 
be in fauour he knoweth not himſelfe; and if the (ame 
man be our of fauour, no man will know him”, This lif 
at Court, is no other thing then alanguiſhing death, # 
certaine vnquiet life without peace, and principally [ 
without money; and a certaine purchaſe of dammagy 
and offence tothe body, and of heltto the ſoule: which 
mooued onetoſay, Excat aula qui wall efſe pius , It mi 
be wiſhed, thatrhe Spaniſh Court, which hee meane 
had a priuiledge or ſpeciall prerogatiueto vietheſe 
ners alone. - + _- 

Alciatus hath an Emblem of Courtiers, whom he pait- 
reth (inting with theiclegges inthe ſtocks, bound with 
chaines ©, old; then which kind of life, (ſaith he) nos 
rhing is more abieQ or miſerable, becauſe they mui 
fatter, & frame themſclues to other mens becks, whiel 
is a/ſeruile life, though by the vulgar opinion they ate 
thought happy. Ig 5g 

V anapalatinos,ques educat anuls, clientes 
Dicitur aaratis weitere compedibus, 
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that they which bein greateſt r 
their Prince, and beare great rule in his Court, 
all things ro paſſe aschiey liſt, fall into grear 
danger of their life. 

"N hos t ſumme quaſ; fulmen deiicit iftos, 


' - Inaidiaimerdum c im in tartara Hetra,  \ 
And are ſuddenly onerthrowne, ſometimes by no in 
conrempe of theyr Lord, through his great graceand fa- 


wur ſhewedthem aboue others : ſometimes by a ſuſpi- 

I tionof diſcovering his ſecrers, VVhich made thePoer 
Bl Philippides, when King Lyſmachns demaunded' of him; 
= what great fauour he mighcſhewhim, co ler him know 
how much he loued him, makethisaunſwer: Tharyou 
neuer impart to me any of your ſecrets, 1410 3- 
An Iralian compareth the life of Courtiers with that 
of Sea-faring men; ſaving tharthereis inthem this dif- 
ference, that the ſea-man commeth to the end of his 
ſe by ſayling well, and rhe Courtier to his by doo- 
ill. he noble Queene of Palmerines , is re- 
ported to hane hada well ordered Court \, as appeared 
alo by her'aunſwere made to the Emperour cAfarcss 
+ | 4wrelevs,, who! making warre 'vppon her , offered her 
* | conditions of peace, and >” her ſonne " be 
# 2 ene 


ener im forapees pledge. Tmemenortofaific thy % 
_ hearethy Court isrepleniſhed with - 
4 vey 1m Pallace is furniſhed with ſandrie 
Philoſophers: from'whom eychildsendriwedeRrich 
one part of <1 orgy & exerciſe the knowledgeof Arme 
the other part, Of fuch men one pevene > ne ay 


nicenelſſe; 


_ atamckioaniar, 
un dlqniofs ron rometernl 

= aferiews, laxos flnitare capillos. "2d 
Keck men would haue a anna. colward 
and lefle to externe vanitie, and not beſo curiousin bes 
king thcir bodies, that they negleQttoadorntheirmind 
not to effeminate themſeluesto the delicateneſſe of re 
der women, bur rather ro forme themſclues to thecoms 
lines of manlie men(for the outward habite of the bodie 
forthe moſt part diſcouereth the. inwatd difpoſitionalf 
the mind)they mighrbener nd the way tofeclicitie:To 
him that (ilke is as cloth, and golde as braſle,ir is no mats 
ter what veſture he hath, ſo as decoram be obſerucd:for 
it is the minde and not the habite thar gineth grace toi 
man: and yet there may be-betweene them and othew 
a difference habitc, /onke reſpeCt had 1o-the dignitid 

of the place and perſon : prideand. yaine gloric may bee 
as well coucred with baſe apparelt as withgorgeous at» 
tire , as appeared by-the taunt which Socrates gaye to 
Auntiſthenes the Philoſopher: for this man;vſed 1c 
bare apparell, as it were in contempt ng 
pay garments; and whenhe walked inth 
chancedto meete men, hee would fer ourto:the ſhews 
hole in on cloke ; one —_— when Soerates badobe 
ſerued: I ſee (quoth he) thy pride &vanut throught 
hole of thy a = , o_ 


Vhat makerh aman-more had-iri Imiration/in 
world then riches, dignities, dominions; Nos 
wdlor euill wirhoutcomrolement , 'abilitieroexerciſe 
lberaliriezto have rhe fruition of allmanner of pleaſures 
both of body and mind? T hey have alle Na 
be deſired for a mans comtemment, r it/bei 
ſumptuous ll, and ornaments ofthe boily : ortin 
the varictic ofidelicate meates'and drinkes : or in the 
ſtatelineſſe of theyr ſeruice: and whatſoever etrcan flat; 
ter & pleaſe the ſences, and farisfier is prepa: 
red bog themarrhe full , FR leadtheirlife iri 
elicity:& happines z ova rs 
confer ſuperficial J' muſtneed ! 
lone rriumphouer a thoſe things 'which prep on 
| of other mens ſorrow andrrouble.Bur if we wil beholf 
the marter neere hand, weigh irinequall ballanice, we 
ſhall tmd that the ſame 1liings which (we - 
the meanesrorraine ro felicirie; undtomakerhenthing! 
py, arethe cauſe ro many oftheyrinfelicitie Sevi 
nefle, The danger theyarein bythe ofrheir 
eſte, and malice of theyrenenies, ſeemeth/fo detract 
from rheyr felicitie , nd:givertizheny juſt icouſe of ſu; 
Ing It appeareth by hiſtorie®,7rhar! there 
char durſt'notgoro begvmrildthey firſt 
r beddes and corners of their chamber to'be 
feare leaſtrhey ſhould be ſlaine when they 
| Dd 3 were 


"0 


ny) r 
learched, 


—— 
. v5 «..F 


theic matters to anicone Counſelier alone: for: no man 
can alwayes of himſelfe rightlic conſider and knoweall 
things, and aheatotaio — 
diſcerne which is beſt: and thereforc he that follo 
his owne opinion alone,is rather accounted proud thei 
wiſe. Through ſuch anopinion of hihowne wid wilſedome 
£4utrec. is reported to haue loſt the kingdome of Nv 
fromthe king His maiſter, and al{that hee had 
ic, beeauſe hee would nor ackenor followe theads 
viſc ofthem. that, were wiſer then himſelfe; The otdh 
narie.guard of principaliie ({aith Ariffdle) 1s to 0 
.grear: And intruth they wot - 
vnproficable members, that by'abuſing the lenitieand 
$5 of their Prince, couct to augment their eſlare 
by the ſweate of the common; wealth. - V Vorthy"ef 
blame-(ſaizb one) are ſome Princes for, the faulres po 
commig,' but. much greater is) their: offence in« 
bling the offences of cheir fauorites-and private" ſee 
wants. Manic examples Princes may finde to warne 
them.to-rake, heed how to magnific their ſeruants with 
too mack. wealth and authotirie, - which-hath ofted | 
times beene dangerous to themandrheir eſtare ; -andob 
dious-and ſcandalous to their people , as this of Cle» 
der, Who was brought to: Rome amongſt orher cap» 
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ayoung man,: behaved himſcife. fo : 
the houſe, and other. his maiſters ſernice, ES 
aſeer his maiſter made hintiree, and aduaunced 


him nornbirre 


kine ob hs-chamber,: rn nn re 
nitic and honour, thar all manters were diſpatched 

will and' pleaſure: pe peagen n his 
meanes,. Hegrew ſo ambitious, andihruſt himſelfein 
{ach wiſeto emtermeddle with the aires of the eſtate, 
thatche, Emperour firmet-oothil - ye 
ligaeandallowthe ſame. He didſoinl; Y! 

to Comodus fauour by flatterie, thatneuer any al 
birobtainedthe like grace Hefainedeo wiſh nothing 
that Comoduy wiſhed not, nor to allow anything thathe 
layd not , He. was not aſhamed4o affieme-, that hee did 


nat thinke or dreame but that which Comodas did think 


or dreame. V Vihtheſcandthelikelies and flatteries he 

wanne ha/ancoralCoyeds aig 

-=_ and of llthemoney andievesof En 

Mmcans'Ww e grew lo exceeding ric 

ay revgar: = frbihigh liholner, 

Bail eryantiy nepr 10 

tare might pur the 42w/gevponbisowne head: but q _ 
4 | 


hispraQtiſc being di jered: ci Compn remſed hit hed 
pt 2 nr IR eicdes Rembepand A 
le: hischildren all 


It atererdanzaer (faith warns roy | 
name of a private man is aduanced abvuc ornearethe 
kingsname:this was the miſerable end & overthrown of 
Gleandrr,ot his children,hishouſe, hisriches and honor, 
whereof maybeUrawn examptcs and warnings to ſerve 
divers purpoſes :for belidesrhat princes maybe warned | 
to beware how they exalt any oneto over higheſtareſ 
amhoritie, prianemcaaliocughe ro-take:heede that 
they be not 'ouercome withthe dangeroashamour ef 
ambition and greedy deſire of riches; ſeeingin this, and 
the like examples, they may behold: asin a'glaſle, the 
wauering inconſtancie of fortune, and eariablo cont 
of the miſerable:efiae'and vncertaineaccidems 
life , where no- mart poſſeſſeth any thing withſur 
Burn: ſome be lifred' v aero prox. 4 eftare to honieur, 
ſo others are deieted from high dignitie to baſe and 
poore eſtate; as was apparan rho who-of a 
was madea freeman , ofa freerman a Steward}; ofa! 
ward a Prztor; aid cheri Sgreat Chamberlamne, aid 
it were Monarch of the world, &afterwards in one 
and in one houre hee and all his were vrrerhe defiro 
The particular loue (ſgith oneYwhich Princes ſhew: 
one morethenrdanuther, breederh many m——— 
enuic in their! realme? and when a Prince ſhewethiib 
ro equalshis fauour indifferentlie, _ puttethfire ints 
his commotrwealth, The like exa whrdieyr 
Plantionus an eſpeciall-fauorite of the Emperour's 
_ T his Plantianur as a poore Gentlemanwhen 
came 
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came fieſtro' Rome; from 

#rw , thathe read 'no'lectter but heemuſtſee it; fign 

nocommiſsion that hee liked not, nor gne anie reward 
cthathe craued nor : In the Senate hee wasplaced in the 
moſt honourable eftare : when he came forth of Rome, 
allche Gemlemendid accompanyhim :when hee came 
out of his houſe, all Embaſſadouredidattend on bim : In 
timeof warre, all Capraines ſued ynto himgandſo-many 
_ ny = it —_—_ ſeenin Rome 
thatany man, withourthetitle of an Emperor,enioyed 
ſogreariaportion of theempire. Sexerw gaue Plantianus 
the confiſcargoodrofallcondem ſons within the 
Empire, whereby hegrew ſo rich &couctous, thathee 
cauſed an infinite — of men ſleſſechet , not 
for their demerits,burthar he mig} -cheirgoods: 
wherewith hee grewſo yondury or mm thatrwhen 
heepaſſed rhrough rhe ftreeres , hee had anaked ſword 
borne before him, and no man-might behold hini inthe 
face, butcaſt downertheir eyesto the ground ; and be+ 
fides all this, he found fuch fauour wirh Sewers, that 
married his daughter. with: Baſrianwsthe his 
eldeſt ſonne: ſo: as beholding himſelfe thus aduaunced 
and honoured;, it ſeemed ro him bur a ſmall matter 
to be commander of the whole world', Butarlength 
this heaping of honour vponrhonour ; dignitie yvppon 
dignitie; withoutend or-meaſure,wtought hisownde- 


Anreline for his euill cons 


a 


ftruQtion: for perceiuing'the Emperour to'withdrawe 


his favour from lim, fu 1g that he wouldalſorake 


away his life, hepraQtiſedro kill the and his 
ſonne Baſsienue , that hee might not onelieprevent the 


fuſpeQted intent of his owne death; 'bur al — 
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his dagger. Thiswasthe end navy xray | 
immoderate defire of riches and honour, andthe good 


forrune of the Emperor, that eſcaped narrowly hisown 
death and his ſonnes, by the exceeding fauour and au« 


cthoriry, and countenaunce he gane his ſeruant and ſub« 
Seaerus ay 


ie : by which example, the E 
warned never after to giue the like tauour andgtacets 
any perſon: all jon heknew not whomcotruſt] 
ſeeing his ſeruaunt Plantianss, 'whom he ſo greatlylo- 
ns 1.4 fauoured, had deceiued him, le 
Princes to foreſce that no man exceede ouer-mich, 
ther in abundanceof friends or riches; and\not to be 
familiar with any man , bur that he may be angry vvith 
him if there ſhall be cauſe, without danger oralteration 
of things, And what fclicitie carva Prince haue, that 
hath vnder his government ſo: many thouſaads of peo4 
ple, who muſt wake for them all, heare the complaints 
of euery one, hauecare for all their ſafery? | 
His waking defendeth all mens {| » bislabour 
all mensreſt,his induſtry all mens delights : that he is 0c» 
cupied,bring 
the world make neuer ſo litle Nay,or ſwarue altde,it isto 
the exceeding hurt of all things; ſoa Prince cannotreſty 
nor be idle, without the great detriment of his people; 
whoſe careis nolefſe to maintaine bis in _ 
then to defend:them from the inuaſionot theyr en& 
mies : beſides manie other calamitief that ac 
nie Sceprers, whereof a meane eſtate neuer Godebe 
nie taſt, »For righcly/(faith one) that tir is not ſufficient 
for a Prince to Sons hior all vernes; bertap 


eth to all men caſe: for as ifthe planets'of 
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is moro 
worthy (faith Plato) for the faultthey commit : bur 


the euill example they giue , * And-itisa great felicitic 
(faith Saint Angu7ino) "—_ be ouercome of fclici- 
tic , Great: compalsion (ſaith LM: Aurel mos If 
bec had vppon. aPrince, becauſe.all followe:him 
their owne profite , -but none for his. loue-and ſer- 
uice, as appearcth by that, when hee leaueth- co: giue 
them, they begin to hare him. The Diocleſian, ,, 
(aidahat was nothing more hard,thenfor a Prince 
rorule well: for three or foure of thoſe who haue credit 

with the Prince, +f ana ſomtime together pak ef 
and of purpoſetell tayned chings for-true,, whereby hes 
is ofren deccined. REP TY 
-'Let vs RE wes Re LIE 
beginning with Popes: who as they chalengethe ſupre+ 
— all © 49 , lo they ſeemeto be place 
jathe higheſt degree of felicity: they come by their dig- 
nity without labour, &for themoſtpart without eitu 
on of bloud,& preſerue theireſtate without perill, comy 
manding all. The Monarks & Princes ofthe world hony 
our them : they are rich, and ſeemeto wanenothingthas 
' mendeſire in this world , to make their life happy , al» 
though thoſe whom they repreſent. were thevery.pa- 
trons & examples of pouertie « But hethat-willwith an 
wright iudgement. conlider. of-cheir eſtate, ſhall find 


crurathec vnhapyic;for ifchey wil take vpon them the 
ESO goucrnment« 


__ 


41 "Thee dodds.. > © 
ernment of S, Peters ſhip, according tothe commaun; 
dememsof G OD, chey muſt be; not as theyprofeſſein |. 
words, but in deeds, the ſcruancs of the ſcruants of Gody 
which muſt not regard his owne life, in reſpetofthe 
care he ſhould haue of them vnder bis charge >wwhich 
being wiſely conſidered of Pope Adrian, (alcarned man 
and of good life) finding by experiencethedangersand 
troubles of principalitie, ſpecially of his calling , would 
confeſle ofremimes to his familiar friends with teares; 
that among all the eſtates inthe world, there was nota- 
ny that ſeemed rohim more miſerable and- dangerous; 
_ theathatof Popes & Biſhops: for although the throne 
and chaire where he ſate, was richly garniſhed with dis 
uers pomps, yet it was full of thornes: & the coſtly cloke 
thatcouered him, was full of ſharpe needles, and ſo hea: 
vieto becarried, that ir made hisſhouldersake', how 
ſtrong ſocuer he were that did beareit: and for rhetrim 
myter which couerecd their heads, it was a very flame 
that burnedthem,cuen to the4amoſt part of their ſoule; 
Andif to enterintothe dignitic of Apoſtleſhip, notcal 
led thereroby the holy Ghoſt, and nor to enter intothe 
Church through the doore, whichis Chrift, bur by the 
window, bythe fauours of men, by corruption, by the 
authority of Princes, is not to be the Vicar of Chriſt;and 
ſucceſſour of the Apoſiles, but isathiele, andthe Vicar 
of Indas Iſcariot,and of Simen Mazus,what caſe arcthen 
= Popesin, that haue come =_ the Church byall 
theſe wayes, and allo by the deuils helpe;as appeared 
cheexample of Sylaefter the ſecond? Theyrake _—_ 
them to keepe the keyes of heauen, but they ſhut vprhe 
way thether, thar neither rhemſelnes will enter in ; not 
ſuffer others : they procure warres: they vexe Princesy 
and troublethe people: rhey excite the ſubieQs —_ 
""y rneyr 


VVhen = =" and Frederic 
in contention fort prantrgr ate ent 
en Rn made | 
a very cloquenr oration of the vnitie and concordethar 
oughero be betweene Chriſtian Princes. ACirtizenof * 
Rome perceiving his diſſembling; ſaid vixo him: Holy 
father, ehworth ſecmeto beof God: burtheeffeQs 
Jeu, They bulldeomprroct aller hoywecky= 
cul lgeſumpruous they are 
thed inpurple and gold, [rorhivintathie of religion, and 
intollerable burthen of thepeople, 'exceedingin pougs 
and pridethemoſtnorabletyrants that haucheen, ,- 
A holyand learned man, ina ſermon inthe 
of a Pope, reprehendedtheyr manners thus: tthey 
were not hired men forſhepheards , norwolues forhi- 
red tnen, but deuils for wolaes: Andyer y are not'a- 
ſhamedeocalf themſclues the-ſueceſſors Peier'> 
_ 9a, me. 1p ay rothem, as very to __ 
m2: 
Palaces, pr amique demo 4 editemefirs, 16 
Bernard thus aplatderls ofthic Biſhops of bistime:: 
The Biſhops to whom the Cburchrof Godisnowcoms 
micted; be norreachers, but ſeducers; tot paſtours;bur 
deceauers; - notPrelats, bur Pylats. VVhich cononecary 
be ſo wptly applicd as tothe Biſhops of Rome*7 vvho! 
ſeeme to winnementotheir obedience, by the likepo- 
lcieas the Poers faine Hyppornines worine the fairt Afta» 
_ lanta,, This 4ttalant« wasa'very faite maiden;and excee- 
ding ſwift of foote, by meanes of: which finguler beau- 
tie, ſhe had many lovers and ſurers for marriage: bur for 
that there was a law, chat none ſhould marry with her, 
but he that could ouerrunne her, whereof hethar failed 


© 


the foile, and loſt their lives, Ie chaunced Hyppomenerory 

4 timetofall into her ie, &was 0 rauiſhed with 

her wonderfull beauty, that hee derermined (wharſoes 
ner ſhould befall him) to attempt the winning of her; 
' notwithſtanding the danger of the Law, Bur yerafter- 
ward, having aduiſedly conſidered the difficulty and 
perrillof the matter, he thought good:to aske counſell 
of Yenus, who friendly and cutteouſly gave him three 
aples of gold, our of the garden ofthe Heſperides , and 
eaught him how he ſhould vſethem, This garden wig 
keper by the three daughters of Atlas, and thoſe golden 
aples, werethoſe chat we now call Oringes, Hippomencs 
beeing well inſtcuted how to behave himſelte, entred 
ito the race with this faire virgin: and ſceing her ouer- 
oe him, (as Yenus had taught him) hee caſt one of the 
three aples vppon the ground, She being in great hking 
with the beaurie of theaple,, ſtooped downe rorakeit 
vp, and yet through her ſwyftnes, ſhe ſoone ouerrooke 
him, and our-went him againe. Then ——_ ſees 
ing himſelfe ouer-gone , caſt downe the ſecond aple, 
which was fairer and more -beautifull then the firſt; 
V'Vhich becing ſpied of the young mayden, and deſi - 
rous to have it alſo, ſheltoſtſo much time by raking it 
vp, that her lover being at hand, got ſome aduantageof 
her, V Vhich neuertheleſſe ſhe ſoone recouered, and be- 
ing now come neereto the endof the race , Hippoments 
_ ſeeing her before him againe, caſt downethethirdaple, 
much fairerthen both theorher: vvhereof the dam 
being ſo much the more delirous, as the ſame was more 
beaurifullcthen both the other , thee making nodoubr 
through her ſwiftnes to overtake him againe, ftooped 
doiyneto take vp theaple; by meanes whereof, Hippd+ 
| mene!s 


*? 
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without reverence of the place, clog joZaggg vvit 
her loue, he had his e of her: wherewith C 
being offended, turned them bothrinto Lyons ,- and ap« 
pointedthemrodraw her Chariot,” , 1 i 
Now, if wee compare the pollicie vſed by the Popes 
or Biſhops of Rome, to winne Chriſtians to theyr ox 
poſe, excited thereto by vaine glory, and deliceofrule 
and principalitic ouer all, as the other was alluredro the 
virgin by the extreame paſsion of loue, weeſhall finden 
great congruitie in the manner of their er to 
effetugt their deſires: ſaving tharthe Popes caſt down 
their golden aples and allurements, ro draw-menout of 
the righe way that leadeth tro rhe end of the race, bee 
the beſt meancs they can find to deceiue them, For as5; 
Pawle ſaith, weare placed in a courſe or race, &the king» 
dome of heauen is ſet before vs for the prize, burteuery 
man, ſaith he, arriueth not thether; becauſe moſt men 
goc alide out of the right way,andleaue the marke,moit 
menrunneafter vanities, and weary themſelues, vauill 
they can neither runne nor goe,nor moouetheir limbs, 
Sodoe Popes labour to draw menaſideout of theright 
way, to weary them, ſo as they cannot attaine totheend 
of theyr intended race, | [en d43566-- 0 
For as Hippomenes perceiued his owne force to be in- 
ſufficient to winnethe Virgin by running, her ſwiftoes 
beeing knowne to exceede , he tooke aduiſe of Fevns, 
and with the allurement of the beauty of the golden a- 


ples, be brought that to paſſeby polliciehichbyforce 


ing carried away by the violent paſsion of & 

and ſecing the Goſpell of that cfticacie and force, thag 
theyr power without policie is not ſufficient todravy 
mento their obedience: but the profeſſors thereof run 
from them, and leaue them behind, oa by the aduiſe 
. of their Cardinals and fryers, caſt before their eyesthres 
things, as it were golden aples, one after another our of 
theright path, to allure men withtheic faire ſhewra | 
ſtoope downe and take them vp,, thereby ro diuert and. 
delay the forward lives of menthat make haſt tothe end 
of theyr race, that is, felicitic and beatitude, by the me«.. 
ritsand paſsion of Chriſt Icſus , reucaled to vs by his E«. 
uangcliſts in his Goſpell, that at length they may ouere. | 
comethem, and draw them to their ſubieCtion & obe«: * 
dience, Andafterwards defiling them by theyr traditis 
ons and ſuperſtition, and alluring them from the goſpel 
and word of God, both they & theyr followers, whom 
they have wonne , ſo gricuouſly offend the Maieſtie of 

God, that they are not turned into Lyons, and draw 

Chariots, bur cather in danger , 'without Gods great 

mercy, to be transformed from beeing inheritors of the. 
kingdome of heauen, to the children of perdition , and 

ſocietic and fellowſhip of ſathan. The three things res 

ſembling the golden aplcs, aretheſe,; The firſt, the per«. 
ſwalion of mens merits to worketheir ſaluation; A tate 
ſhew to allure,and to ſtay mensconceits , when it ſhall 
bein theyr owne power to worke {o great aneffeQ , by 
ſaying ſo many Pater noſters,or ſo many Aue CMaries, Cl 
ther by building of Cloyſters,or Monkeries, or (uchlike 
ftuffe, The ſecond is a diſpenſation for finne, another 
ſweet banteto-cnice, decciue, and divert men out of the- 


right path. Thethird, exceeding bork the reſtin Aga 
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great po At and'de- 
pils; by which they prerend of their graceleſſe good- 
nefſe, or for money, to pardon (innes paſt androcome; 
0 ceces hominam mentes, 6 pettora caca, 131 6k 
And if felicitie cannot eaſily be ſonnd'in'remporall 
principalitie, how much more hard isir-to beſound in 
their eſtate that challenge Empire.ouer-all Monarks and 
Kings, and ſupremacie over alt ſpiriruatifunnAions: ſons 
they take vppon them amhoritie over body and ſoule? 
VV hich eftare and dignitie, beeing by their" vſurpations 
exalted above all other eſtates of life, & ſo far beyond rhe 
imbecilitie of mans nature ro beare with that 'modermi- 
on it ought, (ſoas ſuch men as wereof goed!conditivn 
before, being once made Popes, manyofrtrem become 
the moſt wicked of all others) hardly will felicitie be 
found in their eſtate: for beſides that ,' the Popes have 
been Atheiſtes, Heretikes, Coniurers, Adalterers, Murs 
derers, and giuen to all kindof vice & wickednes; their 
pride, vaineroy?s, and illuſionsofthepeopte;, makerh 
apparant, thatreligion-is with manyof the bura ſcolfe 
and a mocke, I " 
The Cardinill Benno;writeththusof Hildebrand; cal- 
led Gregory the ſeauenth, The Emperor Henry the third 
(aith he) vſed often to goe to pray in the Church of S; 
UMariein moum Aventin , Hildebrand hauing by ſpiall 
watched all his doings, cauſed the place wherethe 2n- 
perovur vſcd ro pray to be marked ,* zndhiredone vvith 
_ of money, to lay ſecretly great ſtones” a 
eof the Church,ſoas he mightletthemfall diret- 
ly vpon the Emperors head ashe was proyini &knocke 
out his braines.: which thing! when this wicked fellow 


madchaſt to accompliſh;as he was about ro-place a _ 
E ©, 


Se rtlibe, hetnebp kick? 
I e, 4 | 2m » 
ro him, and breaking thethinboarg 
OE _ _ both SE he (by thy 
wwdgemeant'of 'God)- wnezo the paugqment ofthe 
Church , and-with the (ame he wascruſhed to death: 
which thing being knowenro the R omaines, they rye, 
aropeto his fecte, and drew him three dayes toget 
- throvghtheftreets, (This Hildebrand, by rhe report of 
the ſame author}, after hee Had asked ſomething of the 
conſcctated hoaſt, which: theycall the bodie of Chriſt, 
ainſt the Emperour,becaſt it into the fire, chough the 
Cardinals that were preſent, perſwadedhimto the cons 
trarie', And-nothing ſheweth- their infelicitie more aps 
arrae then their — deriding of religion, 
uſing the world-with-their fabulous figments ,, and 
ſeducing the people fromthe word of God,and thetrye 
Chriſtian religion to their vaine toyes,; and childiſh in» 
nentions: dealing with the ſcriptures as a naughtie pains 
ter 'did-when: hee evill fauontedily : painted- certaing 
cockes,, hee cauſed: his boy to drive away the _ 
cockes our of ſight, leaſt they ſhould dilcouer and 
pracethe eui'l workmanſhip of his counterfeitcockes 
So whentlie-Popes tiad ſer forth theit owne traditions 
and- their Fryers Hgments ,' they cauſed'the old and 
new Teſtameneto belaid out of light, knowing that 
the true worde of God, would diſcover and diſgrxe 
the vaniticof their traditions and counterfeit4lluſions; 
as the fablesof Fryer Francs, and Dominicke, and ſuch 
like miracles which are- receined into + the Romiſh 
Church, and muſt bee belecued vpon paineof herelis! 
fuch asthe Poet might wellcryout-vpon: | | 
——O quan: / 
Credula mens hominis + erett« fabulis carers. | 
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| og that bringeth men to ſo great vnhappi- 
C 


. called him 


| ger, an he will couer your hand. Hethat is the ſer» 


ſun bad wo he Leg 


yaine-glorie, that a Pope was not alhame! —_— 
thename, bur gloried that Conſlentive the Emperour, 
+ Eberard Archbiſhop of Salisburge, 
in a publike aſfembly of the Princes and States. of Ger- 
manic, two hundred __ fiace,, in an oration ſpake 
thus of the Popes : Theſe: Babylonian / Elamines (or 
Gentiles Prieſts) couet to raigne alone : they can ſuffer 
no cquall: they will not leaug; vmiill they have caſt 
downe all things vnder their feerte,, and ſit intheaem- 
ple of God, and bee lifted vp-aboue all thingtbards 
worſhipped, Their hunger after riches, ang-thirſtat- 
ter honour, is vnſatiable ; the more-yee giue to the 
greedie-gut, the more he defireth : offer him your fin- 


vant of the (eruants of God, deſireth neverthdleſſero be 
the Lord of Lords; as if he were God:He youre great 

things as if hee were God himſelfe . This caſt-away 
changeth lawes,, eſtabliſherh his owne : hee defilerh, 
rifeth,ſpoyleth, deceiueth,killeth: which loſt manthey 
vieto call Antechriſt , in whoſe fore-hcadthe nameof 
blaſphemie is written: I am God: Icannorerre: hee it- 
teth in the Temple of God : heruleth farre and wyde, 
And Chryſoſtome (ayeth ; who ſo euer defireththe ſupre- 
macie vppon earth, hee ſhall andeconfuſioninheauen: 
Neither ſhall hee be accounted among the ſeruants of 
Chriſt,thas ſeckerh afterche ſupremaci 


emacic. 
Ee2 And 


od alborirn learned Divine faith, tharthe Rulerof 
the Romaine Church , by tbeyr crafty and ſubvtile wit, 
obſeruing times, ſomerimes lift vpthe _—_— another 
timeby.leaſure abaſeth it againe, and to what purpoſe? 
ſaving thatby little and lintle, they may caſtdownevn- 
der their fecte: (as themſclues vaunt) all heauenlic and 
earthly things: all ſpirituall and remporall _ «And 
ſearching theold Hitories(Gaich Hierom)1| can find none 
thar deuidedthe Church, and ſeduced the people from 
the houſe of God, but them thar were appoinred prieſt . 
to God. But the pride and couctouſnes df Popes, with 
many other vices, and theyrilluding the world ,. diſcos 
uercth theyr hypocrilie , and ſheweth them plainly net 
tobe themen they profeſſe. Belides, aduancing them- 
ſclues aboue Emperoursand Kings, and making them 
hold theyr ſtirrops, and lead theyr horſes, as hath beene 
ſaid, andglorying tobe called God; it is eſtabliſhed & 
mong them, that all men, of what _ or- prehemb 
nence ſocuerthey be , as ſoone as they come into the 
Popes light, a great way off, they muſt make three cas 
relies, and kifle his feere, & 
Saint Bernard ſpeaking of theyr pompe , ſayth : Saint 
Peter was never knowne at any time to haue yoneY 
parrelled with precious ſtones or {ike : not couere 

with gold,nor carried with a white horſe: not attended: 
vppon with ſouldiers, nor compaſled about yyith great 
traines of ſeruaunts, Hee belieued that without thoſe 
things, that healthfull commaundement mighr ſuffick 
ently be accompliſhed : 1f thow lone mee , ſeede my 5heept, 
The ſame Bernard deteſting their pompe and couctuul- 
neſſe,calleth them Antichriſts, and ſaith thus:'Theoft> 
cesof dignitie of holy Church, are tranſlated into filthy 
gaine, and the works of darkneſſe: itremaineth tharthe 
| man 
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ped. And the exrreame conerouſneſſe of the Popts ar 
their Court, was more truly rhen eloquently hu 
one by ene oftheir owne authors: +14 
 Caria unlt marces, bavſas exhanrit & arcar: Is 
pers ques ys. or | 
Cohuſrs pci arcas, 

Culpaſolveris quaqee ligataseris. 
? tw quis ? ego ſues : 
a? nou : fla forks: 


quarts? of enirem, 
nad ſatis: intre. 


And CMantzen noting likewiſe their vnemexſurable 
EY fingeth thus: 
vi: 21 O——— ; 
Templas, ſacerdotes, altaria ſarra; corona, . 
Pans thara, preces, celum et venale, Denſque, 
Aeneas Silins faith, the impoſitions of the hand , and 
sof the holy Ghoſt areſold, and ſinnes are not 
oned,except mon begiueninthe Court of Rome. 
ur now that they finde the vvane of that which 'vvas - 
wont to feede their vnſatiable humors of couetguſneſſe 
and ambition, by meanethat the berter halfe 'of E 
being reuolted from m_ both their — Us 
nie is greatly decayed, The-Popes rage yeeres, 
like mee Aſſes of Thuſcia are reported todoe;vvhen 
they haue fed vpon hemlocks ; which av Ad arbeoius wri- 
teth, caſteth them in ſuch a "ſoune-ſleepe, —_— 
ſeemeto be dead; in ſo much asthe 
otentimesto nakeoff their skinne, and le fore 
himbeforethe Aſe will ene. had hea they hav 
e3 
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enofthe | $kinnero themiddeſt of his backe, rhe afſe 


y opes 
ball avrey Gon 


them, fearing the reſt will followe ,.they fall-into ſuch x 
roxing and chundring with-their Bulles (arming ſub. 
jets againſt:their Princes, and kings. againſt their ſub. 
jets, and one of them againſt another) that they purall 
Chriſtendome many times in =: great feare. 'V Vhich ia 
theſe dayesin many places worketh effeQHike vntothat 
which Chaxcer (if I torget not) ſpeaketh of, when hee 
deſcriberh agreat fcare that hapned inthe breake ofthe 
day ; the dogges barkt , the duckes quackt ,-thecocke 
crowed, and the Beesranne our of thehyue. 7ohn Petey 
of Ferrara, a learned mantaxing the Popes ambition and 
couerouſneſle,after manic other things writeththas , + 
 bouconehundredand fiſtieyeares fince, The:Popels 


\. bourethro haue ſuperioritic of the Emperour, which 


ridiculousto ſpeake , and abhominable ro-heare : And 
note how ;'and by how many meznesthe Clergic men 
tay ſnares tor the Laye men , andenlargetheir juriſdids 
on : Bur alas ye vnhappie Emperours & ſecular Princes, 
that ſuffer theſe and the like: things: and make your 
ſelues ſcruantsvnto the Popes: and ſeethe world abuſed 
by them-infinite waics: And -yerytthinke not vyponr& 
formation. becauſe. yee give not your-minds to'wil&s 
 domeanid knowledge. And Saint #ieromefayth.; Italy 
will neuer be arquier , vnrillthe Chutch of Rome doe 
norp! all-the Cities. and Caſtles, and thatthegift 
of Conſtantine, be by ſome good and mighty Emperout 
P vtt 
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| Paontifices, tantum quing | 

 Nowifthe Pope bee Tee jr rr cl gokenofiache 
Scipeure after _ opinion of | 


foorth vaine = wicked. fables , and. horrible 
blaſphemics, in- place oftrue Chriſtian religion,: 0p 
miracles done. by Fryer Dominicke and. Francis, , 

more and greater Tor thoſe done by parmer (has and, his 
Apoſtles; and the reſt ofthefables writtenby them by 
their owne authors : alſo their imagined purgatorie, 
worſhipping of images, invocation ofthe dead , their 
dayly reneying of the ſacrificeof Chriſt in their Maſle, 
Chriſtening of belles , abſolution for himthathath kil- | 
led his father or morher, & many other ſuch like LON 
this can not be a nappies eſtate, that © 

ſo direQly and. appar dy againſt Chr be ee 
Qrinez whereby, y 4 edanger of their deſtruQi- 
on, they drawe infinice numbers of ſoules ro the _ 
of cternall damnation , except Gods mercie 

ow Gregorie the great doth reſtiic plain plainely , that 
Pope 1s deſcribed vnder the of RNabachods- 
— For Kings and Princes in hell that are damned, 
xe brought in as though: they came to meete. the 
Pope after his death comming = them, to ſaluce him, 
who mocke him thus: Hell was in great feare of, you, 


whea it hcard of your cumming: all thedead Prnces 
Ee 4 of 


Pope P18 


bis 


6f their thrones, and ſpeake toyou after this ſort + Art 
thou made ſubicto the ſameinfirmiries as we are? and 
atrthou become like vnto vi?” Thypride hath/broug 
theedowneto hell; VVhen diddeſt thou fall Lucife 
from heauen, thou ſonne of the and art come 
into the earth that wer terribleto all Nations? Butthouw 
faidftinthy hart, I will goe vpto heaven ; "1 willlife vp 
my ſcare abone the ſtarres of heaven; "I will aſcend 2+ 
boverhe height of the cloudes, & will be made likethe 
higheſt , They that ſhall ſeerthee, will ſay; Is _ 
thattroubled the earth, and ouerthrewe Kingdomes 

 Thusthey deceive the world , who ar laſt aredeceined 
themſelues, Zivie faith, there is nothing moredeceiues 
able in ſhevy, thenfalſe Religion , when the power of 
God is made a cloke for wickedneſſe, And ifthe Popes 
wereof that holineſſe and vertue they would be taken, 
it could not be, but by theyr example, inſtruQion, and 
diſcipline, their imperiall ſcare and citty , whereof they 
are head, would not deſerue for their abhominablevice 
and wickedneſle, ſo infamous ſpeech by the learned T- 
ralians themſelues, Petrarke, Mantnuaen, and many other 
call Rome the ſhoppe of all wickedneſle : Babylon, So- 
dome, the ſchoole of errors, rhe Church of hercſies,an 
harlor with a ſhameleſſe face, Maertuan thus noterh the 
vice there vſed, n 

1 pudor in villas, þ non patiuntar eaſdem, { 
Et ville vomicas : Roma eft jam tota Lupanar, 


o 2h Ee TE <IME--4 a ot G Te: SEES 
N57 FO SP TI's _ Os IE; is SOOT EO "ach a I Os 
% —_ y L > _ 9 = : "OREONESs hs _ EET IP " p <a , 
%* 4; 
*s | 
k 0 % 


And Pafgeill confirmeth the ſame, when one having 
been at Rome, at his departure raketh his leaue thus: 
Roma vale,vids, ſatis eft vidiſſe, rexertar, | 
Cum lene, aut meretrix, ſcurrs, cynedus ers. 


Guice 


* 
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neſſe of that Pope, is then prayſed, when he exceedeth 
not other mens wickednes, A}. 204.4.350, 
Thus much of the ambition & manners of the Popes, 
whereumto [| am vnwillingly drawne, inreſpeR ofthe 
—_—_— theyr place and profeſsion to ſay ſo much, 
which neuertheleſſe is very lire ro that may be trulie 
faid, andis written by others, becauſe I examine 
the principall ſtares of life, whereof theirs is accounted 
_ the higheſt, and are eſteemed the happieſt men, 
that alſo pretend ro giue happinesto others. In exami» 
nation wherof, I was driuen to diſcouer the worſtparrs 
of them, and their eſtate, as I haue doneof all thereſt; 
the better to proue my ſubieCt : and how'muchthey are 
deceiued, that thinke felicitie ro be in their eſtate. Yet 
it cannot be denied, but there have beene divers good 
men of that funRion, and thar ſuffered hard thingsfor 
the Goſpell, ſpecially the firſt ſort ofrhem, 
Bur becaule the examples before produced, ſeemeto 
reſtifietheyr infelicitie, whereof the eſtates nexttothem 
in degree are partakers, we muſt paſſe fromthem to. 
inferiour members of the Church, The charge of theſe 
men alſo is ſo great, that hardly they can find thatquiet- 
neſle eyther in body or minde, whereby they may at- 
taine tothe felicitie of this life: and ſo much the more 
exaQly they performetheir funQtion, ſo much the fur- 
ther they ſeeme to be fromit, They muſt wake whilſt 
others ſleepe; they muſt be the watch of the vvorld; 
there is no intermiſsion of their rravailes; bur all the 
houres of theyr life, they muſt employ their labours for 
the comon ſafegard of men, for feareleaſt ſathan ſhould 


ſeduce theyr flocke. 


Saint Chryſaftome ſayth,that he which hath the _ 
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of one onely Church, with difficultic can be faued ,-{ 
at is their charge. VVhat may wethink then ofthae 
Seectin haue corrupted the word of GOD, andin 
0 rk haue foyſted in their owne traditions, as 
; Fryers, and that crew of Cloyſtermen; if it be 
ſo hard for good Paſtors to atraine to the bleſſedneſle of 
the other life without which there is nofelicitic in this 
world; as hath been ſaid.But where and ke the Go. 
ſpelt hath diſperſed rhe darke cloudes of their divinitie, 
ariſerh'daily (ſuch isthe deprauation of this time) to the 
ſlaunder and preiudice of truereligion, new ſeQes 
and ſchiſmes, many times rather to | or inſert 
ſupecrficiall ceremonies , and to alter and innovate or- 
ders alreadie ſer and eſtabliſhed for decencie, wherein 
(faith Frjins;)they offend God,rather becauſe they diſo« 
bey the Magiſtrate, then for ſubſtance of matter, They 
can ſtrainegnats, and ſwallow Camels : as Berwerd ſaith 
of the Prelats of his time. V Vhilſt they make ſhewe t6 
creme of great matters, they handle trifles, notable eſti> 
mators of things, who intheleaſt matrers vſe great dili- 
genec, inthe greateſt marters, little or none at all, 


Nitimar in vet:tum ſemper, cupimnſque neeats, 


The Authors whereof, doe not with due providence 
conſider the dangerous fruites that may thereof ariſe, 
and that it were better to ſuffer ſome inconuenience, 
then to diſtourbe the peace of the Church, for feare 
{eaſt by falling from one ſeCtro another , neverbecing 
ſetled, that happen to many which was ſpoken by Atene- 
demmus, of them that went to Athens ro ſtudie : manic 
(faith he) goeto Athens for learning ſake, who firſt be- 
come wiſe men , then Philoſophers, chatis; louers 

wiſe- 
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may be doubted (if God of his mercie preyent In 
the! on On yu FE 1s 
bring foorth : that by onelectinto 
— will become Atheie, that is, Rarke fooles, For 
ſo hs Pſalmiſt calleth them.: The foole ſayth-in bi 
heart, there is no GOD, There as wrinto pe 
den Letters vppon the dooreofthe Church in Co 
theſe verſes; Fe Fw 
Dum diſciplina ceſſal, r natque ſanullas, 
Deficit. E lee vilns, Ca ſacultas- | 
This funQionis growne to thatdilorder, thas th | 
_—_— bot be found ſo ng CREn 51 vill. 
take v m to expound theScriptures after his oWne 
hacks had if their _ of learni ing he obicdgles 
aunſwere is readie, thatiſuch Chrifl chole.to be 
poſtles: neither Scribes nor DoQurs of- Ras, tn 
ofthis or that trade, that wereneuer HOOOgE 
nagogues of Scholes: As though Chriſt were nowto- 
beginne his Church againe , .andlay a new ion 
with miracles, | 
Nowe that vvee haue paſſed thorough the princi- 
pall eſtares of life , and cannot finde that hve 
in any of them wee looke for; let vs ſee whet | 
can finde it in theeſtate of e, which. is Kg 
honourable and neceſsarie eſtate , ordayned. by, Gi D 
for thecomfort of mans life , and pr ion of. his 
kinde; which hee ſanClificd, and made anholic thing. 
with his bleſsing, 
And if we wil in our owne conceits, faineto our (clues 


the forme and image of a perfe & excellent macriage,. 
(as Pyro, or Sig The: Moore did their common = ) 
et© 
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there is nothing in the world that may be compared rg 
marriage, for a conſummation of pleaſures and delights, 
All things with them are common, both proſperitic and 
aduerſitic, riches and pouertic,one bedde,the ſame chil- 
dren: ſo as it ſeemeth by rhe vnitie and conformitie of 
theyr bodics and mindes, that ewo are transformed into 
one. Nallius boni fine ſocio iscunda eft poſreſsio : Onecin 
poſſeſſeno good thing pleaſantly without a compani- 
on, The wife is a companion in all manner of fortunes: 
If che husband be rich and liue inproſperitie, ſhe is par- 
taker of it , and maketh him enioy it with greater plea- 
ſure : If hee be poore, and in aduerſtitie, ſhee beareth 
halfe the burthen, and comforteth and aſsiſteth him, 
There be diners notable examples of the loue betweene 
the husband and his wife , which helpeth tothe com-+ 
mendation of marriage. 

Baptiſta Fregoſs, reporteth of a Neapolitane, whoſe 
wife beeing taken on the ſea-coaſt bythe Moores, hee 
mm caſt himſclfe into the ſea, and following theyr 

arke, deſired them torakehim alſo , which rhey did, 
and brought them both ro the King of T hunes: who 
beeing mooued with their faithfull loue and affeCtion, 
delivered them both. 

Tiberius Gracchus , happening to hane two Snakes ta- 
ken in his houſe, the one of thema male, the other a 
female, and beeing aduertiſed by a Southſayer , that 
it heletgoc the male, his wife muſt die, if the female, 
wires death was likely to fall vppon himſelfe, he toued 

is wife ſo deerely , thar preferring her life before his 
owne, hee letthe female eſcape, and killed the male, 
and within a while after hee died, V Vhich maketh ita 
doubrfull queſtion ( ſayth Yalerias Maximns) vwhe- 
ther Corwelia his vvite, were more happy by my 

ſuc 
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ſuch a hnsbande-, or vnhappie- by the loſſe of him. 


 VVomen haue beene nothing inferiour ro their huſ- 


bandesin this kind of dutie. V Vhen Rhabbie Benxa-> 
mot a Moore was (]aine , his wife called Hoe, cele+ 
bratcd his tunerals with abundance of teares, and la» 
mentable cryes, and buried his bodie very ſumpruouſly, 
And after ſhee had abſtayned from meate and drinke 
nine dayes, ſhee would not live, her husband being 
dead ; but before her breath went out of her bodie; 


(hee commaunded her buriall ro bee with her huſ- 


bande, thinking it no reaſon to bee ſeparatedfromher 
husband (whom thee loued ſo dearely) cither by death, 
or by buriall, Porciathe wife of Bratz, loucd her huſ- 
band ſo dearely, that when ſhee heard of his death, her 
friends having taken away -all yron from her , fea- 
ring (hee would kill her (clfe ſor ſorrowe , tooke vp 
quicke coales of hre, and cate them as-greedily as 0- 
thers cate meate, The Lacedemonians had - condem\ 
ned certaine men to death, and committed them to 


priſon : when the night came (astheir manner was) in 


which they ſhould be executed , their wives obtayned 
leaue of their keepers to come intu the priſon tothem 
to take (az it were)their laſt farwell, who.changed appa- 
rell with their husbands , and ſent them away, and 
flayed behind themſclues ro die in their places. Thes- 


pompus a Lacedemonian in- ike fort being in priſon, 


changed his apparell with his wite, and by her meancs 
eſcaped, and left her in the ſame daunger he was-in, 
V Vhen the wife of king Admetus, that was grieuoully 
licke, vnderſtood the anſwere of the Oracle to be , that 
he could not re<couer , except one of his beſt friendes 
dycd for him, ſhe preferring her husbands life (by arare- 


example) beforeher owne , killed her ſclic, A "called 


cated Piſce ſeeing LD | away dayly tho: 
C4 | thas - 
h an incurable diſeaſe, ms waded 1 
ſwape his paine by death, offering her ſelfcro beare him” 
company : whereunto her husband agreeing, they em« 
braced each other , and caſt chemſclues headlong intg 
the ſea, fromthe rop of arocke. | 
Solactumett miſeris ſocios habere penaram. | 
And-the number of wiuesand husbands that happen 
to ſome, argueth the happie eſtate of marriage, who 
otherwiſe would be (after Chylons Opinion, one of the 
Sages of Greece) warned to beware by the firſts 
hee accounted hima verie foole, who having ſaued 
himſelfe from a daungerous ſhipwracke by painefull 
ſwiraming , would-returne to fea againe, as chough 
a tempeſt had not power ouer all ſaylers : meaning 
that hee which were delivered from his firſt martri» 
age, would prove himſclte a foole ro marcie againe, 
Bur Saint Hierome reporteth, that hee ſawe at Rome 
a man tharhad had twentie wines , marrie a woman 
that had had rwo and twentic husbandes , And after- 
great expectation of the Romaines, which of them 
ſhould vuer-live rhe other , the woman dyed : where- 
vponthe men crowned him with lawrell, and cauſed 
him intoken of vicorie co carrie a branch of Palme 1n 
his hand at his wiues funerals, | 
And this was a notable example of loue (ſhewed by 
women towards their husbands , when the Em 
Lonradus the thirde made warre vppon'the Dake-of 
Bauvier . This Emperour hauing belteged the Dukes 
Cirie verie ſtraightly a longtime, and would by no it 
rreatie nor perſwa(tonsvpetimo.conditions be remoued 
from his reſolution, vierly toraze and deſtroy the citie, 
the Noble and Gentlewemen of the rowne came tooth 


« 


Of the Felicitie of man. _4it 
ro the Emperour , and beſoughr him-to ſuffer thetm- 
| fafely to depart foorrh of the'citie , with ſo-mach.as 
they could carrie.vpon their backes: which-ar lehgth 
being graunred by the'Emperour ; they returned and 
brought foorth vppon their backes the Duke himſelle 
and their husbandes , and: ſuch as had: none, their 
parents and children : ar the ſnght whereot:the Em- 
 perour tooke ſuch pleaſure , that: weeping for: verie 
joy , hee layde aſide-all his anger andturie',. and: ſpa- 
red the Citie, and emered into friendſhippe with Fs 
mortall enemie . Diuerſe like examples are regiltred 
in Hiſtories : and a great many things more may bee 
fayde in commendation. of marriage : But: becauſe 
the ſcope of our intent is'to ſearch whether there hee 
any eftate of life voyde of thoſe euill thinges that des» 
tractechy from felicitie, which evill becing graunted; 
there is no happineſle or fclicitie in this lite (for one 
droppe of p6yion ſpoyleth a great-quiantitic of good 
wine) let vs-ſce what euillis ſayde ro bee marriage; 
for among ſweete and pleaſant dewes , thete. falleth 
many times ſharpe ſtormes of hayle , The Athenir 
ans accounted a wi'e and politike people, perceining * 
how. hard a matter it was to frame-a woman to per- 
torme the part of a good-wife to'her husbande, by 
meanes of the infinxe number of occaſions of ſtrife 
_ and contention thar would rife betweene them , or- 
dayned in their common wealth certaine-Magillraes, 
which were called reconcilers, . to make attgnement - 
berweene-men and their wines. The Spartanes had 
the like officers to reforme the inſolencie of womens 
and to correct and compelt chem to the true obedi- 
ence of their husbandes. Guenarre aſter hee had ex- 


culcd himſclfe , and refuſed to deicribe the;particular 
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fancies of women , becauſe they are without limie ; 
placeth the things that women moſt deſire , and 
wherewith they holde themſelues beſt comented, in 
theſe foure : To bee gorgiouſly apparelled , to bee 
eſteemed fayre; to goe whether they liſt; and that men 
beleeue what they ſay . To contract matrimonie with 
a woman (ſayeth hee) is a thing verie ealie , bu 
to ſuſtaine itto the end, isa thing verie difficule . For 
thoſe that marrie without anie . >» reſpect, but one. 
ly forloue, leade their life afterwarde with ſorcowe: 
Bur this ſauoureth ſomething of the Spaniſh humour, 
For God never fayleth to bleſſe them with ſufficient, 
 thatioyne themſclues together, and liue in his ſervice 
and feare, Itthou marry a rich wife, (thee will be proud, 
and (he will eſteeme thee rather as herſlave, chen her 
husband, and it may happen thee to be aſhamedof her 
kindred :if ſhe be poore , ſhe will be contemned, and 
thy ſelfe the leſle eſteemed: if the be foule and evill fas 
uovured , tfbu canſt not louc her: it ſhe be faire, thou 
wilt beiealous of her, and in danger to fallinto an vnnes 
eurall metamorphoſis, 

Faftus ineſt pulchrs, ſequiter ſupcrbia formam : 

It ſhee be of great parentage, in place of a wife thou 
ſhalt have a ſevere Miſtreſle and commander, and in 
place of kinsfoulke and friends by her, thou halt haue 
maiſters : if ſhee be honeſt and chaſt, he will fearethe 
comraricinthee, and vexethee: ſothat wealth maketh 
a woman proud , beautie ſuſpected, and hardneſle of 
fauour, lothlonie, A great many examples may.bet 
produced of rhe euils that have happened to men by 
women . But becauſe there is matter enough be{ides, 
' wewillpalle them ouer,and ſhew onely what hath been 
| Taide of them by wile and learned men, » 
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of marriage, ons were he ya amr winery or two good _ 


one marriage : the one is the day ofthe m! 
other the day of the wives deaths, -Becauſe the ym 
is paſſed in feafting and pleaſure; and the marriage 'new 
and treth, and therefore pleaſant;as of allkindsof plea- 
ſure the beginning moſtdetighterhy, ſacieric of allrhi 
makethwearineſle, The laſt Jay (he ſaid) wasgood,; 
cauſe by the wiues death, the husband was made free & 
delivered froſeruitude, In conlideration-wherofyrhey 
that hold this opinion, produced anhiſtory'of#noble 
Romane, who thenext day afterhis mariage; 3e;ding very 
ſad, was asked of his © the cauſe of his penſ! 1enesy 
having matched with a wiferhat was faire, rich; and of 
toblep © ww ape: he ſhewed themhis foot: why friends 
(quoth he) yeſeethar my ſhooeixnew; handſome; and 
well made, but ye know not in what part of my foorefſt 


lighc then the rongue of an vnbridled woman; moreby- 
ting then heroutrages , more rath then her 
more execrable then her ſpirefull diſpoſition, more pe- 
rillous then her fury ? If thou haue children by her,zcthou 
haſt much trouble ol charge bythe care of their edu- 
cation, if they prooue vntowardly, and pinentotewd- 
neſſe, whar greater griete can happen roa mar? Tt car- 
not bedenied, bur rhe Fathersfelicitie is deminiſhed by 
thechildrens vntowardlines; and hovy many are occaſi- 
oned by the entowardlineſſe, or vndutifulneſſeof theyr 
ighes to pronounce ofrenwithin 
themſelues this verſe FHonier? 1120191 2513 10} 2571 
Coninge non dutla, natis vtimam carui 'B1 
If they be cowardly, & giventoverrue;t heloſſeof them 
Is as grieugus : which affeQtion w_ ſuch force, that = 
Wuc 
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wileſt men many times are notable to bridle ; a appex;: 
ceth by this example of Selon,'oneof the ſcuen Sagez or 
wiſe menof Greece. | 

\ There was a diſpuration on a time berween this Solos, 
who was married and had one only: ſonne , atowardlie 
young man, and Thates another of the Sages,that was vn. 
maricd; which eſtate was better, mariage or a{ingle life: 
Solow commended matrimony , Theles preferred the a. 
ther : & when he percciued that he could not perſwade 
Solon by reaſon and argument to be of his opinion , hee 

ractifed this deviſe; V Vhen their talke was ended be. 
ng both at Thales his houſe, Thales went forth &eauſed 
oneto faine an errant to him, & ſay as he had inſtruQed 
him, as though hee came from Athens, where Solon 
dwcilingiwas : this man like'a iranger, as theſe two wiſe 
men-were talking together withinthe houſe , knocketh 
at the dore, Tha/es letteth him in; the man faincth a meb 
ſageto him from a friend of his at Athens : So/on hearing 
him ſay that he came from Athens , went foorth of the 
next-roome ta him , and asked what newes at Athens?! 
Litle newes (quoth he) bur as I came foorth of thecitie, 
I ſawetheSenatours and piincipail men of Athens going 
tothe buriall of a young man: Ss/on going into the other 
roome againe, and muling who this ſhould bee , being 
m lomedoubr leaſt peraduentur it ſhould bee his (onne, 
commeth foorth to himagaine, and asked him whe- 
ther hee knewe who it ſhould bee that was dead ? Hee 
anſwered that hee had forgorten his name, but it was 
the onelic ſonne of a notable man in Athens , and 
that for the reverence and loue that they did beareto 
his father, all the Nobiltie and principall men of the 
cirie- went to his buriall , Then Solon greatlic conft» 
ied and troubled in mind , goeth from: him againt, 


{caring 


"LFEXFE © IE HEE neat endo = MS. TDA. err s geo RT, SET. Bd bags 


| Of the Felicitie of man. 435 
fearing bis owne ſonne : and {being farre-our of q 
et , returneth to aske him , whether hee could not 
call ro remembrance che \name of this mans 
father if hee heard it reckoned 2 Hee anf , thar 
hee thought hee conld remember his name; at hee 
might heare it againe : And after Solon had reckoned 
the names of a great manieof che principallmen 
of the Citic, and the other denying them to beethe 
man, hee came-at laſt ro his owne name, and asked 
whether hee were not called Solon? And when theo, 
ther affirmed thatto bee the name of thefatherof this 
ung tan that was dead , Solon cryeth out n 
Les ſonne, and maketh great lamentation; 
teareth his haire, and beateth his head againſt the wall, 
and doth all things that men; vſe ro doe in calamitie: 
VVhen Thales had behelde him a while in this paſion, 
Bee of good comfort Solew ((aith hee) thy ſonne liuerh 
but nowe yee fſce by your owne example whar euill 
things are incident to marriage, - "14.408 | 
A Philoſopher being demaunded why he maried not? 
Becauſe (quoth he) it the woman whom I take to wife 
bee good, [ (hall ſpill ber; if ſhebeeuill, I muſt ſuppore 
her ; if he be poore, | muſt maintaineher; if ſhe berich, 
Imuſt ſuffer her ;if ſhe be foule, I ſhall abhorre her; if 
ſhe be faire, then I muſt watch her: and'that which is 
worſt of all, | giue my libertie for ever to her that willne- 
uer ſhewe her (cle gratefull... Riches breedes care; 
pouertie ſorrowe ; ſayling feare ;-eating' heauineſſe. 
going wearineſſc, all which-trauelles wee ſeedeuided 
emongſt manie , except amongſt chem/that bee 'mar- 
ried, where they ioyne all cogether: for ſeldome wee 
ſcethe married man goe without care, ſorrowe , Wea- 
rincfle, heauineſſe,and comfortieſle, as though he were 
Fiz alwaycs 
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; 4 In feare of ſomething thar m  Ifrhoy 
ſhut chy wifewithin doore, ſheeneuer ceaſeth tocoms 
plaine zitthou giuc her leaue to walke at libertie; ſhee | 
mimiſtrertroccaſion for thy neighbour toratke, andchy 
felfe ro (uſpeR ; if thouchide, ſheewiltlooke fowrely, 
andif ſo be that thou ſay nothing,then will ſhe be more 
angry ; if thou ftay muchat home, ſhee will thinkethee 
ſuſpitious; if thou goe much abroad, ſhe will doubr all 
isnot well , when herfecre becoldearhoine; if thou 
ſhew thy (clfe loving; ſhe will have thee in-contempry 
and it chou ſhew no lignes of loue, ſhe will ſuſpeQ thee 
to be in loue with ſome other; if thou denie wharſhee 
crauath, ſhe witlayrorhy charge thou loneſt her nor,” 
.'I remember bhaue read this writer.,vppon a- moni 
ment where a man and his wifelay buried, - 5 (98 
Heus viator, miraculum': heic vir & vxor non liticant, 
Luares, qui ſumus ! non dicam "At elivdumns , ipſa dico , Hit 
Belbins & br iws , me>Ebriams wancuyat >Nondico ampling 
Ohe comig x, C7 _ defuncttgarris?! 0 906 208 


This Thates being askedin his yourh, why he maried 
nor, aun{vwered, that it'was toorathe, and aſterward be 
1ng'asked the ſame queſtiomagaine when he was old hs 
ſaidithat jtwastoo late, V Vith the like paſsion of Solon, 
Eapbrates'a Philofopher- ſeemed to be rouched;;' fot. 
when his wite was dead, whom heloued deerely : Orys 
rannous Philoſophy (quoth hey thou commaundeſt-1o 
lone; &if we loſe the things belone4, chouforbiddeſtvg 
to be ſorryforthem :whar ſhould then doeirvthismis 
ſerable eſtate? VVhentherechanceda tempeſt to ariſe 
on theſea,and the maiſter of the ſhip commaunded all 
mento eaſtthe heavieſtthines{mo thethe fea; @ married 
man tovk his witepreſently id hisacmes,& — 
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jr he had nothing more heauy then ſhe, A man 
Perugia wept bitterly , becauſe his wife had 
her ſelfe vpon a hg-tree, and being reprehended of one 
of his neighbours, that wondered how in ſo =_ 
peritie hee could find reares to ſhed: Give me Ipray 
thee (quoth hee) a graffeofthat fig-treeto plant in my 
garden, that I may ſee whether it will bring foorththe 
like — me. _ ſeeing his wifefall — 
river, ſought her vp the ſtreame, and being reprehende 
of others of his bens , and tiketwhes hee meane 
to leeke his wife vptheriuer, ſecing ſhe fell in beneath 
I ſeetheplace (quoth he) well ynough where ſhe fel ing 
but becauſe in all her life time ſhe didall things againſt 
reaſon and contrarie to all others, I knowe hareGbtle 
gone againſt the ſtreame, and muſt hind her vp the riuer, 
orels not at all. Sir Thomas; Moore (aythi, Men commit 
faulrs often, women onelie twiſe,that they neither ſpeak 
well,nor do well.C to (aid, all men rule their wines, wee 
rule all men, but our wives rule vs, One ſaith, 1s vxerem 
alienam omni amor turpis eſt | in ſuam antemnimius > For a 
wiſe man ſhould loue his wife by judgement, notby af- 
fection , Marcus Aurelius having diuers earneſt ſutersro 
marrie his daughter; Benotſoimportunate with mee, 
(aid hee) for if all the diſcretionot wiſe men werelaid 
togechec in one heap, it were not ſutficient ro giue good 
counſell to make one good marraige; and will yee that 
| alone giue mine aduiſe, & thar ſoquicklic? It is (quoth 
hee) (ixe yeares ſince Anthoninys Pius made choiſe of 
metobehis ſonneinlaw, andgave methe Empire with 
his daughter, and yer wee both were deceived; hefor 
chooling meto be his ſonne in law , and I for raking his 
daughter to my wife, Hee was called Pics, becauſe hee 
was verie pirifullto all but ro me, with whom hee was 
| FF: crucll 


cruell; for with a little leſnhee gaue men great tore of 
bones, which in few words is the gall and aloesthathy 
mingled with the pleaſures and delights of marriage! 
whichif we will fpeake the truth, we cannot ſo artifici. 
ally couer and diſguiſe with eloquent ſpeech , but wee 
muſt needes contelle, that if we will _ the ſorrowes 
and miſericsin apaire of ballance,with the pleaſures and 
delights,that thoſe will weigh downetheſe, I was (ſaith 
he) cight andthirtie yeeres without a wife , which ſee. 
med nor vnto me cight and thirty dayes; and (ixe yeares 
that I have beene maricd , ſeemeth to melixe hundred 

ecres: | 
? The Philoſophers ſaid , that nature had dealt vvorſe 
with men then with brute beaſts, forrothem (he hath 
given knowledge to auoyd their contrary, and enemie: 
| but ro man ſhe hath given a delire to ioyne with a vyos 
man, which is his contrary, whoſe malice is a ſwornees 
nemy tothe reafon of man, 

The old Romans hadacuſtome, when the wife was 
maried and brought home to her husbands houſe, they 
would (as ſhe entred into the gate) lift her vp fo high, 
that ſhe knocked her headagainſtthe vppermoſipart of 
the doore, that ſhe might remember alwaies, asſhews 
going foorth of the doore, her harme ,, whereby to be 
warned to keepe home, & not togad too much abroad, 
And this diſcouercth the malicious & frowardly diſpos 
fition of ſome women; rhat Socrates wite having ſuch 
husbard as all men admired for his vertue and wiſdgg 
yet ſhe made (o little account of him, that after ſhe hada 
longtime braved with him, (hee watched his going 
foorth, and ſtanding ina place right ouer the doore, ſhe 
poured a piſle-pot vpon his head: I thought (quoth heh 
after ſo preat thunder yye {hvuid haueraine, _— 
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| VVhen Pompey the great with his Armie into 
the Eaſt, he found a people called Maſlagetes ,, who had 
a law,that euery inhabitant ſhould haue two caues (be« 
cauſc in thoſe mountaines they had no houſes) in the 
one of them dwelt the husband, ſonnes, and men ſcr- 
uaunts : in the other, the wife, daughters, and maid fer-= 
vants. Their manner wasto exe together, andtofſlcepe 
oncea weeketogether , And wheathey were asked of 
Pompey what was the cauſe they liued' in this ſtrange 
ſort, contrary to allthe world beſides? They aunſwered 
him, Behold vs Pompey, how the Gods baue giuenvs bur 
aſhore life, that no man paſleththreeſcore yeeres at the 
moſt: and thoſe wee endeuour to live in-peace: if our 
wiucs ſhould dwell with vs, in kuiag we ſhould die: fac 
that wee ſhould paſle che nights in hearing their com» 
plaints, & the dayes in ſuffering their brawlings: where» 
as keeping the thus apart from vs,the ſonnes be br 
vp in more peace, and \ye auoyde the ynquictneſle 
killerhihe Fathers. X 

But though many evils be reported of marriage by 
the defects that be in ſome women, yet inthis they ſeem 
to be of a charitable and kind diſpoſition cowards theyr 
husbands; iftheyrnaturebe not altered, fr6thatit hath 
been intimes paſt, in that they will double theeuill of 
marriage tothemſelues , co deliver their husbandsfrom 
the one halfe: for rather then their husbands ſhall be 
troubled with wo wiues,, they will conſent tobetrous» 
bled with two husbands: as appearcth by this, example 
of the Matrons of Rome, ; Gels reporteth, that 
the old Romaines had a cuſtomie , that euery Senatour 
might bring one of his ſonnes ( vvhen they were little 
doycs) with them into the Senate-houſe,vmil they were 
ſcaucmecneycercesold , that they in theyr youth might 
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bee inftracted in marter of eſtate, 'and ſee the good 
order that was there obſcrued by their parents, there. 
by to bee the berterable to gouerne when they came 
ro. bee men: with charge neuerthelefle not to (| 
of any thing which they heard deliberated among 
the Senatours , It chaunced on a time the Scnate to 


ficte in counſell longer then their accuſtomed houre, ' 


conſulting vppon matters of great importance: where. 
pon, becauiethey could not then agree, they deferred 
their reſolution vnrill che next day, witch chargethate. 
uerie one inthe meane time ſhould vſcſtlence : whena 
yong litle boy being there that day, the ſon of Papyrine, 
oac of the principall families among the Romaines,was 
returned to his fathers houſe, hismorher deſirous to 
knowethe cauſe of the Senatours long litting , delired 
thelitle childetotell her what matter was debated inthe 
Senate : the boy retuling to tell her, and exculing him+ 
ſelfe vppon the commandement giuento keepe (ilence, 
ſhe was more delirous (as they ſay the maner of women 
x)ro knowe the matter,then betore: and when ſhe per- 
ceived that by no faire words nor promiſes ſhee could 
allure the boy ro diſcouer it, ſhe threatned to beat hirn : 
then the boy for feare of the rod, to ſatisfie his mothers 
wportunacic, madethisdevife: the matter (faid he)thar 
was in queſtion, and muſt bederermined ro morrowe 
wasthis: It ſeemed goudto manie of the Senators, as 
well for the common wealth, as forthe encreaſe of peo» 
ple, that euerie manſhould have two wines; bur others 
were of a contrarie opitfſon, and thought it more expe- 
dient that euerie woman ſhould haue two husbands, 
which matter ſhould be derermined thenext day , The 
mother beleeving her ſonne, was greatly perplexed,and 
aduertiſed preſently other matronsof Rome —_— 
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hadheard, that they might deviſe ſome-wyay to hinder 
the reſolution for men to haverwo wiues, andro bring 
| 10 paſſe rather that women might have rwo husbands, 

/ The matter was caried fo ſpeedily from one ro another, 

/ tharthenext day when the Senatours ſhould enterino 
the Senar-houſe, they found at the dore a great number 
of the principal matrons of Rome vpon their k 
made a verie earneſt petitionto them, thatthey \ 
not make fo vniuſt alawe, that a man ſhould have ewo 
wiues, but rather that a woman might haue rwo hus- 
bands, The Senarours knowing nothing of the mat- 
ter, werenot alitle amazed; and whenthey were ente- 
red into the Senate, one asked another what this 
ſtrange kinde of inciuilitie and ſhameleſneſle of their 
wiues ſhould meane ? But no man being able romake 
anie reaſon of the marter , thelinle boy ſecing them ſo 
confuſed , (ieppeth foorth , and told them openly how 
' the matter had paſſed , and that he was driuen for teare 
of firipes to deniſe this anſwere ro ſatishe his mother, 
The Senate commended the boy , and decreed: that 
none of their ſonnes ſhould enter any more into the 
Senate-houſe, but onelie this Papyrivs, leaſt their ſe- 
crets might bee diſcloſed by the importunacie of their 
mothers . Demo#thenes gane this counſell vato Corin- 
thus, that asked him with what conditions 'a Wife 
ought chieflic ro be furniſhed ?Beſure (ſaith hee) thar 
thy wife bee rich, thattheneceſsities ofthy life may bee 
ſupplyed , and the continuance of thine eſtate plenti- 
fully ſupported: let her benobliediſcended , theber- 
ter to miniſter to thy reputation, and bring honour 
tothy poſteritie: Ler her be young, that ſhee maythe 
derrer delight thee, and thou, finde no occaſion to 
thinke matiage loahſome: Ler her be ſairethe berree 
tg {yur 7 of 
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44% The fift booke' 
ro content: thy deſires, and containe thee from od 
thers: And let her bee verttous and wiſe, tothe end 
thou maiſt ſafelie commit thine eſtate to her gonerne. 
ment, For whoſoecuer taketh a wife without theſe con- 
ditions, is ſure to finde that he feareth, and faile of that 
which ſhould make the marriage happic. For of all acci- 
dents ordained to trouble the life of man, there can- 
nor be agreater infelicitic , then to bee euiil encountred 
in marriage. Hee taketh ſmall pleaſure of all that euer 
he hath beſides, that is wiued againſt his appetite. One 
being asked, who was a chaſt wife, anſwered, She that 
is not bold; that doth not evill when her husband of« 
fends her ; that may and will not; that hateth money, 
the dore,and the window ; that careth not for feaſts and 
bankets,tor dancing, nor to be curious in apparell ; that 
heareth no meſſages , nor receiucth letters nor pre» 
ſents from louers ; that will not go nor ſtand alone; that 
eſteemeth her husband, whe he be, aboucall 
others ; thar ſpinneth-, ſeweth, feareth God , and 
prayeth often and willingly to him ; that isthe laſt that 
{pcaketh , and the firſt that holdeth her peace : which 
made Propertis commend women of the elder time, 
thus: 
Non illis ſladium vulzo conquirere amantes, 
Wis ampla ſatis, forma, pudicitia : 

The old Romaines ſeemed not to thinke mariage a hap- 
ptecſtate , by a ſpeech vicd by Meteiiu the Oratour to 
perſwadethem to mariage; If we conld((aid be) be with 
out Wines, we ſhould then be all free ffom that trouble; 
but ſecing nature hath ſo ordered the matter , that wee 
cannot commodiouſle live with them, nor by any 
meaves without them , we muſt haue reſpeQtratherto 


the perperuall good, then tothe ſhort pleaſures, And 


What 
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what doth more vnquieta mansminde, then toftand in 
doubt , whether the children of whom hee beareththe 
name of their father be his or not? To this purpoſe I 
remember a pretie deviſe, reported by a credible Au- 
thour, that a woman madeto ſatishe her husband. This 
man vas ofthe Nobilitie, andofgreat poſleſsions, and 
marricda wife of the like eſtate, and beautifull withall, 
but not of the beſt fame, T his woman was delivered of 
a goodly boy, and as thee held him on a day in her 
armes , and percciuing her husband fit verie ſadly, as 
though nis minde were greatlietroubled, fetching 
ſighes; (he asked him what was the cauſe of this great 
enliueneſſe and (ighes? The husband ſighing againe, - 

pron (quoth hee) giue balfe my land that I wereas 
ccrtenly aſſured that this boy were mine,as he is known 
ro you to be yours, There ſhall not need(ſayd the wite, 
keeping her countenance with great ſobrietie) ſo great 
apricc,only giue me an hundred acres of medow wher- 
with to feed may cartell, and I will put you out of doubs 
of this matter : and when he had told her it vvas vnpoſsis 
ble, yet they agrecd to callincertaine Noblemen and 
Gentlemen to heare the bargaine, vvhich intheir pre- 
ſence being agreed vppon, ſhe holdingthe boy in hes 
armes, ſayd vntg her Lark , Is this boy in very deed 
mine? V'Vhen F afhrmed itto be (o, ſhe held foorth 
the boy in her armes co her husband : take him (ſayd 
ſhee) I giue him to you : now he is out of doubt yours, 
VVherewth all that vvcre preſent fell into a laughing, 
and gave ſentence vvich the vvife , condemning the 
husband, | 

Propertius (peaketh merrily of wemen thus: 

Sed vobis facile ef verba &.componere frandes, . 


Hoc vnum didicit f amina ſemper opus. 
femger ores Alphonſus 


The ft 
w' king of — accuſtomed roſay; 
that if a man will ſee a perfect & well ſorred mariage,the 


hasband muſt be deafe,and the wife blinde,that he may 
\ - 4 Hothearc her brawling, nor ſheſce her husbands wan. 
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ron toyes. V Vhen one admoniſhed hisfriend, that hee 
ſhould ſtay the marriage of his ſonne,vntil he were wile: 
Yee deceiue your (elfe (my friend , quoth he) for if hee 
once growe to be wiſe, he willnever marie, One hea. 
ring this preached; V Vhoſoeuer wil be ſaued muſt beare 
his Croſle, ranne to his wife and layd her vpon his ſhoul- 
ders, Philemon (ayd,thata wite is a neceſlaric & perperu- 
all evillto her husband, becauſethereis nothing more 
hard to be found in all the world then a good wite , fol- 
lowing the olde prouerbe: That a good wife , a good 
mule, and agood goare, are threenaughtic beaſts, The 
Iralians have aprouerbe ; Mal anni & mogiie, non mancan 
914i, Euill yeares and wiues neuer fayle, 

But ynough of this. It ſhall be good to be warned by 
olde Homers counſell , and not to rouch this ſtring too 
much, leaſt we plucke the houſe vpon our head, 

Talia, nate, loquens, hand multo tempore viues. 

Thus may we ſee how hard a matteritis, tofind 
out anie eſtate that is not ſubiectro infelicitic and mi- 
ſcrie: and if we ſhould peruſe the eſtate of peace which 
is delired of all men, and is a great bleſsing of God, 
We (hall hind, that the long continuance of that hap- 
pie eſtate, is manic times the cauſe of great infelici- 
tie, Such is the corruption of our nature, to turne 
that good which God {enderh to the benefite of menz 
to Qur owNeeuill and harme: which is by the Poet rru- 
lie athrmed; 

Nunc patimur longs pacss mala : {euior armis 

Luxuria incabuit, vittumque viciſcitur orbem, 

Philemon 


Philemon in his Comedie bringeth in a 
rriman that derided the Philoſophers , diſputing vp-+ 


pon their Summum bonum , one placing it inthis thing, | 
another in that, according to the diverlitie of theie 


conceits: Yee miſtakethe matter (quoth his homely: 
{cllow tothe Philoſophers): peace is the thing where» 
m the felicitie of man conliſteth : for nothing is bet- 
ter, nor mere delired or pleaſant, that God hath 
gjuen to-men}, then peace. Yet notwithſtauding we 
doe (ce thar-a long continued peace engendreth luxu- 
riouſneſſe and intemperance, whereof enſueth beaſllie 
drunkenneſle, and an infinitenumber of diſeaſes, both 
of bodie and minde, that belidesmanie trorments haſten 


mento their end: It encreaſerh riches, which bringeth. 


foorth coucrouſneſle, pride,vaine gloricand ambition z 
whereof enſueth vncharitable contention by lawe, and 
cffulion of innocent bloud by ciuill warres, tothe viter 
rvineand deſttyuction oftentimes of manic goodly king- 
_ domes and common-wealths: V Vhich was the cauſe 
that mooued Scipio to diſſwade the Romaines from the 
deſtruction of Carthage, leaſt by huing ſecurely in con- 
tinvall peace, without feare of any enemie , they ſhould 
at the length rurne their weapons to their owne bodies, 
which camecuen ſo to paſſe. Lodouicus Guicciardine in his 


deſcription of the lowe Countrie,, ſeemed to preſage- 


the tall of Antiverpe beforetheir ctuill warres beganne, 
by reaſon of their aboundance of riches (wherein they 
were thought r6 excecd all the townesinEurope) and 
Jaxuriouſnefle, and ſcouritte of life by their long peace; 
VVhich may bee a warning toother countries, that 
find themſelues drowned in the like vices, Cats ſayde, 
that luxuriouſneſle and couetouſnes were two plagues 


that overthrowe all great Empires, Cyprian _ 
| : " 
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fault with the corruption of his time by long peace; 
Idleneſle (faith he) and long peace hath corrupted the 
_ diſcipline delivered by the Apoſtles : euerie man laboy. 
reth toincreaſc his patrimonie, and is carried away with 
an inſatiable deſire ro augment his poſſeſsions, V Vhae 
would he haue ſayd of the coucrouſneſle and greedy de. 
fires of theſe dayes ? Manie examples may beproduted 
out of hiſtories , of the ouerthrowe of Cities and couns« 
tries by the vices gathered by long peace. Emſebiusre. 
porteth that the long peace and reſt which the Chriſti. 
ans cenioyed from the perſecution that was in the 
gouernment of the Emperour Awrelian, to theraigneof 
Diocleſian , was the cauſe that the Chriſtians maner of 
living beganne to be corrupred, fo as manie iniquities 
did growe preſently , and the former olde holinetle be« 

anne to decreaſe, and ſuch diſorders and diſſentions 
Gale to be mooned among the Biſhops and Prelates, 
that (as Enſcbizs ſaith) God ſuffered the preſecutionof 
Diocleſian to ſerue in place of reuenge and chaſtiſement 
of his Church, which was (o extreame and bloudie, and 
full of crucle, that neither is ir poſsible for a pennero 
write, nor tongue to pronounce it, So that whether we 
line inthe warres or in peace,cach of them hath in them 
their infelicitic: Et, 

Occidit ienaumus, dum pretia pace quieſcunt, 

Now it we it ould proſecute in a generalitie this dif- 
courſe of the miſeries of man, as we done of theit 
particular cftates, how manic kinds of paines andror- 
ments he ſuffereth m this life , and how manie wayes, & 
in what miſerable eftate he commeth by his death , we 
ſhouldrather lacke time then matterto writeof, Butto 
followethe courſethat we haue alreadic taken in ochet 
things; let vs of an infinite number of examples m 

ome 
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ſome fewe. VV hat paines and troubles men ſuffer in this 
lifein labouring to artainetotheir deſires, ſomething 
hath beene ſaid before, and moreſhall be ſaid hereafrer : 
Likewiſe what miſeries men have ſuffered by the wars, 
hath been touched alrezdie . Nowe reſteth ro ſpeake 
ſomething of rhe calamiries thar to men by 
diſeaſes, and accidents, and bringeth them ro their end: 
whereof we will recite ſome few examples of thoſe that 
be rare and ſomewhat ſtrang : Bur firſt we will adde one 
more to that which hath been ſpoken beforeof famine, 
s moſt miſerable plague, and horrible kind of death, one 
of the whippes and ſcourges where-with God vſcth ro 
=_ the {innes of men, Inthe fourth booke of the 
ings, mention is madeof a famine in Samaria in the 
time of Heliews, which was inall extremitic : and when 
all cheir victualles were conſumed, the mothers did cate 
their owne children; in ſo much that a poore woman 
made her complaint to the king (ſecing him vppon the 
walles) that a woman, her neighbour, would not per- 
forme a bargaine made betweene them , which was, 
that they ſhould cate her child firſt, which (ſaid ſhee vn- 
tothe king) I haue performed: for wee ſodde and eate 
my chiide, and ſhe preſently hath conueyed away her 
childe, and hath hidden him, that I ſhould nor eate 
my part of him : which when the king heard, his hearr 
vvas readie for griefe to breake and leape our of his 
bodice; and hee beganneto renthisgarments, and co- 
vcred his fleſh vvirh fack-cloth, ſaying: God make me 
ſo, and as follovverh in the Text; 

Credible Authours report , that in Conſtantino- 
ple there vvas a ſtrange kinde of peſtilence , in ſuch 
maner as thoſe which vvere ſicke therof thought them- 


clues to be kiiled by other men , and being _—_ 
vvit 


Star feare,died mad; ſuppoſing men 


Thutidides regorteth , that there was a corruption of thy - 


aire in Greece,that infinit numbers of people died with 
out finding anie remedie, anduch as recouered health, 
loſttheir memorie & kriowledge,foas one knew not a 
other, not the father bis child. Certaine ſouldiersthe 


were vnder the Lieutenant of the Emperour Aarcue fi. 


thonis, being in Seleucia, went intothe Churchof 4 
polio, where hoy opened a coffer, thinking to find ſom 
great treaſure , but the contagious aire that came foonh 
of it, firſt deftroyed a great part of the people of Baby 
lon: then it entred into Greece, & from thence toR ome, 
whereof enſued ſuch a peſtilence, that-irdeſtroyeday, 
partof the people . In Fraunce there was ſuch a diſcak 
at Aix, thatthe people would die cating and drinkin 
manie would fall into a frenzie and drowne themſehy 
in welles ; others would caſt themſelues out of th 
windowes, and breake their neckes + The morralitie 
-pgrowing of this diſcaſe was ſo great, that there wasno 
roome in the Church-yardes to buricthe dead :and'm& 
nic finding themſelues infected with his diſcaſe, being 
out of all hope of recouerie, would preſently ſowe them 
ſelues in ſheetes, looking when death would cometoſe 
peratethe ſoule fromthe body. Theſe were the whipps 
that God vſed ina generalitic for puniſhment of (1nne, 
Bur what ſhould wee ſpeake of diſeaſes, when Pline 
and others write, that in two thouſand yeares to theit 
time they haue diſconered aboue three hundred dif 
eaſes to which men are ſubieCt: wee may ſay with thi 
Poer ; 

Optima queque dies miſeris mortalibus eui, 

Prima fugit, ſubeunt morbi trifliſque ſenettus, 

Et labor, & dur « rapit inclementia mortis, y 


| 
| 


Of the Felicitie of man, 44 
-; Let vs deſcend to ſome particuler matter, which by 

nedto men, either by the ſecrete iudgement of 
God, or by ſome rare accidents, Popyel king of Polo- 
nia, a man of euill life, wouldoften wiſh that he mighe 
be deuoured of mice. Ar laſt, as he was ſitting at dinner 
banquetting and quaffing, acompany of great mice ſer 
vppon him, which came from the carkaſſes of his Vn- 
cles, whom he and the Queene his wiſe had killed with 
poyſon, Theſe mice in great heapes aſſaulted him, his 
wite and children, as they (ate at the table feaſting, and 
never left pnawing vpon them day and night , though 
his guard and ſouldiers did all they could to drive them 
away ; great fires were made, and the King, his wife and 
childrenplaced in the middeſt : yet notwithſtanding the 
mice rannethrough the fire, and fellro their gnawing a- 
gaine. Thenthey went into a (hip, and proued what the 
water would doe: the mice followed them, & gnawed 
continually vponthe ſhip. T he Mariners ſeeing them - 
ſelues in danger of drowning, the water comming inat 
the holes which the mice made, brought theſhippeto 
Land , where another company of mice joyned vvich 
theſe, and moleſted them more then before, VVhen his 
followers ſaw theſe things, perceiving it co be the judg- 
ment of God, they all fled. The king ſeeing himſelfeletr 
alone, and thoſe departed that ſhould detend him, he 
went vp into a high towre, but the mice climbed "Pp, & 
deuoured him, his wife, and histwo ſonnes. By which 


 appeareth, that there is no policie nor power to be v- 
ed againſt God, The Emperour Arno/phus was likewiſe 
eaten vp with lice, his Phititions beeing vnable to giue 
bim any remedic. Hatto Biſhop of Ments in Germanie, 
perceiving the poore people in great lacke of vidtuals 


dy che ſcarcitic of Corne, gathered a great many of 
G 8, them 


© The fift booke 
them together , and (hutthem into a barne, and burne 
them, ſaying : That they differed little frommicethar 
conſumed corne, and vere profitable to nothing , Buy 
God left not ſo great a cruckie vnreuenged/;>for hee 
made mice allaule him in great heapes, which neuer 
left gnavwing vpon him night nor day: hee fledde intoq | 

rower Which was in the middeſt of thegiver of Rh 

(which to this day is called the tower of mice, of t 
event) ſuppoling bs ſhould be ſafe from them inthe 
middeſt of the river : But an 4nnumerable companiegd 
mice [wamme ouer the river to cxecutethe ju egy 
ment of God,and devoured him, The like happenedtg 
a Biſhop of Strasbrough , who was alſo deuoured with 
mice. V Vhen Harra/dking of Denmarke made war vps 
on Harquinus, and was readie to ioyne battell, there wa 
adart ſcenc intheayre flying this way, and that way, & 
though. ſought vppon whom to aliglic, And whenal 
men ſtvode wondering what waptd become of thi 
ſtrange matter, every man fearingghimſeite at laſt the 
dart fell vppon Harquinus hgad andilew him. An Italian 
gentleman being vniuſtly condemned to die (as it Ws 
thought) by Pope Clement the fiſt, at the requeſt of 
Philip che faire, king of Fraunce, ſecing them both out 
of a windowe, (peaketh to them alor'de in this ſort: 
Thou cruell Clement , for as much as there is no Tudge 
inthe world before whom a man may appeale fromeha 
vniuſt ſentence, which thou haſt pronuunced again 
me; I appeale from thee as from an vniuſt ludge, to the 
oſt ludge leſus Chriſt, before whom [ ſummon theez 
and likewile thee king Philip(atwhole {ute thou baſtgk 
uen indgement of death vpon me) within one yearetd 
appeare beſorethe Tribunall ſcat of God, where I (hal 
plead my cauſe , which ſhall be decermined without co- 
uctouſnelle, 


Of the Felicitie of man; 451 
verouſneſſe, or any otherpaſsion, #s yee have done? Te 
chaunced that abuut the ende of the time by him pre- 
fixed, both the Pope and the king dyed. The like happe- 
ned to Ferdinando the fourth king of Caſtile; whopur- 
ting to death two knights, rather chrough angerrhen ju- 
ſtice , whoſe fauour could not bee vbrained neither by 
weeping and lamenting, nor by any petitions, they 
ſummoned the king to appeare before the Tribunall 
ſeate of Chriſt within thirtie dayes; thelaſtof whichthe 
king dyed . A Capraine likewiſe of the Gallies of the 
Genowayes tooke a veſſell, the Capraine whereof never 
did harme tothe Genowayes,yet tor the hatred that the 
Captaine of the Genowayes did beare to his Nation,he 
commaunded him to be hanged : And when no periti- 
ons nor prayers would be heard, norexcuſes allowed, 
nor any mercie would be found , hee ſajde to this cruel 
Capraine, that hee did appeale ro Godthat puniſheth 
the vniuſt : and ſummoned him to appeare at a certaine 
day appointed, to render account before God ofthe 
wrong he had done him: the very ſame day that he - 4 
pointed, the Captaine of the Genowayes dyed; & of like 
went to yeeld his account. A ſtrange example likewiſe 
by a falſe accuſation of an Archbiſhop of Menez called 
Henrie: this man was indued with many vertues , and 
had great care of his flocke, and would puniſh ſeuerely 
publike (inners, which procured the hatred of manie 
wicked perſons, who accuſed himto the Pope,as a man 
inſufficient for his charge ; laying many faults againſt 
him : the Pope holding a good opinion of the Biſhop, 
aduertiſed him of it, who to purge himſelfe, and to de- 
Care his innocency , made choyſe among all his friends 
of one Arnaud, whom he loued dearely , and aduanced 
to many dignities, to goto Rome, This man being rich, 
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——_—_ depriue his Maiſter, & to occupie his place, 1 


ewo wicked Cardinals, with a great ſumegf 
money to fauour his practiſe. V Vhen he cameto aun; 
ſwere for bis Maiſter, he confeſſed how much bound he 
vvasto him, yet he was more boundto GOD,, andts 
thetruth, then ro men, and ſaid that the accuſations laig 
againſt the Biſhop vvere true: By meanes whereof , the 


Pope ſent the twocorrupted Cardinalsto heare and de. 


termine the Biſhops cauſe : vvhen they came into Ger 
manie, they ſent for the Archbiſhop, and vpon rr 
of his cauſe, deprived him of his dignitics, and plac 
Arnaud in bisroome., The Biſhop beeing preſent at the 
ſentence; GOD knoweth (ſaid he) that I am vniuſtly 
condemned, yer I will not appeale heere from your ſens 
tence, becauſe I know that-ye ſhall ſooner be belicued 
in your lying, then I in ſpeaking the truth : and thers 
fore | receiue this iundgement for my ſinnes : Neverths 
leſſe I appeale from your ſemence tothe crernall [ 
which is Chriſt , before whom I ſummon you, The 
Cardinals fell into a laughing , and mocking him , ſad, 


Thar it he would goe before , they would follow, ht 


happened that the Biſhop having withdrawne him 
intoa Monaſterie, died within a yeere and a halfe after, 


whereof when the Cardinals heard,they were jn a greet | 


iollicie, and in a (cofting manner ſaid one to another,that 
they muſt goe ſeeke the Archbiſhop. V Vithin few dais 
after, one of the Cardinals had ſuch a blow by one df 
hisown people, that histripes and puddings went fonh 
at his lower parts, & he died , Theother Cardioall grit 


ding bis teeth,cate his owne hands, and dyed mad, 4 
” 


for his crueltie and ſeditions which he maintained 


among the people, was ſo hated of all men, that becing 
alaulted one day in a Monaſterie, hee was there hw 
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andhis bodie caft {hohocentben ch wh lay 
three dayes, all the people boctreahdpowlan) ing 
all manacr of cruclties and deſpites'vppon is, Lacie 
notorious blaſphemer of Chrift his-divinitie;,' was'de- 
uourcd withdogges . 4rrize had alſo a wonderfull end, 
for as he was comming t e withrliePrelares, -he 
fell into ſuch a looſenelle of bellie ; thatheauoyded ix 
guts and bowels, The deahof crmerttigeteuenth! 
of Fraunce,was alſo ſomethi for as 
bolding renniſle players bis wife," intoagocan 
talkehe ſaide, thathee h 


hoped ro doe nothing hereafter 
that ſhould offend God; which words were noſoonet 
out of his mouth, but he tell downe bepheriatich 
gaiſhinga few boures, hedyedinthefame 
argucththe miſerable condition of men that's | 
king when he leaſt thought vpon death, cry manie 
goodly houſes and buildings, ended hislife ſuddenly'in 
the moſt vile and filchie place of all his Caſtle where 
then vſed to make water, Andthemannerofthedeath 
was very rare that! Atteriue Rufes ,' a Romaine knigt 
ſuffered , This man dreamed or was warnedby a viſion, 
that when the Gladiators or Feneers exerciſed theie 
arte arSyracula (as the manner then was)tokill one-ang 
other withtheir naked ſwords, hee ſhould be\{|aineby 
one Retiarine, a manto him enkoownd? which dreame 
he declared the next day to themrthat ſate by himzro be- 
hold this fighc, orpaſiime, This &etiarive chaunced rs 
be brought inplacewith one eHirmiillo, whoſe face'as 
ohe as Atreriar beheld, he rold chem rhat thiswas the 
man that he' dreamed! thould kill him; and roſe'vp - mv 
(ently meaning, co depart: burbeingperſwaded by 

that ſate by him, hee ſtayed: As rhe rwo men were figh- 


ting, Revfuriia chanceiÞt> drjue Airmilotoche i 
Gg3 where 


a 


—— ow to conlider ofthe miſcrableendd 
men by two comracie palsions;/ſuddzine forrow & ſud, | 
s Dow Pedro, Den Tobn, ;havin gthe gonemmeny 
of af Lingdome ot Caſtile in dlnanzest the 
king their Nephew , made warres vpponthe Mooreay | 
Grenaa; and as they returned homeward in goodog, 
der, Don Pedro being inthe voward, and Don [o#nin 
rereward , the Moors ptcaſed fo-hard vpon Dow Toby, 
that he was faine to ſend 10 Den Prdreto returne to hig 
aide. He baſtening to aſsit Dow Fohn, could by no meany 
make his (ouldiers follow him: & drawing his he fwrordy 
ſtrike fome of them, thinking chereby ro maket 
moreobedient , hewas ſo —_— to: Gin hecould nat. 
helpe Daw Jobn, that he fell downe dead from his nw. 
which when Don Jobs heard, that was valiantly 
with the Moores, he concejue&ſuch gticfcythat 
down ſpeechleſle, his ſtrength my & dyed wiching 
licle while after , Herennize a Sicilian, as he was leddeto 
priſon for being partaker of aconſpiracie, was (o pets 
through fcare of the future iudgement,charheld. 
downe deadat theentrieinto the priſon, Pladtive tooks 
ing vponhis dead wiſe, caſthim(atevpon herdeadbey 
die, and with veric ſorrowe dyed. Thelikeh ts 
2French-gentleman, the ſonne of Gilbert of 
Ger, whowent ro Pozzucha, to vilite his fathers onde 
and being ouercome' with extreame ſorrow. after:ha 
had ſhed aboundance of teares, he fell duwne dead vp 
the ſepulcher.. T his is no-leſſe-ficatige, that joy 
ods the ſamecfieQ and ſuch as ſorrow couldn 


kill, ſuddaine ivy bath diſpatched; Amononheaing 


uk 
y 
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o/the +6 F | 5, 
ggreat ſlaughter ofthe Romaines ;/by owe 
a the bartelt of Thraſymeno , where her ſonne ſetued 
za ſouldier, meeting him at the gate vnlooked for, fell - 
downedead in his armes, as ſhee was embracing him, 
Another woman, hearing a falſe report,” and 
COACINCRn as ſoone as ſhe ſaw him, jon 
ently , Philemon certaine figges gathered for 
im, & being ſer within his ſight, an Aſſe:came tothem 
willed a boy todrive away the 


and rocate: hew 
Aſſe, who went ſo ſlowly that he had eaten allthe figges 
before the boy came : Becauſe thou haſt maderic 
haſt (ſaid Philemon) giuethe Aſſe wine alſo, wherewith 
he fell into ſuch a laughter, that hedyed forchwith, Dis- 


4 and Chiles, hearing that their children had wonne 
eprize ar the of Olyr a ſo hearti-' 
ly for joy, that chey dyed in arly. Ot late yeares Si- 
vnder the 


"& hauing the _uy_ of cerraine: 
eat Turke, ſecing his ſonne reſtored to him againe, 
that was taken priſoner by the Chriſtians, dyed with ex- 
treame oy, «the firſt ſighrof him, * 
But that the miſerable conditions 'of men' may bee 
ſeene, as wall by the e oftheir death ,'asby 
the infinirertroubles of theic life, we will alleage afewe 
examples more (forto proſecute it arthe full, "would 
containe a great volume) of the ſeueritie orcruckythar - 
hath becne vſed ina ſtrange ſort. The Tranſyluanians- 
having taken certainerebels with their Captaine; made; . 
them faſt three dayes, & then maderthem catexheir Cap-- 
taine halfe coaſted, & afterward hizbawelsſodde, before 
they put themrodeath , There wenaiumen for ſomg's 
notorious fat condemned and iudy this deathy 
they were (et aliue intorhe groundaltfan : 
aboue, in OR ny. nd (ace 
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MEAS 


: WU cha ſort;vmeill they miſerably 
their lives. An-Italian gentleman bauing the vpper 


of his enemy, EN ALA ETE Co SEOEY 


led himto denie God ; which whenthe other bad dong. 
- hope of life, he thruſt his ſword thorough bim, ſays 

will now killthee body and ſoule. Certaine [talil 
ns were ſent from a free ſtate, in Embaſſage to the Duke 
of Moſcouia,and as one of them kept his cappevpon his: 
head in thepreſence of the Duke, he becing therewith: 


offended, cauſed anayletro be driven chorough mY 


into his head. 
Luditin humans diains catuntis vhs) 
, Etcertam preſens vix habet hors fidem, n 
TheEmperouruMarcas Anrelins, meditating vppom 
the miſerable condition of men,ſpakeinthis ſort 21] have? 
| imagined with my ſelfe whether it were poſsibleto find! 
any eſtate, any age, any country,any kingdome, where 


any man might be found, that durſt vaunt he had notin 


his life taſted what manner of thihg aduerſe: fortuneis*: 
And if ſuch a one might be found, it would be ſuch an; 
vgly monſter, that both thequicke and the dead would 
delireto ſee him. Then heconcludeth, In the end of my 
reckoning, I have found that he which was yeſterday! 


rich, is to. day poore: he that vvas yeſterday whole; /isto) | 


day ſicke; he that yeſterday laughed, roday I haue ſeene: 
him weepe ; , he thar was yeſterday in proſperitie, ro day' 
I haue ſcenc him in aduerlitic, he that yeſterday liued,' 
I have ſcene him by and by in his grauc, if 

Saint Aegaſtine cntring deepely into the conlidermis 
on of the miſerable condition of men, and wondering at 
their infclicitie,maketh thus his coplaint to God : Lord, 
aſter men haue ſuffered ſo many euill things, mercileſle: 
_ death followerh,and carricththemaway in divers mans" 
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ners : fome it byf 
c, ſome by hunger, othersby fomeby fire;c 
hers by warer , ſome by rhe ſword; ottrers bypoyſon;” 
ſome thorough feare, others are ſtifled, ſome torne in 
peeces by the teerh of vvilde beaſtes,” orhery are pecke- 
with the foules of the ayre; ſomeure tnade ment forthe 
fiſhes, others for wormes, and yerman knoweth horhis 
end, And whenhee goeth about to'aſpirehigher\,' he. 
fallechdowae and perriſheth : Andthis is the moſt fear- 
full thing of all fearefullthings,'the moſtterrible of all 
terrible things, whenthe ſoulemuſtbeſeparated from! 
the' bodie , And vvhat'a miſerable ſight isirto ſee one 
lying inthe pangs of death, and how lothſome whenhe' 

15s dead ? | 

.. And then followeththedreadfull Jay of judgement, 
when cuery one muſt yeeldaccountof his life paſt, This: 
is the time when Monarks & Princes muſt giveaccount, 
whether they haue layd intollerable exattions'vppon 
their ſubieAs, and been the cauſe of theeffulion of inno-<' 
cent blood to teede their ambitious humors, Thigisthes 
timevvhenthe Paſtours and Prelats _—_ vpa'reck-/ 
ning of theyr flocke; and with'what doctrine! good” or* 
badde they haue fedde-them , This is'the' time vvhen! 
—_— muſt yeelde an ET oy "road 
that ſtand vpon buying and'ſelline; forthe the 
have vſed prayed bs Heir ares ilon caſe is hard'if it 
be truethe Poet Gr : bo Ferry | 


Periarata ſuo poſiponit numina latro' i& 2 Fan 
Mercator, Stygiis non nifi dignus uquir, ' * > 


This is the time; vvhen Lawyers will tremble hovve 
to aunſyvere the amaning-oivyrgode! Clyenrs x10 


Fern Le rr, oe ys ro 


Þ 1 me wr. wer time that: 


Magiſtrates and Judges muft- be called to a reckning, 
whether they have adminiſtred iuſtice'vprightly and in«: 
differently, without ſauour or corwption, Thisisthe 
time whenmen of warre muſt aunſwer for their # | 
and rapines, and intollerable and cruelties vſed 
vpon eueryſexeand age that Chriſt died for, aswell as. 
for them, This is thetimethat coucrous men and Vſu-: 
rers muſt yeeld an account for their rapines arid oppreſ-! 
ſions, and for the vadooing of infinite numbers to'en- 
rich themſelues, with their excefsiue and volawfullince-! 
reſt and gaines, bis $28 
This is the time that V Viddowes and Orphines, and 
other afflited-people will cry out, and preſent-theyr 
complaints before GOD, ofthe iniuſtice and wrongs 
they haueſuſtained and ſuffered. This is thetime when/ 
the wicked ſhall ſay (quaking and trembling for feare;' 
and repenting too late; ) Looke howe- yonder folkes,: 
which wee had heeretofore in contempt , as baſe per-: 
ſons, and of none account in reſpe& of our ſelues, are: 
now exalted in the ſight of GOD; and are accounted! 
among the Saines,/ - + SElye 41m iid oaotlt 
- Thisis thetime (faith Saint Hierome) when they that 
ſtat & Raramer, (hall be more happy then the eloquene;' 
And many ſheepheards and heardmen, ſhall be po” 
red before Philoſophers; many poore begpers before 
rich Princesand-Monarks ; many ſimple & groſſe heads, 
beforethe ſubtilland fine witted,: -- 03 
Then ſhall the fooles and inſenſible perſons (fayth 
Saint Augaſtive) take hold vppon heauen, and the: wiſe 
— Wihtheyr wikedomeſhall fall downeinto hell ,"yvbere: 
p7 i5 
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not finder, For defneno ie, and eh hall li 
Theſe miſeries, to which menare ſubieQ, madethe 
Prophet Eſay ſorry, that hee was nor —_ 
did hold him vp, and com laine: vpon-” 

gave him fucks: The Propher ſeremieniioc 

conceived in (inne, borne with paine, Srnocn 
made apray for \wormes and , wiſhed that his 
wombefor aroombe. 

: \!The conſideration ofthe miſerable eſſtevf this life, 
weepeand lamentarthe birth oftheir chiltiren; ano. 
rejoycowhen they died';//But'the 
on, For beeing\demaunded of the Ty the Tyrant'E 
why he wepv/ſo bitterly for the death of & 
o:this aunſweredy Þvve 
ther) becruſerhe Philoſopher died; but 

err pr eats yarn! 
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fromthem/ Mis 262 

in bis Mothers wombe z and nivemure runphery pgs 
like ſpicit, conſidering that man's formed-of thd-oin 
mothers belly bad ſerued Jum raSepuche, and\her 
brovghrinacuſtome- the people of Thracjato 
ſthenes; diſconered hisconceit 

beeing {6-fir ermarcſarsPhlalopdarns wemey 
veſt; beeing a cuſtome in the ſehoolex of of Ahmet 
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of life, andcan finde nothii inthem worthy to be cal. 


led Felicitie , nor aunſwerable tothe thing which thaz 
wotrd-ſcemeth to purport, but rather that they all defeQ 
ſo much from felicitic,that they deelineto infelicitieand 
miſerie. -Ler vs doe (yet with a better, minde) as many 
now adayes vſcto doe in matters of greater 
the more is theyr iniquitie , when their obſtinacie vvill 
not ETOIIROTIY theyr. opinion tothe words and 
meaning of the authoritie they alleage, they will wreaft 
and apply the words to theyropinion :Solet vs vie ſome 
forcerothe word, and wreſt it from his propper (ignifi- 
| 


cation , andapply it tothe matter, and ie happt> 
nelle of life 5 Felicitie ,vvhich aman- hath poſsibilitie w 
attayne : | and ſetre downe. juch a Felicitie as-agreeth 
vviththe condition of men, and as hath been and is cn» 
toycd of ſome. | 


o 


| Fort trogUnceiue by imagination ſuch a felicitic ; as is 


Platthis Common-vycalrh,, or;Cxrohis Oratour, that 
neuer Was, nor will be; or ſuch a felicitic as Ariſfotle (er- 
teth ſoorth, vuhich no man can attaineto, ſeruerhi not 
thispurpoſe,, -For to (ctte vp a marke (o farre beyond 
mans xecach, that hee cannox ſhoore peere it; willrather 
diſcourage then cocourage him; tozaketbisbowe in his 
hand,-and to make any attempt, vyhen-he (ceth his las 
bour loſt betore hee beginne: Soto faine, or ſet vp as 


marke, for,men todirectthecourſe of theyr life ro, ſuch: 


a {elicitieas,geucr any man hacby nor by poſkibility.can 
Kaine,” is twcQqtime! of leaue them in.theyr. eroni 
oisofinion, embracing ſome other thing, fortheeriute 
feliciuethey ought to. ſeckeatter; but when they ſee be4 
toxe thaiheyey(uch a (elicity,asis withiatherr reach,men 
wall cheerefully vietheir endeuour to attaine49 it,- pls 
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Of the Felicitie of man. 
And though it happen burto fevv,to enioy this 
tieinthe higheſt degree, yer in beſtowing their labour 
with hope fully to poſſeſſe the ſame, they ſhall come 
neare it, and flye further from thoſe things, which by 
miſtaking hath brought many to infelicitie. For in a 
game he that winneth the ſecond or third prize, depar- 
tcth vitoriouſly, though he could not winnethebeſt, 

E# quoddam prodivre tenus, fi non datur witre: 


VVe haue ſhewed before that the true felicitie of man, 
or his ſoueraigne good, is enioyed inthe life ro come 
and that there is no eftate of this worldly life voydeof 
troubles and calamities , For as there is noſea without 
wauecs , no moreis there any kind of life withourtrou- 
ble: So that we muſt be driuen to call that life felicitie,; 
which hath in it leaſt miſeries, and himro be happie, 
that feeleth leaſt troubles and calamities, and beſt bea- 
reth them, For there was neuer any man to whom ſome 
thing either hath not hapened, or may to make 
himrſometimes ſorrowfull , But hethat maketh leaſt ac- 
count of it, is wiſe and happie,as one ſayth : Har eft exims 
mortalinm fe licitas, dolere quam fieri poteft rariſuime . For 
this isthe felicitieof men, tofecle ſorrow as ſeldome as 
may be. Socrates anſwered one thar asked-him., howa 
man might feele litle forrow,that there wasno man that 
dwelt in towne or countrie,or conuerſed with men,bur 
he ſhould ſometimes be ſad. The beſt way to auoydethe 
occaſionof ſadneſſeis to live well : but ro be ſorrowfull 
before there be cauſe, and to fearecuill things ro come 
beforethey happen, is meere fooliſhneſſe; For wharne- 
ceſsitie istheret@ haſten or call cuill things, andantici- 
_ that we muſt ſuffer roo ſoone,, whenſocuerthey 

2ppen? andto looſe the preſenttime withthe —_— 
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that is tocome? Iris 

ſelfe vahappy now, becauſerhe time will come heeſhall 
be vnhappy : and the chings that+many times occaſio- 
* neth vs to be ſorrowfull, are ecyther not cuill , burano« 
pinion onely, or elſe no great euill, 

Socrates was wontto ſay, that if all cuill things were 
layd rogether ina heape, & every man ſhould rake a 
apart, there is none bur would rhinke, that his owne 
euils werelefſe then that portion which hee did beare, 
Andinrruth, a man ſhall ſomerimes receine morecom- 
fortin fadneſſe, of them that be in calamitie, then of 


them thatbe merry : For it he con(ider and compare his | 


owneevils with rhoſe of others, he ſhallfind that tobe 
little which he ſuffereth, in reſpeQ of chart which othery 
endure. And nothing bringeth greater ſorrow to the 
minde, thenthelofſe of rhe thing deerely loued: and 
though many men winne opinion of wiſedom; becauſe 
they (cemenot to be grieued with the lacke or loſle of 
thar, for the which we ſce others rormemeed with great 
ſorrowand anguiſhof mind; yer if the ſame men were 
rouched with any thing that they did ſtrongly afteCt, we 
ſhould ſce that humaine wiſedom were not able ro make 
ſufficiencreſiſtance,For in ſuch caſes, our afteciions and 
reaſons contendtogerher: and it reaſon be ſtrongerin 
vs, then the affettionrchac mooueth rhe minde , reaſon 
prevaileth, and ouercommerh the other: Bur ifthe af: 
feCtion be ſtronger then his reaſon, rhen it preuailerhy 
and reaſon yeeldeth . And themoreneerethey beins 
qualitie,, the more vehementlyrhey conrend toger 
andrhe longer endureth the conflict beforethe vi 

be wonne, Like as two wreſtlers, the ſtronger ouer- 
throwerh the weaker, except hee be aſsiſted by skill, So 
naturally happencth  berweene affeQions and reaſon, 
of 


eſſe for a man to make him. 
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the Felicitie of ma#, 
or wiſedome , Foy os nger,it the! 

mooued be ſtricken intheright vaine, and dooth com- 
monly makerea(on giueplace, exceptitbe afiſted-with 
Gods graceaboue our owne ſtrengrh..-'-- | SIT 


AFt# ST 
It is a hard matter torefraine-from pleaſures thatde- Ariſtotle. 


light and ticklethe ſences, yetit is more hardtoreliſt & 
endure things painfull and grievous, But-we muſt con- 
tend neuettheleſle, and endeuont:with-our reaſon; and 
wiſedome, againſt our vnruly affeCtions;and callto God 
for the alsiſtance of his holy Spirit, For towhar purpoſe 
ſerueth our wiſedome, our learning, ourknowledge & 
experience, and obſeruation of the: ordinary.couriceof 
worldly matters, .it wee apply not the ſame to-ourowne 
bcnefic ? AsthePoet ſaith: | 


Lid inuat humanos ſcire atque enoluere caſus, 


S4 fugiendafacys, & facienaa fugu 2. _. | 


But-ſceing that by the fall of our hrſt:-Parents-vvec'/are 
drowned in (inne and iniquitie, and our-natureis ſocor- 
rmpted, that we candoenothing of ourſelues, nor de- 
ſeruc any thing that is good; nor haveany meanesto £+ 
(ceperhe tormencs of theliferocome; andybecalamiries 
of this preſerit life, whichiis extreame miſcrie,norenio 
the pleaſures of the heauenlic life,, nor:the quierneſle 
and yacancie-of trouble in this life, without the ſpeciall. 
grace and free gift of Almightie GO D,-through the 
merits of his bcloued Sonne Teſus Chriſt-our Redee- 
mer ; we muſt confeſſearid acknowledge;that both the 
felicitie we ſeeke for in this life, and the beatitude and 
Sammum bonumin the life to come, depeadeth wholy 
vwpon G OD, and commeth from him: ſo that vvee 
may call the Felicitic of this world, the as 
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of afairhfull mind in a godly lifeand death, which com: 
meth by the toying of Gods benefits and graces, And 


although all good things that can happen to vs come 
from God, yet wee muſt beſtow our endeuour, and vſe 
thoſe meanes which hee hath giuen vs, ro make our 
ſelaes capable of them, and tudiſpoſe them to the artai- 
ning of happiclite, | 
Sceing rhetefore that our endeuour and labour jg 
requiliteto felicitie, let vs ſce how andto what end we 
ought ro beſtow the ſame, that we may enioy it, There 
aretwo ſorts of ends, ſome are precedent, ſome ſubſe. 
quent, ſomethelaſt ends, to which when we hauveat. 
tayned, we reſt (cried and contented , and proceede 
no further: others are degrees tothe laſt ends, As for 
example. A merchant buiideth aſhipto the end to ſaile 
ouer the ſcato ſucha port, to tranſport his wares; hee 
tranſporteth his vvares to (ellrhem, to make money 
to buy other commodities; that hee doth to ſellthem 
to his gaine: this he doth to gather riches; hee gathe- 
reth richesto build houſes, or to buy land, or toliuein 
pleaſure, orto win honour &reputation,or ſuch like : & 
thus being come to the laſt end of his labour, for which 
all thereſt were vndertaken, hereſteth ſerled, & ſeeketh 
no further . Even ſo atl mens deſires and labovurs aread- 
dreſſed from one end to another, hoping at laſt fora 
contented and happie life . But becauſe manie vndet- 
ſtand nor wherein fclicitie conliſteth, northe way toit; 
others take the inſtruments for the thing it ſelfe : fewe 
attaine to the cade of their delires . 'Firſt therefore, 
when we knowe what the felicitie isto which we may 
attaine , vvee mult ſubmir our ſelues to the will and 
pleaſure of God , from vvhom all good things doe 
proccede, and with all humilitic delire him to blefle 
| ouſ 
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Of the Felicitie of man. 
our labours , and beftowe 'vpporvsthoſe his 
and graces (with condition neuertheleſle; if t be his wil, 
for he onely knoweth what is beſt for vs)thar are neceſ- 
farie to happineſſeof life , Then we muſt ſer beforeour 
eyes Felicitic, as a marke to which wee muſt direQ 
the courſe of our life ; wherein we muſt haue acominu- 
all reſpeQt to the trve felicity and 'beatirude , or Sum 
Warm bonum of men; that is,to gloritieand magnifie God 
inthis life, as hath beene ſaid, which is his laſt end and 
proper ation, whereunto is joynedthe 4 ore heauen 
in the life ro come, without which our life here, is meere 
infelicitie, how plealing ſo ever itbe, Tothis end, which 
iz our proper action and true felicitie, we muſt alwaies 
have a ſpeciall regard: For in everie nature, the end 
muſt bee common to all of that kind . Bur that wee 
commonly call felicirie or happineſſe inthislife , is ra- 
ther ſo by name then indeed: for this life is but apilgri- 
mage and way to that common end and true felicitic 
of men, which through their owne faultes, ſome ouer- 
come with great troubles and labour (as they that nor 
knowing the right way,or not willing to follow it)paſſe 
ouer mountaines and rockes with much wearineſle ; 0- 
thers, better aduiſed, that followe the right path, walke 
quietly, as in a plaine ſmooth ground , and cometo the 
end of their journey vvithout any great paines: &there- 
in reſterh our indeuour, to makechoiſe (as much as in 
vs lyeth) of the imooth way , and auoide the rough and 
ſtonie paſſage,that vve may comerothe end of our jour- 
ney vvith lefſe tronble and vnquierneſſe, But ler vs (ce 
what manner of felicirie or happineſlethat is, vvhich de- 
penderh vpon Gods benehirs and graces, and may be en- 
ioyed in this life; and hovy farrethoſe graces muſt ex- 


tendio make vs happic. 
Hh, Seeing 
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4.66 The fife booke 
Seeing this felicitie commeth from God, the author 
of all good thinges , and goodnefle it ſelte, andisfo 
much deſired of all men, it muſt needs bee ſome one 
goodthing, wherein it doth conſiſt, or many. And for 
as much as it concerneth both the bodic and ſouleoy 
mind; (things of a contrarie condition) it muſt be more 
then one thing, 4riftoile ſaith , of cuill things a lite 
will do a great dealc of harme : but to doalittle good, 
requireth a great manic, or agreat quantitic of good 
things. So wee may ſay of this matter, that _— 
foorth ſuch an cfeQ as is felicitie, (the greateſt g 
thing that happeneth to men in this world) manie 
good things are requilite. The things (after Guewar- 
74) that cannot bee bought with treaſure, nor canad» 
mit compariſon with: any other things, are , the Li- 
bertic we haue , the Knowledge welearne, the Heakh 
weeenioy, and the Vertueforthe which wee deſerue 
commendation: for Liberticlighteth the hart ; Knows 
ledge enrichecth the vnderſtanding ; Health preſer» 
ucth our life; and Vertue is the glorie of the ſoule: All 
which areſo much the more precious , as they arethe 
tue figures and fore-ranners of Gods grace, to ſuch 
as it pleaſeth him to eſteeme and chooſe. Let vs ext 
mine ſome of the good things which God hath db 
uerſlic diſtributed among men: to ſome hee hath gi- 
uen acontinuall health and: libertic of bodie: to others 
he hath giuen a light hart and merrie diſpoſition of 
mind: to Wo , an inclination to this or that vertue: th 
others, acontempt of worldlic riches and honours: 0 
ſome, aquiet mind and voyd of perturbations and paſt» 
ons: to others, iudgement to di{cerne betweenethings 
goodinſhew,and thoſerthat bee good indeed: to ſome 
an inclination or apt diſpolition to make choiſc of the 
| one 


Of the Fellcitle of man. 
oneand refuſe the orhey: ro others; 2 
croubles - ro ſome; patience ro bearea{fliRiic 
ſes, if anie happen, ſo as they ſeemeroverifierhe Pos 
v2 | ; «v5 2534; 


ers ſaying z | A x 9d 
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Toothers he hath giuen acomperent portion;and ſuffi- 
ciencie of worldly wealth to maintaine their cſtate, and 
toſerue their neceſlarie vie, and ſuch orher like things; 
Now if all theſe good things did concurre together in 
one man, with the remiſsion ofhis finnes;, which isthe 
greateſt good thax can be enioyedin thisworld ,' with- 
out which bearirude cannot be obrained, who would 
denic him to be happic ? For hee in whom theſerhin 
doe meecte together, liveth a pleaſant and contented i 
and maketh a godly and quiet end: and whofocuer lea 
deth continuallic a contented life , and dieth in the 
fauour of God, hee is in perfeQt felicitie , But manie 
that liue quietly ſeeme ro liue contentedlic ,'when in- 
deed, iftheir minds were knowne; they may be ſaid ra» 
ther ro liue patientlie; becauſe they want-the meanes 
to have that they would , they ſeeme content with that 
they have, This fault is common to all men , that c- 
uerie one [iketh another mans eſtate better then his 
owne, as the Poct wiſclie noteth when hee asketh this 
queſtion: 

ui fit M ecenas, ut nemo quam _— 

Seuratio dederit, ſeu ſors obtecevit, ills 

Contentus vinat ? laudet dintrſa ſequentes ? 
Hee anſwereth himſelfe afterward with' an ape pro- 
uerbe : 

Optat ephippia bos pier, optat arare caballus : | 

ut he no hn , delireth- no more then 


that he hath,nur wold a - = eſtate with any man: 
2 but 
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but wheather any fuch man maybe found in this valeof 
miſcrie , vvhoſe picaling and contented lite is not inter. 
rupted with ſome diſpleaſures & ouerthwarr accidents, 
may greatly be doubted , Homer, duly conlidering the 
mwiſeries of this life , and the inſtabilitic of humane max. 
ters, fayned'that there were two vellcls at the emtrie of 
thegreat Olympus, the one being full of honey ; theo. 
ther full of gall; of whichtwo mingled together, /opiter 
cauſcth all mento drinke. V Vhereby his meaning ist6 
giue vs to vnderſtand , that there is no lifeſo (weeteor 
pleaſant, bur hath in ic ſome bitrerneſle : which agreeth 
with his opinion that ſaith, God doth mingle bitcerneſſe 
with worldly felicitic, that we might ſecke another feli- 
citiein whoſe (weetneſſe thereisno deceit, And Plutet 
ſaith , men can neuer ſimplie and ſyncerely enioy the 
quietneſſe of any great proſperitie: bur whether it bee 
Fortune, or thecnuie of deſtinie, orels the naturalln& 
ceſsity of worldly things,their quietneſſe is alwayes,du- 
ring their life, intermingled with euvil'among the good, 
yea and that which is worſt, the euill ſurmounteth the 
pope : for this life hath in it much aloes, but verielitle 
oney , The conlideration whereof moued Philip king 
of Macedon , when hee. had three meſſengers brought 
him good newes at one time, two of victories, thethird 
of the birth of his ſonne, todelire the goddes that they 
would mittigate the enuie of Fortune, with the moders 
tion of ſome meanechance, becauſe he knew that ſome 

ſorrow would alwayes follow good tydings. 
The inſtabilitie and vncertaintie of worldly proſpeti- 
tie moved Amaſis king of Egypt to giue this counſellto 
Policrates king, of Samos. This Polterates in all his aQti- 
ons was ſo forrunare, and lived continually in ſuch pro(- 
peritic, that Amaſss, with whom he was ioyned in a po 
| | CC 


- to haue good ſucceſle. Follow therefore my counſell, & 
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4 
fed league of triend(hip, fearing ſome great evill 
RG the i courſe of this curry ro _ 


\ overhis head, wrotethus vnto him : 4-4/3 ſaith thus to 


policrates ; It pleaſerh me well to .heare that allthings 
fall out ſo happilie with my friend, yet your greatproſ- 

ite liketh menort, knowing how enuiousa name it 
1s; but for my part I had rather that both mine owne 
matrers,and alſo theirs that be deareto me,ſhould ſome- 
times go proſperouſlie, ſomtime otherwiſe, and to paſſe 
my time after the varietie of fortune, then in all things 


doc thus againſt proſpericie; Conſider with yourſelfe 
what thing yee hauethatye moſteſteeme, and which 
being loſt would moſt grieve you; which whenye haue 
found, caſt it away,ſoas it may neuer cometa the hands 
of men againe: and if then there ſhall bee no alteration 
in your good fortune,temper it ſomerimein this ſort as [ 
hauetoldeyou. VVhen Policrates had read this letter, he 
determined to follow his friends counſell ; and exami- 
ning with himſelfe what thing he had, that of all other 
was moſt deare to him,and whichbeingloſt would maſt 
gricue him, he found that the ſame was aring of great 
value, which he had in very great eſtimation: he pur+ 
tech this ring vpon his tinger , and goeth/into a ſhippe, 
and after he was inthe middeſt of the ſea, he ler his rin 

fal as though it were vnwares,thinking inthatſort crat+ 
tile to beguile fortune, and returned home againe ſor+ 
rowfull (as it ſeemed) for his great loſle , After hue or 
lixedayes, it chanced a firher ro takea great fiſh, which 
tor the rareneſſe of him, he preſented to Policrates : and 
asthe fiſh was opened to be dreſſed, the ring was found 
n his bellie, and brought to the king: V Vhich when 
4maſir vnderſtood , perceiving: that it was not polsible 
Hh3 foc 
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for one mari to divert from'another the euill deſtiny that 
hangeth over him , nor that Policrates could have anje 
good end, whom Fortune had ſo exceedingly fanoured 
all his life ; he ſent a Herald ra Samos to lignifie to him; 
that he would breake the leagneof friendſhip with him, 
leaſt Policrates falling into ſome great misfortune, which 
he feared, might berohim the cauſe of ſorrow & priefe, 
being his friend. It chanced not long after, that Policre. 
tes made warre vponthe Perſians, by whom he was ra- 
ken and deprived of his kingdome, and ſhamefully han- 
ed vpon the top of an high hill : this miſerable end fol- 
owed his great and long proſperity, A notableexample 
of the inſtability of mans eſtate, wheruntco he ſeemedts 
be trongly drawne by an incuitable deſtinie, for no in- 
treatic of his friends , nor euill ſnpnes and rokens going 
before, neither the dreame of his daughter rhar preſa- 
ged his vnfortunate ſuccefſe, could dillwade him from 
that journey . She dreamed that (he ſaw her. father alok 
iatheaire, & that he was waſhed of 7up:rer, and annoin- 
ed of the Sun: all which came topatle; for ashe han- 
ged inthe aire, hee was waſhed with rainerhar fell from 
aboue, and was annointed with his owne greaſe by rhe 
heat ofthe Sun that drew out his (wear; T he proſperous 
life and miſerable end of Policrates, confirmethi the' opii 
Nion of Solon: that no man can beaccounted happy b& 
for his death : For to iudge them happie that are aljue, 
among the dangers of ſo manie alterations whereun- 
to they are ſubiect, is all one, as if a manſhould appoint 
before hand areward of the viaory to him that is yet 
fighting , being vncertaine whether it will fall on his 
ſide , An Italian Poet , noting the vncertaintic and 
troubles of great eſtate, and the vanitic of falſe honours 
and worldly riches, ſpeaketh thus : _ | 
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Reeni i falk honori.le gemme & lore, oy 
Cus [ole 11 monde waerillands crede 

Latte fatiche, il who human lauors, 
Che ſia del tempo doloroſe prede, 

Naſcon d affanni, & fuggonſj poche hore, 


Sola il ben noſtro opr ar gia mai non muore. 


VVhich agreeth wich Pyrhageras, that ſaid, weought to 


chooſe the beſt life , and ſaue our ſelues from the blaſts 
of Fortune, as the galley is ſafe from the winds inthe ſea, 
That riches in this mortall life are weake ankers , glorie 


weake,and the ſtrong bodie alſo feeble, So ofhces, ho- 


' nours and al ſuch things (ſaith he)are weake and vncon- 


ſane : and the ſure and ſtrong ankers'are V Viſdome, 
Magnanimitie,Fortitude and Vertue, which cannot bee 
ouerthrowne with any tempeſt: all other things hee ac- 
counteth fooliſhneſſe, dreames and winde, 

One ſpeaketh thus of vertue : Null; precluſa e#t virine, 
omnibus pates, non cnerit damnum, non cenſum ſed nude hy« 
mine contenta e#, 

Secing therefore there is no life in this world to bee 
found that is voyd of calamities, but pleaſures and de- 
lghts are intermingled with ſorrow and gricfe , caſe 
and quictneſſe with painesand troubles, ſo as no man 
leadeth continuallie a contented and pleaſing life , bur 
either in the beginning or end of his race, or in the 
middeſt thereot hee findeth ſome alteration , and ſuf- 
feceth ſomething that diſcontenteth him , and deſireth 
amend ment of his eſtate, we muſt bee driuento ſceke 
felicitiein the middeſt among troubles and calami- 
ties, and call him happic, that feeleth leaſt of thoſe 
things that doe cauſe diſcontemment, And hee that 
lookerh alwayes to live happilie, ſcemeth to bee ig- 
norant of the one part of nature; for the crying and 

Hh4 lamenting 


472 The fift booke 
lamenting of a childe when hee firſt entererh into this 
world, doth ſceme co prefage his painfull life;as a vaunt. 
currer of his miſeries rocome: for where is hee thatcan 
vaunt, that cyther in his body he hath nor felt ſome 
paine, in his mind ſume griefe, or hath not ſuffered loſſe 
of his goods, or reproch to his perſon? Thele be diſca. 
ſes incurable, accidents remedilefſe, and alwaies incident 
vntovs: even as there is no ſea without waues , no war 
withour perrill, nor journey without trauell : ſo is there 
no worldly life free from troubles, nor any eſtate voyde 
of incumbrances, So asno man liueth ſo happily, thar 
hath not ſomething whereof ro complaine and be grie- 
ned, Boetius ſaith : 
---- Aihil ef ex omni parte beatum. | 
There is nothing in this world vniuerſally bleſſed or 
perfect : and therefore thar which cannot be auoyded 
by prudence, nor reliſted by fortitude, mult beouer- 
come by patience, after Saint Auzuſtines counſell Yt ex- 
ercitatione tolerantie ſutiineantur temporalia ,  ſperentar 
eterna : that by exerciſe of bearing we may enduretem- 
porall things, and hope for eternall things. For GOD. 
dooth ſo temper thepleaſures of this world with a cer- 
taine mixture of bitter things, that hee may draw mens 
minds from theſe caſuall and momenrany things, and lift 
them vpto heauenly things, Saint Baſ{ſaith, as no roſe 
{pringeth without thornes, ſo no eſtate of lite is without 
troubles : yea the ſamethings which are called good in 
our life, are compaſled about with their thornes, Marri- 
age 1s praiſed , but how many troubles be in marriage? 
ſonnes be deſired, but how many ſorrowes come often 
withehe ? rich men are accounted happy , but how ma- 
ny bitter things doe they feele? Thele be thetributes of 
life, which if a man know patienly to vſc, he ſhall receive 
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0/theFelcitie of man, 473 
very great gaine and orriamentsof vertuefromthern../ 
.- Foras much then asthere is ſuchamixtureinthis life 
of good and*evill, as the Poer faith, , BOK 240607 
--- - miſcentur triitia letis: 
that no man can alwaies live contentedly ot happilie, 
but the felicitie we ſceke , muſt be found in him that li+ 
ueth leaſt diſcontented or. vnhappily |, Jet-vsſcehow a 
man muſt behaue himſelfe (foruchas in; himlyeth)-to 
enioy this felicitie or happineſle. Though we cannorflic 
fro cares and troubles ſo long as we walke in this world, 
yet wee may endeuourour 2a ro auoyde as many of 
them as we may : for much more in number:be the diſ- 
pleaſures and griefes we ſeeketo our ſelues, thenthoſ(e. 
that are broughtro vs by any other meanes. VVee ſaid 
before, that he vppon whom God beſtowerh his graces, 
by which heliueth contentedly,is happy, andin felicitic, 
and no man is vnhappy, bur heethar thinketh: himſelfe 
ſo: neither is any man happy, but hee that.ſo efteemeth 
himſelfe, And yet nor every contentment bringeth forth 
happines, but ſuch as is contained within'a certaine ima- 
nerand meaſure. For as contenration: conliſteth not in 
the much or little that we haue, no more doth happines 
conliſt in thatro which generally we are inclined, 
Many by nature, or ewill education , or cuſtome, are 
ſo inclined to vice, and ſtrongly addictedto lewde lite, 


that neither reaſon, nor-perfwalions , nor terrour of 


lawes can reformethem: where-with though they be 
contented, yet are they farre from happineſle , and may, 
rather be accounted moſt vnhappy. For inall our aQi- 
ons, and in euery courſe andtrade of life, wee muſt have 
alwaics reſpect to our commonand true end, thatis, to 
praiſceand glorifie G OD, that wee may hauethe frunt- 


on of the ioyes of cucrlaſting happines inthe other lite, 
which 
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which ixour erve felicitic and beatitude, And ſeeing 
che happineſle weeſecke for in this life, ſeemethtore. 
quire conentation , , {ee not how-that happineſſe can 
well be had, except in ſome meaſure wee enioy the 
thinges whereunto we are enclined , that thereof con- 
tentment may follow : for realon may rather perſwade 
patience, then bring farth contentment. And therefore 
we inay aſtirme, that as they which iceke for contentas 
tion by following their vicious appetites and inclinati» 
ons, in ſteed of felicirie, tind infeliciticz ſo they thar ens 
joy the things wherevnto they are inclined, not beeing 
repugnant to vertue and honeſtie,, nor toour common 
end before recited, haue a great aduantage tothe hap- 
ineſſe of this life ; which commeth by contentation: 
For he (faith one) lweth happily, that liveth as hee will, 
and will nothing that is cuill . Mens minds are diuerſlie 
affected, according ro the varietic of their inclinations, 
which draweth their labours & induſtry to ſatisfie theyr 
appetite,& to bring themto contentation and happines, 
Andifthe end be good for which they employ theyt 
ſtugie & labour, whether their life be actine or contems» 
platine (for happines conliſteth not in wihil agendo, after 
the Cyclopes) they may atraine to that they looke for. As 
mong things that be indifferent, that which pleaſeth 
one, dilpleaſerth another , euery vocation and eſtate of 
life, contenterh nor cuery man ; ſome dclire reſt, others 
loueto trauell; ſome like to exerciſe their minds, others 
theyr bodies; ſome with for pleaſures, others for riches 
and honour : and it the end be good for which they de- 
fire theſethings, the way and meanes right, vvhich they 
follow ro come by them, and the vſc as it ought to be, 
becing gotten, they may attaineto acontentation and 
happincſle, notwithſtanding the great difference - the 
C1LAtes 


0/the Felicitie of man, 4975 
eſtates and kinds of life;, becapſe they:enioy thethinges 
whereunto they are inclined, And this diuer{ttic or con- 
rrarictie of mens inclinations, maketh a good harmonie 
that is compounded of: contraries , [and ſeemeth ne- 
ceſſary to the maintenaunceovf ſocietie. —_ wee 
haue no good inclinations , nor motions of our ſelues, 
ſince che corruption of our nature, wee muſt pray vnto 
God for his grace; to ſticrethem vpin vs, andthenſoto 
- employ our endeuour,! as wee receiue:not his grace itn 


vaine, They thatplow vnrighteouſneſſe, and ſowein- ,,, 


cumbrance, gather theſame. Divine ſeedeis ſownein 
mens bodies, which if a good husband receiue, itriſeth 


vp like his beginning, butifhe beancuill husband,it kil. Sexc#- 


leth, like a barren and moriſh ground, & bringeth forth 
cockleinſteed of corne, T he ſunneſhining vpon waxe; 
maketh it ſoft, and dirt hard, He that rightly receiueth 
Gods holy Spirit, turneth all his inclinations, & all char 
happeneth, ro his good. For ſuch a minde. is ſtronger 
thenall accidents that chaunce; butan cuilt mindetur- 
neth all into euill. But it may be obiccted, that ſeldome 
or neuer all thoſe good things concurre together in any 
oneman; G OD by his ſecret 1adgement hauing ſodi-» 
(poſed them , And Enniws ſaith : Nimmm boni eft , cui 
nikil ett malt: it is roo good that hath init no evill : for 
hedoth allthings for our goud, and reſpecteth our true 
{clicitie or beatitudein the world to come; tothe attay- 
ning of which, he beſtoweth his graces , accordingto 
his owne pleaſure and our diſpoſition, V Vee [ce ſome 
children of ſo gentle a nature, that they will be ſooner 
reformed with a faire word, then others will be with 
ſiripes: others againethere be of ſo ſtubborne a diſpbli- 
tion, that neyther thrcatnings, nor ſcuere correction 
is ſufficient to bring themto-gbedience, So God diſtri» 
", m-_— — 


Calum, 
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buceth not all his gifts —_ ro all men; bur to ſome 
he giuerh riches and poſleſsivions, others he ſuffereth to 


| live in lacke and pouertic; ſome hee atflicteth and pu. 


niſheth diverſe wayes , to others he giueth aquietand 
cable life, according to his pleafure and the dif. 
terence of mens diſpolitions : becauſe hee ſceth that 
thoſe benehtes and graces , vvhich doe leade mento 
the happineſle of this life , vvill bee to ſome an hin- 
derance to the true felicitie of the heauenly life: and 
therfore he taketh from them the accalions wherewith 
they may offend him, and leadeth them in the exerciſe 
of ſuch things as ſtand them moſt in ſtcede to ferue 
him, For, the Lord (faith /»ſtine Martyr) will not ho- 
nour his children with worldlie happineſle for a 
rewarde of godlineſle : for thoſe things which bee 
ſubiect vnto corruption cannot bee a recompence 
ro good menfor their vertue, VVhen God ſendeth ad- 
uerlitic, it is to exerciſe vs : if he afflict vs with pouerrtie, 
itis ro make vs to deſerve better: when hee bleſſeth vs 
with plentie, ſo much the more ought weeto giue him 
thanks, doc him (eruice, yeeld him praiſe, and glorie, 
and obedience : it he chaſtiſe vs with ſ{ickneſle, or any o« 
ther way , we ought to thinke his meaning is to amend 
and make vs better : for God for the moſt part ſuffereth 
aduerſities to vie their force againſt ſuch as are moſt 
ſtrong , not to tempt them aboue their power, but 
through cxercilc, the better to conhrme them. If we 0+ 
beyed God as becommeth vs, it is certainethat things 
ſhould be ruled here after ſuch faſhion, as we ſhould be 
contented, 

VVellthen, let vs admit that all thoſe good things be- 
fore ſpoken of, which engender felicity, meet together 
in very few or noncatall: yet neuerthelefle let vs pray " 
OW 
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God to beſtow vpon vs ſo many ofthem; as itſhal pl 
him tothinke meet for vs,and vſe our endevourtopaſle 
our time in ſuch felicity asis agreeable withour humane 
condition, which (as we ſaid before)is improperly called 
felicitic, or.at leaſt with as little infelicitic as may be, Bur 
if his pleaſure be otherwiſc, then to beare his croſſes pa- 
riently, alwaies looking vp to therrue felicitic, Forhee 
that falleth into a ditch, and cryeth, God helpe, withour 


. employing thoſe meanes which he hath giuen him for 


his helpe, mayliethere long before he comeforth: ther- 
fore we muſt viſe thoſe meanes which GOD hath giuen 
vs, Hee hath endued vs with reaſon, to iudgeof thoſe 
things that be ſubieCt ro our ſences, and asa neceſſarie 
meanes, by which wee ſhould ſuſtaineand gouerne this 
corporall life, By this reaſon we are taught to diſcerne 
betweene good and evill, betweene vertue and vice. 
Reaſon ſheweth vs felicitie, and what it is to be happy: 
bur ourſtubborne and vnrulie afteQtions will not be 0+ 
bedienttothe indgement of reaſon, {ithence our nature 
did degenerate, becing corrupted by originall ſinne, 
Theretore Gods grace muſt afsiſt vs, otherwiſe our en- 
devour isnothing : for inthis ſogreat imbecilitic of na- 
ture, and bythe © brill practiſes of the devill, who lieth 
in waitto hinder and peruert our good intents and pur- 
poſes, our power and forces are very little: ſothat we 
be no otherwiſe able of our ſclues to doe thoſe thinges 
vvhich are requiſite to the artaining of Felicitie, then 
as a body that is made weake with long (ickneſle is able 
to poc; whois by and by vvearie : and if any chaunceto 
thruſt him euer ſo lirtle, he falleth crothe ground: ſoour 

firength and force is often overcome with the vehe- 
mencie of our affections, and often overthrowne by the 


(ubtiltie of the devill ,, Yet neuertheleſſe wee mult not 
dcliſt, 


ENT bebo Mconmaged ; bur vſe our endenour' and 
an rye it is, and call to God to ſopply our defefy 
Our tincip ps ray —— 
raiſe and glorific God, to meditate often vppon him 
ro be thankfvull for all his benefits, which is our pros | 
per ation, and end in this morrall life, ( as hath beeng 
ſaid) and the meanesto bring vsto the ioyes of heanen, 
which is our greateſt good and beatirude, | or truefelici» 
tie, Then how to paſſe through this vale of miſeric and 
troublous life, as plaine and ſmooth a way', and with 
light burthen, as our endeuovur can finde, and God will 
permit, I liken aquiet life, and meane eſtate , voydeof 
worldlie cares, to a plaine way ; and that which is inter 
rupted with greedy deſire, and hunting after riches and 
honours,and reputation, with ſuch like perturbationg, 
r04 rough and vneuen way, full of hills and ſtones, and 
they that poſſeſſethem , to be laden with a geear burs 
then, and therefore travell painfully in reſpect of the | 
other , tothe end of their journey, py 1 oil 
To bring thisto paſſe, we muſt purifie and clenſedilt | 
minds from our corrupt and vncleane affeQions, that we 
may be the berrer able to ſee and defire thoſe ws. 
which be good indeed, and auoide thoſe things that 
good in ſhew onely : wherin morall vertues are very ne 
ceſſaric: for by chem our vnruly affeQtions, and vnprofi> | 
table deſires are brideled or ſuppreſſed, or atleaſt mode» 
rated, which are the chicfe cauſe of -an vnhappy life 
They moue mens delires topleaſures, totiches, to ho» 
nour and glory,which hath been ſhewed before by ms 
ny examples and ſayings of wiſe men, to be thecauſe of 
infclicitic; they ſtirce vppride,couy, hatred, malice, de» 
lire of revenge, feare,and ſuch like perturbatiuns and vi» 
quict- 
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mind to be in quiet and reſt, which:is contrary to ſclici+ 
tie and a happy life; which confiſtethnot in fleſbly ples- 
ſures, nor in the abundance of riches or poſleſiions, nor 
in principalitieor power, but ina contented and quiet 
| mind, yvoyde of ſorrow and feare, which cannot be ob» 
tained without Gods ſpeciall grace and gift, and his alsi- 
ſtance to our endeuours, 

The counſell vvhich King David to his ſonne 
in his death-bcdde, is meete to be followed of allmen: 
Thou S«/omon my ſonne, know the God of thy father, 
and ſerue him with a perfeQt hart and willi nd: for 
the Lord ſearcheth every mans bart, and vnderſtanderth 
all the choughes of mens minds, If chou ſecke him, thou 
ſhalt find ham : but if thou forſake him, hee will caſt thee 
off for euer, And Tobit gate this counſell among other 
things to his ſonne : My ſonne , ſet our Lord G OD al- 
waies before thine cyes,and let not thy will be ſetto in, 
of 1Otrauſgreſſe the commaundements of GOD : doe 
vprightly all thy life long , and- follow not the wayes of 
vnrighteouſneſſe: for it thou deale truly , thy orgy 
ſhall proſperouſly. ſucceede tothee, & to all them which 
liue iuſtly. Bleſſethy Lord God alway, and deſire of him 
that thy waics may be made ſtraight, &thatallithy coun» 
ſels and purpoſes may proſper, 

And if thou deſireto know whether thou be happie 
or nor, examine thy (elfe whether thou be glad, merrily 
diſpoſcd, of a quiet conſcience, without feare of world- 
licthings, and content withthine eſtate: wheaiher! 
be neuer penſiue or melancholike,for the lack or loſſeof 
any worldly thing : whether no hope in gaping for any 
thing tocome troubleth thy minde; whether day-and 
night thy mind be pleaſed, and inone cſiate,. 
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POE? 
- If theſethings be ſo , thou art come very neererothy. 
fire, or thinke to find happineſle inpleaſures, riches, of 
honour, thou art as farre from felicitie, as fromthe trug 
wt bon conentationthou ſeckeſt for theſe things aftee 
w 4 


h thou hunceſt , asthough they would bringrthey | 
gladneſſeand contentation, are rather the cauſes of ſors i 
w and griefe, Eucry man ſeekerh after thethingsthay. 

ſhould make him joyfull & content : but wherero finds 
that ioy which is certaine and conſtant, they know notj. 
Some ſeeke it in feaſting and carowſing, othersinambis! 
tion and great traines of followers, ſome in brave as; 
tire; others in courting yong Damſels : but all theſe and. 
ſuch like, be falſe and deceiueable pleaſures and ioyes, & 
bring men rather co infelicitie, then vnto happines, 
that will be happy, muſt thinke vpon the variety of acchs 
dents that chaunce vnto men before he feelethem: hes. 
muſt account of his riches and poſſeſsions, of his wife& 
children, and all other things that be moſt deereto himy- 
as if he ſhould not alwaies haue them, and as if he d 
be nothing the more vnhappy , if hee ſhould leauets. 
have them, For he is in a miſerable ſtate, whoſe mindis. 
vexed with feare of that which may happen, andheis- 
vnhappy before vnhappineſſe come, that with feareis. 
caretull, leaſt the things wherein he delighteth, ſhould 
not al\aies remaine with him: for that man ſhall never 
be quiet; and by looking for that is ro come, hee ſhall 
loolethe pleaſure hee might take inthe things preſent, 
Providence muſt foreſee, and wiſedome preuentthe# 
vils that may happen: and not to follow the dn 
mannerof men: then to iudge when they _— 0 
repent : for nothing is more miſerable nor fooliſh , the. 
alwaics to fcare: and what a madneſle is it for a mane 
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neſſe, thou direCrrhetr ro the rrve 

thy ſoules health,” And thereforerhou-muſt yer exam 

the matter, further: how thoydoſt vſe honour @&fiches; 
and beare e and contempt; how thou carrieſt 
Fl thy (clfe in health and ſickneſſe;in proſperitic and aduer- 
| fie; how thou'vſeſtthy ſelfe havingmuct/learningor 
IJ hile: forall theſerhings bee Gods" creates and gifts; 
TH madeto our vie: which ifthouvſe asrthou oughteſt, and 
carieſt an indifferent hand vppon them, and deſireſinis 
morenor no leſſe of theſe and the like things, then is 
neceſſary tothe attaining of our etid and felieitie\, then 
anthou inthe right path rhat/leaderhtothe'ſame? but 
ifthou deſire, or ſeeke, loue, or 'vſetheſecteatures to atiy 
otherend , then for this, thou runneſt aſtray; andart 
eurof the way that ſhould bring thicero that end and 


' Secing then that the founraine of our happineſſe of 
life, ma great partis within vs, and proceedeth of a. 
Fj contented and quiet mind, that is, by a moderation of 
© our affeQions, which is brought to paſſe by theexer- 
| I ciſe of vertue: let vs labour ro makeour ſelues vertuous; 
and cleanſe our mindes of all manner of perturbations, 
BY that we may the ſooner come to that happineſle of life . 
we deſire. Euen asa field (though the ground befertilly | 
without manuring and tillage, will not be fruitfull; ſo 
'Y themind (though wel inclined) withour exerciſe of ver- 
LF weand learning, will grow dull and ſluggiſh, and as it . 
were, gather ruſt . Diogenes walking on atime through 
the ſtceete in Athens, wherein = placed diuerſe ima- 
bs " a 
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be neceſtitie , But alfrbeſe things willn 
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ges of ſach ancient wen 28 had beſtdeſervediof the 


commonwealth ,, azked: of thew one afterangs 


thee: the cauſebeing demanded; Hearne(quork.he) wg 


take deniall patiently: ſo ſhould we pratiiſeto maſtey 
| 1maund our affections, and ipordinate defircy of 


. pleaſures; andparientlyto take deniall of richa | 
oat hog worldly pow ndvanities, qr 


w 
and deceive men bythe {ike meanes, asthey that pre 


reabjtter drinke for a child , annoint thecuppewith 


ony , that, the-poore infant mayby.the wo— 


the one, theleſſc perceinethe binerneſſe of the other! 
and as the drugges thatare tempered with vawholſome 
and' venimous herbes, haue written aboue, A mede- 
cing for ſuch a diſcaſe:; that tlie poyſon may be nothing 
ſulpeQed, of Him, chat; readerh-the: {uperſeription. Fo 
the worldly yaniics Weihave in ſuch'eſtimation,callure 
and deceive vs , 'Withafaire, but afalle ſhewe of hap- 
pineſſe, Allmendelire one thing , that is, a happie: life; 
but becauſe they-rake: the inſtruments for the thingit 


ſelfe, and followe not the right way , the m— 


labourto come to iv,, thefurther they goefromit.; 
whereas Felicitie requireth aquiet and contented mind 


with that which is ſufficient, men heape to them. 


ſelues cauſes of worldly cares and troubles, leaving the 
Plaine ſtraight'way, zo/goc ouer hilles and mountayng; 
to whom it happeneth as it doth to travellers, thaths 
ing once (et out of the right way, the further they wats 
der, the more they goe ofiray, 


Eucrie man complayneth of the troubles of thi 
life , and yer no man is contented- with quierneſle: 
wherein they reſemble fooliſh ſea-men, that when they 
ſhould fly from the ſcatothe lande , they runne from 


the lande to the ſea « And nothing ſeemerh to mee 
moſe 
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| men. The thinges that are neceſſaric-49-Narure.z are 


Of the 
more to reſemble the 
times toſſed vppe and downe: with Wea 
ther ; ſometimes ſwallowed vppe with the ſeaz/ other= 
while ſayle ina faire calme; ſometime lie at ankerin 2 
ſafe harboroughz ſometimes aduaunced to greatTiches, 
an other time vadone, or caſt into pouertie, Dems- 
cit ayth ; He that wil live happily, muſt propound to 
him(clie things polsible, and beecontent with things 
preſent; 10} $012113994796 i ugndhb bins roma 
' That which bringeth foorth comentmion , is a ſuf- 
ficiencie -of things : this ſufficiencie is meaſured ey- 
ther by the neceſgtic-of nature; or:bythe opinion of 


bealth of bodies, and{ibertie, avd «6. beedelended from 


| hunger,tbriſt,& cold, Theſe beethethinges thatnattire 


requireth ;thereſtare > and not neceſſarieto 
contentmencor happinetle ,| V Vhy doeſt thou embrace 


(fayerh Beers) externe good things forthine owne ? 
Doeſt thou thinke that fortune will maketheſe things 
thine, whch Nature hath made nothing appertaining to 
thee? Thelufficiencicof thinges by theopinion of men 
arc,diverſnticof pleaſures; abundance of riches & polleſ- 
lions; honour & glorie ; pompe & principalitie.. The &- 
kection or:choyſe, of theſe things, helpeth ro makethe 
life happie or vnhappic, But although che things which 
nature requireth,are ſufficient to bring foorth contenta- 
tion : yer becaulſe,to liucaccordingrothelaweotnaure 
onely, is barbarous and not meete for them that knowe 
ciuiiitie, which is to bepreferred beforetheorther ; levvs 
ſee what is{ufficient.in aciuill life romake contentment, 
To liue in pleaſures, is rather beaſtly then agreeable 
with humanitic,; and as heh beene ſayde —_ 
; i 1d 
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hath beene the jon ofthem, that have beengg. 
dicted crothem: for the more a man giveth himſelſets 
pleaſures, the more he ſubicQteth himſelfe ro vices? and 


a3 the Poet ſayth : it 
; 3113+; TR 2k 
. Delicias mundl fragile, qui menteſequetur,'' | | 
Perdidit aterni certifiims ovandia cell, * x 220 
And yet honeſt pleaſures, or rather delighrs, (for by thi 


name I would diſtinguiſh berweene the pleaſuresof the 
fleſh, and thoſeofthe mind) for recreation-and health 
ſake, joyned with ſobrietic and modeſtic , isnor denied 
a Chriſtian, nor any hinderance; 'bur rather afurths 
ranceto felicitie.. -- - 2B THEO. 
© Ariſlippes ſayth, that man moderaterh pleaſure, 'no 
| Whichabftaineth virerlyfrom/t, bur which vſeth ith 
ſuch ſort, as hes fiot catried away with ir,as we gouerit 
aſhipora horſe, when weleade them whether weliſt;” 
The immoderate deſire of riches { as m_— 
that which hath beene ſaid) hath beene'the ouerthro 
and confuſion of many, and cryed out vppon, not one 
by the Philoſophers, as a moſt peſtiferons paſcion , bit 
alſo by the Prophets and holy Fathers , and by Cheift 
himſelfe, with (harpe and bitter threatnings of extreank 
miſerie to thoſe that poſſeſſe them. For hee is noth 
the = an path that leadethto happineſſe, who runnah 
afterthe goods of the world, but he that flieth fromvhe 
vices of the world: and nothing bringeth more care and 
vnquierneſſe of mind, then the loue of riches; whichk 
neuer ſatisfied with rhat hee hath , but alwaies deſireth 
more, and therefore never contented. For libertic ofthe 
mind, and care of worldly goods, will nener agree toge 
ther : and yer riches well gocten, and well ſpent, isto 
= accouſ 


Of theFelicitle of man. os 
accounted the bleſing of God and:may bea 
no lalicicit ae tank: "HA wn goaidtion 
Felix oper qui cum ſapientia tenets. > 1 1 


But as it is now commonly gottenand:vſcd, it mayra» 

ther be raken forthe bleſsing ofthe deuill. Rich men;for 

the moſt part, are ſaid to haueriches, \asmen are ſaid to 

have anague; when in deedeanague hath them: And 

ſo riches poſſeſleth them; and not they their riches, be+ 

ing ſlaues many timesto that ſhouldſeruetheir vie. ; Ri> ****4+ 

ches with a wiſe man doe ſerue, but with a foole they 

rule. If thou content thy ſelfe with thatwhich is fuffici> 

ent to ſerue thy neceſsitie, thou canſt neuer be poore? 

but if thou goe:abour co ſatisfie thy couerous deſires; 

thou canſtneuer be rich , Endeaour therefore to-make 

thy deſires equall with rhinecſtate , bur not thine eſtate 

equall with thy deſires, There is not more beautifull nor 

more.honeſt riches for a man , eſpecially for a Prince, Xe»opb: 

thenvertue and juſtice, He oughero giue morethankes 

to God , to whom he hath given wiſedome and a:cons 

rented mind, then for that he madehim rich; Vato whs6 

ſocuer God giuerh riches (ſayth the Preacher) goods, 

and power, he giueth it him to enioyit, totake it for his 

portion , and tobe refreſhed of his labour:qhisis now 

the gift of God, Seneca aduiſerh, leaſt forrune ſhould 

find vs vnprouided, to make pouernie familiar to vs,/Hee 

ſhall be rich with more ſecuritie, who knowerh thaciris 

not painefull to be poore. Forherhar agreech well with 

pouertic,; is rich ; becauſe higraredeſirerh burglitle bur 

opinion-would-hane withour: meaſure, anda manmay 

de poore inthe: middeR of preat riches, And ſo much 

| themoreextellent is honeſt pouenie; then harcfull co- 

| ucrouſneſle, by how much Ty - 
| i3 with 


LM 


£86 The jſt bitte \ 


with lirtte, where, to the rich man;, a great deale ſcemey 
nothing : for he is not rich that poſeſicb muchgoog 
but he whoſe deſires are (atisfied, and hixmind contery 
with a little, And what a madneſſcis it to ſeeketo ex. 
e contentment for care, minth for ſorrow, libertis 
for bondage, pleaſure forpaine, and watching for ſleg. 
ping ? It is giuen for a penance to ambitious and coue. 
tous men, neuer to content themſelnes witheno 
nor yet with too much, Senccs ſpeaking of the meaſure 
of riches,ſayth; Primus modus habere quod neceſſeeſt pros 
ima quod [at ft, The firſt isto haue ſo much as is neceilas 
ry,the next,that which is ſufficient . That which isne 
ceſſary, hath reſpeQ ro the maintenance of himſelfe and 
his familic : for enery man is bound by natureto pro» 
vide for his off-ſpring : and that childe hathia great ad. 
vantage to bean honeſt man, that ts prouided for in his 
cradle, That which is ſufficient , hath reſpeCto hise 
Nate or calling, to which he is cither borne, or hath ats 
tained by his induſtrie or vertue; but not by ſcraping tos 
gether riches and poſseſsions by vagodly or: vnkhoneſt 
meanes, whereinreſpect muſt be had ro decencie, by an 
vpright judgement of reaſon, not by the common cus 
Nome of men. Four the common errour in eſtimation of 
riches and poſſeſsions, bringeth infelicitic to many, that 
otherwiſe would be happy. TC ; Pi 
CA ydas had an Aſſcseares (as it is ſayd) faſtned to bis 
head for his extreame foolith deſireof gold, Pytbins had 
ood counſel given him by his wife, by an ape deuiſeto 
iſlwade him from ouermnch loue of gold: /forvuhen 
there was found out mynes of gold, he'commanded all 
men of his Citty todigge for gold, and:t6 doe noother 
worke by ſea nor by land, V Vhich, when all men tooke 
g7i y> becauſe they had no fruits que of the earths 
(+ to 


ie tt. m— O_— ——— — 7 a th. VO \ —eu__—_  — E_— At. — —_ 


Of the Felicitie of man. 685. 
wo fſtaine themſelues, nor coulddo-any thing forthe 
maintenance and neceſzity of their life,they complained- 
to his wife : ſhe willed them to viſe patience foratime;& 
athering togetherallthegoldſm ecommanded 

ro make fiſhes C—— foule,& all'other things 
that men vſetoeate: VVhen Pythine was returned from 
his iourney, and calledfor his ſupper , his wife cauſed 
table of gold to be ſer beforehim, with diuerſe diſhes 
wherin was no meate, but all things made of gold like 
vnto meate : VVhen Pythine had praiſed the workman- 
ſhip, & called for ſomething to cate, ſhee cauled other 
things of gold tobe ſer before him likewiſe, wherat whE 
he waxed angry, and (aid he was very hungry; Ye haue 
(ſaid his wife)cauſed all husbandry and tillage to belayd 
downe, and all other arts that was neceſlary to ſuſtaine 
mans life, and yee haue commanded to digge vnptofi- 
tablegold, which ſerueth tono vie except they mayalloa. 
ſowe & plant the ground, & reapethe frvittherof, Thus 
by his wiues wiſedome,Pj#hive was raught tolcaue dig» 
ging for mettals, and willed his citizensto returneto 
tiling ehe ground, and to fall to their occupations, and 
to the exerciſe of their trades as they did before, To 
him that efteemetrh riches for a good thing , the falſe 
name of pouertie is a torment, And therfore agreaterre- 


« 


uenge can not be wiſhedto a rich man, then that he liue Guenas 


long; for that greater is the pennanceby his long life in 
couetouſneſle, then any other revenge that can be taken 
of him. And if couctous men knew,what a ſ(weetething 
liberality is , they would turne their deſires to gaine 
_—_ into a diſpoſition to giue more : as the Poet 
he "2 
"Rnegfranss ef quicquid donatur amici, 
_ Ii 4 Auoyde 


Auoide therefore pouertic as muchas thou maiefſt, ang 

fallinor in loue with riches , leaſtthou be onercome 
Dothem : for many labour for riches toliue , and many 
Jiue ro get riches: asthe Satyricke ſaith : 


Non propter vitam factunt patrimonie quidam, 
' Sed witio cari,propter patrimonia viawnt, 


Saint Azzafine ſaith ; whoſocuer ſuffereth himſelfets 
be gouerned by couctouſnes & delire of riches, he ma- 
kerh himſelfe ſubicct to all vices, andto all wickedneſſe, 
T here is nothing worſe then a-covetous man: thereis 
nora more wicked thingrthen to loue money, Democri- 
tw affirmed, that extreame coucrouſnes, was worſe then 
exrtreame pouerty, And hethat will lookethroughlyin« 
to acouetous man, ſhall ind that he is vnapt ro all maner 
of vertues. Diogenes opinion was, that in arich Cittie 
there can beno place for vertue . God (ſaith Guenarre) 
wee ſee, giuerh power to many couetous men to get ti- 
ches, policiero keepethem, harts to defend thewp, liteto 
poſſeſſerhem, but nor liberty to reioyce and vie them; 
ſo that though they be Lords ouer the riches of others, 
yet they are ſ)aues to that rRemſclues poſleſle. 

- The pleaſures of life of a couctous man, will end be« 
fore his couerouſnes, For where vices hauc had long c6- 
tinvance, there death onely muſt plucke vp the roores, 
Heetaketh.no pleaſure bur in cafting his recknings, in 
telling his money, in ſelling his wares, and in mulciply- 
ing his commodiries: efteeming it as a paradice to be 
alwayes gayning , and never ſpending; to be alvvaies 
winning,and neuer looling ; to bealwaics receiuing,and 
never lending ; and to be alwayes getting, as though he 
ſhould neuer die, Andithee hauc two keyes to his cheſt 

| _ 


| hecannotbay wiſedome? For aguilr ſaddle and: bridle 


co 
in his hare, to keepe then 
cura pecimiam , So 'thar the carerbetinggreatto 
beth; and the gricfeno.leſſe-to looſez men ſhould'be 
aduiſed how they beginne toger, ſinceto fave alittle of 
their wealth,they hazard much of their honor: for gaine 
&pgerting are but weake pillersto-vphold a 'good name: 
becauſe covetouſneſſe and honour , are of themſelues 
contrarie, and cannot agree together in one man. And 
although he have grear riches and poſſeſsjons;yetin his 
owne conceit he lacketh ſo much, as he ſeerhrhimſelfe 
deuaunced by another thathath more, Tris painfullro 
many to ſee a few above them ; becauſe they conſider 
not how many be beneath them, Riches isneither good 
nor cuill of it ſelfe, but by relation,:accordingro the vic 
or abuſeof it, Neither doe riches hurrtheir poſſeſſour, 
if he vie chem well,nor neede maketh apoore mancom- 
mendable, And therefore faith Saint Ambroſe, Letrich 
men learne, that there is no fault inriches and poſleſsi- 
ons, but in themthat know not how1owvſe them;For as 
tothe wicked riches isa hinderance, iv totheigoodit is 
a furtherance to vertue, For what profiterh it thee (ſaith 
Saint Awguſtine) to have a cheſt full of goods, if rhy con- 
ſciencebeemprtie? Thou vvilt haue goods; and thou 
vvilt nor be good thy ſelfe:. Thou oughreſt ro-be a» 
ſhamed of thy goods , if thy Houſe be tult of-goods; 
and haue of thee an euill Maiſter. And Eccleſiaſticus 
ſaich, VV hatprofieth ir a foole to have riches, ſeeing 


maketh a horſe nothing. the better,” And*rhis is come 
monly ſcenein theſe dayes, rhat whom Fortune ray« 
ſeth a foote in riches and reputation, hee lifterh vp! him- 
(cite a yard in pride & coucrouſneſle , By which ſayings 

it 
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ie- appezreih};,thar- riches neither couerouſly gorren} 
nor niggardly hourded , nor vainely ſpent : to himthar 
eſtimarech them with a ſound and vpright judgement, 
and vſeth them asthey ought , and to that purpoſe for 
which they were ordained , may be a furtheranceto fe. 
licitie , To this ſe ſerueth the old Grecke Poets 
counſell, Hefiedus , made Latin (if I forget not) by Sir 


Thomas Moore : 


Tanguem iam moriturus, parts viere rebus, 
Tanquam victurus denus farce tur, 
Ile ſapit qui perpenſis his rite duobas, 


P arcs erit certo, munificus que modo. 


Bur the paines men commonly take in getting ri- 
ches, and the carcin keepingthem, and the ſorrow for 
looſing them , maketh men rather vnhappiethen hap« 
pic that pofſceſle them . The next way to riches (ſayth 
Senecs) is by contemning riches : for ſome man may 
contemne all things , but no man can haue all things, 
And yer to vofſeſſ: riches without feare and care, may 


| beprofhiable to him that haththem , The onely un br 
thar hee 


doe that, is for a man to perſwade himſelfe, 

may liuexvell without them , Compare the riches thou 
haſt loft, with the cares that be gone withthem, and 
thou mayeſt call it gaine , It is more caſlic to depart 
from the rules of vertue in the ſtate of riches then of 
povertic. He, whom in abundance (ſaycth Gregorie) 


_ pufteth nor vp, nor in neceſsitie delires prouoke, 
oweth howe to vſcplentic, and to ſuffer penvurie, 


For no man is ouer throwen withthe gricfc of aduerſt- 


tic, that js not ouertaken with the pleaſures of pro- 


ſperitie. Our forefathers-(ſayth one) were ſo wiſe , and 
we 


_ 


of the Felicitie of man; 491 
weſo ſimple, haves they laboured nar; butto know, 


2nd we trauell not, butto haue. Antift; ſaid; thatriches 
without vertue yceld as much pleature , as 'a banquet 
without any bodie at it. 
But Horace noting the cuill eſtimationandvſeof tis 
ches, ſaid, it brought all things ro paſle., | 
Virtw, ſama, atcus, dinins, humaenaque 
Dinitia parent, quas qui confiruxerit, ille 
Clara erit, forts, tuſtine, ſapiens etiam rex, 
Et quicquid volet, hac, velutt virtute paratam, 
Sperauit magna laudi fore, | 
T he deſire of honour, andglorie, and principalitie 
hath beenc ſhewed by many examples, and is ſeene by 
dayly experience,to haue brought many tocxtreme mi- 
ſcrie: which , being duely conlidered by dwerſe wiſe 
Princes, hath inducedthem inthe higheſt degree of ho- 
nour , to giue ouer their principalitie, andto leade in a. 
meane eſtate a private life. 7r4;ax ſaid , thathe marucl- 
led more of the contempt, that Cimcinalw,Scipio,and M; 
Porcitvs had of great eſtate and worldly goods , then of 
their victories, King Aztiochus, whentheRomanecs had 
taken from him his dominion-in Alte, and removed him 
beyond ehe mountaine called Taurus, gaue the thanks, 
that they had vnburdened himof ſo great acharge, and 
leſtto himthe poſſeſsion of ameankin bat would 
be gouerned with more caſe : which argueth thatthere 
1s nothing ſo glorious and magnificent , but ir defirerh 
2 moderation , V Vhen Theopompus heard that hiscoun- 
ttiemen had by decrec giuen ham verie great honour, 
hee refuſed it, faying ; that time did' encreaſe meane 
honours, but did aboliſh thoſe that were excceding 
reat , It is better tobe worthie of honour thento haue 
nour , Age/:law king of Sparta, heating Penny 
ations. 
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2 . - The fift beoke 

Neatohewnd people in Greece. had detreed to'ſer-yy 
his image or picture in their cities for honors ſake, wrox 
tothem,, that, hee would haueno picturenor image of 
his made in any ſort tobe ſer vp in any place, Bur w 
is that modeſty & contemprot vaine gloryto be found, 
not ovly among chriſtian Princes, but m meaner cltares; 
who for the moſt part thinke rhemſclues bereaued of 
thcir due, if they be not both pictured and regiſtred,, as 
worthie of perperuall memorie,though their merites be 
litle or nothing ? Bur Heefdaus comented himfeltfe with 
honeſtlic, chufing rather to bee engrauen by his vertue 
in mens breaſts, thento hang vp againſt che walfes, or 
to be (cr vpinthe market place, ingold or brafſe: For 
there is nota more beautitull picture, then the honou- 
rable memoric of alite well ſpent, And therefore men 
ſhould be carefull to leaue ſuch pictures behind them, 
as may rather ſhewe the images of their minde then 
the lincaments of their face and bodice, And men of 
noble minds glorie not in the beautie of their bodie, 
which is ſo ſoone defaced & at an end: but in wiſedome, 
in fortitude, and in thoſerhings that ſhew the vertue of 
the minde, And thereforethe Romaines when they ap- 
pointed to any excellent man his imageto bee made, 
they cauſedit to be apparelled in along gowne, if they 
decreed it ro him for any ciuill commendation ; bur if 
it were forthe glorie of the warres, then he was armed: 
exprelsing not onely the forme of his bodice, but alſo 
in ſome lort the vertue of his minde, Hee is worthy 
of honour indeedeuvho in his owneopinion deſerueth 
not that hee hath , and'in the opinion of others deſer- 
ueth much morethen thar he poſleſſeth, Honor therfore 
and glorie, and rule, and reputation haueno rieceſſari8 
part-in a happylife ; neither are they any helpe ay" 
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ther hinderancero felicity; Andyer they that vſchonor 
asthey ovght, may beneverthieleſfſ@ happy, by thereſti- 
monie of a learned man: * | 
 Honorem conſecats, diuitias proba wirtutis inflrumenta 
facite: Sic boni credemini, & vitam beatam degere poteris 
is, 
This ſufficiencie thereforg that bringeth foorth con- 
tentation and happinefle, muſt hauereſpeCt ronature, 
and to ciuilitic , meaſured by the ſound iudgement of a 
minde voyde of all perturbations, Nature hath giuen to 
euery man to be happy, if he knew how to vſeir: forhe 
thatthinketh hisgoods and poſleſsions not to be great 
enough, is farre from felicitie , though hee were Empe- 
rour of the whole world. . For what matter is it'whate- 
ſtarea man be in, if himſelfe thinke it norto be good, 
ſeeing happineſſe commethof acontemted mind? Heis 
happy that ſeemerh not ſo ro other men, but to himſelfe, 
Bur this is a great vnhappineſle , ro which men are ſub- 
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Cland, 


je, rhat then they ſhall know their folly , and nor be- 


fore, when they ſhall nor be able ro inde anyremedie, 
Such a mind that isclenſed from the intemperanceof his 
!mpure and vnruly affections, knoweth how ro find ove 
this ſufficiencie, and ſuffereth reaſon to perſwade him 
to betherewithcontented, He can make choiſe of pleg- 
ſures & delights, & ſo moderate them as they ſhallbeno 
hinderancetofclicitic,he cſtimateth things as they are,8 
not asthey ſhew to be : honor &glory, dominion & re- 
putation,& all other pomps and worldly vanities, which 
are ſo much deſired and wondered at of men, as the per- 
feQion of felicity , he eſteemeth as the frumps of For- 
tune,& ruggles for children to play with, & nothing ap- 
p—_—_ to happineſle, Richesifchey tohim, 
e vſeth to (erue hisneceſsitic and callingy"and - the 
ne» 
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benefit of others, and not to be made a ſlane vnto rh 
which is made for his vic: knowing that'a 
man is good to no bodie, and worſt of all to himſelfe; 
The beſt meaſure of riches, after Seweca his opinion, is, 
not to fall into pouertie,, nor.to befarre from pouertiey 
which agreeth withthe Poet : 


Falix qui potnit contentus vinere parus. 


One compareth a temperate man that is. contented 
with alittle, ro him that tranelleth inthe Spring by little 
journeys through a pleaſant fertile country. Phil: de Co» 
wines ſaith, that there is nothing better in this miſerable 
life, then to fearethe iudgement of God, in all thingst@ 
obſerue equitie, andto be content with a meane eſtate; 
and not to wearie our (clues With thoſe cares, which are 
vndertaken of many through ambition , and agreedig 
deſire to-encreaſe their eſtate, If wee could enter into 
this courſe of life, and hold:ic, we ſhould liverhemore 

vierly, and be leſſe afflicted: with fickneſſe and feareof 
death, For as much then, as by the opinion of wiſe and 
learned men, and by common experience, the meane &+ 
Nate, or that which is berweene the meane and the ex» 
rreamitie downward , is moſt free from the things that 
bringeth infebcitie, it ſhalbe good for him chat dell 
reth to line happily, to aſpire no higher, thereby roheap 
— ypon himſelf cauſes of intelicitic, it it pleaſe God ſo plene 
tifully to blefle him, a-tlolls/ 
13 ele 1] ngapes meaiis tranquilia triumphant.” (5 
Si ſapss, affect us mediocrie, ſanima periclis abuis. 
Homer writeth,that king Galuicins,a man endued with 
many goodly gitts, feat to their Oracles ro delire them 
hat they would not gjue him ſo licrle, thatihe (hould be 
infcrious 
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inferiour toall, nor ſo much, that he ſhould be hated of 
all, bur racher a meane eſtate , nthar-allmen might loue 
him: for I had rather (ſaid he) be acompanion \vith ina« 
ny by loue, then King of all withenny, 

T he eſtates or kinds of life may be comparedtothe 
Zones,by which the Coſmographers deuide the world; 
according to theyr temperature, The high dignities, 
and honourable eſtates, may be likened tothe burning 
Zone, which the Mathematicians call Zena torrida,be- 
cauſe they that live vnder that partofthe heauen, are 
continually parched and vnquieted with the extreame 
heate of the Sunne, that hath his courſe alwayecs ouer 
their heads, So the Princes and great eſtates, by the ordi- 
nary courſe of their affayres, & vnlooked for accidents 
incident to that callmg , are inthe vvhole courſe of 
their lite vnquieted with care-and troubles, with: ſul- 
pition and feare, or with an ambitious deſire toecnlarge 
their dominion or poſleſsions, andto encreaſe or main-+ 

ztainetheyr reputation, and ſuch like, And therefore one 
calleth imperiam , honeitiſsimam ſepulturam , They that 
live in pouertyand lacke, (an extremitie contrary tothe 
other) whereby they are vnquicred with continuallcare 
and feareof want, to ſupply the neceſsitic of them and 
theirs, may be likened ro them that dwell vnder the cold 
Zone; called Zonafrizida; who by want of the-Sunnes 
heate, through his farre diſtance, fecle for the moſt part 
extreame cold, and Icade a paintull life, In the middeſt 
betweene them both is the temperate Zone, called 
Zona temperata, where, according to hisname,. menare 
neither ſubieCt to the extremity oft heare, nor the bitrer- 
neſſe of cold, but liue in a pleaſant mediocrity , voyde of 
both extremities. Sothey that live in a meane eſtate, are 


free from the troubles, cares & dangers, to which high 
dignitics- 
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dignities are ſubieQ by their exceſſe and fuperfluiries; 
which allure to vice : and likewiſe from the feare of 
nurie and want which tormenteth the poore eſtate, He 
therefore that is in a meaneeſtate, or not ouer neareex« 
creme pouertic, hath a ſufficiencie of riches to the helpe 
of felicitic. 


wne—— Non capit magnos mots 
Humilg tecli plebeia domus, 


In every common-wealth (ſayth Ariſtotle) there be 
three kinds of men ; rich, poore,& the meane betweeng 
both ; among which they that be in a meane eſtate bee 
beſt, becauſerhe meane is alwaics beſt, For he that will 
behold many of them that glitter in gold and filuer, and 
areaccounted happy bytheir brave attire & great traine, 
not that way as they are ſcencand appeareto bee in outs 
ward ſhew , but that way as they are couered and hid: 
den,ſhall perceiuecthem to be like puppets; who ſo long 
as they are couered and diſguiſed, thew like men , but 
when any thing hapneth that diſturbeth and vncovereth 
them, then appcareth what baſe matter and puſillani- 
mitic lyeth hidden and couered vnder that falſe ſhew 
and counterfeit brauery . And they that bee alwaies 
ſcraping together riches, and deuilting how to encreaſe 
their poſſelsions, can neuer leade aquiet life, nor enioy 
that happines they louke for, For by expecting con- 
tinually after that which is rocome, they looſe the plea- 
ſurerhey ſhould take in that they poſleſle : like roa dog 
that wayting at his maiſters table, ſwalloweth whole 

the meate hee caſteth him without any pleaſure, ga- 
ping flill for the next morſell that is ro come, But 
wt may be ſaid, that the toileandlabor men rake in gathe- 
ring riches is pleaſant , when they ſee their wealth en» 
creaſe: 


| and bleed, it isa pleaſure ro behure with theyr 
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_ creaſe: ſois it even as to thoſe vncleane bodies, whoſe vi. 


cers & (cabs delirerubbing & ſcratching vntil they ſmart 
ovvne 
hands : ſo cothem in whoſe corrupr and dehled minde, 
immoderate deſires and cupidities breake our,as it were 
(cabs or byles, painfull labour and vnquietneſſe,andtur- 
moyling in the world , to feede the humour of their 

reedy and vnſatiable deſires, isa pleaſure and delight, 


et no man thinke whilſt he liueth in the fleſh to ſatisfie ener; 


the fleſh: it hath power to rake our life from vs, but we 
arenot able to take away from it his inordinate delires; 
And the Scriptureſaith, that worldly men do ſo drowne 
themſelues in the cares and cogitations of thislife , that 
they leaueno place to thinke vpon Gods affaires, which 
arethe dulinelſe of their ſoules , But happineſſe conſ1- 
ſteth in a mind endued with vertue, voyde of all pertur- 
bations and vnquietneſſe, that is, contented with that 
which is ſufficient,that contemneth worldly pompeand 
vanities, and all other things vvhich mens ſuperfluous 
labour provideth, as an ornament to pleaſe their fences; 
vvhich are giuen or taken away by Fortune (asthe Phi- 


lolophers vie to ſpeake.) Calamities, loſſe and iniuries, Sene. 


can doe no more againſt vertue, then athinnecloude a- 
gainſt che Sunne, 
 Hethat will make choiſe of an happy life (ſaith Sene- 
«) muſt not follow the manner of lite vſed by themulti- 
tude and greateſt part of men, butrather ſuch a kind of 
life as is ahogerher contrarie thereunto: and that muſt 
be by diſpiling rhe glory, honour, pride , aridprayſe of 
the world ; and.indge nothing woorthy tobe eſteemed 
but vertue; which is ſufficient to bring men'tothe ful- 
neſſe of true glory' & felicitie : for vertue depending vp- 
onhecowneriches, careth _ ry the favour & _ 


— 
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of the multirude, ' 
Now hee that hath found a ſufhciencie inrichesoe 
poſſeſsions, and in other things neceſſarietolite, myf 
prepare a mind to withſtand &reliſt all manner of acci; 
dents & miſaduentures,to which men are ſubicQ ſo long 
as they walke in this vale of miſcrie. He muſt be voyd 
all feare of any thing that may happen to him, whethe 


je be lofſe of dominion,or of lands, or goods,of children, 
Or any other thing that is moſt deare vnto him : which 
he may the more calily do, it he conſider with how litlh 
2man may maintaine his life, as the Poer ſaith: 

Diſcite quam paruo liceat prodacere vitam, 

Et quantum ndturapelat: 


Socrates opinion was, thar neither principalitie, nor& 
bundance of riches and poſſeſsions maketh a man haps 
pic; as appeareth by a communication which Plato brin> 
gethinto be betweene him and another,thus: But 6 S 
crates there need. no examplesof antiquatie to, confute 
you ; but ir may be manifeſtly praued by neiv examples, 
even but yeſterday, that manic vniuſt and vnhoneſt men 
be happy : V Vhich bee they (laith Socrates ?) Do yenot 
ſee (ſaith theother) Archelaus, ſonne of Perdicas, raigne 
ouer Macedon ? Though I ſeeit nor, heare it: Doth he 
ſcemeto you happie, or vnhappic ? 1 know nor,becabſe 
I was neuer conuerſant with him : but whar if you had 
had his companie, would you then know him? Canyou 
take knowledge of his felicitie by no others meanes ? No 
trulie, Then it ſeemeth (0 S#crdtes) that you will ſay likes 
wile, 1cannat tell whether the great king of Perltabee 
happieor not : and ſoit js true, for I know not how hee 
is inſtructed with learning or with juſtice . Doth all fel 
Eity conlift in this ? Truly by mine. opinion; for I ac 
count 
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count that man or woman that is honeſt and good, to be 
happic : and him that is vniuſt and vnhoneft, vnhappie: 
Then according to yours words, Archelawis vnhapie, 
Yea ſurely, if he be vniuſt and vnhoneſt, Thus much of 
Socrates, Yer negligence isto bee anoyded , and proui- 
dence without ouer much care, and poſſeſsivn withour 
feare isneceſlarie and requiſite, Iris a wiſe mans partto 


| puraſide dangerous things beforethey com to do hurt: 


for the loſſe or harme a man receiueth by his own fault, 
is more grieuous then that which happeneth to him by 
another man . Thacidides (aith, it isno ſhame for a man 
to confeſſe his pouertie: bur it is a ſhame to fall into it 
by his owne fault , He muſt have all things premeditate 
that happeneth to men, andthinkethe ſame may fall vp- 
pon him : for the things that are foreſcene before, pierce 
not ſo deepely as that which commeth ſuddenly, and 
taketh a man vnwares , Hee that will make his life plea- 
fant, muſt not take ouermuch careto provide for it,nei- 
ther can any man take full pleaſure of anie thing, except 
he bave a mind prepared for the loſſe of ir. One prote- 
ſterh by long ſtudy to have learned this, to contemne 
mortall things , and not to bee ignorant of his igno- 
rance. 

Death is to all men by nature terrible, but to a Chri- 
fan that knoweth with how great an aduantage hce 
changeth his eſtate, it ought to bee had in contempr : 
whereof the heathens that knewe not God , nor what 
ſhould become of them, made litle account;who for fri- 
uolous cauſes wold offer themſclues voluntarily to dye * 
whoſe examples,thoughthey be not to be followed, but 
avoyded as an vnlawfull & vnnaturall at , yetthey may 
ſerue to perſwade men, the rather to diſcharge them- 
clues of 1ll feare of death , _ hauc an aſſured —_ 
K k2 an 
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and certaine knowledge to: poſſeſſe the vn 
ioyes of heauen, when the Infidels through a vaine: 


ued,would often make choiſe of a voluntary death.Cles; 

brotws, having read Plato his booke of theimmorrality of 

the ſoule , wherein hee diſſwadeth men fromthe ouer. 

much loue ofthis life , and thinking hee had foundrthe 

ready way to deliuer his ſoule out of priſon,caſt himſelfe 

downe head-long from a high wall,and brake his neck, 

They haucacuſtome in Narſmge, that when the men 

dic, theyr wiues be buricd alive with them, & that with 

great ſolemnitieand ivy . And whenthe King is dead, 

there isapile of wood of a moſt pleaſant ſauour ſet on 

fice, and the Kings carkaſle carried into it: and thenall 

his concubines whereof hee hath grear ſtore, and all hig 

familiar friends and fauourits, and ſuch of his ſeruantss 

were in eſtimation with him, are likewiſe carried into 

that pile of wood; to which place they goe with ſuch 

haſt & ioy to be burnt, that to accompany theyr King in 

that kind of death, they ſeeme to eſteeme it the greateſt 
honour and felicitie thatcan happen to them, 

The Indians by cuſtome doe marry many wiues, and 

DU: Max, When the husband is dead, there is great contention as 

mong his wiues, whichof them heloued beſt, rhat ſhee 

may beburied with him: then ſhe that hath judgement 

with her, with great ioy and merry countenance, isled 

by her friendsto the place, and caſting herſelfe into the 

fire vpon her husband , is burnt with him as amoſt 

pe woman ; the reſt remaining,leading a ſorrowfullitez 

here bath beene a people dwelling by the Mounraines 

called Rifet , who hold this for acuſtome , when they 

cometo the age of hfry, they make great piles of wood, 

and put fire to them, and there burne themſclues =_ 

= 


of abetter life, wherein neuertheleſſe they were decei. 
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folke and children make a greatfeaſt, and doe earerheye 
fleſh halfe burnt, and drinke with wine the duſt of their 
bones. How much lefſe then ſhould' Chriſtians feare 
death, when it pleaſeth God ro ſend for them, that hope 
for a ner afrer this life ? They make a 


goor bargaine , that withchedeathof the body ſecke 
eſaluation of their ſoule, bw 


Plato ſaith , all thelife of wiſe men is the meditation 
 . yppondeath: andthar men oughtnotro becarefull'to 
| livelong, but roliue well. Forthe honourable age(ſaith 
Salomon) is notthat which is of long time, neither that 
which is meaſured bythe number of yeeres , but wiſe- ©4/"- 
dome isthe gray haire , and an vndehled life is old age; 
And Earipides ſaith, This life islifeby name, but in very 
deede labour. Death is not a torment, bur areſt andend 
of all mans miſeries and labours., | 
Vita quid ett hominam ? Spes et formido futari, ' 
Anltum triflitia latitizque parum, 

And Seneca, Before old age come, a manſhonld learne 
toliuvewell, and inoldagerodie well , But the day of 
our death (ſaith Gregory) our Creator would not haue 
knowneto vs, that the ſamebeeing alwaies vnknowne, 
may be alwaiesthought to be arhand: and thar everie 
man ſhould be ſo much the more feruent in operation, 
by how much hee is vncertaine of his vocation: that 
whilſt we be vncertaine when we ſhall die, wee may al- 
wayes come prepared to death, And becauſeit is ſo cer- 
taine athing that no man can eſcape, it ſhallbegood 
alwayestothinke vppon death, eſpecially in thetime of 
PAR for the often thinking there-vppon,' will 

idle and reſtraine all other edvill ts and deſires 
of vyorldly- vanities : for in” profperirie -vvee forget 
Kk23 humane 


maine fraikie . It is reported: chat the 
Charles the fiſt, fiue yeares before he died, even when he 
was occupied in his greateſt affaires , cauſed a y can 
tobe made with all thi raining to it, that was 
neceſſarie for his burial, being dead, andthat ſecretlie, 
leaſt it might bee taken for oſtentation or hypocriſiez 
which things he had cloſely caried with him w fo 
euer he went five yeares together z ſomethinking there . 
had bin ſome great treaſure init,ſome other, that there 
had been books of old ſtories: ſome thought onething. F 
ſome another : but the Emperour ſmiling, ſaid, that hee - 
caricd it about with him for the vſe of athing rohim& 
boue all others moſt precious, Inthat ſort be ſcemedig 
ſer death alwayes before his eyes, that the continuall re 
membrance therof might drive from his heart the vaine 
pompe and pride of this world, 1 
Soſhould every wiſeman prepare himſelfe, and think 
often vppon death, neither to feare it , nor todelireit, 
bur alwayes expect Gods will 'and ordinance. VVhen 
onefelt death comming, he ſayd ; 
Inaeni portum, [pes &F fortuna valete : 
Nil mihi vobiſcum,ludite nunc altos. 
Let vs imagine that we ſee a man of meane eſtate, 
whoſe mind iscleanſed from al perturbations & vnquiets 
neſſe; that hath worldly wealth, reputation, & all orher 
vanities (for which men arecalled happic)in comempty 
that is reſolute & voide of all ſcare,cuen of deathir i 
that eſteemeth.nothing to bee greatly regarded or 
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for but a vertuous mind.; that taketh all things that hap« F « 
peneth to him,cither as Gods bleſsing, or his croſſe,&all F i 
for his good; whoſe mind'is alwayes-quict andclearey JI I 
that holdeth this opinion, as the ſentenceofan Oracles || t 
that no man can be huie, except he be hure of himſeliey } 2 


who 


- 
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himequall with the Emperour ? Nay he beofa: 
right 1udgement) wouldnor pref beforeall Ems. 
perours & kings inthe world,as more happiethenthEal? 

Heeis accounted agreat eſtate that hath dominion: 
and power oucr others, but heis agreateſtare indeede 
that hath himſelfe in hisxowne power. Andtherefore if 
thou deſire to be great , and ro make all things ſubict 
tothee , make thy ſelfe ſubictroreaſon: thou ſhaltcule 

- . much if reaſon rulethee, Burifſucha man as we ſpeake 
of, benor , or hardly ro befound ; thatis able among © 
many aſſaults and afflitions, to which men are ſubieR, 
to make ſufficient reſiſtance (as without Gods eſpeciall 
gon faueen ro his endeuour,itisnot poſsible)yerler vs 
ct ſuch a man befare our eyes @4n our conceit togiue 
vsaime , the better co direct our leuell : and though we 
ſtrike not the marke, yetlet vs labour to ſhoot as neere 
tas wecan, Andif we cannot attaineto that which is 
anſwerable tothe name of felicitic , yet we ſhall the ra- 
ther by that means auoyd many parts of infelicitie, For 
hee that laboureth not to erre (ſaith Plato) miſſeth nar- 
rowly, V Ve arctroublous many times to-our ſelues, by 
deliring and coucting thoſe. thingsthat bee not worth - 
the hauing,asabundance of riches, reputation, and ſuch 
like, Bur Plato ſaith, nor the rich, butthe wiſe and 
dent auoid miſerie, V Ve are often vnquieted with 
ofthe loſſe of thoſe things,thelacke wherof,if we looke 
throughlicintothe marer, isxnothurtfullro vs, butan 
| opinion of harme , V Ve feare maniethings , tharhath 
in them noching that is dreadfull but the feare it ſelle, 
Put away joyes, fearc and hope, and be not ſorrowtull'z 
the mind is cloudy & bridled where theſe things raigne. 
Demetrins (aid, that he accounted none more Ns 
dk 4 then 


then he that never tafted of ; Whichrox ver 
traouUs man is an exerciſe of his vertue, which otherwiſe 
would wither and loofe his forceand brightneſſe; wy.' 
ron withreſtgathererh ruſt, but with vſe and occupying! | 
it ſhineth bright. The beſtthing in worldly things, isto | 


contemne the things of this world , Aman by natureig | 


* 


ſubie& to ſickneſle; and by loſſe of his goods 'may fall! | 


intopouertic; &bythe diſpleaſure ofthe Prince or peos) 
ple, may looſe his reputation ; but to make him viciouy' * 
that is vertuous; wicked,that is honeſt; a coward,that is 
valiant ; baſe-minded,that is of noble courage,is neither - 
inthe power of nature, of men, nor of Fortune : & ther« 
fore to a man endued with vertue , nothing can happen/ 
that can greatly diſtemper him, who onely triumpheth 
ouer all thoſe things that make other men vnhappy. 


Ile ſapit ſolus, volitant alii velut umbra : 


V'Vhen vertue is preſcnt, men take example therat (ſaith 
Salomon) and if it go away,yet they delire it : it is alwayes 
crowned, & triumpheth, & winneth the battel & the vn- 
defiled rewards. It ſtandeth as a tree well rooted; which 
though it bee ſhaken with diverſe winds , yer none can 
make it fall, He knoweth his body, his lands and goods 
be ſubieQ rothe power of men: but ſo long as his mind 
is free to himſelte & at libertie, hee makethno greatac- 
count of the reſt: hee can moderate proſperitie; beate 
ſtourly and aſſwage the ſharp ſtings of aduerſities ; & de- 
ſpiſe thoſe things which other men wonder ar. Ir is the 
propertie of a great mind to condemne great things,and 
rodeſire rather meane matters then ouer great. If there 
bee any happy man in this world (ſaid Socrates) it is hee 
that hathacleane and vndetiled ſoule, & acleareconſci- 

cnCp 


Of the Felicitie of man. 
enceſtained with nothing : for in him only the miſteries 
of God may bee beheld and ie Pt moſt pleaſane 
and ſweet thing in mans life (ſaid hee) is learning,” ver- 
rue, &the hiſtoric of vnknownethings: & quietneſleof 
life, free from worldly affaires & troubles, & void of cu- 
pidiries & deſires, which diſtemper the tranquility ofthe 
mind , he'preferreth before all that a man canpoſſeſſe: 
for he is happy that hathno need, and deſireth-no more. 
Tranquilitie of conſcience, and ſecurity of innocencie 
maketh a happy life: for nothing bringeth more labor & 
trouble to this life, then to boyle with earthly deſires : 
and nothing cauſcth morequietneſle, thento delire no- 
thing oftheſe worldly matters, ; 

| Therefore he muſt [uppreſle his copidities anddelires 
that will bee happie , and*be content with that which 
God ſendeth , So may hee, after Seneca, that can vie 
a meane in his delires, contend with /#piterin felicitic, 
he muſt not belifted vp with the luſtines andpleaſures of 
youth, nor deictted with the infirmitics and diſcomodi- 
ties of age. Though 
Anlta ferunt anni venientes commoda ſecum, 
Awita recedentes adimunt, 


But alwayes let his minde be fixed in heauenly things, 
and thinke that the end of his race is nor farre of, For 
they line beſt, ſayth Xenophon, that rake moſt caretobe- 
come very men - bur they live moſtſyweetely ,-thac 
mof? feele thar they are made better, © 

Seneca affirmeth this by his owne experience, Rebus 
paruys alta pr eFatuy quies . The wiſe Emperour CM ares 
Aurelius feemeth to be of the ſame opinion, when hee 
raxeth the follie of men, that forſake aquier life they 


might find at home, to ſeek with trouble, for aduance- 
menr 
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wiſe, but more fooles, and the foole of all is he 
who being at reſt jn his houſe, ſearcherh with diligence 


elſewhere,troubles, traucls, & ities: for that for 
the moſt part he reapeth noother fruit of the officesand 
eſtates for which he ſearcheth abroad, then to ſuffer 
cominuall paine,care,&griefe at home, If men inferiour 
rothis noble Emperour in wiſedome and knowledpe, 
would rclie vpon his iudgement and counſell,and learne' 
to flic opinion grounded vppon acommon cuſtome of 
the multitude, they ſhould hnd better meanesto attaine. 
toa happy life with loue and quietnes, then by hunting 

ſo earneſtly after credite and reputation , to makethem 
enuicd and hated of others, with traucll & vexation both 
of body and mind tothemſelwes. And though officers 
and funQions muſt of neceſsitic be in every common 
wealth, and eucry man bound to ſerue and employ his 
traucll in theſame , yet they ſhould expeAthe time of 
their calling, andnot prevent it,by intrudingthemſclues 
beforetheir vocation, The Venetians have Magiſtrates 
called Pregadi of the word,becauſc in the firſt foundati- 
on of their Citty,men were prayed to takethe office,and 
tohelp to goucrne the eſtate, But in theſe daies thereis 
no necd to pray mentotake offices of government, but 
men themlelues will pray, and with great labour and 
other meanes (ue with ſhame enough for offices of rule, 
t h meanc,and themſclues inſuthcient, and of lice 
worth, Eucry man now will bea Magiſtrate, and beare 
rule ouer others,though hee cannor well governe him- 
ſelfe., which hath brought things that were heeretofore 
| hadinregard,almoſt in contempr,as Saint Hierome ſaith 
Thingsot great price by ouermuch vſe looſe their eſti- 
mation. T he pride, ambition, vaine glory & Fonrnpuon 


A 


of theſe latter dayes , RE cniatitnrn 
things: butthoſe ambitious & vaine-glorious men that 
hunt after officcs of rule and charge, withour due conſ(t- 
deration oftheir owne inſufficiencie, and vnworrhines 
to beare rule, cuen in meanecallings alſo, areaptly re- 
prehended by the Earle of Surrey, thus: 


For with indifferent eyes, 

My ſelfe can well diſcerne, 

How ſome in flormes to enide 4 hip, 

Do ſecke to take the ſkerne. 

VV boſe prattiſe if Iwere proued, 

In calme to guide « barges 

Aſjuredly beleene it well, 

It were 100 great aWharee. 

And ſome I ſee azaine, 

Sit flill, and ſay \- ſmall, 

VV ho could dee tex times more then they, 

That ſay they can doceall, 

VV boſe goodly gifts are ſach, 

The more they underſtand, 

The more they ſceke to learne end know, 
And take leſſe charge in hand, 


Septimiss Seuerus, after hechadpaſſed through manie 
of the moſt principall and moſt honourable offices of 
the Romane Common-wealth, and ended his Conſul- 
ſhip, he remained a whole yecre without any office; af« 
ter whichtime he would often ſay, that the beſt & mer- 
rieſt dayes inall his life, he paſſed thatyeere, wherein he 
had no office inthe common wealth, Plats ſayth, that 
" Fortune is more contrary\tothat man whomſhee ſuf- 
fereth not ro enioy thathge hath, then to himto _ 


heder 
daily experience) can attaine to honour, fam 
ws 9 mgr get po ro ty that havenotthe meang 
afterwards to enioy them , ſome becauſe they cannot, 
others, becauſethey will nor, y 
By this which hatb been ſaid, it appearethi that ſelici. 
tieinthegreateſt part proceedeth from the minde, Of 
externe things alitleis ſufficientto bring contentment 
to him that hath a mind framed roche purpoſe, andin- 
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clined to vertue : ſothat we muſt haue a mind prepared, 


and all things premeditate that may happen, 
, by ſs fratius llabator — _a_ 
impanidum feriant ring. 
and not to vnquiet our ſclues with a delire to aduanceor 
change our eſtate, and thinkegpther mens fortune better 
thenour owne : but when ſuch motions trouble vs, to 
looke intothe matter with a ſound and vpright iudge- 
ment, whether the cauſe of ſuch vnquietneſle be withi 
vs, or Without vs; whether in the matter, or in ancuill 


affeted mind: whether there be cauſe in deed, or in opi- 


nion, The vvant of which conſideration, bringeth to 


many much vnquietneſle and diſcontentment, imagi- 
ning the cauſe to proceede from the matter , vvhenit 
commeth of an euill affeted mind, ; 
Thine owne paſsions are they that make warre vpon 
thee, and when thou keepeſt thine enemies within th 
houſe, thou complaineſt of thEthat be abroad, V Vhic 
inconſiancie of mens variable minds, is welnoted of the 


Poet , when hee alleageth a comention berweene the 


country life, and that of the towne : 


Rave ego, vinentem tu dicis in wrbe beatum, 
Cui placel alterius ſua nimiram eſt odio ſors: 
Stultas 


And many might live more 
rather to conmem others then - 


more 
regard to that men ſay, then tothat is meere forchem 
to doe, | . 

Plato compareth our life torableplay , wherein che 
dice muſt chaunce well , and the player muſt diſpoſe 
well of his cafte : now of theſe rwo things, what the 
chaunce of rhedice ſhall be, is not inour power : bur 
to recciue patiently — chaunce, and ſo 
to diſpoſe euerie thing in his ri e, as being , 
it —_ moſt profit vs = being —_— leaſt nano 
the power of a skilfull p8yer: fo hee that ſhall live 
happilie, muſt not onelie have things chaunce well to 
him, but he muſt alſo diſpoſe well of them, Bur that 
things ſhall chance well, is not in our power : butin the 
| powerof God that giveth altthings; bur ſoro diſpoſe 

of them, as cither coy m— good orlitle harme, 
is partlie in our power , it God withdrawe not his. 
grace fromvs . And in this ſort todiſpole of things, 
1s (whether God bleſſe our life and labours with proſ- 
perous .ſucceſle , or entermingle it with ſome croſle 
and adverſe events) to bee thankfull and patient , and 


thinkealltobee done forthe beſt . V Vhatſoener com. Ecc#/e- 


meth vmto thee, receiue it patiently: for heethat can 
moderarelie vſe proſperitie , and patientlie beare ad- 
verſitie, hath a great aduantage tofelicirie, VVhileſt 
wee live in this world wee ſhould rake felicitie for 
borrowed ware, and aduerſity for our naturallpatrimo- 
nie, So that whethera man bee in high eſtate or lowe, 
whether rich or poore, if Gods graces be joyned to a; 


519 __ » Theffftbooke + 
mind endued with vertue, hee may line happily: forng 
eſtate oc callingis excluded from felicitic: yetneuercthe. 
leſſe ſome with moreditfhcultie attaineto itthen ſome 0. 
thers, and need Gods graces in greater meaſurethen the 
reſt: and therefore Senecs his counſell is, becauſe men 
| haue not ſufficieor forceromake reliſtance tothediuers 
ſitie of accidents that chaunceto great eſtates,to ſtraighs 
ten 3/04 PEAR to acertaine meaſure,that they may 
bethe lcſle ſubieR ro fortune : he that bearerh his ſailes 


low, gocth ſurcin a ſlorme: , 


Luatiunt altas ſepe procelle, 

Ant ewertit fortuna domss : 

Minus in parnes fortuna furit, 7 
Raros patttur fulmims iti us | 
humidavalls, 


' Tſocrates likened the life depending vppon forrune,ts 
a great Land-flood, that is, troublous,ſwitt,roaring,dirs 
tie, hard to paſſe ouer, and during but aſhort time: but 
thelifegiuven to vertue, heelikened to a gooudly foun« 
taine, whole water is cleere, vntroubled,ſweer, mectta 
be drunke, to men well afteQed, apt for nouriſhment, 
fruicfull,and void of all corruption and hithines, Dante 
was vſed to ſay,that ſuch as ſought the way that leadeth 
| tothe ſoueraigne or greateſt good, are withſtood vvith 
three principall impediments ; which ro ouercomethey 
ought ro employ all theyr endenour, : The firſt is, the 
delights of the ſences, figured by the Lyonefle,fayreand 
hore by nature,and ſhe through luxuriouſneſſe, accom» 
panied with gluttony & ſloth: The ſecond, is theglory 
of the world,cxpreſſed by the proud & diſdainful Lyon, 
to whoſcambirion & pride is ioyned anger. — 


us 2nd hungry, 

bard wibebecks with ervie.One lth ahamthefalſefe: 
licitie of the world conſiftethinchele fine Lord- 
ſhip, Riches, Honour, Fame; arid:bodily Pleaſure; the 
defret whercot he that can.ſupprefſeor modergte;/'ſhall 
the more ealilyfindtheright way,tothecrue felicitie;/| 

S, Baſel ſaith,that menare wicked and-vnt 
ver content with that they haue, alwaies ſeeking for thar 
they hatie nor, ſad and ſorrowfullfornorobtayning,the 
ſlauc his libertie;the vnnoble man nobility;tHemobleri- 
ches; therich lordſhip ; ,the Lorda kingdoms ztheking 
a monarchie, andrhe Empire of the whole world .' ha: 
eorinus the Philoſopher: was vied to ſay y ; that 2s a man 
yvho is invited by. his-freend. toa\feaſt, rakerh of chac 
which is ſet before him, and iscontented; fovnghr wee 
totake and content our ſeluesvviththat which God gi- 
verh vs. For if un be againſthoneſty, ro aske of that friend 


for: Partridges or Quailes;, ar other dajnry meates and 
drinksthen chat which hehath for him; much 


more it againſt equitieandreaſon;'roaxkeot almightie 
God thisortharthing,morethenhegineth vs,cſpecially 
of his Maicſtie;that knoweth berrer what weneed,and 
5 meet far vs, then we know-ourſelacs, ,* 01 /48'/1 
- Socrates was vicdto (ay,that 
gold or {ilver, or ſuch like;their demaunds were norvn« 

to them that deired roplayae dice., or ſuchlike 
Wings, the cuen andend: whereof.is' vncertaine. The 
things 'whick-are commonly called/ the goods of For« 
wheand of nature, though theybe of themſclues good, 
decauſerthey wer & gitien of C theynei- 


ther bring commoditic nor praiſe, butto thein that vie. 


themwell: ———————— 


they wbich defired of God 


are nor 
thatarenot 
ofthings eth not from our iudgement,bur from 
the will of God, | 1 139 

'Learne therefore to content thy-ſelfe with thines/ 
ſtare, and that which God-giveth thee, and behold ad? 
uvifedly what the things be that drive men almoſt into 
madneſlſe for the defire &lacke.of them, and chou ſhalt 
percciue that theyr loſte and lackeis nothurtfull, bur the 
opinion we hold ofthem./Noman feelerh theyr vvanty 


bur onely thinkeththatbelacketh them, Thou haſt lite 


tle moncy,, ſo haftthoualſo thereby the lefle care and 
trouble: thou haſtlirtle credice and reputation, andther« 
by thelefſe enuy. Thenexe way to tiches and repatatis 
. on;isto.contemne them: burif that ſeeme ro:thee oue? 


hauethem , And ifthou wilt belicue Sexeca, the ſafe 


way to ſclicitie, is toideſpiſeexterne things ; and tobe 


content with that which is honeſt, and-to-thinkerhetn 
happy, whom we callmoſtvnhappy. | 9 


2 
Hope and feare raiſerh gre tempeſts in mens mindesy | 


more theninfelicitis 
minds afrerthingses 


which ioyne togerhertovexemen 


ic ſelfe: for by gaping with vnquiet 


come, they cannot quierly emoy things proſent :8rxhe 
feare of not obrayning that chey hope for; rormentetls 


their minds more grieuouſly then any evill that can hap 
pen; which is conmarie to felicitie, that req 


quick 


hard,liue ſo as though thoudidftnorteStemneall things 
bur rather,as though thoudidfi giue other men leavers. 
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eſtate, 
2nd fewe or none know how to vſe it”: as Perrabke right- 
lie ſaith, with other Authours : Manie are tormente 
with aduerſitie, and others know not how to vieprol: 
peritie: which cauſed Flacew to ſay; OTIS 

Bene ferre magnans diſce fortunam, [7 4 

They thinke wiſely that in profperitie be mindfull of 
aduerſity, And if it happen, beare i gallantly, andlikea 
man,and (ink not vnder thine owne burden. The great- 
nes of the minde neuer ſheweth it ſelfe more clearely 
then amongſt the wounds of Forrune, ſayeth Petrark, 

For all deſire great eſtate and high dignities, but've- 
rie fewe know how they ought to behave rhemſelues - 
inthem : And this may ſeeme ſtrange, that manie can 
with a conſtant minde & vpright iudgement beareloſle, 
pouerrie, impriſonment, exile, puniſhment, painfull di- 
ſcaſes,and death it ſelfe, and few can bearewiththe like 
minde and iudgement riches, poſſefsions, honovr, 
power or dominion: and ſo much the more miſerable 
is their caſe , as they can neither ſuffer the diſeaſe, nor 
endurethe remedie. 

Saint Pamle giueth counſell, thatwee ſhould vſerhe 
world as though wee did not vſe it: ſo ſhould wee vſe 
honour, riches, and ſuchlike —— though wee did 
not viſethem : and though it bee a hard marter to doe as 
wee ought, and to have that is meet, and to attainero 
the meane, yer wee muſt-endeuour not to depart farre 
from the meane: and if wee cannot reach ro the beſt 
things, yet let vs holde thoſe that haue in them leaſt 
vill: following Ariſtotles counſell, that wee ought to 
$ wiſh foraproſperous wind to bring vs tothemeane : 

but becauſethat happeneth ——_ =" 

l, m 
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lomos (aich, T he ſouleof an idle man is alwaies in de. 
ſires, which bringeth with ic many impediments tof6 
licitie, I ings voſnemely for good and ame 
to wiſh, that the beſt things may happen rothem , but 
Ry they muſt beare whatſocuer chaunce, ſo (hall theyde- 
ſcruethe name of vertuous men; as one ſaith : 4 
Events quiſquis refte fert mortaliam, ns 

Mihi wodefl is videtur & oftimus. f, 


To foreſee that no evill happen, is the part of 8 
wiſe man, and of a ſtout man to beace them if they 
happen: and no leſſe wiſedome is itto haucno cohfi- 
dence inthe world, for that (as Guexarra hath rightht 
eſpicd) it hath a cuſtome co hide vnder a little golded 
greatdeaic of drofſe; vnder a reſemblanceof truth 
leades vs in manie deceits; and to our verie feweand 
ſhorr delights , it joyneth infinit  griefes and diſpiet 
ſures : vnto whom it (heweth moſ} favour, in him 
moſt perill of deſtrution, for that the allurements df 
the. world be bur baites to beguile ſuch as birethem: 
and who ſeruesthe world in diſdaine & mockerie, find 
his recompence molt iuſt and true; where to hi 
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weerthinke our eſtate beſt eſtabliſhed}, 'cuenthen" wee 
are neareſt our overthrowe and ruine, Bur itis hard 
for a young man to bee wiſe, and'for an oldemanto 
be happie, So/oncalleth him FRE 
hi vertu« 


poſſciſed with externe thingy, | 
ouſly,and liveth modeſily, The partof a wiſemanisnor 
thathe hath, 


to with for that he hath not, butto'vſewell 
Anaxagoras alſo ſeemed not to thinke him | 
was rich , orof greatpower, becauſe himſelſe delp 
worldly wealth and poſſeſsions; for the which being 
ſ and mocked of the people , hee ſaid\, hee mar- 
uelled not that hee was ofthe common and baſeſorr of 
men accounted a foole and vnwiſe , becauſe ſuch judge 
according to externe things, and asthey can compre- 
hend with their ſenſes . And they that by their/induſtry 
haucattained to wiſdome and knowledge, areforthe 
moſt part leſſe contented then they were before they 
had gorten that wiſedome ; and alſo then-they that 
bee vnlearned, and not greatly wiſe, For the ſimple and 
y__ , becauſe they cannot looke throughly into 
the eſtate of things , nor knowe how they bee 
managed , are not troubled and vnquiered inminde (o 
much as the wiſer ſort are, that-cannot endure with 
patienceto ſee things evilldone, though they beenor 
their owne, which bringeth muchtrouble and vnquier 
nes to their minds: which made Salomon (ay, I gu 
hart ro the vnderſtanding of wiſedome andle 
errors and fooliſhnes; & I that intheſe 
alſo is paine and afflition of ſpirit, "becauſe intomuc 
wiſedome entreth much griefe;, and hee thar genteth 
knowledge,gerteth ſorrow:by which words ir ſeemerh, 
that Salomon would giue vs TY aka that he lived” 
” more 


- 
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more contentedly being ignorant,then when he hadre: 
ceived wiſedome , For true it is, thatthe ignorant live | 
with leſſe vexation of ſpirit , and ſuffer things topaſſe 


without any great gricfe, becauſetheir heads arenot ocs 
cupied with any deepe imaginations or conceits, ſup 


poling that no man knoweth more then themſeluex; 
neither are they ſo much vnquieted with ambitionand 
delire-of. honour , For they that bee of the greateſt 
wit and deepeſt conceir , are for the moſt part giuen 
to. vice, becauſe they ſuffer themſelues to bee guided 
by their naturall inclination , and are more ſubieQ then 
others to this bumour of ambition - repoſing their 
fclicitie. io honour and glotie; rothe attayning w 
of, by their excellencie of wit, they finde better meanes 
then-the reſt , For experience teacheth vs, that men 
commently of ſharpe judgement, are not alwayes of 
ſound condition. The confideration whereof moued 
Ariſtotle taaske whereof itcameto paſſe , that manbes 
ing ſo greatly inſtructed , was the moſt vniuſt of all 
creatures,” To which probleme hee anſwereth, thats 
man hath much wit and great imagination; and theres 
fare he findeth many wayes to do cuill : and (becauſeby 
hisnature he delireth delights, and ro bee ſuperiourto 
all others', and of greater felicitie) hee muſt of necelsitie 
offend, for that theſe things cannot be attained without 
doing inturie to many, | = 

Theeſtate of Kings and Princes (in the common opi 
nion of the world) istaken to bee a moſt ny 
but to thoſe that looke into the matter, wittra ſound 
and vpright iudgement , many of them ſeemero be furs 
ther from felicitie, then meaner men z except they vp» 
on whom God beſtowerh his graces in greater mea» 
uce; as ypon ſome he doth. For as their digniticis high, 
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hauemany occalions ro Kang feQions Fo 
row, ſometime to anger, ſometime'to ſere fouerimers 
- theinordinaredelireof pleaſures, and ſuch like paſsions, 
morethen'the inferiour ſorthath : and therefore they 
neede a minde trongly fortified with all manner of ver- 
- rues, and prepared'to reſiſt the violent aſſaults of thoſe 
vnruly affeCtions and temprations, / which having once 
gotren-cthe vpper hand; rheir felicitie*is cleane ouer- 
throwrie, as hath beene ſhewed before by marty exani: 
ples, with the dangerous eftate of principalitie; by the 
confeſsion of wiſe and mighty'Emperoursand Princes 
themſelues. 

If it be hard (as Heſadue fayth) for amanto be good, 
then muſt it be likewiſe hard for a Prince ( without 
Gods ſpeciall grace) to begood, Forthe abundance of 
honours, and pleaſures, and delights, whereof they ſee 
themſelues polleſſed, inflameth and allureth many of 
themto vice, As the RomaneE , Which com- 
matnded the moſt flouriſhing Common wealth in the 
world, after they had atrained to thatdignitie, many of 
them to be morelike monſters then men, Thelike 
may be ſaid of the Aſſyrians, and other Monarchies, 

Butto leaue the Heathens tharknew not God, whar 
was Saule before he was choſenKing ? how's his g66d- 
neſſe exalted inthe holy Scripture? whom the Lord him 
ſelfe did eleQ; and yet how ſoone was his vertue eclyp- 
ſed? How marvellous was the ning; of Salowtons 
raigne? who being drowned iti Princes pleaſures, "ain 
himſelfe within a little while, a pray to wornen. 
and twenty kings of luda, Me Ee nord deb RV Se: 
tin that continned in their verrue & goodneſle. The like 
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may be foumd in che Kingsotliracit: and there wahemb 
not examples in Chriſtian kingdomes; And what profis 
reth it a Prince to be Lord of many kingdomes, ifhe bes 
yt ye ' $356 ae > > 
. Many Princes (ich aPhiloſopher) beginnewell, 
their nature is good, and end euill, becauſe no man 
gaineſay them!z and rhey commit ſuch folkes-;.bes 
cauſe there js great ſtore of flatterers that deceive them, + 
and great want of true men ,. that ſhould ſerue them, 
Andtherefore Demerrias Phil, aduiſed: king Prolemieg = 
readethoſe bookes in which precepts are giuen to-prige 
ces & preat States, becauſe thoſe learned men did:write 
thoſe thinges , which no man dare at any time ſay'ta 
Princes, Agapet wrote to _— , adviſing himiba 
they who had neede, might haue caſte acceſle ro himby 
realon of his exceeding higheſtare;. that hee wouldgs 
pen his caresto them that were afflicted with pouenti, 
that he might find theacceſle to God openro him; Forg 
Prince ſhould conſider in what degree of dignitic heigg 
and how much he is of- God preferred: before vthers;@ 
forxhat cauſe, and to'whar end. The converſation 
- and manners of a good Prince and his Court, ſtandeth 
with his people for ſo many lawes : for euery one fr& 
meth himſelf to follow the examples of his) Prince &his 
Court.  APrinces Courtis asa T bearer; vpon,whighthis 
ſubieQscaſttheyr cyes,” Theader;cas King,of the Gothey 
vvriteth thus cothe Senate of Rome :, Facilivs eff errart 
nateram, diſcimilem ſas Princeps poſit Rempublica 
formare: tis more; calie lor nawretg erre,, then ford. 
Princeto make his people to be vnlike.to, him(elfe ;.fot 
whether it be good or bad ,. men willſolloy;the exaine! 
ple which ghcic Prince giveth. Inthe raigne of Alex 
der rhe great ,, moſt-part of men + 
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men loue auncient V Vriters, In thetime of Pope Zeo,all 
thingsat Romeſounded of ſongs: and in Pope [alias 
imcnkehchedevameBchedie. Every oneimieating 
the mannersofhis Prince. Becauſe the Emperor Cherles 
the fift, and Henry tie eyght our noble and Fren- 
«the French King fauoured —_ 1d gave coun» 
tenaunce and credit to learned men; in all parts of cheyr 
dominionslearned men in their-times began greatly:to 
encreaſe, And vvhen the ſame King Francis was 
led, for the better healing of a wound inhishead, all his 
Courticrspreſently,and others by their example, cutoff 
their haire, which before they did weare long as abeque 
Ge [GHES Do D107 It; bs” 
Alexander the great, by naturedid hold his head aſide, 
whereuppon his Courriers, tobelike him, would hold 
their heads alide alſo, And what earthly creature repre-' 
ſenteth ſomuchthe image of God as a-good King?: For 
by how much the greater amanisinpower'; and-vſerh 
the ſame well according to Gods appointment, by ſo 
much he draweth neererto GOD, and therefore ſo 
much the neerer to felicitie. Hee giueth good lawes to 
his people, and: gou@ neth with equitie,,, atminiſtreth 
iuſticeindifferently, he puniſheth the wicked; maintai- 
_neth the good, proteQteth the innocent , heeſheweth 
mercie todiuers, and giuath life tomany.. .He onely 


among/men dooth allthings as he will; yet alwayes re-! 
ſpecting aſtice, and': Canine 


hath bis anthoritie, And Zcphadtesthe Philoſopher ſaith, . 
that he which bearethrule oucr others; muſtnotbe ig-+ 


norant who rules him, For asthe Emperour Marcus Au- 
LI 4 reling 
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Proxerbs. 
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Princes of Magiſtrates, and God of Princes; By mee 
Kings raigne, and Princes decree juſtice, for juſticeis 
theend ofthelawe, the lawe the workeofthe Prince, 


thePrinceche image of God. One ſayth, that a Prince 


is caſtos boni + equi, wry ee Andthere« 
fore they that come to the. Prince, ſeemenotto come 
tohimastoa man, bur as to iuſtic® and equitie it (elſe. 
Artaxerxes to one that demaunded of him an vniuft 
thing , ſaid; that the: office ofa good king isaboue alþ | 
things to cſteeme ivſtice and equine. And PhilipKing | 
of Macedon anſwered Arpalus that importuned him 
tofauour acauſe of his Coltns: It were berter that your 
Colin ſhould be defamed intheſtate hee is in, for his 
outrage, then I that ama king, and commaund:ouer ſo! 
great acountrie, ſhould giue occaſion to my ſubicQes 
to ſpeake cuill of me, for doing this iniuſtice in favour 
of him or of you. The Em r Galba would often ſay; 
that a Prince ſhould foreſee that they of his Court ſhold 
doe no man wrong , but hee that did it honldbe pnni- 
ſhed with rigour . Plznierhe younger, ſpeaketh thusof 
the good Emperour Traiane; Ft enim felicitatis eft poſſe 
quantum velis , ſic magnitudinds velle quantum poſris , Fot 
asit belongeth ro felicitie ro bee able rodoe- what thow 
wilr, ſo dothit belong to mightinefleto will what thou 
artablero do, Asit he ſhould ſay, That the felicitieof 
Prince: conliſtethin commaunding and gouerning ac- 
cording to iuſtice . Alexander the great was vſcdto 
ſay, that all the felicirie' of a; Prince conliſterh in well 
gouerning of the common» wealth : for as' the ſubieQ 
oweth tothe Prince obedience,aide and honour, ſorhe' 
Prince oweth to his ſubieQs Iuſtice, defence, andpro- 
tection, Theend of all lawes & goucenment((aith Plato) 
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hearerothe nfero ſmelfodorhitrorhePrince pn 


vide for the marters of his 1 akin —— e 
otherthingrthen a careof others Beg Antigone (ai 

to his ſonne,tharcheir kingdome'v | | 

In ſhew (ſaith akingywe live ingreatnes, but ineffeQtwe 
ſerue our people , For a king ischoſennot toliuedeli- 
ciouſly ; burthat they who chuſe him}, ſhovild tive well 
and happily, A good kingis a publikeſeruanty, a'diftri- 
buter ofthe goods of fortune ;aproretorofthegeod, S& 
2 whipofthe wicked; aminiſter cy &iaſtice,&ex- 
ample of lifero his inferiours , Phinic ſaid to this -maiſter 
Traian, thelife of a Prince is acenſure,that is ro ſay, the 
rule, the ſquyre; the'line, &the forme of ar) honeſt life, 
acrording to'whichytheir ſubicArdireQ their manerof 
life, -& gonerne their familiesz andof the lifeof: Princes 
the ſubieQsraketheir paterne& example, morethenof 
their lawes, [» maxima fortuna, minima licentia eſt : for in 
arrue Prince, publike pieric doth alwayes reſtraine pri- 
uateaffeCtion, A king is Lordof all, burthien eſpecially 
when he ouvetruleth himſelfe, & becommerhmaiſter 0+ 
uer theluſtsthat bring al|the world in ſubieion, Thar 
Prince (faith one) that hath his mourh full of truth; his 
hands open to gine rewards, his eares Roppedrolies;& 
his harropento mercy, is happy, & thepeoplerharhath 
him fortunate. Aphonſas king of Spaine ſaidy thatthe 
fimple word of a Prince cog ro be of as great weight 
as the oath of private perſons; And Princes'oftentimes 
omit faults, not becauſerthey hauens deſire rodowell, 
bur becauſe no man dare or will admnonith them©g!Vices: 
(faith one) are nouriſhed in Princes Fn ; becavſe 

c 


pleaſures abound; &counſell wanteth, Neicher doe they 
bs become: 


Ammiax, 


Simeon; | 


22 br! Theft books bk 

_. evill example and ſhamcieſſe, n of their paraſiresy' 
One ſaich; Principum auls mendicii, or adulationis 

Seneca; fin ef. Vil thouknowe (faith Sevece) what Pings 
veric ſcarce _ them i yes roars igh dignj« 
ties, and what is wantingro them that ll things? 
Aman that Ce bend aeiteion GY 
one)of the affaires of a comon wealth by experience on« 
ly without learning,doth often deceiuc;aslearning only 
without experience doth che like , but when both are 
ioyned rogether,it maketh ahappic common wealth. Ie 
is 2goodly thing (fayeth the Emperour Theodofine) fora | 
Princero haue ſtout Capraines for the warres: but with« 
out compariſon, it is better to keepe & hane wiſe menin 
his pallace. It is very hard to finda man that isa very vs 
lianr ſouldier and a vericgood Counſeller, The Counſel 
lers & officers of Pricices oughtto beſo iuſt;thar ſheares 
cannot find what to cut away in their lives , nor that 
there nedeth any needleor threedroamendetbeirfamey 
Itis an vnſceme)y thing fora man-thar is in an honours 
able place to linedelicately',:looſely , or jacontinentlys 
The Emperour Alexander Sexerw would often ſay; That 
good Princes ought to-eſteeme them for greater ene« 
mies, that deceiverhem with flatrering & lyes,then ſuch 
2sdoceintrude vpon. their countries: torthe onetaketh 
not but of-his goods , but the other robberh him of his 
fame. Hatteriehath moreoften ouerthrowen theriches 


of kings, then his enemies, Aſiſer eff imperator apud quens 
vera reticentur. | | | = 
Dionyſus would bewaylethe ſtate of Princes , ſpeci- 
ally intbis, that men willnotſpeake freely before them 
and that the truth is hidden fromthem. The Emperous 


Gordiax would ay, that all things were diſguiſed to hay 
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willing to beare it .thatthey- 


co them , aridthat ate hot 
muſt rid wager Pan's onebythemouthob 
CE French an rev y ceeleuenth wold lay, 
t of all things but, being; 
asked what > 3 was; Fruthquoth be.Iftrach beſoiſcanc 
in Princes Courts , it is no maruell though in timepaſt 
they vſed ſuch ſeueremeanes to; 2 Jn 


ſome counteys lying was. puniſhed -witly 
impriſonment, with deprivation of all dignie, _—_— with 
more ſeueritie; in ſome, onely heithat had told alyeco 


another mins. harme, ſhould carrie a tonein his mouth 
amoneth after. The wiſc king ſayd;rthat to giuenoplace 
fo flattercrs, andtp. giue honour to good andvertuous 
men; wete verie great lier arr Fd eh age 1 
King Antiochus being in hunting, toſt his company; and 
was \driven to lodge ina pootre mans houſe; who not 
knowing theking, told him allthefautts which he and 
his fuorus liadcom mined; Towhomathi he 
faid ;ithat bec never; vnilerſtoud theremb wWithe aſt 
night : and carried hiniſeife-more yertuoully euer after. 
\ The Perftans were wonderfull carefnll/in bri 
vpthechildtcnof theit Princes: for which purpoleit 
would make choice of-foure excellent ng 
larly giaen.towenue. The feſt of: which 
famoys tor.his iuſtice;zthe ſecond-for his mes 4 
thethird ſhould beep rare and macucllousconſtancie 


& courage thefourhot like modeſiic _ — 
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Totheſe ſhould be givenitherbarge of the educatioh of 
the Kings children of the Perfians > who: ſhould be cal 
led vp cuccie morning by ſume of his chamber in due 
ſeaſon, and admoniſhed to riſe and prouide for the af« 
faires which the great 'God had- committed to-his go 
uernment:for Princes bethe miniſters of God for the 
charge and welfare of men. And Cyrw ſaith, thatnone 
ought to raigne,that isnot better thenthem over whom 
he Goh commaund, Iris a much more beautifull thing, 
and more princely, ro (hewe foorth a mindegarniſhed 
with knowledge, and framed tovertue, then abody ar« 
tired with gorgeous apparell, Alexander Seurrus would 
weare no gold nor precious ſtones: ſaying, that a Prince 
ought not to meaſure himſelte by the things that couer 
the body, but by the goodneſle and vertue of his mind, 
Bur all the difficultie is ro become good, among fo ma-« 
ny allurements and temptations to euill; which muſt 
come of Gods ſpeciall grace, whereto he muſt joyne his 
owne endeuour, to make himſelfecapable of ir. A good 
Princes Court is a ſchoote of vertue and wiſedome : for 
where ſhould wiſe men be ſought for, if they cannot bs 
found in good Princes Courts? It is expedient fora 
Prince to admit ſore , both to his counſell and compa» 
nie, that are giuen to a veryquiet lite, that haue not in- 
rermedled with any affaires ofthe common wealth; for 
their fame will make greatly with his fame, i 

O that Princes would with-hold their grace and fa- 
uovr fro them, whole minds are ſtained with coveroul- 
nes, and immoderarte loucof riches; or any othernot? 
rivus vice, and piuc itto them thatfollowverrue: which 
would worke greatet effect then Lycureaws lawes ,/ that 
baniſhed gold and (iluer, as enemies to his Country; vr 
afy other penall ſtatutes that vvere made' to ont 

Co 


Of the Felicitie of man, 525 
miſdemeanours offenſiue tothe weale publike . Sucha 
Princethat would give countenance and grace to men 
of vertue, and reieCt the others tharare of a dife 
polition, ſhould be berrer ſerued at home, and all man- 
ner functions better executed abroad, to the greatbe- 
netit and contentment of his people, andto his own im- 


morrtall fame and glory ; who ſhould by that meanes in. 


ſhort time ſee a moſt floriſhing common wealth , asit it 
were reduced, if not into that goldenape, ſo greatly ce- 
lebrated by the old Poets and auncient V Vriters, yet ar 
leaſt into that of ſiluer, which is next to it, For ſuch men 
and manners as the Prince graceth, of the ſame conditt+ 
on cuery man will frame himſelfe to be. 

Facere retle ciues ſus Princeps optimus faciendo docet, 

Cumque ſit imperio maximny, exemplo maior eſt, 


A Princecan ſhew no greater ſigne of agood mind,then 
to admit to his preſence and familiaritie,men knowne ro 
be vertuous,and of good fame. Arittetle remembreth a 
ſaying of Theoznu the Poer, that it is acertaine exerciſe 
of vertue to conuerſe with good men , A Prince (ſaith 
one) (hould make choiſeof ſuch, as for their vertue hee 


thinketh worthy of his fayour and preſence: and ſhould = 


not viethem with whoſe company he is delighted, for 
their pleaſant ralke & courtly behaviour bur them by 
whoſelabour & counſell he may beſt archivegreat mar- 
ters. And therefore he ſhould be very circumſpeCt what 
choiſe he maketh, & ſearch out their manners wich wh6 
he meancth ro conuerſe & communicate his mind, thar 
he may diſcouer what ſpots and ſtainesthey haue,torthe 


end he may commir ſo muchto cuery one, as hee ſhall 


tindein him cauſe of truſt and honeſtie, The goodEm« 


perour Antoninus, vicd eucry yeere to haue his. hovſe 
vilted, 
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526 The jift booke 
viſited , what diſorders were there committed; anda! 
mong other things, whether there were any in his houſe 
notably vicious : and if any ſuch were found, what order 
the Viſitor would ſet downefor reformation , was pre- 
ſently performed, AM ercus Anrelins, faith, he obſerued 
one thing during the time he gouerned Rome: that he 
neuer tooke into his honſe a man that was hated of the 
common-wealth, Hee was alſo greatly commended for 
that he would neuer have in his houſe any vicious mans 
He would often ſay,that thoſe Princes lived in more ſe- 
curitie , that had gotten into their Court treaſuresof 
good men,then intotheir cheſts treaſues of evil! money, 
For,vnhappy (ſaid he) is that Prince, thar likerh to haue 
his cheſts Fe of treaſure, and his Court full of euill men, 
The Emperour Adrien, with great diligence & ſecrecie, 
vſedtoenquire whar life the Senators or Counſlellers did 
lead, and whar exerciſe they vſcd : And ſuch as he found 
poore and vertuous, he augmented their patrimonie; & 
ſuch as he found rich & vicious, he would depriuethem 
fr6 the Senate, He had a Gentleman in his Court, which 
| hegreatly fanoured - but when he percciued thar allthe 
ſures which he preferred to the Emperour, and obray« 
ned, he ſold for mony, hee commaunded the manto be 
apprehended, and hat all rhe things which by briberie 
he had purloyned, ſhould be taken from him , and re- 
ftored to the owners, and heto be baniſhed co the Ile of 
Pontus : the Emperor vling theſe words; Ot this offence 
thou ſhalt remaine chaſtiſed , & T warnedfor euermore, 
ro ſhew onermuch loucand extreme fauour to my ſers 
vant, whereby to conuert loue into pride, and toſell fa- 
uour ſorcouctiſe, T he Emperour Antonius would (ay; 
that a gracious reward ought gratis to be diſpatched, But 
Archelaw King of Macedon , gauea goodexampletg 
Princes, 
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Of the Felicitie of mas, 527 
Priqces, how i» whe their — : for we; _ 
of the King as he was at A 
Ethonghtno time wellipeat, bue when iewas cre- 
uing, the King commaunded his ſervant togiueitro an 
othermore woorthy then he: and beholding him that 
begged the cuppe; Thou (ſaid the King) art woorthie 
tocraue,and not to receive; but this man is woorthie to 
receiue, though he dooth not crane. For men giuento 
vertue, take it as a great offenceand diſgrace, when there 
is noreſpeQ had of their merits; and when vicious men, 
or they that have little or nothing in them, (hall be made 
uall , or preferred before them in fauouror honour, 
which is the reward of vertue , For Princes ſhould not 
ſooketo be ſued vnto ſor reward or preferment,by them 
that are worthy, or haue deſerued well; (werizum petere 
graze :) for honour forbiddeth to flatter or tobegge the 
rewards of vertue, which ſhould be offcred to thoſe thar 
are worthy, or haue deſerued them, 
Ale the great would play many timesat tenniſe, 
and his maner was to giuethem that plaied with him as 
they were playing, ſome gifts and rewards that didaske 
any thing of him : Serapion a modeſt young man , and 
pleaſantly diſpoſed,thar plaied often withthe King, per» 
ceiuing becauſe he neuer asked any thing, he never had 
any thing giuen him, hee caſtthe ball to every one but 
Alexander : And becing asked of the King, why hee caſt 
the ballto euery one but him ? Becavſe(quorh Serapion) 
you did not aske it of mee. Then the King ſmiling to 
himſelfe,gaue hima very greatgift ; which when tie had 
with very great ioy receiued, he played more lively then 
before: T hen ſaid the King, I ſeeplainly, that gyſtes are 
more gracious to him that asketh nor, thento him thar 


Prim 
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| Princip eft virtus maxima noſſe ſuos, | 
The Emperour S1giſmund was wont to ſay, thatthoſe 
Kings and Princes ot the earth were happy , that bani: 
ſhed proude men from theyr Court, & brought intheie 
places men giuento curtelieand humilitie, I doubt nor, 
but his meaning was alſo to hane flatterers and dilſem- 
bles, and detracters baniſhed ; ſauing that hee doubted 
many of their Courts would then be leſt deſolate & vn- 
furniſhed. 
By this which hath been ſaid it appeareth,that felicity 
doth not alwaies attend neceſlarily vppon the higheſt e- 
ſtares, and the higher the eſtate, the more hard thereto 
be found, except where G O D doth plentifully beſtow 
his graces and bleſsings : becauſe Princes ſeemeratherto 
be ordained to the happineſle of others that becommit- 
red to their charge, then of themſclues, as touching 
worldly felicitic ; for the troubles and cares that are joy- 
ned with gouernment, draweth them many times from 
contentation to diſcontentments, which detraQeth fro 
felicitic, V V hat the eye is in the body, the ſame a Prince 
isin the common-wealth : what the ſunne is in the ele- 
ment, the ſame a Prince isin hispeople : the ſunne isthe 
eye of the wor'd , a Prince the cyc of the multitude: 
vvhatthe mindeisin a man, the ſame a Prince is in his 
Realme: what God is inthe adminiſtration of the whole 
world, the (ame a Prince is inthe people commitred by 
God to his charge. As God when hee ſceth all things, is 
neuertheleſſe as not ſceing any thing ; ſoa Prince ſhould 
know all things, and make asthough he knew not many 
things. And as the ſunne is no other to the poore man, 
then to the rich man, but indifferent to all; ſo a Prince 
ſhould not reſpeQ the perſon ,. but ſhould wiſely conſi- 
der of the matter , according as it isrequilite in Mr 
thing- 
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thing. Ecphantes fayerh , Rex vnicem & excellent Ft 


dans opus eft , imago ſuperni illixs regis , creatori ſus ſemper 
familiarss , 4 ſubditi vero reeno fan me conſpiews, 


Menander and others, calla Prince the lively image of 
God that gouerneth all things, appointed to miniſter 
juſtice; and therefore wee ought to conſider of Princes, 
not what they arc of themſelues, and as men ; but how 
much is given or permitted to them of God, Neither 
do we reuerence and honour ſo much the privat perſon 
in Princes , as we do conſiderthe maieſty of God , and 
the image and power of him , whoſe delegates and de- 
puties they are heere vpon the earth. They are the lights 
ofthe world, And as to gouern wel in qu is the 
moſt excellent dignity of all other; ſo is it of all other 
the moſt difficult, And though their charge and care bee 
very great, yet that Princethat will with humility, joyne 
his owne endeuour with Gods graces, to conſider with 
himſelfe, that as hee isexalted aboue all things in dig- 
nity and dominion, ſo he ſhould labour to ſurmount all 
others in worthineſſe of vertue gnd goodneſſe, ro ſu 
preſſe or moderate his vnbridled affetions, which Ph- 
to ſayerth , bevery euill counſellers; to purge his minde 
from all manner of perturbations ; to vie magnanimity, 
in contemning all perils; patience in bearing ſuch croſ- 
ſes as God ſhall lay vpon him; to haue a mind prepared 
for all things that may happen; to be likethe Ethereal 
ſubſtance, that is above the Moone, which is alwayes 
deare and in one eſtate; that conſidereth with himſelfe, 
that religion and the ſervice of God is the foundation 
of a kingdome, and that the chiefe meanesro rule well, 
conſiſterh in the worthinefſe and magnanimity of the 
mind, and ina certaine contemning, & deſpiling of hu- 
mane things, after which-other verrues will then eaſily 
| M m. follow 
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follow. For as ſtones and rockes, beate backethe wg; 
ters, ſothe minde of a Prince ſhould breake all adverſe 
things, and alwayes perliſt in his vertue; neither to beg 
lited vp with proſperity, nor dciected with adverſity, 
but to rake both fortunes with a conſtant mind, norto 
fcare death it (clfe, Such a Prince, I ſay , may not onely 
attaine to the higheſt degree of felicity, but by his ex- 
ample, may bee a meanes to the happineſſeof many. 
thers, For ſuch as the Prince is, ſuch commonly are hiz 
ſubjeQs. 
The inferiour ſtate of men likewiſe is not excluded 
from felicity , for though they want much of the ſuper- 
Auities of great cſtate , yer they haue ſufficient wheres 
with to be contented, andto lead a happy life , and are 
not ſo much ſubicQ to the inconſtancy of fortune , Ay 
they exceede theſe in dominion and poſleſsions, in *'F 
wealth and ſenſuall pleaſures, in honour and reputati- 
on: ſo haue they more cares and vnquietneſle of minde, 
and live in greater feare and perill , For ſo hath God 
diſpoſcd of theſe worldly matters, ioyning troubles and 
vnquictneſſe with high dignities and riches ; ſecuri 
and quietneſſe with pouerty, and low eſtate. Hee liueti 
more cheerefull, vpon whom fortune neuer ſmiled,then 
he whom ſhe hath forſaken. Alexander Seuerns was vied 
to ſay; There is no kindof miſhap ſo valoitunate, 8 
for a man to call ro remembrance, that in times pall 
hee had beene fortunate , Aduerſity neuer diſmayed 
any but ſuch as proſperity deccaued. Hee is more happy 
to whome honours , riches, and wordly pompeis 
perfluous, then they that hauethe fruitionofthemu 
thefull . All theſe which we call good things, wherem 
we ſceme to takea lingular and ſound (but indeede 
Cccciptfull and falſe) pleaſure , as riches , reputations 
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authority , rule and ſuch like, which mens vaineand 
y deſires haue in ſogreatadmiration, arepoſlſe(- 
ſed with paine, and beheld with enujie. Andtorhem 
thatare ſo adorned, or rather burdened , they threa- 
ren morecuill then they promiſe good . Andthoſe e- 
fates that are betweene theſe extremities , have alſo 
their meanes to attaine to felicity; but with ſo much 
the moredifficulcie, as they exceede or defeQ fromthe 
meane. For the extremities of eſlates,ſpecially the high- 
eſt, are more ſubicQ tothoſe things that are hinderance 
to fclicity , then the meaneeſtates, And therefore they 
require Gods graces in greater meaſure , and a mind 
fortified with many vertues, to make reſiſtance to the 
appic life , And yerthere 
isno eſtate but is ſubieto troubles and vnquietneſle, 


' Pontinus reckeneth vp ſome of the troubles ofthis life, 


in an Epitaph made for his friend, thus : Do you aske me 
what be the ſawces of this life? labour, ſorrow,ſickneſle, 
mourning; to ſerue proud maiſters; tobeareche yoke of 
ſuperſtition; to burythoſe that be deareto vs; to ſee the 
ruineof our countrey; forthetroubles of a wife I neuct 
felt. , 
Seeing then there is no eſtate excluded from felici- 
tie, and that there are more encombraunces and im- 
pediments to happineſle in ſome eſtates then in others, 
t ſhall bee requiſite for him that would live happily, 
to content /himſelfe with that eſtatethat hath ini leaſt 
difficulty in the attaining of felicity , and'not to a- 
ſpire ro high dignitics, and great poſleſsions : neither to 
hunt after credit and reputation , the immoderate de- 
lire whereof, I obſerue generally to bee a great hinde- 
rance to felicity : but rather to thinke a reputation of 
vertue and honeſty ſuſhcient toa happy life, Better is a 
Mm2 _ good 
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good name,” (ſayerh the wiſe man) then much richg, 
and better to haue renowne among the good ſort, then 
to be Lord over the whole world : there being no ſgch 
riches vnder heauen, as to bee well thought of a 
men. And therefore nothing ought to be ſo deare toy 
as good fame, being the true and onely rewarde of ver. 
rue, all other things being the giftes of fortune, And 
nothing in this miſcrablelite can rightly bee called lofſe, 
but when we looſe good fame, And therefore what (0 
euer happen, keepe they good name, as he ſayeth , 
Ommis ſiperd as, famam ſeruare memento. 

And becauſe in ſeeking forfelicity, there muſt be are. 
ſpeQ hadto cinility, which conſiſteth in decency of ha- 
bits and maners, it ſhalbe good for him that meaneth to. 
preferre vertue before vanity,to follow Seneca his coun- 
ſell: Temperetur vita inter bonos mores & publicos: Temper 
thy life (ſayerh hee) betweene good manners, and thoſe 
that be commonly vſed, For it is one thing to live after 
the common cuſtomeof men; and another to lives 
thou oughteſt, Couet not to winne eſtimation by rrim- 
ming vppe thy ſelfe in diſguiſed habits and new fangled 
faſhions, nor by wrying thy body with tragicall jeſtures 
and Frierly ducks , and ſuch like-Italian and Spaniſh 
wrickes and tuckes, which are but fantaſtical! troyes, and 
the inuention of idle heads: for honeſty is of ſmall eſtt- 
mation with him that js ouer curious, and carefulln 
decking his body. Nor yet bee ouer rufticall, as though 
thou didſt condemne all things, ſauingrthat thy ſelfe ak 
loweſt , but bee modeſt in attire; and remperate in diet, 
and vic a meane, obſeruing decency, Adorne thy minde 
with vertue and learning , that men may rather eſteeme 
thee for the gifts and ornaments of thy mind and hone! 
conuerſation, then the braue attire of thy bodie,, and 

formaliue 
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formalitie of manners, Curions neatnefſe is meet 

women, but labour for men-for hetharpaſſeth his youth 
vainely, makerh his old age odious : but thartime being 
well (pent,he gatherethto himſelfe the fruites of credite 


_ and authority in his latter age : as a Germaine Poet £4 


fayeth ; 


.Dualiter inteners adoleſcens vixerit annis, 
Talem pr abebit curua ſenetla ſenem, 


VVe are no leſſe beholding rothem,, from whom we 
had good education and inſtruction, thento them from 
whom we had our being : for good inclinations are ma- 
ny times corrupted by vicious conuerſation, 
Neither wonder at theſe kindof things now in vie 
after the common cuſtome, nor yer deſpiſe them, 'bur 
ive cuery one leaue to vic his owne manners , and 
ugh in thy ſleeue , Thou art nothing the worſe 
though the gallants think thee rude, becauſe in all 
things thou doeſt not imitate them .. Let it ſuffice thee 
that thou knoweſt thy ſclfe, and ti.2 office of aman,and 
many of their formall maners tobee vaine, ridiculous, 
and tantaſticall: If the manners vſed in times paſt were 
pu then, they are not cuill now, A common cu- 
ome maketh things more familiar, but not good, 
The wiſe Emperour Ang##tw Ceſar , foreſecing the in- 
conuenience that ordinarily enſueth the alteration of 
outward habites and maners , ſaid in a great aſſembly of 
the Romaines; Enpalliaticives: behold ourcloaked Ci- 
tizens; athing not then vſed: but if hee lined in this 
corrupt age, he would ſay, En Tragedi: T hruſt not thy 


| ſelfeinto oftices and charge for credit ſake , nor yet for 


paine, nor encumber thy ſclfe ouer much with wordly 
| Mm3 affaircs 


es: they bring with them troubles and vnquiernes} 


rather then happineſſe. He is not leaſt happy that is moi 
free from worldly cares : | 
Obtundunt ſiquidem curarum pondera ſenſas. 
Ler marters rather follow thee, then thou follow themg 
and auoid contention and ſutes in law: for hardly there 
can be found a more miſerable life, A bad end at home, 
is many times better then a good ſentence in Court, ltis 
not in his power that beginneth contention, tvenditat 
his pleaſure. And though no man is borne to himſelfe, 
bur all to be helping to others, yer becauſcan Enteclude 
bath no grace, if all be players', ſome may haue leaueto 
looke on , This life may becompared to an Enterlude, 
that hath many players, and few ſpeQators, It I wereto 
beginne the world againe, I would willingly chuſe (it it 
were lawfull) ro be one of the luokers on , ' All men are 
not equally aftected, ſome delire labour , others quiet- 
neſſe; ſome hunt atter honour , others after riches and 
reputation: ſome like a ſole lite , others thinke itno life 
without a companion : which diuerſitte of affections 
when one had conſidered and reckned vp, hee breaketh 
out into this ſpeech, 
H ac alii cupiant, liceat mihi panpere culty, 
Securo chara coniuge poſſe frui, 
T he way to putchaſle to thy ſelfe much quietneſle, isto 
meddle as little as thou maieſt with other mens matters, 
If thou delire to know and reforme thy (elte, obſerve dis 
ligently what thy enemies thinke & ſpeake ef thee , for 
they will be the firſt that will diſcouer thy faultes : for 
the old prouerbe will alwaics be true; that men carry 
other mens faultes in the V Vallet before , bt caſt 
eheyr owne behind their backe, And if thou wilt reape 
truite alſo ofthe flatterers, endeuour to be ſuch asthey 
TT IE "na 
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commend thee : Lhe if rhou wilt wade ſafely croogh 
account 


the troubles of this world , make no great 
externe things ; and ſer honeſty al before thine 
eyes,and therewith comentthy ſelfe. Thinke notro win 
happines by depending vponthe fauour of greateſtates, 
gotten with flattery;giuechem their due;andiiveof thy 
ſelfe. Liberty is a grear furtherance to felicitie « Plaine 
dealing and hel conuerſation wil bring thee fauour, 


| andreputation enough tolead thee to a happy life? 


Y {bus edetts ſi quicquam credis amico, 

V ine tibi,cy lonze nomina magna face. 

The higher the tree, the more ſubictt tothe winde, 
whoſe fall many times ouerthroweth them that ſtand 
neare him, And the more fauour thou haſt with great e-« 
ſtates, the greateristhy —_—_ griefe whenthey 
reiect thee, And when thou haſt vſed all thine endeuour 
to pleaſe them, whar greatcr griete can there be, thento 
fee thy ſelfe defraued of the truites of thy labour? And 
Where thou didſt expeta reward , or thankfulneſle for 
thy good willand diligence, thou ſhalt ſuſtainelofſe and 
diſgrace: and there hence r&ciuc harme & vnkindneſle, 
wherethou thoughreſtto find helpe and fauour. Three 
things auoide as much as thou maieſt, enuy, hatred, and 
contempt , V Vherein thou muſt bee very circumipeQ, 
teaſt by auoyding the ſmoke, thou fall into the fire, be- 
leeue not allthou heareſt: doe not all thou maieſt: nor 
ſpeake all that thou knoweſt . And three things prepare 
to thy ſelfe to be alwayes in readineſſe: prudence inthy 
mind: ſilence in thy toung : & baſhfulneſſe inthy coun- 
tenapce. By this after Drogenes , thou ſhalt agree in co- 
fourWich vertue, By prudence thou ſhalt auoidemany 
things that bring men to infelicity , By modeſty in 
ſpecch thou ſhalt auoid many quarels, and occaſions of 
M m 4 trouble 
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rrouble'and vnquictneſle, Asthe wiſcman ſaith, hee tha 
keeperh his rongue, keepeth hisfoule:much ſpeech hah 
often beene hurtfull to many, but lilence (ildome or ne. 
vertoany. As ouer much (tlence bringeth a mans ſim« 
plicitiein ſuſpition, ſomany wordes diſcouercth his ya. 
nitie, Andtherefore one ſaith, we haue two cares giuen 
vs by nature,& one tongue to the end weſhould bo 
much morethen we ſhould [peake, Itis a princely ver. 
rue, quickly toconceiue, and (lowly to breake out into 
ſpeech, The Pſalmiſt ſaith ; hee thatis wiſe , hath his 
tongue in his hart, but the foole & furious hath his hart 
in hisrongue; hide thy vertues, as other men doetheyr 
vices, and vſc tew words thy (elfe, but heare them pati- 


ently that will ſpeake. Think vponthe end before thou 


begin any. thing : heare euery one, belecue but few, & 
fall not twice into one error. Speake little and thinke 
much, couetnotto winne an opinion of wiſedome, by 
ſetting forth a tine tale with eloquent words, when there 
rs noiuſt occaſion, as though yee would draw your hea- 
rers into admiration of you, afrer the manner of vaine- 
glorious men ; for heis not alwaies the wiſeſt that loues 
tro heare himſelfe ſpeake, and that can tell a ſmooth tale, 
though it be a common cuſtome ſo to eſteeme him: for 
wiledome conliſteth chiefly in iudgement , as Scalager 
ſaith: Iudicium eft anima ſapientie. Iudgement is the ſoule 
of wiſedome. Nor reaſon ouer earneſtly with a conten- 
rious man, that is full vf words; for that may be calleda 
battell of fooles. Looke not too much into other mens 
eſtate and manners, for thereof enuic hath his name : as 
wellro eſchue the torment that commeth of enuy, as al- 
ſo that no man is enuions , but he that miſtruſterFf his 
ownevertue, as the Poert ſaith; 
Innidus alterius marceſcit rebus opims, 
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Enuie beareth ſuch rule intheſedayes,though BRL 
leſle verruous then they haue beene, that heis in miſera- 
ble eſtate, that hath no enemies: for it his owne merits 
will not procurethem, enuie will : yet forbearenot to 
follow vertue, ro auoydeenvy, bur liue ſo as thine ene» 
mies may rather wonder at thy vertues, then thy friends 
have cauſe to excuſe thy vices, And remember the 
words of Hermocrates the tyrant of Syracuſa, ſpokento 
his ſonnelying in his death-bed. Sonne, the laſt words I 
ſpeake vntothee, is, Be not enuious in condition ; bur 
doe ſuch deedes, as therefore thou maiſtbe enuied, Ad- 
vice meeteto be followed of themthar aſpireto honour 
by vertue, alihoughthe enmitie be greater,tharis groii- 
ded vpon enuie, then that whichis tounded vpon iniu- 
ric: tor the iniured man doth often forget,buttheenui- 
ous neuer ceaſeth to-perſecute, There is to a manno 
greater enemy, then hee which ſeeth that thing in thee, 
which he delireth to have in himlelte. Bur there is not 
ſo modeſt or meane a felicitie , that can eſcape euill 
tongues, howſoeuer heecan auoide all other thinges: 
= hethat hath his conſcience clcere, will (ay withthe 
oct ; | 
Conſcia mens retli fame mendacia ridet. 
It belongeth to a king to hearecuill, when he doth well, 
In a!l things follow reaſon , and flie opinion; and con- 
tent thy ſelfe with thine eſtate, and thinke thereis no 
difference berwcene hauing and not deliring, A little 
will ſerue thee to happineſle of life : ro which thou ſhale 
the more eaſily perſwade thy ſelfe, if thou heedfully 
conſider (as hath beene ſaid) rhat the true end andfeli- 
citie of man, and his proper aQion, isto glorite GOD, 
and that the common opinion of happineſſe that com- 
meth by pleaſures, riches, honour & glory,1s PE: 
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by the fall of our firſt parent, and by he corruption 
and alteration of our nature: As to him that is ſicks 
of an ague, ſower things ſeeme ſweere and pleaſant, 
becauſe the diſeaſe hath corrupted and altered hig 
taſte, If thou wilt auoide the things that bee odious to 
God and men, in pouerty be not proude , nor inriches 
couetous; inagebe not lecherous, nor in youth ſhame: 
leſſe, If thou ſcethy ſelfe in pooreeſtate, withour credit 
and reputation, and of acleare conſcience , and behol- 
deſt another liue in abundance of wealth and honors, be 
not diſmaied , nor thinke thy ſelfe lefle in Gods fauour, 
or leſſe happy then he, becauſe he ſurmounteth thee in 
riches and reputation,and worldly vanitic; he ſhall never 
bee happie, that is tormentedto ſee another man more 
happy then himſelfe, 

For God diſtributeth rheſe remporall goods indiffe- 
rently both tothe good & tothe bad. For if God ſhould 
gle them only to good men, the wicked would thinke 

or that cauſe he ſhould be worſhipped & prayed vnto: 
and if he ſhould beſtow worldly goods vpon the wicked 
only, the weake in faith would feareto bee conuerted 
wholly to God,leaſthe ſhould wanr, It is a manifeſt (1gne 
of damnation for a man toliue here wickedly,and to en- 
toy at the full, health of body & the goods of fortune, 
All ſuch (ſayth one) as God marketh with recompence 
and reward inthe booke of this world, itisa fignethat 
he hath racedthem out of the Regiſter of heauen, Arme 
thy ſelfe therefore with patience, and expeQthe iſſue of 
Gods ordinance with a quiet. and thankfull minde, 
and therero wholly ſubmit thy ſelfe , That which ſee+ 
meth ſomtimes to a man full of griefe and paine,becom- 
meth many times the cauſeof hisioy and comfort; And 
the ſame,that in the beginning ſeemeth to worke his in- 
fclicitic, 
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felicity, bringeth ro him vnlooked for happineſſe , The 
beſt way is to rake thoſe things patiently that thou canſt 
not amend, & follow God theauthor of all things with- 
our prudgin or murmuring , Hee is an cuill ſouldiour 
that followeth his Generall mourning and groning, 

And it thine eſtate bee not ſufticient to maintaine 
thee and thine , endeuour by honeſt meanes toamende 
it, But if God bleſle thee plentifully with riches and 
polſeſsions, hoord it not niggardlie, nor ſpend it prodi- 
gallic, but bee beneficiallro others, and vſeliberality ro 
thoſe that lacke and deſerue well of thee : for (after 
Cicero) we ought to doe moſt for them that moſt louerh 
vs: yet with this conſideration, that thou ſpare at the 
b:imme, leaſt whileſt thou ſhouldeſt powre our a piar, 
therecun forth a pottle; & let the old prouerbe never fal 
out of thy mind ; Sero parſimonia in funds : It is too late 
to ſpare when all is out . Cicero counſelleth vs not to 
ſhut our purle ſo faſt, thata will ro doe good can not 
open it,nor. yet ſo to vnlooſe it, that it bee open to cuer 
bodice. And Alrmenes (ayeth, heethat pofleſſeth much 
thould live according to reaſdn, and not to his luſt,mea- 
ning that riches acc hurtdull; exeept _—_ be abouc 
riches, that cat moderate riches by their vic, not by 
their plentie, | 

Remember alwayes that thon live by thy mind, which 
(after Plato) is the true life , and thereof haſt chicfly the 
name of a man , The ſubſtance of thy body is common 
with that of brute beaſts, bur by thy minde thou reſem- 
bleſt the Angels and God himſelfe , The minde is nor 
diſgraced withthe deformitic of the bodie, but by the 
beautie of the mindethe body is graced,Gabrie/Simeonia 
Wrote in bis monument, 

Ipſe anime ſaltem vixi, nec regibus impar« 


Cie 


540 The ffi booke + - 
not thy ſelfe to fleſhly pleaſures,to ambitiori,ni 
to couetouſnelle , as the moſt partof men doe: thy tai 
derſtanding was not giuen thee to that purpoſe . Thales 
being asked who was happic, anfwered , he that hathg 
healthfull bodice, and a and a vertuous minde; 
And Eccleſieflicus fayeth , Better is the poore , beei 
whole and ſtrong, then a rich man that is afflicted in 
bodie, Health & ſtrengthis aboue all gold, and a whole 
bodie aboue infinite treaſure. T here isno riches abone 
a ſound bodice; and no ioy abouethe ioy of the heart, 
And Anaxazoras tothe like queſtion ſaid ; none of theſe 
that thou accounteſt are happie, bur he rather is happy, 
that thou beleeueſt is vnhappic: meaning that the rich & 
bonourable perſons , who are wondered at as the haps 
picft men for their wealth and reputation, are vnhappyz 
and hee happic that contenteth himſclic with alittle 
which agreeth with Democritw opinion , that hee is 
bappic that is merric with a litle money ; and he vnhap« 
pic that 15 ſad in the middeft of great riches, Giue not 
ouer thy mind vnto heauinefle , and vexenot thy (elle 
inthine owne counſell. The ioy of the hartis the life 
of man, and a mans gladneſle is the prolonging of his 
dayes , Loue thine owne ſoule , and comfort thing 
heart : drive ſorrowe farre from thee, for ſorrow; hath 
flaine many, and there isnoprofite therein: enuieand 
wrath.ſhorten the life , and carctulneſle bringerh age 
beforethe time, 
Ss vis incolumem, ſj wis tereddereſanum, 
Cures tolle grawes, iraſci crede profanum; 1; 1,214 
Socrates walking in the Burſle or market place, and be« 
holding the great variety of thingsthereto be ſold;How 
many things (quoth he) haue Inoneedeof? Others are 
rather tormented in minde at the light of ſuch —_— 
an 


be contin te ,ory is 
ſufficient ro nature, eſteemed goldand purple, and x 

Gov: lone, and fch ike debghr rich men, wore 
for players © ' neceſſary to of life 
Breathe Tok verſes, which hee hadoftin his 
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Argentes iſla vaſa ſumul ac ”; 
Tragediarum accommods hiſtriontbus 
Sant : 4d bertameonferunt vitam nibil, 


| VVith fuch vanities mens mindes be oc by the 
corruption of our nature, and our jindgements fo blin- 


ded with our impure affeQtions,thar of all crearures,man 
doth leaſt performe his proper aQtion,and leaſtdireQerh 
the courſe of his life, ro his true end and felicitie , For 
whereas thegreat GOD of nature hath ryed rt 
all his creations, with ſome meanethingsthat and 
participate with the extremities, and hath compoſedrhe 
intelligible, ethereall, and elementarie world , by indif- 
foluble meanes and bouds,; as Berweene plants and li- 
uing creatures, he hath made ſponges and oyſters, tharin 
part reſemble living things, and in part plants; berween 
thecreatures of the earth, and thoſe of the warer, Ot- 
ters, Tortoyſes, and ſuch like; berweene thoſe of the 
water and birds of the ayre,flying fiſhes; berween brure 
beaftes, and thoſe of a ſpirituall eſſence & vnderſtanding, 
whichare Angels, he hath placed man, which combi- 
ncth heaven and this elementary world rogether, whoſe 
one part is ſubieCt ro death, and the other part immor= 
morrall: all other creatures of the earth liue according 
to dege- 


ncerate:. 


totheyr nature and kinde; ryan onely is ſeene 


out corruption commeth, by the fall of our firſt paren' 
and account of our fclues according to our preſent 
among ſo many millions, asrepleniſheth allthe corner 
ofthe earth, how many vic their indeuourtoliueas they = 
ought? If chings be laid before vsthat differ in value, } 
uery man will make choiſe of thebeſt: but in ourſelues_ ; 
that are compoſed of a body, which participareth with 
brute beaſts, & of a ſoule that is of an _ call nature; 
and reſembleth G OD himſeclte, who maketh choiſe of + 
thebeſt? rhatis, to live after hisbeſt part, which is im 
mortall: how many thouſands liue like brute 
plealing their ſences, feeding their belly, and following 
the luſts of the fleſh, without any reſpectrorhe excellen« 
cie oftheir minde, as though they would incorporme 
their ſoule ro their body with an indiviſible bond of 
brutiſh nature? and how few hundredscontemnetheyr 
morrtall part, which is the body , to joyne theyr better 
, which is their immortall ſoule with the age_ 
uenly creatures, whom they in that part reſemble? 
A third ſort there are, farre exceeding boththeother in 
number , that neither giue themſelues wholy to liveab 
rerthe fleſh with the one, nor after the minde withthe 
other : bur in a ſort participating with them both , em« 
ploy their greateſt care and labour to the arrayningof 
the things that are in moſteſtimation of the world. 
labour and aſpire to excell others, not indignitic of vers 
rue and knowledpe, bur in eſtateand ation : andto 
the attayning of the things which lead cothar end, euves 
ry one willingly beſtoweth his labour and diligence : for 
no manis content with his eſtate. 
Hinc ills lachryme : heereof ariſeth all our complaints 
and griete,andthe greateſt part of the calamitics & miſe- 
ric 


. 


ble, and their minds 


ion, the ſecuritie and tranquilitie of a prinate lite, 
which they ſtemero lacke., And theptiuvate manaffeQ- 
eth ro haue joyned to thoſe things which he enjoyeth, 
the dignitic and authoriticro commaund ofhenourable 
eſtates, The rich man wiſheth to have added/'to'his a- 
bundance of wealth, the poore mansquietnes of mind, 
and freedome of worldly cares, and ſafety of perſon and 
goods, The poore man would haue added tothoſe 
things of his , the rich 'mans plentie and«credite.” The 
Cittizen would haue ioyned to hiscivill & caſie life, the 
pleaſures and delighes of the fieldes and country, The 
Countryman would hauetheciuilitie and any and 
good fellowſhip of the trowne, ioyned to the wholſome 
ayreof theconntry, and ya of the fruites 
of thecarth . The ſouldiour wiſheth to his glorious ti- 
tle, the ſafctie of a peaceable 'ife le that liueth in peace, 
deſirethto the ſecuritie and ſafety of his eſtate, the ho- 
nourable reputation of a man of warre; whichhee hath 
gotten by the continual hazard and perrill of his perſon. 
And oof all other eſtates of life, ſome things are deſi- 
red that ſeemeto be a— thefaloofſertthelrhap- 
pineſſe, which are as vapolsible robe ioyned her, 
ney DIY RR on in 
one (ubiect, becing diametrallycomrary;in'qualitie. 
. So that the greateſt Nedoante Keg. cn of 
elicitze, or happineſle ef life, proceederh from our cuill 
aiccicd mines , that delire vnpoſyble rt 
| | fy 
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beatiraude, VVe paſle ourtime in vaine hope ofthingg 
never like to come topalle; as Petrarke ſaith : Jeneſi 
rands, &r male babends, tranſit vits mortaliuns. In 

well, znd having euill, thelife of man paſſeth away. b 
uy goodthing we poſſeſſe is lefle,thethings hopedfor, 
ſeeme great, And ſuchis alſo the infirmitie of our com- 
mon nature, ſeldome or neuer ſo fully to enjoy proſpe: 
ritie, as innoreſpeQ to finde cauſe of complaint of the 
qualitie of ourieſtate . For many are raiſed to grext- 
wealth, rhatbeare ſhame of their baſe linage: ſomeens 
nobled by birth and parentage, and yet line in pouertiey 
many bleſſed with riches and nobilitie,that want thede- 
light of children - and ſome made glad with procreati- 
on, that feele great ſorrow and diſcomfort by their chil- 
drens vntowardlineſſe. No manis wont to belong and 
euery way happy , a worſe fortune euer followeth the 
former, But what eſtate or courſe of life ſoeuer thou 
follow, haue alwaics 2 ſpeciall regard to theſe 2, things 
toliue in the feare of God, &to obſerue the rule of 
neftie among men: from which, wharſoeuer happen,le 
nothing divertthee, To Godthou oweſt a good cont» 
ſcience,and to thy neighbor a good example. All things 
will happen wellto thee, if thou place God the begin» 
ning and theend : For in thislife thou ſhalt not find 
greater comfort , then by that which proceedeth ofa 
good conſcience, of honeſt counſels, of vpright ations, 
of contempt of caſuall chings, and of aquiet and peacet+ 
blelife. But in theſe dayes, many feare their fame , but - 
few their conſcience: and yer there is not (faith $, A 
e#ſtine) amore happy thing , then the quietnes of con» 
ſcience, And if any afflictions or croſſes happen that 
thou canſt notauoyde, yer thou maicſt  — 
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Of the Felicitie of man, = 54 
with patience. Fly vmto God for ſuccour, heewiltite 
iethee ; that is the onely way ro make thee ſafe ,' ſecure 
and happie, wh 

Friendſhippe was wont to bee accoumtedahelpe ro 
happineſle ot life : but we may now rightly lay withthe 
Poet: as mY 
1llud amicitia quondam wenerabile nomen, 

Proſlat & in queFu pro meretrice ſedet, 

The time'is fo changed, and mens manners with 
them ſocorrupred , that the preceprs heretofore gitten 
by wiſe mien for the-commodinie of life, grounded vp< 
on vertue and honeflie, will not now ſerue the turne, 
Friendſhippe is growen cold faith is fooliſhneſle; ho- 
neſtie is in exile; & difsimulation hath gotten the vpper 
hand , That is effeQually done which is commonly ſpo- 
ken, he thar cannot diſemblecan not line. M achiavels 
rules are better followed in theſe dayes , then thoſe of 
Plato, Ariftotle, or Cicero : whoſe ſchollers hane fowell 
profited vnder him , that many are able to teach their 
maiſter , Profeſle (faith he) loue and friendſhippe ro 
thine enemie: and if hee fall into the water vpro the 
knees, giue him thy hand *o helpe him out, And if 
hee fall in vpto the waſte helpe him likewiſe; but if h 
fall into the water vp to thechinne, then lay thy han 
vppon his head, and ducke him vinder the water, and 
never ſuffer him ro riſe againe. tha 

- One that writteth of marter of ſtate and pouernment, 
and againſt Afachiavell, the Courtiers and ſuchlikemens 


Summun Phythagorenm , (aieth, hee ſeeth no reaſon but. 
his bookes may rightly be called Alcoranum anlicoram, 
the Courtiers Alcoran, ſeeing they hate them inno lefſe' 
eſtimation, then the Turkes have the Alroran & dreames 
of Mahumet. 
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546 The fift bodoke - 
- Menhave thanged ihe inward babirs of their mindi;as 
they have donet 
rieage, nay rather cuery yeare bringeth ſorth new faſhi. 


ons; ſo likewiſe that friendſhippe and honeſtie, whichin 


our forefathers times was wont tobe performed with 
faith and plaine meaning, isnow out of the faſhion,and 


therefore not eſteemed: cunning diſsimulation with faire 


words, and large offers with licle performance , is now 


with very few, and be circumſpect 
choyſe: anditit bee poſible, be beholding t6 noman; 


more then he is beholding to thee; for afauhfull friend 
is hard to be found : the bare name only remaineth , the 


thing is obſolet and growen out of vſe , So lang asthou 
haſt no neede, thou ſhalt find friends ready to offerthee 
al maner of courtelics : but if fortune, beginneto frowne 
vpon thee, and a tempeſt chance to ariſe, they will find 
uarrels to leaue thee, & cover their infidelitie with thy 
ult,and give thee cauſe ro ſay with Quid: 
Inmediis lacera puppe relinquor 49s, 
Itis a hard marter tor him that is in povertieto findt 
outakinſman or fricad: for no man will confeſſe that 
hee appertaineth in any ſort to him, that needeth anie 
helpe, fearing leaſt hee will by and by aske Ra 
of him : Dawd calleth ſuch men table friends « An 
that is one commoditie which pouertic bringeth , that 
it ſheweth who loueth thee, = him thou meanelt 
to performe the part of a faithfultfciend , thou mult 
defer theſe rwo things: to helpe his neceſsities3.a0d 
- tocomfort him in adverlitic , But the maner of friens 
in theſe dayes,is to deljuer words by the portle, & deedes 
by the pinte, They that call themſelves thy friends, wil 
looke tor performance of friendſhippe at thy bande 


chough 


outward habits of their bodies, Fig 


all the faſhion., Toyne thy ſelfe therefore infiiend(hippe - 
t and curious in 


Of the Felicitie of man, 

thoughtheywill ecformenonetathee,Foreuery man 
lookethifor honeſt dezling in an other, thoughhe meane 
to vie none himſelfe. To this declination, the greateſt 
comfort tothe lifeof man is come bytheg depra- 
uation. of manners: for where can a man finde greater 
comfort in aduerſitie,then in faithfull friends ?who alſo 
double the ioyes and pleaſures of proſperitie. T hat was 
neuer more commonly in vic which Latimer ſpake in his 
ſermon to reprehende the want of loue, and charitie: Ye 
haueacommon ſaying (ſayd he;)cuery man for himſelte, 
and-Gad for vs all ; but yee might more truely ſay,cuery 
man for himſelfe, and the Deuill for vs all; one for an- 
other, and God for vsall , Martial finding the infideli- 
tie and inconſtancic of loue and friend{hippe , giveth 


thiscounſell: 


Sivitare velu acerba quedam, 
Et triſles animi canere morſus, 
Nulli te facies nimss ſodalem, 
Gaudebus minus cr minus dolebs, 


Proſperitie winneth friends ,but aduerlitie proneth 
them, asthe couch-ſtonetryeth gold . Andover great 
friendſhip , not conlideratly vnited , is many timesthe 
caulc of great hatred, Men cannot be better warned ro 
traſt torhem(ſclues,then by Eſops ſable of a Larke,which 
diſcouereth..che common. coldneſſe of friendſhip. in 
theic friends cauſes, A Larke (ſaith he) that: bred in 
tbe corne went ſoorth to ſeek mearfor nerypuny birds, 
that had feathers, when the corne wasripe ,: and willed 
them to hearken what was ſaid-in herabſence ; andrell 
her at her returne , The maiſterofthecorneperceiuing ' 
tripe, willed his ſonne 1g deſire bisfriends the next day 
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548 The $f) books Wn 
early in the morning to come reape downe his corng, 
The ſonne did as be was commanded : and when the 
Larke returned, her litle ones trembling tor feare, rold 
her what newes they had heard,deliring tobe remougd 
tro another place : but ſhe bid them beequier and feare 
nothing,and went forth rhe next day againeto ſcekefor 
meate : the maiſter looked for his friends, and when he 
ſaw that nonecame, hee willed his ſonne to goeto his 
kinsfolks, and detiretheir helpe ro cur downe his corne 
the next day : whenthe Larke returned, ſhe found her 
young ones inthe like feare againe, but vnderſtanding 
what they had heard, (he willed them to hane no ſexe, 
for kindred (ſaid ſhe) will not beſo haſtic ro helpe with 
theic labour at the firſt call, and departed from them4- 
gaine, The day following whenthe mailter had in vaine 
expected the performance of his kinsfolks promile alſo; 
Away (quoth hee) with friends and kinne , fetch two 
hooks to morrow early in the morning, one for me,+ 
nother for thee, and we will reape the corne our (elues. 
V Vhich when the Larke vnderſtood of her yong; Now 
It is time to bee gone (ſaid (he,) and removed her neaſh, 
By which fable men arc warned not to ſtay for theit 
friends helpe in that they can do themſclues. And hereof 


ſpringeth a common error,that men con{ider not right-* 
lie of che nature of friendſhip, which can be pertect but? 
betwcene two, and thoſe vertnous perſons, And where 


15 no conformity of manners, there can bee no 


ction of friend(hip ; for contraries can hold no conſent 
nor vnitie together: becauſetheir affections muſtbeio) 
ned together,and his friend muſt bepreterred before Ni 


others, and as it were two bodies made one: whith mo* 


ued Alexander the great ro ſay to Darizs mother, that" 
delired pardon vpon her knees , for miſtaking Fpheſtion 


for 
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of the Felicitie of man. if 
forthe king , that hee was alſo gevande. Forifafr 
have many friends, it may chance, that one may haue 
cauſe of ioy by ſome pen good fortune happened ro 
him , and another ar the ſame time may hare cauſe of 
ſorrowe by ſome euill accident or fortune. Both which 
conrarie paſtions cannot bee in him rogerher ; and 
therefore he cannot bee like friend ro them both, But 
one may be afriend to many by degrees, according to 
the merite or eſtimation he hath of them: which he may 
alſo with honeſtic diſſolue, if by their demerirs he ſhall 
find iuſt cauſe , and bee not bound to continue jt by 
ſome good turne receiued, and not requited , Ma- 
nieby acquaintance onely, or by ſome curtelie ſhevw- 
ed for ciuilities ſake , are morercady to challenge a fur- 
ther friendſhip never promiſed or profeſſed, as due tg 
them by his voluntarie kindneflſe , then forwardly ro re- 
quite that alreadie receiued, Yet nevertheleſle truce loue 
and friendſhip hath reſpeQ only ro his friends neceſsi- 
tie, without merchandrze or feneration : as one ſayth, 
Charitas non querit ſuum , But ſeeingthe affeted name 
of afriend is ſfocommon , and the att or matter ſorare, 
I wiſhthee to make choiſe of a few companions, with 
whom thou wilt paſſe thy time, to auoyd the tediouſnes 
of a ſolitarie life , ſuch as bee inclined ro honeſt con- 
verſation, as neare as thou maieſt; and let them goe vn- 
der the name of welwillers ratherthen of frierids, ex- 
ceptthou bee aſſured of their fidelitic , So ſhall not ho- 
_ neſtic bind thee to performe more to them ro whom 
a common cuſtome , and the malignitie of this rite 
hath giuen a Sperſede@ ro diſcharge the dotie of friend; 
ſhip, then thou ſhalt ſee cauſe, or they will performe 
tothee: for in ſo greatpenurie of friends, andcorrupti- 
on of manners, thy fortune muſt bee veriegood if thou 
Nn 3 chaunce 
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1 vppona fairhfull friend : for in theſe dayes men 
hold frieadthip by indencure, And that thou maieſt bee 
better inſtructed in thy choiſe,, hearken to Gueaarra his 
counſell , toone that azcked how one man may knowe 
another, tothe end he may be cither accepted or eſchy. 
ed, Firſt, obſcrue what affaires he takethiin hand, what 
works he doth, what words he ſpeaketh,and what com- 
pany he keepeth, for the man that by nature is proud,in 
s bulineſle negligent,in his wordealyer , and maketh 
 choiſc of evill mea tor his companions , deſcrues not ro 
bee embraced, much leſlce to be truſted : for that inmen 
in whom is laid no foundation of vertue , is no expeCta- 
tion of faith or honeſty. And one of the things (faith 
he) that men thinke they haue, when they haue them 
not, is manie triends; yea {ſay I) one faithtull friend; 
For by my expericnce, if thou wilt belecue me, I'know 
not any thing wherein thou maiſt ſooner be deceiued, 
Fortie yeares and more I may with ſome indgement 
remember the woride; in which licle time I have foyng 
ſuch a meramorphotlis and alteration in mens migds.aad 
manners, that if they ſhould decline ſo faſt from evill 
to worſe after fortic yeares more, it will bee a haid 
matter anie where to finde out a faithfull friende, or 
an honeſt man : For (as the ſame Authour further 
ſaith) that which one friend doth for another , in theſe 
dayes is cither to excuſe or hide himſclte when there 
1s neede of him , becing more readie to lend him his 
conſcience then his money . And he that will compare 
the number that profeſle friend(hip vmto him , with 
them that haue performed the true office and part of 
friends, for one faithf{ull he ſhall diſcouer a hundred diſ- 
ſemblers, Of ſuch friends, asthey aremoſt common, ſo 
ve may eſteeme it no ſmall felicitic to be deuided m”_ 
ther, 


of the Felicitie of mas. Fox 
them, being more prodipall of their conſcience, then li+ 
berall oftheir goods , or readyto p any other 
durie of friendlhip, 1ſecrates counſellerh vs to chuſethar 
friend which hath been faithfull ro his former friends ; 
for he is likeroproueconftant in friendſhip : and if thou 
wilt follow mine aduiſe, enternor into friendſhip with 
a couctous man, for his mind isſopoſleſſed and ' ouer- 
come with the loue of money, and greedie deſirero en- 
creaſe his riches and poſſeſsions, that there is no hope 
of performance either of friendſhjp or: honeſtic art his 
hands, Plautrws ſaith : Ft cuique bbmini res parats eff, firmi 
amici ſunt : fires laſſa labamt stidem amici collabaſcant, 
The mindsand manners of men in theſe latter dayes, 
are much liketo the maners vſed by the oldeRomaines, ' 
whenthey triumphed-the Romaines, as they were verie 
olitike in alltheir government, ſo'did they well con- 
ider that there was no better meanes to excite their 
young men to vertue,, then by rewarding their noble 
acts with honour. Thereforethey hadacuſtome, when 
any Generall of their Armies had wonne any notable 
vieorie, to ſuffer him ar bis return ro Rome totriumph, 
which was done with verie great pompe and ſolemnitie: 
and when the triumph was ended , thetriumpherhad 
prepared x ſumptuous feaſt , and invited rhe chiefe men 
of the citieto ſupper, and among the reſt the Conſuls 
alſo, which werethe principall Magiſtrates of Rome, yet 
meaning nothing leſſe then to haue their companie: for 
they were no ſooner returnedto their houſes , but the 
Tripmpher would ſendea meſſenger preſemiic ro de- 
ſirethe Conſuls not to come to ſupper,that there might 
beno man to whom he muſtgiueplace , So, many in- 
uvite men to their friendſhip, with faire words & triendly 
offers, whearhey meanec nothing leſle, that they may 
Nan 4 ſceme 
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ſeeme to giue place to none in humanitie and curteſie; 
but his backe is no ſooner turned, but they renoke withs 
in themſclues their friendly offers, and are ready, if they 
- thinke helooke for performance,to forbid him to make 
triall of their fziendihip, being done for forme, ' and nog 
with plaine meaning, asthe triumphergymaner was, 
This time ſeemeth1o reſemble that wherot Galen come 
plaineth, that hee happened into a moſt wicked age, in 
which he thought them onely wile, and of alincere 
mind, that hauing eſpicdthegenerall iofidelitie, fubril 
tie, diſsimulation , and diſhoneſtic oft men, withdrew 
themſelues ſpeedily from the aflemblyes and company of 
people, as from a vehement ſtorme and tempeſt into the 
ſafe port of aſvlitaric fe: which agreeth with the Poet: 
wil 917 ovemn Bene qui laznit, bene vixit, 

Therefore, if you (ce the generall wickednes of men 
where you live, offen(tueto you,as almoſt in all places in 
theſe wicked dayes, viceis plenrtitull, and in eſttmation, 
and vertue out of requeſt , you may fullow the aduile of 
the wile and ancient, to withdraw-your-ſelte from the 
company of men,vnto the ſafe port of a ſolitarie lite, For 
the infection is dangerous to be inthe preaſe and com- 
pany af men,where vice is in vie and generall, For a man 
muſt either immitate them,and doe as they doe, or hate 
them,and their manners; both whichare full of danger: 
But it is not ſufhcient ro withdraw your (clfe fromthe 
company of men, and to change places, but you muſt 
withdraw your ſelfe from the conditions of men that be 
in you : and (o ſequeſter your ſelfe from your ſelfe ; for 
it is the mindthat maketh a man happy , nottheremoo- 
uing from company or place. And therefore a man muſt 
trame his mind to vertueand goodnes,and flic vice, and 


the maners of the multitude, and ſorcturneto __— 
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And that is the true olitarie life; which a'man may vſe 
& enioy inthe middeſt of Cinies,and Courts of Princes ; 
though indeed we may v(c it more commodiouſly apart 
fromthe company of men , Charondass would puniſh 
them grieuouſ]y that were convinced to haue frequen- 
ted ewll company, Itis moreealic for a manto relorme 
himſclfe,liming alone 1n a ſolitarie place,then among men 
that arenot well giuen;and he may hauemeanesenough 
to be contented with an calie and quiet life, it he winne 
a mindetoembrace vertue, and to flic vice, and not eo 
account of honors & riches, andother tranſitory things 
of the world, 
woes In ſolis fs tibi turba lors, 

V Vhen S:/{pon had eſcaped out of the towne where 
kedwelt,which wastaken by the enemies, where he loſt 
his wife & children, & his other goods, Demetriae Pols- 
orcetes, (ecing him looke with a cheerefull countenance, 
hauing receiued ſo great a misfortune, asked him, whe- 
ther he bad had no harmeor loſſe. He aunſwered, no; & 
he;banked God, he had loft nothing that was his  Ac4 
counting nothing to be his owne, but himſelte, V Vife 
and children, health and libertie, and a (ufticiencie of 
neceſſary things to maintaine vs in a reaſonable. eſtate, 
areto be wiſhed and eſteemed, but not {to betyed;i0 
theloue of any of thoſe things, as though all vur good 
depended vpon them, But in all our actions & accidents 
that happen, to returne to our ſelues, that is,toour mind, 
which becing framed to godlinesand vercue,, is indeed 
our o\ynetrue goods and riches :all other thingsare ca- 
fuall, and momentany. So that if the mind be prepared; 
and giuen to follow vertue, whether a man live in com- 
pany, or ſolitarily, he may be happy enough, Forit isthe 


mind chat makeththe marter, & bringeth contentment, 
37 a _ _VVhich 
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Vhich made Socrates ſay ro onethat told him that ſuch 
a man was nothing amended by his trauell, I beleeue ſo, 
quoth he, for he went with himſelfe. Meaning, that he 
endeuoured not to reforme his minde from vice and ill 
manners. Such travellers the world hath many in theſe 


 dayes. And when you bein the company of menthar 
_ vſefriuolous and vaine talke, beare a deafe earetothem, 


Afaninan. 


or heare them as you heare the ſound of an inſtrument 
of Muſicke that is out of tune , which rather giueth of< 
fence, then delight tothe cares, Rightly ſaith Petrark,ir 
followeth ordinarily , that to whom cuill things ſauour 
well, to them good things are vnknowne : and theyare 
vnaccuſtomed to noble cares,that _ in baſethings, 
There haue beentimes when he that knew moſt, was e- 
ſieemed beſt, but now reputation groweth nor by 
knowledge, nor is meaſured by the worthineſle of ver- 
rue, but by the abundance of riches and poſleſsions, 
Hew Rom & nunc ſola pecunia regnat. 

Oneof the things that EccleſiaFticus ſaid grieued his 
hart, was; Menof IIs are not ſetby, In 
time paſt, learned men were ſenttor out of farre Coun- 
tries, but now if they knocke at our doores, we will not 
letthem in, Vnfruntfull paftimes and vainetoyes draw- 
erh our delights, None was aduanced to honour but 
ſuch as deſcrued « : but now none climbe ſo faſt to 
high dignities, as thoſe that be leaſt woorthy . In that 
golden age, no Senate or Councell was eſtabliſhed , but 
there was reſident ſome excellent Philoſopher, but now 
in ſteede of them , and of learned Diuines (who ſhould 
ſupply theyr roomes among Chriſtians) are broughr in 
ſome excellent Machiauillians, as the meeteſt Counſel- 
lers for this corrupt time , Kings and Emperours were 
wontto beſingularly learned, and thought learning a 


grear 
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great ornament totheir dignitie. Alexander the great, & 
Julius Ceſar, were welllearned, and alſo theEmperour 
Adrian : Which 1«lius in the middeſt of his campe would 
haue bis ſpeare in his left hand, and his penin his right 
hand : he never vnarmed himſclfe but he would pre- 
ſently fall to his booke, 

Thetitle of Philoſopher , was giuento theEmperour 
Marcus Awrelius for his excellent learning : Who would 
ſay, that he would not leaue the knowledge hee might 
learne in one houre for all the gold hee poſſeſſed : and I 
(faith he) receiue moreglory of the bookes I haueread 
and written,then of the battels I haue wonne,and of the 
kingdoms which I haue conquered. Ptolemey King of 
Egypt, and Hermes before him, and of later yeeres, Al- 
phonſus king of Arragon ( who would (ay , that he had 
rather loſe his pearles and precious ſtones , then any 
booke) and divers other Kings an&Emperors were cx- 
cellently learned: among which number , I account by 
arare exampiethe noble Queene of England, my-graci- 
ous Soueraigne, The Mathematicall ſciences were had 
in ſuch eſtimation for their excellencie, that none might 
ſtudie them but Kings, that they might excell others as 
well in worthineſle,and (ingularitie of knowledge,as in 
dignitic of eſtate : but now Kings children be broughs 
vpin Machiavels (choole,, as an Authour ſufficient fog. 
theyr inſtruction, 

Hee that will compare thistime with that of former 
ages, ſhall ind a wonderfull —_— in-Mmens, 
minds and manners, Vertue was ncuerletle in vſe;& vice 
did never more abound : The truth was never more 
knowne,and neuerlefle regarded; neuer better taught, 
and neuer worſe followed : men werencuerleſle idle, 
andncuer worſe occupicd; worldly matters were never 
more 
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more carefully ſought for , and heauenly things nenex 
leſſe effectually thought of. Men were never morereli. 
gious in words, and neuer more prophane in deeds. The 
deuill never beſtirred himſelfe with more diligenceto 
allure men toall manner of vice; and men were neuer 
more negligent to make reliſtance, nor morereadie to 
further his labour : and though he cannot ſtoppe the vr- 
terance of the V Vord, yet he prevaileth in that which js 
next toit, to hinder the bringing foorth of condigne 
fruites, It happeneth to vs as it did to Tamalw, that 
thongh the water ranne by his mouth, yer none would 
enter intoquench his thirſt: So the ſounde of Gods 
V Vord beateth continually againſt our cares, but it en- 
tereth not in to coolethe heate of the wicked motions 
of our inordinate delires, and roquench our thirſt after 
worldly vanities. In cuery place is talke of diuinitic,cuen 
among them that kriow not what belongeth ro hama- 
nitie, Many are with their tongues blazers and talkers of 
vertue, but all their other members they ſuffer to admi- 
niſterto vice, Few men are ſo couetous of their owne 
200d fame & honour,as they are greedy of others mens 
goods, and enuious of others vertue, | 
Moſt men ſcemeto hate pride, and yerfew follow hu- 
militie : all condemnediſſolurenefſe, & yet who is con- 
tinent? All blame intemperancie, and yet none lives in 
order. Allprayſe patience, and yet vvho reſiſteth the 
ſveet paſsion of revenge ? He that poſleſſeth much, op- 
preſlech him that hath little : and he that hath bur little, 
enuicth him that hath much . V Vee condemne Papiſts 
for their ſuperſtition & confidence intheir good works : 
and wee blame Puritanes for their affeted ſingularitie 
and formall preciſeneſſe; and inthe meane time that we 
may be vnlike the one in groſleneſle, and not much re- 
ſcmble 
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ſemblecheother in preciſeneſſe; wee neither have ſuth- 
cient regard tothe erate devour ſerviceof God, and to 
Chriſtian charitie, nor ſufhciently ſhew the zeale of true 
Chriſtians to the ſynceririe' of Religion , 'and leaſtof all 
expreſle it in ourliues and converſation : as though 
godlinefle conliſted ina theoricallkinde of beleeving, 
without any reſpect ro theexerciſe of Chriſtiancharitic 
and vertne, And when wee'goe about to ſhake off the 
clogges where-with our conſciences are burdened by 
ſuperſtition, to enjoy the true and Chriſtian libertie, we 
fall into ſuch alicentiouſnelle of life, and diſſoluteneſſe 
of manners, thatthe Poets ſaying may be aptly applyed 
to many : | 

Dam ſiult; vitant vitia, in contraria currant, 

Some hold, that G O D may be better ſerued intheir 
chamber then in'the Church; otherspreferre a ſtable or 
a Barne before any of them both , Thus dvorh that old 
Serpent labour to ſowe devilion in mens minds & man- 
ners, to the diſhonour of true Religion: that whilſt the 
Mapiſtrats be occupied inreforming theſe new ſchiſmes, 
the profeſſed enemiero the Goſpell may multiply and 
encreaſe his locke vnderhand , But inthe midſl of this 
generall wickedneſle, and deprauation of manners, be- 
ing a!moſl (as we may coniecture) at the higheſt, this 
comfort remaineth to the well-minded , that the day of 
deliverance cannot be farre off, | 

V'Vhen Dyoniſivs,at the time that Chriſt was crucified, 
beheld with admiration the Sunne eclipſed, contarieto - 
nature, the Moone beeing at thefull,and oppoſitero the 

Sunne, he pronouncedtheſe vvordes; Eicher the God' 

of nature ſuffereth now, or elſe the vvhole frame of the 

world ſhall be diſſolved. And as Dyoniſius devined 


rightlie in the one, ſo may hee doe inthe other, =_ 
| wil 


CHEN : 
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vwill behold the generalitie of all- manner of vice and 
wickedneſſe of this time,contrary to the nature of Chri- 
ſtjanicie, and oppoſite to the VVord of GOD, which 
was neger morepleneifully taught, and bo'dly pronoun- 
ced,thatthis generall and vnnaturall eclypſeot Chriſtian 
manners, dootb preſagerhe deſtruction of the world to 
be at hand, 

Heethat will looke into the manner of this time, ſhall 
kenot tind cauſe, with trembling and teare,tothink thar 
thetimeis at hand,chat the Prophet 7enas ſpake of tothe 
Niiuites? There be yet fortic dayes, & the world ſhall _ 
be deſtroyed : but our harts be ſo hardned with worldly 
delices, that we will belecue nothing that feedeth not 
our humours, and 1s not plaulible to our inclinations, 
And nothing is more dangerous toa Chriſtian, then to 
accuſtome himſelte to harden his coſcience, For in ſuch 
vnhappy people, there isno will ro be amended, nor 
meanes to be remedied, 

The Afﬀricanes bad a prophecie, that when the Ro-. 
manes ſent an Armic into Aﬀerica, CMundus cum tots {ue 
prole perir? : the lignitication of which words is, The 
VVorld vvith all his iſue ſhall perriſh - which made: 
them thinke, that the V Vorld withallthe peoplethere- 
in ſhould be deſtroyed , But afterward the Romaines 
ſent an Armicthether, vnder the conduct of a Generall, 
whoſe name was Mundus, who in the battell-vvith 
his ſonnes vvere (laine by the Afﬀricanes , and fulfilled 
the effect of the prophecie, and diſcoucred the illuſi- 
on of the deuill , Bn theſe Heathens were not ſo calie 
to be delided by the deuill, as vvee are hardto be per- 
{waded by the true Prophetsof GOD, and Preachers 
of his VVorde, that the deſtruction of the V Vorld 
cannot be farce oft : forthe mindes and manners of men 
are 
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are (o transformed and changed y and decline 0 
from euill to worſe, thar if the men'of former ages were 
co walke againe vpon theearth, they would thinkethar 
this world were not the ſame which before ir was, but 
rather an other ſubſtitute in his place, '# ore fourld this 
faulr in his time, that the age of their parents, was worſe 
then that of their Grandlathers, and themſclues more 
wicked thentheir Fathers, and theyr children would be 
more viciousthen they, And as wee are worſe then our 
Fathers, ſo our poſteritie islikero be worfe then we be, 
if vice be not now atthe higheſt, andthe worldalmoſt 
at an end. | 
The Poets obſerued diligently , and with grear cop- 
{ideration, the mucations of theworld, and denidedir 
Nto foure patts, The firſt agerhey likened rogold, and 
calledit the golden age: the'next ſo decayed, that they 
compared it toliluer : thethird , abaſedrobrafſe: the 
fourth worſt of all, was become like yron, of leſſe value 
and price then any of thereſt: and if there were a more 
baſenetta!}, we might compare our ageto it, Inconſl- 
deration whereotl, they with other V Vriters inthis lat- 
ter ages, both diuinc and prophane, doe bewalle rhe de- 
cay of vertue, of true faith, of charitie , of mutuall lone 
and fidelitic, of good conſcience, of honeſtie, yea of de» 
uotion, and prayer, and of the love and feare of God, & 
of heauenly contemplation: wherefro, as from his pro- 
per roote ſhould ſpring allthereſt. 
For hovv many doc we ſceliue as though they had 
noneede of GOD; and hoped for no better, nor mil- 
truſt ng worſe thenthey finde heere? As though God 


were not the rewarder of vertue, and puniſher of vice; 


nay rather,as though there were no Gud at all; no reſur- 


reQion, no heauen, nor hell? VYho fearethto _—_ 
woo, 
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God, or ſpareth to blaſpheme his holy Name? VVhota. 
kethany paine toplcaſc him? V Vho forbeareth/to hue; 


enuie, and toflaunder ? V Vho laboureth co ſubdue 
fleſh to the ſpirit z ſenſualuieto reaſon ; reaſon to faith; 
and fafth totheſferuice of Gbd ?, V Vho letteth not looſe 
therainesto his affections, and ſuffercth not his will and 
wicked inventions co takethe bitte in the teeth, andro 
_ runneaway againſt therule of reaſon? SubicQAsrebell a- 
eainſttheir Prince and Gods annointed;,;:and are ſome- 
timeexcired vnto it by them:thatihould ſer forth obedi- 
ence by word &exampleoflife. Children diſobey theic 
parents, contemne them, and laugh them to ſcorne Ser+ 
ugunts make ſmall eſtimation of the truſt commirred vn- 
to them by their Maiſters. Labourers hunt aſter idlenes. 
Arcificers are deceittuliitrtheir words and works, Mer« 
chants and others in vttering the wares that they ſel.No 
man lendeth without hire. Vſury was-neuer ſo generall, 
nor ſo extreame. 1 | 


And if we ſhould aſter this ſort runne- over the other 
eſtates of life, we ſhould hndall ſorts of men degenerate 
fromthe {implicitie and goodneſle of their foretarhers, 
No man ſecketh after vertue, nor laboureth toreforme 
oramend , much leſlero mortifie himſelfe . So as wee 
might neucr moretrulypronounce theſc old verſes: 


Hen,viuunt homines tanquam mors nulla ſequatar, 
Et welut infernus fabula yana foret, 


Todoe theſechinges whartisir, bur as thoughthere 
were no Goſpelltaforbidit , nor GOD to puniſh'ir, 
nor lawes, nor authoritieto reforme it ? VVee have 
{mall regard and compaſsion to thereliefe of the poore, 
andleſle conicience we maketo deceiue or oppreſſe our 

ncigh- 


vcred ro prblike infe knoWhe to 
bee a bla , #dftinkard Arnot we Ted;'an p 
Atheiſt; whereof(it ma y be doubred) there be 0wer ma- 
niein theſe dayes , bes ſhall beſo farre frombe 
niſhed j that hee ſhall bee rather | 
luppoited\: -and'regarded as aiolly fellow that will bee 
comimannded 6f none: which encourageth' him ro 
offend further , ro the evill example of others : for wic- 
ked aQts & miſdemeanours are allured by impunitie,as ir 
were by rewards: & hee hurteth the good thar ( 
the wicked ; By his Epitaph'of an Atheiſt which was 
written , yee all partly cet villany of their mindes : 
Fixi, & vitre vitam nilcredidi, Quo nd Waihie neſcio,inui- 
Iu morier : valete poteri, 
- If weeheate of aniefinfull or wickedaQ commirted, 
we ſigh and grone, and ſooke vp ro heaven;as hit 
ed our harts, with deteftarionborh of the mat) and 
thefaQ: whereas if the like occaſion wereoffered, wee 
are as readie every day to dothe ſame,or worſe, VVe are 
notable cenſurers of others n les / & eurnitig 
ſemblersof our 6wne,VVebeholfour own nal 
ſpe s that riiake things ſhewy leſſe; andothier mens 
faulrs we beholdin the water, where things ſhew grea- 
rer, V Vefollow ſermons like Saints,  with'great ſhew of 
GeHaif, as rhough we were vericrefigious : burthat 
| ;Aiiſe in ourlife;rather reſemblethinfernall ſpirits, 
Anft os we difſemble with God, & play the hypocrites 
{ with men. VVhen our life is ſeeneto be contrarie vnto 
ourprofeſsion, we areaſlaundertothe Goſpell , Andit 


O o, | may 


.-. may 
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bee ſaitto vs, as | heard-q.plairme man of the how. 
countrie ſay to Gentlemary that commented thoSpay 
niardsfortheir devotion , and often bleſsing _— 


ſingthemſelues: No doubt (quoth £4 vo? Gholi 
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men9O-»2e: de ſaers; of diablo de den 

out, and thedeuill within ,, T hejniquitie of this rimeig 
almoſt growne to this, 'tbat a man godly and honeſtlie 
given, is laughed to.ſcorne, and had in contempt, and 
the wicked ishad in eſtimation & reuerenced,as though 
it werea (hame to-doe well, and, acommendable thi 
ro live vnhoneſtly ; {o asnothing is more cOomoninthelſg 
dayes among vs then falſe friendſhip , diſlembled hone, 
ſtie, manifeſt iniquitie, and counterfeit holineſle, And 
who is hee, if he ſeperate his mind a while from worldly 
cogitations, that he may the bater logke!/ into the genes 
rall wickedneſlc of theſe dayes, that willnort ſay wh $, 
Paule, Cupio diſſolui, & eſſe cam Chriſto: 1 delice tobe dil- 
folued, and to be with Chriſt : when hee ſhall (ce in vie 
and daily praQiſe eucry where,all kinds .of vice,, þuyr al- 
moſt no where any kinde of verve. .,V.V hea hee:ſhall 
ſee no wiledome without craft, no iuſtice without cory 
ruption, no fayth without diſsimulation, no godlinelle 
without hipocrilie, noſriendſhip without gaine,nulens 
ding wuhout hire, nopromiſe without ſuſpit ne 
things corrupted with couctouſneſſe and [enſualizieyſ 
henot td cauſeto cry out with Poljcarpus,\Dewus,ad qut 
nos tempora reſeraaſti ? God, to what times haſt thou r6& 
ſerued vs? But they that by vvord or yvriting (hall goe ax 
bout toreproouecthe generalitic of vice lately crept join 


mens manners , may looke forthat aunſwer -x t Hing 


Antigonus made to one that preſented to hima | 
written of iuſtice: Thou art a foole (aid rhe-King) to 
preſent a Booketo mee of iuſtice , whenthon feelt meg 
belieging 


£ A 


ſon inthis common exerciſe, and 'generilicicofall man- 
ner of vice, will perſwade or ſpeake of vereue; of godli- 
neſſe, of honeſtie, and reformation\of manners Fthey 
ſhall but ſing rothe deafe (as theprouerbeis,))Owicked 
age, and vngratefull people + Hab1G O Þ diſperſed the 
 darkecloudes from our vnderflanding;' and ſent vs'the 
light of bis Goſpell, tothe end we ſhould runne into the 
 dintand mire, and ſoile our (clues wirh all manner of vi» 
ces} Hath he beſtowed ſo many benetits vppon vs, and 

yet cannot finde vs thankfull ?' Hathi hee: offered vs his 
race ſo plentitully, and yer will vvee not receive? He 
that ſtandethin a high place, letterhdownea ,.to 
belpe himwp that ſtandeth beneath : ſo GOD! hath ler 
downehisgracetovs, toliftvs vptohimy, but we will 
not take hold of it: and therefore it may befcared, if we 
be not more circumſpeCt, teaſtour common-aduecſary 
— vs with his rope, that he- may plucke vs downe 

to him. BUTTE | 
V Vee may be wondred at,nor without cauſe, as the 
Emperour Conſtantivs maruelled at his people that were 
newly become Chrillians: I maruell ({ayd hee) hovv it 
cometh to paſle, that many ofmy people are worſe now, 
then before they were Chriſtians, Thebeſt wecan hope 
for, if vve amend not our manners,is,that God will cha 
ſtice vs: andthe moſt wee can defire at his hands, is, that 
if he pumiſhvsby ſome of his ordinary meanes , hee will 
vie atatherly:correQion'vppon vs; 'and: when hee hath 
beaten his children, caſtthe rod in the fire .:V. Vee: have 
beheld theſe many yeeresin great tranquilitievnderche 
fouriſhing raigne of a moſt happy Prince, thetroubles 
andaffliCtions of our neighbours, by vvhich.vve ons 
 Oaz cen 
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- andito becharikvatl 
but wich bow-/mall effet, is 


: and therfore 


hanecauſeto fay roqur nei 
 Pinitefelicer, quibue Grondagenalles: 
Tam ſua,ues eliaes plivin fate vocemur. | (ii) | | 
\ Ttis fayedin E/&rs, The weaker the world is hon rea« 
ſon of age, the more ſhall the evills be encreaſed vppon 
them:that dwell therein , For the cruth is fled facre 3+ 
way, my oy arc at _ . dy 
Petrarks ſaying could tono time bee more h - 
ed, that i and fowlers vſed not their xy apply 
with greater diligence to lay nets and ſnares for-wilde 
beaſts and birds , then crafty men laid fortheſimple and 
laine meaning, And therefore (ſaid he) if thou ik noe 
ns deceiued,cither die,or deale not with men:'which a+ 
greceth with Pi&uanc his countric man :; 
Con arte, con inganno, 
$i vive mezzelanne, | 
Con ing anno 7 con arte, 
 Siwvinelaltrapurte, | | 
Hee therefore that would enioy that hivolnetle which 
may be found in this life , muſt live in the feare and ſers 
uice of God, and alwaycs lift vp his mindetothetrue 
felicitie, which cannot be enioycedin this world, but in 
thelife rv come. He muſt deſire God to beſtow his be- 
nefites and graces vpon him , by which he may eſchue, 
and bee free from thoſe things that are hinderance to 
felicitic : and that hee will bleſſe his labours and ende- 
uours thar are taken in hand , and leadeth the right 
way tothe arraining of happineſſe, He muſt armehim- 
felte with patience, quietly to receiue ſuchafflictions 
and croſſes as it ſhall pleaſe God.to ſend andlay —- 


icmay be feared leaſt the Any that ITT 


= 


him ; and perſwade himſelfe heedoth all for his ge 
ro drawe his 107 om theſe. worldly'vanities , tothe 
contemplation and deſire of God and his heauenlie 
kingdome, which is our end , and ſoucraigne'200d 
and beatitude , He muſt purge and cleanſe his minde 
from thoſe impure motions and affeQions, thatentice 
and allure men to the deceiveable luſtsand brutiſh plea- 
ſures of the fleſh: then which pleaſure (aftet Arebitas) 
there it nota more capitall enemie giuen of nature to 
man : and (after Dewoſthenes) no euill can happen to 
that man, which hath laid rem and conti 
for a foundationof wiſedome. Hemuſtalſo dentin 
be veric circumſpeQ that he benotovercome with the 
inordinate deſire of riches, nor with ambition & deſire 
of honour and glorie, whereunto, for want of due con+ 
kderarion , the moſt part of menare commonly caried 
hedlong, by a falſe & _————— ineſle, And 
if it ſhall pleaſe God to bleſſe him with worldly wealth 
and honorable eſtate (for they arehis bleſsingsto them 
that come rightly and iuſtly tro them) he muſt vſethem 
to that purpoſe for which they were ordainedand gi- 
I ucn him : for the eſtimation of things, and their vſe, and 
J abuſe, maketh them helpfull or hurtfull to happineſſe 
I] of life. Hethat knoweth how to eftecmeand vie riches 
{ and honourableeſtate as hee ought, neither will defire 
I them, if he have them not , nor feare their loſſe if hee 
1 poſleſſe them : knowing that hee may live well and 
I happily without them as things nor neceſlarie to feli- 
I citie, For the greedie deſire of riches and poſleſsions,and 
J the ambitious paſsions, common almoſt ro all men in 
1 aſpiring to honourable eftare, and the continuall feare 
1 ot their loſſe, doth ſo rorment and vnquier our mindes, 
| that whereas by the due eſtimation of richesand honor 
O03 and 
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566 The fifo broke '' 
and ſuch like delights of men, with an vpright judge; 
tent ,, we might leade a pleaſant 2nd happiciitegwee 
contrariwiſe by a (in;{ter opinion, heape vpon our ſelues 
gricuous torments , manifold cares, and vexations;{g 
as we ſceme to ſeeke of purpoſe for the cauſes, and 
meanes houv' ro bring our ſelues into an vahappie-and 
miſerable eſtare : for all the troubles and lexitics 
thar rrauell our frayle bodies, our ſelues arethecauſe 
of them,and for the moſt part we goc out ro ſeekethem; 
For thus fares it with men ofall eſtares,firſt to deſireone 
thing, and then another, withoutend or meaſure;neuer 
ſatished or contented, and therefore nener happie, Hee 
muſt eſtimarerheſe thingsthat will live happily , not a 
rerthe common cuſtome and opinion of men, but by a 
right and a reaſonable cenſure , and content himſelfe 
with his eſtate, to which God hath called him , where 
\. vnto heſhalrhe moreealily be perſwaded, that vil com- 
wn the daungers and troubles of high dignitics and 
onourable eſtate, with the ſecuritic and quierneſle of 
meane callings, and beſtow ſome time in:reading the 
monuments of wiſe and learned authors , whoſe couns 
ſell he ſhall find to contemne thethings wherein (byan 
erronious opinion) men ſer their felicitie, as mecre va- 
nities, and the frumpes of fortune, and that alitle is ſuf- 
ficiem to the happineſle of life , Yer prouidence 1s to 
be vſed by a wiſe & frugall man, after 1ſecrates counſel: 
To remember things paſt, ro doe things preſent, andto 
beware of things to come. For he is no leſſe worthy of 
blame,that provideth not that which is neceſſary , then 
he that neuer ceaſeth to ger morethen is ſufficient, And 
though no eſtate of life be excluded from felicitie, fot 
that thechiefe part and cauſe thereof proceedeth from 
the mind, yet abundance of riches , honourable = 
an 


riour eſtates ate: which,whoſocuer will attentively ob- 
ſerue, wilt be the morereadily induced to beleeve with 
Saint Paule , thar godlineſſe is great riches; and ſuffici- 
entt0 leade. vs tothefſelicitie and happinefſe weeſceke _ 
for, For that bringeth with it acontempt of _y \ 
vanities, ſo much cſteemedof toe / 
conſcience, and a contemtation of minde, whoa! feli- 
citie conliſteth::V Vhich warrightly cfpied bythe Pocr, 
that the vanities of this world, astiches, . 
nours, and ſuch like , bringeth nor ſelicirie, bue the ſcr- 


vice of God, 
plarima, fr "Ty » ; 


Ingera nou factunt felicem 
Nom Tergeini dulcia muſtaſoli. . 
Non Thrie veſtes, Auri non ponders flani = 


; ut commu, noninuenile decus. 


Non 
Now dulcis natiſoboler, non bellula coniuns, 


Non tenniſſe ſua ſceptra ſuperb mans,  -. - 
Nouers & rerum cau[as licet, aftra, polique, 

Etnoſiro quicquid ſub 1owe mundus habet, 
At mes, ſi quers, que ſit ſententis, Frater, 
Dicam ; vii falix vinere? vine Dev. 
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the diſcourſe vpon the felicitie. 


an, 


eth bythat which hath beene 
ſaid, what manner of felicitie men may 
enioyin this life, which is rather any. 
ſurped name, and improperly ſo called, 
then ſo indeede. Now reſteth 1o diſ- 
Y courſe vpon thetrue end and felicity of 


man, or his beatitude and Sammum bonum. 


 VVhen GOD had created this godly frame of the 


; VVorld, beeing fo called of hisexcellent and beautifull 


forme, repleniſhed with ſuch varietie of creatures, and 
placed the earth in the middeſt; laſt of all, he made man 
after his owne image, which Saint Pavle interpreteth to 
be iuſtice and holineſſe of truth , who was after called 
Adam, of the veine ofthe redde earth, whereof hee was 
made, And when G O D had finiſhed this worke, and 
made man, hee ceaſed from creating any more things, 
and reſted in him, in whom he delighted, and would for 
euer after communicate himſelfe, his wiſedome, his 1u- 


Y tice, and hisioy, and gaue vnto him a companion , for 


his greater comfort and pleaſure, 

This man hee adorned with many goodly gifts, and 
placed him in Paradice , which ſ1gnificth the beſt part 
of the earth, & that eſtate of men, in which they ſhould 
hauc lived without {inne and death, In which place 


appoins 


q , "Rue 


of the Felicitie of mn j | ew, 


of the goodly Rivers of Euphrates, T Ganges,and 
Nylus, which they water and paſſe his » andcon- 


—__ _— athird part of naar ny w_—_y this 
man bythe teqppration & ſubt Serpent, 
taſted ofthe forbidden fruite, and withdrew himſelfe 
from the obedience of his Creator,he loſt many.of -_ 
goodly ornaments wherewith G OD had endued him, 
and fell into the puniſhment appointed for his tranſgreſ- 
fion, erernall death, and damnation ,' But the ſonne of 
G OD, bearing a ſinguler fanour to man, pacified his fa- 
ther, and to ſatisfie his iuſtice, which watimmutable, he 
trooke vpon him to fulfill allthat obedience which God 
requiredof man, and reſtored-him into Gods fauour a- 
gaine, though not with recouery of all his loſt orna- 
ments - and reuealed the promiſe of God, which he had 
alſo procured, to ſende him to be a protector of man- 
kind, againſt the tyranny of the deuill, and therefore he 
xscalled the V Vord, becauſe: heercuealed this ſecret de- 
creeout of the breſt of the eternall Father. And this was 
the firſt miracle that God wrought after his creation of 
the world, and the creatures therein contained, ſtayin 
them that were to die. without the ſecond cauſes, an 
withourtthat ordinary courſe of nature, which before he 
had eſtabliſhed, loſephus writeth , that Adamſet vp tvvo 
tables of ſtone, in which he wrought the beginning of 
thecreation, the fall of man, andthe promiſe, 

' Nowifweconlider what a worthy & beautiful crea» 
ruire manwas before his fall, the very habitation & tem- 
ple of God, withour ſinne, and without death, we may 
eaſily indge what an vngratefull and vahappy creature-. 
he was to reuole from God, to the devill, whereby he & 


_ allhispoſterity became ſubicQ toſinne and death. ors 
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firſt God madehim after his owne'image and likeneſſe; 
that is, he made him moſt good, vncorrupt, holy, righte- 
ous,and immortall, and furniſhed him with moſt excel- 
lent gifts, thatnorthing might be wanting vnto himeo all 
bleſſednes in God. His vnderſtanding was yholy divine, 
his will moſt free and moſt holy : hehad powerof doin 
good and enill: a law was giuen him of GOD, vvhic 
(hewed him what he ſhould doe, or what he ſhould nor 
doe, For the Lord ſaid , Thow 5halt not eateof the tree of 
knowledee both of good andenill, God ſimply required of 
him obedience and faith , and that whole 4dam (ſtould 
depend vpon him , and that notconſtrained by neceſsi- 
tic, but ſhould doe it freely : he told him alſo the perrill, 
and willed him not to touch thetree,leaſt he die.So that 
heleft him in his owne counſell, whoſe will wasthen 
free, and might have choſen whether hee would haue 
broken Gods commaundement ornot , Neither did ſa- 
than inthe ſerpent compell him toeate, bur perſwaded 
the woman, with hope of amore excellent wiſedome, 
who drew on her husband willingly to be partaker of 
the ſame, by the falſe and lying perſwaſton and promiſe 
of the devill, and by the deleQtable ſhew and ſightlineſſe 
of therree, the fruite whereof,after the woman had firſt 
taſted, (he gavero herhusband alſoto care, By meanes 
whereof, heloſt thoſe goodly gifts & ornaments which 
God had beſtowed vpon him: which gifts he gauero A- 
dam vpon condition, that hee wouldalſogiuethem ro 
his poſteriric,it himſelfe did keepethem : but wouldnor | 
giuethem,if heby his vnthankfulneſſe would caftthem 
away : So that by his tranſgreſsion and diſobedience,he 
was caſt out of Paradiſe,that is, out of that happy eſtate, 
and found allthe elements leſlſe fauourable , His nature 
and condition wasaltered from goodneſle and holinelle, 


hy 


Of the Felicitie 90, got TY 
to ſinne and wickedneſle: Fl to _—_—— 
The influences that deſcend from the ſtarres & Planets, ; 


which are of themſelves ſimply , through our (ins 
and corruption turnetocuill : _ things made for 
Our vſe, rebell and conſpiretogether againſt vs, and our 
{innes arethe cauſe of all oureuill. 1. Sifu 
V'Vhich fall and alteration of mans nature, and his in- 
gratitude towards God, will manifeſtly appeareto him 
that will looke into his owneeſtate, & the things vvhich 
God hath created. To man alone (at leaſt in this lower 
pate) he bath given vnderſtanding , by which hee may 
ow what all otherthings haue,& whatthey be,which 
the things themſelues know not. An infallible argument, 
thar whatſocuer they have or be, the ſamethey haue or 
be,not for themſclues,bur for man, For to what purpoſe 
ſeruerh the vertues & properties thatbe inthem, if they 
knew them not? To man onely in all the worldit is gi- 
uen to know theſethings, and to haue the fruition of 
them, For the world knoweth not it ſelfe, nor the things 
init: and therefore the world,and all thingstherein con» 
tained, were giuen to man, and created for him onely- 
for the Angels had no need of it : nor brute beaſts could 
vic athing of ſuch exccllencie;, but ro-manthatharh a 
bodily ſubſtance, it was neceſſary;who onely,becauſe he 
was endued with a reaſonable ſoule , could vſeit, And 
ſceing the polleſſor far ſurmoiiterh thething thatispot- 
ſelſed, manis of much greater dignitic then the world, 
which is his poſseſsion and habitation... But the more 
excellent his nature was, the more filthy is his corrupti- 
on: the greater benefits he recejued of his Creator, the 
 morevneratefull he was to offend him. And if wee call 
\ our ſcluesto account, and examinethe whole courſe of 


ourlife, we ſhall ſec how ſmalla part thereof we beſtow 
LICET C 
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+. & WAVED ſcruice of himthat hath given vi 


all that we haue, and be : And how farre we arefrom 


ning him his owne, that is our ſelues, and allthat wee 
x » Which wee poſlcſle, and ought to apply to the 
plorie of God , But contrariwiſe wee conuert all things 
to our owne commodirie as his proper end, and'vs 
onely to our ſclues , How few houres, nay rather how 
few parts of one houre doe we beſtow ina whiole day 
and night , in thinking vppon God, as though it were 
the leaſt care we haue? And when we pray , what doe 
we but commit ſinne vpon (inne? Inthe very heate of 
our prayers, how colde are we ? yea when wee ſeeme 
moth vehement and deuour, what vaine & idle thoughts 
and fanſies falleth into our heads? So that our mindes in 
our prayers ſceme to be carried away further from God, 
then the ſpace is betweene heauenand carth. And wher- 
of commeth this, but that we are not the ſame we were? 
He that killeth a man, though hee were his mortall ene- 
mie, his ſoule by and by is tormented, his conſcience 
ſharpely accuſeth him,and telleth him, he hath not done 
well : for the byting of no beaſtis more grieuous, then 
that of the conſcience: which argueth that there is ſome 
licle ſparke left of chat diuine lighrof the ſoule, which 
ſeemeth prelently to awake asit were ou ofa ſleepe,and 
arreſteth him, and reprooueth the fact, and is oftended 
with his owne offence, and goeth about to revenge our 
wickedneſlc in our owne perſons, As eth by Thes- 
doricus king of the Gothes; who after he had killed Sym- 
wachus his father inlaw , thought he ſaw, as hee was at 
ſupper,Symmachus face,in a fiſh head that was ſet before 
him, with other mear to cate: who ſeemed to grinde his 
reeth,& ro looke ſowrely vpon him, which put the King 
in ſuch feare, thathe fel! ſicke , and dyed ſhortly after. 
Plut arke 


tetha ſtrange hiſtorie of xman that killed hisfather.'Th 

manofall other was leaſt ſuſpeted , becingſorare and 
vanaturall a thing for the ſonne to; kill his tacher: and 
therefore the murther could never be diſcouered,vnull 
this man, long after the mucther committed j; wentons 
time forthto ſupper, and eſpying, as he walked, aSwal- 
oor yon an 7 

lled the y ſwallowes ; and being 

ſomerhar beheld him ,” for killing ſo cruelly the harme« 
leſlelictle birds « They have (quoth hee) followed mee 
long enough, they cry every day , that I haue killed my 
Far enr, maruelling to heare 


. The menthatwere preſi 
ſo ſtrange a thing, enformedthe King, who cauſed him 
to be apprehended, and becingexamined , he confelled 
the marter, '-// oO. tanto 
VVhich example confirmeth that which hath beene 
ſaide, that though our nature be corrupt, yertheſoule 
deteſteth his own wickednes, & our conſcience, that re« 
pineth'againſtour miſdeedes, tormenteth & ſecretly ads 
moniſherh vs ; which could not be, if there werenot 
ſome little image of God, & of our former diuine nature 
left in vs. And wherofcommeth ir,that ſecing we know 
and confelle, that God is our Creacur, and hath ſo libe- 
rally given vs allcthat we have, & made the world for vs, 
and that he is good, and goodneſle ic ſelfe, that wee put 
fo little confidence in him, or rather miſtruſt his help; ſa+ 
ving that we ſeemeto haue ſome ſenceand feeling im« 
printed imour conſcience}, that wehauegrieuoully: 
fended him, andare infily diſinherged , & vaworthy 
his fauour? Our prayers beas full of diſtruſt, as ourharrs 
be void of faith, God hath aduanced vs far above ſtones; 
plants, bruce beaſts,and all other I 
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giuen vs eyesro looke vp towardes Hezuen, and wich 
our eyes to behold his magnificence , Bur wee comrs- 
riewiſelooke downe to the carth, and rumble inthe 
zround , like ſwineinthedirt, How many giue them« 
embody, and haucalmoſtno other thought, bur 
in getring and _— rogether gold and (iluer , the 
ſcurffe of the earth , which they ſecke afrer as their 
greateſt good and felicity ? V Vhereofriſeth all our con- 
eention,& ſures, bur for earth & carthly things? V Vhich 
isa plaine demonſtration , that wearethrowne downe 
headlong from that honorable cſtateand throne, wher- 
in we were by the bounrifull goodnefſle of God firſt pla« 
ced. If aman ſhould ſce one with acrowne or diademe 
vppon his head, all foyled with dirt, ordeluing the 
round, or holding the plough, would not hee thinke 
Fim either mad, or elſe caſt our of his chaire of cſtate, 
and depoſed from his royall dignitie ? VVhat doe men 
bur digge and turmoile in the earth , occupie- them- 
ſelues wholly in baſethings , as though God had giuen 
immortalitie to the ſoule to beſtowe our labour and co- 
gitations in dung and dirt ? A ſcepter is not giuento 2 
King to play the dizzard , Bur if man had held himſelfe 
m has firſt eſtate that God made him, our diuinenature 
would have bin occupied indiuinethings, and heavenly 
contemplation . V Veſhould not haue ſet our felicitic in - 
theſetranſitoriethings, as though our inhericance were 
jnthis world. | 
The conlideration of cheſe things will enforce vs 
to contelle , that the ſoule liuveth not propetlie, 'bue 
the bodie onelic : and that his actions and motions 
arenot freeand at his owne libertie, Proclus could fay, 
that the naturall lie properly: of the ſoule , is nor mY 
| this 


ſoule, when heeivin ge 3; to menthardwell in a 
peſtilentayre: and the foule thatis without generation, 
tochemthat dwell ina faire greene meadow. And. as 
they that dwellin an. vnwholeſome coumrey , are for 
the moſt ys lickly, and few continue in their na« 
turall health :fothe ſoule- as long asit liveth inthis ele» 
wentary body , as ina priſon, 9 VT pa 
world, will be ſubiect asit wereto ſickneſle, that is, to 
linne, to paſsions, to corruption and vncleanneſle ; For 
among ſo manie men. that arcendued with a minde, © 
who vſeth ic ? that is (as Atorney further ſaith) inmen 
how manie beaſtes? and among men what is more rare 
then aman ? Andof theſe thativſe their minde;, how 
few vic it well? T haris, (ſaitthbee)  inmen.how many 
devills ? Andit from among mer), beaſtes-and devills 
ſhould bee taken away , what maruellis it thatthe Phi» 
loſopher ſought for a man at noone daie with alincke; 
iathemiddelt of a great aſſemblie of men? Some in.con» 
dition reſemble a V Vole, others a Foxe; ſome a Swyney 
others this or that kinde of beaſt: but few reſemblea 
man, in that hee is a man : and more few , in that hee is 
the imageof God, God created man to hiszowneglo+ 
rie, but as hee is now, hee is continually adiſhonour 
to God : whereby it.appeareth , man/is nut nawthe 
ſame hee was at the beginning : That hee is deprived of 
that high dignitc ,. anddivine naturethat was firſt gi» 
uen him, : That hee is fallen from becing the-rem» 
* ple andihabitation of God;.taberhedungeonot finne 
and wickednele . V Vhich alteration of vis eftgrerand 
condition, iynot to be i ed ro God;,'whoisrheau 
thour of all goodyand goodneſſe it ſelfeyburro-hisown 
faulc, that would-nos pertiſt inthe ame —_—__ 
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Creator -V offended God, and 

his ſeuere ſentence &curſe; By meane wheres 
of, heis not onely bereaued of thoſe. 'roodly gifts & or: 
naments , which before by his contemplation and gloi 
rifying of God, heenioyed at the full , bur he is alſo be: 
come ſubreQ ro thoſe things which for his ſake and = 
werecreated : As Chryſppas truly ſaid; 


nam falſe accuſant ſuperos , fluque quernntar. 1 
CM ortales | etenim noftrorum canſa m nun 
ad #93 ſama: ſua quemque vecordia Ledit. 


bes wh uvired, that reaſon ſhould obey Cullpatedt 
elires (ſhould be obedient ro reaſon :/ But 
ETIOS , the (ences ouer-ruleth reaſon , and 
deſires leadeth our will - the body commaundeth the 
ſoule, and the cart is before the horſe; Sothart we muſt 
confeſle, webe moſt iuſtly puniſhed , cuen bythe ſame 
meanes, by which our firſt parent comitred the offence, 
For as by his diſobedience he rebelled againſt his Lord 
and Creator, ſo by a juſt puniſhment, thethings which 
he madeto ſerue mans vie, rebell againſt him, 

The defects of the ſoule, and the motions we feele of 
anger, of luſt, and ſuch like, beſides reaſon, proceedeth 


on, but from the contagion of the-fleſh, and entiſements 
of the world; being become corrupr &vncleane, which 
tscome vponour good nature, asruſtcommettivppon 
yron; And thoſe things which benow tommon vitbv8 
and brme beaſtes; by the coreoption of our nature ; we 
Afor. _ areaſhamned'nevertheleſſe, if we beſceneto doe them! 
VV hen weare angry,if a man gigentoverruc &haoneſty 
come 


The att books * 
GOD had place bm ;. bur wocithe equallivic bl 
hereby he 


not from our originall aatere ,''nor from our firſt creati- . 
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arkorw.—r 
s thomas wry a othing ifſhe 
had becarxreated brutifiyfromthe beginning ,- But cqn- 
uariwiſe, brure:beaſtes forbeare-nor to followe their 
motions ie; becauſe ie wastheir natureat the bee-+ 
ginning,w — Man onelie ofall other 
cure, in v onelic al r corrupced;'*/\ 

If we commit anie vicious aQ , houh feredths bo 
ing alone, our conſcience by and by ſheweth it ſelfe to 
bee our companion, and dothnotonly: pane), 
vs, but condemneth vs, and puniſheth the fat, For 
though the ſoule bee aſpiritualt efſence; ſuch'ns the ele- 
ments and bodilic ſubſ{taunces can doenothing againſt 
,and had her ſelfe in her / & was ruler and 
| commaunder ofthe bodie,which befocethe fall ſuffered 
—_— the bodice, yet theobieQs&filthineſſe ofthe 
, andas it wereclcauing to theſoule, 
ries defile her: as receiuethan 
evil caſt of a fuſtie veſſel. For the bodie is encloſed within 
the clements;the bloud withinthe bodyahe ſpirits with- 
inthe bloud,the ſoulewirhin hemimnde with- 
in _ ſoule,and Hermes further eh, God withinthe 
1 minde,” - 

Firecoueted with aherſhineth nor, the kndevitgia 
with a thicke blacke cloude caſterh forch leſſelighr , ſo 


the ſoule being drownedin —_ &foule — 
P. uet 


nerha tertainemiſt, which ſhadowerh 


%* 


hieirown 


isi aeties It] _—— 
hacellle our vertue is nothing) i bur/acloaketo'obuct 
our vice; For ifir to ſee rimo.aman, 'how 
many ſavage beaſts ſbduld we fee lurking ina mans hart; 
25 ina forref} or thicke wood ? Our in)agiriarions and 
thoiights; what aro1Itybuomeers wickednes and vanis 
tie? Theſccuils wehaucreceined by propagation from 
our firſtparent, fa 200[5%9 2ing amigo» dy; HH 


Sentit adhac proles,quod commiſere parentes, | 
'Y _ 1 i FLY 4 BEE , / f} "? 1-6 140 130 ,u#8 
For the finhes weecommir, is/a- punifhment'ofhisof; 
fence, And thovgh they are come ro vsby Gods'per- 
miſsion, yet is ittnavto be imputed ro him as tAuthour 
of it, becauſe he could by hisabſolutepower hinder and 
let euill,, For he ptoponetho lawes roman with rewards 
and puniſhmenes.:He wwleth himto embrace good-and 
flee cuill. Tothe dooing whereof hee denicth not his 
grace, without which wecandoenothing,norrefuſeth 
our diligence gnd labove, Heere if weerceaſeand gue 
oner, the{inne and negligence isattributed to mia, 
notto God, though he could havehinderedirpand'did 
not, becauſe he ought not to hinder it, leaſt hefliould 
diſtarbe his appointed and (etled order , anddeftroy his 
owne worke. God therefortisnotthe Awthor' of evill 
and (inne, for all things which hee made arcgood , Itis 
no 


rr ry oo 4 
A O_ that ons 
rally cobeinir , and {u 4 xthers abſence 
his preſence, And chat (ufſererh evill to De oc 

with his great iuſtice & mercy. Forit God ſhould 
uffer no cuill to be doone, men cauld nat Ginne: which 
egrecth not with his nature; che Creator of allthings 
having given him inthe beginning free will. And ex- 
cept there ſhould be ſinners , how ſhould GOD ſhew 
mercy? Bur becauſeall men commir ſiane many waicy, 
God findeth euery where mater Cao. » ry 


—_— not ſoug _ ifthe Phiſitiog- ould notbe 
ſought, the diſeaſe would hayenocnd, T herſore where 
{ane abounded, there alſo grace abounded, whichone- 
ly devideth the redeemed fromthe damned, All which © 


x ings arc ſufficient teſtimanie ws ba Godmede 
allchingsgood, and the eviltx $10 Vs, is 
come vpon vs aphaphoaa7 op cyed GOD 


to obey the deuill,. 

VVeec mult conſeſſecherefore, that God made man 
$906, , anda divinecreature, alter his owne image z that 
cendued him with many goodly gifts and ornaments ; 
that he made the world andall rhinges therein to ſerue 
man,as he made man to ſerue him: and as man is the end 
AE) tr 500 (OAIIPS In eſtce- 
Kn.MmN i$1Onne , mindeto 
him : But becauſe man | appetite be- 
forethe will of his Creator, and became as a baſtard and 
degenerate, not onely by breaking Gods commannde- 
Ment, butby ang ene with him, he fell _ 

P 2 o 


him; thatis, inthe cont jon of. his Creator * but 
would needs feeke his felicitie fomeother where , For 
the end of man is to glotifie God , hauing made him for 
his owneglory . Andtheend, felicitie, beatitude, and 
Summum be of man, is all one by the Phi 

confeſsion;as hath been ſhewed before, Therfore God, 
that hath made alithings good}, and is moſt good , and 
goodneſſe it ſelfe, is thefeliciry or beatirude and Suw. 
mum bonuns of man, And though man by his vngrarefull 
revolting from-God,, that had- beſtowed ſuch innume- 
rable benefits vppor him; deſerved juſtly ro bee vererly 
deſtroyed; yet he dealt mercifully with him , that hee 
tooke not away all,as hisdemerits required, and left him 
a meanes to returne into his grace againe\/ For by''ta- 
king away the things he firſt gaue vs, hewould make'vs 
humble by the fall-of our-firſt parent , leaſt by the like 
preſumptuouſneſle we ſhould tall againe, A king buik 
deth anew city,& endoweth it,as the maner is, with ma- 
ny priviledges &libertics:it happenerh the citizens tore- 
bel;the king raketh away from them many of theirliber- 
ties and priuiledges , V Vhich puniſhment of rebellion - 
deſcendeth to all their poſterity : though the city was 
begun with a few families, it growerth atlengrh to bee 
very populous . His giuing thoſepriviledges to the firſt 
inhabicants, was to bee im to his bounreouſneſſe 
and liberality : that he rooke chem away, was his juſtice; 
that hee denied reſticution of them to their poſterity, 
was his clemency , leaſt they being of the ſame diſpols 


tion, 


gaue vnto man liberty , a great PR_ 
adorned him with many odly gifts both bodie 
and mind , for the which hee oughrto praiſe his good- 
neſſe, And becauſe by abuſing his gifts, hee hathtaken 
them away, or diminiſhed them, isto bee attributedro 
his ivſtice, which hee had done, leaſt b ofthe 
firſt man, his poſterity beeing of the ſame condition, 
ſhould commit againethelike offence, and fall into the 
like puniſhment. Thus it pleaſed God of his goodneſſe 
to chaſtice his people, and to fuffer themto bee gouer- 
ned by his lawes, but not vrterly ro deſtroy them, 

And that mankind might feele and knowe how 
great miſeries follow their {inne, andfall, andthereby 
tearne humility and godlineſſe , and to call for his great 
mercy , apparant inthe middeſtof his highiuſtice, that 
notwithſtanding mans grieuous offence, and _ 
tude, hee would not vererly deſtroy his poſterity, whom 
he had made to his glory , but rayſed vp one outofthar 
rebellious - ns x _ ſhould —_ his iuſticewhere- 
by they might line, and bee receau COS 
hereby ir whnkdom that mansnature iscorrupted , nor 
ſo created at the firſt by God : but by abuſing his gifts 
and graces, is fallen from goodnelle into wickednele, 
from his ſpeciallfauour , into his iuſt indignation, And 
as wee are of the nature of that man our firſt y 
in whom humane nature was vniuerſally pollmed;'fo 
doe we receaue from him his nature, and drawrovsrhe 
corruption thereof , from whence is derined by 
gation , the canſe of our miſerable eſtateand condition, 
Now that wee haueſhewed how and by whatmeanes 
wee fell out of Gods favour into this ſinking pitte 
and dungeon: Let vy ſee how wee. may wade ourof it 
Pp3 agune. 
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582 The ſaxt booke 
222ine, GOD, all menconfeſſe to be Creator of all 
things,and as he is good and goodneſ 


e it ſelfe,all that he 
hath made , muſt needes be alio good, as proceeding 
from the fountzine of goodaes , And becauſe GOD ts 
wiſedome, all his creations wee muſt needes acknow- 
ledge were madeto ſome end ; For nature (ſay the Phi- 
loſophers) dooth nothing in vaine, bur all things well, 
much more God the Creator of nature, dooth all things 
roanend. Andas God is the beginning , middle, and 
end of ail things, ſo hath hee none other end of his 
workes but himſelte, For he made all things to his own 
elory ; and theretore wee that be the creatures of God, 
of whom we hane our beginning and life , can haueno 
other end but God, So that God is our Summun bonam, 
ur ſouveraine good, our beatitude and felicitie, Tothar 
end therefore,to the attaining uf that good, which is the 
proper action anderuetelicitie of man, all our ſtudies & 
delires, all our tabours and diligence ought to be direc« 
red, and employed . It mans thirſt nature had remained 
whole and vncorrupted, there would not have needed 
any great ſcarchio be made to tind out his felicity . For 
our end or telicity did then (hine in our vnderRanding, 
and the ſame end or good, which is God, by whom,and 
for whom we were created, Cid allure & dravy our will, 
But now by our pride andpreſumpteouſneſle, andfall 
ot our firſt Parent, our matters. be brought to this paſle, 
that in caribly things we haue Lywees eyes,but in(piritu» 
all things we arc as blinde as Beetles, 

In ſeeking for the true light, thetrue God, and the 
right way to ſelicitic, or Sumwmun bonum, our eyes doc 
not onely twinkle as an Owle againk the ſunne, but are 
ſur clulc together. Yet notwithifllanding, there 'remai- 
neth to ys {ome lignes of tokens by which v gt may. 

| now 


£42 . 


Ofthe Felicitie of man 
know theſe things: ſpecially if wee call co 
minde our fall. For then wee ſhould nor wallow in the 
dit like ſwine, and deſire theſe earthly thi that ap- 
pertaine nothing to vs, norto our end and felicitie : nor 
ſtand like men amazed with the greatnes of our fall: bur 
we ſhould ſee our end, or ſoueraine good or bearitude, 
in the graceof GOD, and inthetace of our Creator : 
from which by our owne fault wee are fallen and caſt 
out. 

To make the matter moreplaine, we will vie Aforweys 
fimilitude. Hee that defirerth ro know the vie of any in- 
ſtrument,as of a ſaw, he muſt not iudpge of it by the ruſt 
that hath eaten into it, or that it is defaced, or broken by 
ſome chance, but by the wholereeth , ſcowred cleane, 
and fit to cur, even asit came out of the artificers ſhop. 
So likewiſe muſt wee iudge of a man ; not eſteeming his 
end, and greateſt good, of his blindnes,of his ignorance, 
of his wickedneſle, and ſuch like, rhat are come 
him, but of the excellencie, of the goodneſle, of rhe 
brighrneſſe, wherewith he was at the firſt endued of the 
Creator, Neither may we apply the vſe of a ſaw to that 
itis of Iron, and hath a handle, and will cut; for theſe 
things be in every ſword, and yer a ſword is not a'ſavv : 
bur becauſe it hath reeth, and is of a peculiar forme? by 
which a ſavy differeth not onely from a ſword, or knife 
that hath no teeth, bur alſo from a file that hath teeth al- 
ſo, Inlike fort we muſt examine a man (if we ſhalliudge 
of a mans vſe or end) by his life or ſences. Towhatpur- 
poſe was a man made, ſeeing theſe thingesbe alſo'in 
plants and beaſtes? But GOD made man not in vaine *: 
wherefore his end and good muſt be eſtimated by that 
peculiar and proper part, by which he doth excelland' 
134man, by which he ſurmounteth allthings, that be, 
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534 The ſoxt booke 
that liue, that have ſence, that is, by the principall pare 
of his ſoule,which is his vaderſtanding;for what is more 
excellent the that ? And as that particuler forme, which 
giueth the particuler vſc to a ſaw , is comonto all ſawes, 
ſo likewiſe that ſpeciall forme of man, by whichthe end 
of man differeth from that of all other creatures, is (0 
roper to him, as neuertheleſle it iscommontoall man- 
Lind, For as this property is engendred by nature in-alf 
men , ſo all men ought to levell and direct their courſe 
tothat end, as theyr greateſt or ſoueraigne good & bea- 
titude. For the ſame which was the end and good of the 
firſt man, is alſo the end and good of all men; althongh 
our vnderſtanding is become dull, our will fooliſh, and 
our nature corrupted, And as our hrſt parent, whilſt hee 
wasin his perfect eſtate, did aſpire and life himſelfe vp 
to God, as to his end and beatitude, ſo muſt wee climbe 
vpto God, as much as by our minds weareable, And as 
tocleaue vnto God, was his ſoueraigne good and bea- 
tirude; ſocannot we attaine to our greateſt good and fe- 
licitic, except we returneto God againe, from whom 
we are fallen away. 
Seeing then that vnderſtanding was given to man, by 
a (inguler pruiledge, cleere at the firſt, without ſpot or 
blemiſh, that hee might behold the end and good, for 
which he was created, we muſt vic the helpe thereof to 
diſcerneberweenethetrue end to which wee oughtto 
direct the courſc of our life,and the falſe reputed ends & 
{clicity which diuerteth and leadeth vs aſtray from our 
greateſt pood and happineſſe or beatitude, which is 
God. By nature eucry man Wwitheth well to himſelfe, 
and directeth his courſe to ſomeend, which he thinketh 
to begood for him. But though this delire or appetite 
_ ofgoodbecommontoall, yetthere is great — in 
cir 


Of the Felititle of man. rk 
their traſt, which (asiathem that have thegreeneſick« 
neſſe, or a woman with childe, that longeth co cate 
coales, and aſhes, or other cuill things greedily as good 
meate) ſheweth plainly a great diſtemperance.of | ——_ 
nature : which maketh men propone-to themſelues di. 
verſe ends,to which they direct the courſe of their life, 
Some giuethemſclues to pleaſures, others to couerou(- 
nes and getting of riches, and poſſeſsions; ſometoam- 
bition, and delire of honour and glory ; all which hath 
been ſhewed before, to diuert men from their erue end, 
and ſouveraigne good. V Vhich blindneſle and corrupti- 
on of our nature and vnderſtanding , is happened to vs 
by our diſobedience and fall. 

For when mans vnderſtanding wascleere and —_—_ 
ted, he ſaw apparantly that God was his true end and ſo+ 
ueraigne good,in whom onely all our deſires werefixed 
and ſerled. But becauſe our nature is now corrupted, & 
our vnderftanding deformed , having nothing left in vs 
of that good we had before our fall, but a variable and 
vaine deſire of that we have loſt and haue not,it we con» 
ſider our owne eſtate and abilitie,and an vncertaine kind 
of knowledge, or rather an imagination of God: & that 
alſo being confuſed and growne out of vie: eyther vvee 
take not G OD for our true end and ſoucraigne good, 
though he ofer himfelfe every where vnto vs, orif we 
deſire togoeto him, we goe aſtray, & fall either to wic- 
kednes, or to ſuperſtition, orelſe, (as the moſt part of 
men doe) rake that which commerh nextto hand;addict 
our ſelues to the world, & to ſenſible matters, tumbling 
in theſe excrements of the carth, like ſwine inthe dirt; 
But theſe be notthethings for which man wasereated, 
nor wherein his endor ſoueraine good or felicitie muſt 


be ſought : for man conſiſterh of a body and ſoule X an 
, 


y mortall,the foule immortal: if we ſeeke the felicity 
of man in the body only, men (hal do great iniury tothe 
ſoule and to our (clues. For if it be in the body,itdieth & 
a_—_— withthe body, which vere a miſcrable eſtate, 

ut we ſeeke after the telicity of the whole man; and 
of his wholelite, which cannorbe in the body , except 
we take forme and beauty for it ; that rather delighreth 
kimrthat beholdeth it,then himſclfe that hath it ; which 
is alſo 'many wayes defaced and loſt, with {ickneſſe, 
with a wound,or with the heate only of the Sunne. Bur 
inthe ſoule that is annexed to the body , there are, fa+ 
culties, vegetatiue or encrealing, ſenſitive, & vnderſtan- 
ding , Now let vs {ce in whichof theſe wee may laythe 
end or felicity of man, The foule giveth lite to the body, 
and the pertection of lite is health, If wereſpect nothing 
elic in this life, then he that was firſt created healthfvll, 
had nothing wherewith to occupie himſelte, But if (i- 
thence our corruption, our principall care ought to bee 
of our health, what thing is more vnhappie then a man, 
vvhoſe fclicity ſtandeth vpon ſo tdlfe & teeble aground ? 
Secing the body is ſubicct roan infinite number of pe- 
rils,ot hurts, of milchances, weake,and traile, alwaics vn« 
certaine of hfe, and moſtcertaine of death, which com- 
merh to him by many meanes,and waies: who is he that 
is ſo ſound of body, or (o teeble of mind,that if bis choiſe 
be given him, will not ratherchuſe a ſound mindeina 
ſickly body, then a litle frenſey or imperteQion of 
mindina very healthfull body, In the mind cherfore our 
chiefe good mult bee, (ceing we be willing to redeeme 
the perfect eſtare of our mindes vvith the miſeries of 
our bodyes, 
Next vnto thisis the ſen(itiue part, vvhoſe felicity 
ſeemeth to becin pleaſure; but then were beaſts more 


happy 


pie then men, that feele pleaſures more ſweet 
and fully, And how ſoone are theſe pleaſures 
with repentance alſo? It pleaſed thegods, (fayd Plas 
tw) that ſorrow ſhould follow pleaſure as acompani- 
on , But we ſecke for the greateſt or ſoucraignegood, 
and if it be good, it will amend men and make them 
better , But what doth more weaken and corrupt men, 
then pleaſures ? and what doth leſle ſatixghe men, and 
more weary them? But wee looke notfor that which 
doth finiſh , but that continuethour delight : whereas 
theſe pleaſures contrarywiſe ſoone decay and quickly 
ſpoyleth vs : As Petrarke ſayth ; Extrema gaudis lndime 
occupat. The extremity of ioy and pleaſure, ſorrow doth 
puſſeſſe, The delight of the minde is greater and more 
meetefor aman, and more agreeable to his end then 
the pleaſnres of the ſences , And if choile beegivento 
him that hath paſſed all his life inpleaſures, and hath 
but a few houres-to come, cither to eniay the faireſt 
 curtiſanin Rome, orelſe to deliver his countrey, who 
is ſo beaſtly or barbarous, that will not preſently chuſe 
rather to delight his minde with ſo noble an act, then 
to ſatisfic his ſences with pleaſure? Ando: conclude, 
the placeof pleaſures 18 inthe ſences; which are decay- 
ed and taken away, by licknefle, by wounds , by old 
_ age. And if theſe pleaſures that bee exerciſed by the 
ſenlitiue part will not ſooner bee abated, yet death 
Will verecly extinguiſh them . But ſeeing manhahrwo 
kindes of life, mortall and immortall, the one of which 
hee preterreth, as farre the better, before the other, 
we mulſtnot ſeek for ſuchan end or good asperiſh bothy 
together, but ſuch as maketh men happie indcede, ever- 
laſing and immortall, which cannot be found ipthele 


tranlitory things, 
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Now followeth thethird part of theſoule,which is vn. 
derſtanding,which is occupied ſomtimes in it ſelfe,ſom- 
times in the matters of the world, and other while in the 
contemplation & ſtudy of divine things, Of theſe three 
operations ſpringeth three habits; vertue, prudence, and 
ſapience , And (ccing that vnderſtanding is the moſt ex- 
cellent thing in man; let vs ſee in which of cheſe we may 
place our ſoueraigne good. For in this part of the ſoule, 
theend and beatitude of man muſt needes conliſt : for 
whatthing can be imagined beyond man , beyond the 
world, & beyond the Creator of both ? That verrue can- 
notbe his end or ſoueraigne good hath bin ſhewed be- 
fore. For vertue is nothing bur the tranquilicy and quier- 
neſle of the affections: and what be affections, but a ſo- 
dainetempeſt in the ſoule, that are raiſed by a very ſmall 
wind, which ouerthrow the mightieſt (hip that is in a 
moment, and makerh the moſt skiltull mariners ro ſtrike 
ſayle, and reaſon it ſeltero give ouer the ſterne. Andif 
our end or felicity ſhould be in vertue, what were more 
miſcrablethen man, that muſt hghrt continually againſt 
his aftections , which neuerthcleſle will not bee over- 
come, as the mariners labour to ſave themſelues in a 
tempeſt trom the raiging of the ſea, that gaperh everie 
moment to denoure them, So that in this life vertue 
cannot bring vs to felicitie ; and in the other lite it 
canſtand vs in no ſteede , where weſhall haueno affe- 
Ctions , T heretore vertue cannot be ourend , or ſoue- 
raigne good. 

Neither is prudence the thing wee ſecke for, which is 
nothing but the right vic of reaſon inexerciling the af- 
faires of this world , And what beethe aftaires of this 
world, but contention, ſtrifes, ſures, warres, bloudſhed, 
ſpoile, murders, burnings, and ſackings of townes and. 
, countries, 
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countries, with aninfinite number of ſuch like ftuffe? 
Neuher can they that hauethe cof ment in 
common-wealrths (which are all ſubicQto theſe things) 
be accounted happy, bur they rather are happy, that are 
detended from them by their cares and © vnquierneſle - 
(for the Phiſttions care is moreprofitable to the lick bo» 
die, then ro himſelfe.) Beſides that , men are turned to 
duſt, and the world will be deſtroyed ; bur the foule li- 
verh, and forſaketh theſe kind of affaires, Therfore pru- 
dence cannot be the end and felicitie of man, that is i» 
cluded within the limits of this world, 

Ler vs now examine Sapience (after Aſorney,)-as wee 
hauedoone the reſt, or that part of wiſedome, which is 
conuerſant inthe contemplation of G OD, and divine 
marrers; for that in all mens iudgements , ſeemeth to 
be a moſt excellent thing. By inſtinQ of nacure, euerie 
man knoweth that there isa GOD, forthe workes of 
G OD doepreſent him continually ro vs. Bur hovve 
ſhould we enter throughly into the knowledge of the 
Creator of all things, when we know not the things be-- 
fore our eyes ? 

Socrates confeſſed freely,that he knew this onething, 
That be knew nothing , VVhich confeſsion, as himſelfe 
thought, wasthe cauſe he was by the oracle called the 
wiſeſt man of histime, And Porphyrine (aid, that all Phi- 
loſophy was but a conieCture or light perſwalion , deli- 
vered from one to another, & nothing in it that was not 
doubrfull, and diſputable. But he that knoweth Godin. 
this, wherein is he the more happy? Reaſon ſhewerth vs 
that God is good, that he is 1uſt: that he louerh the good 
and hateth the evill , Our conſcience whiſpereth vs in 
the care, that wee doe no good thing, but muchenill: 


and that good we doe, we docit badly. V V hat felicity is 
in 
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m this —— , when it warneth vs continually 
of our wic e ? But hee that giueth himſelfe ro 
contemplation , clymberth higher : God is immorrall, 
immurable , impaſzible; that Gud dyerh nor lik a man, 
nor is alteredor moued. And when hee is come thether, 
hee is at the wall, his minde can goe no further, And 
what kind of knowledge is this ? V V hat madneſle is it 
to rake vpon vs to know a thing by that it is not ? 

Shall vee perſwade our ſelues that wee know what 
thing a Camell is, becauſe we knowe itis not a Frogge ? 
So thee our higheſt knowledge, wee mult contelle to 
bee meere 1gnorance, And who will place mans end 
or ſoueraigne good . and felicitie in ignorance ? But 
thoſe that clymbe higheſt to ſcarch for knowledge, 
fall into ſuch errors, and entangle themſclues inſuch 
labyrinthes, that they know not how to winde them- 
ſelues out: But as men that looke ſtedfaſtly vppon the 
ſunne , the more they behold the brightneſle thereof, 
the more their eyes dazell , vntill they become ſtarke 
blinde: ſohappencth ittothem that aſpireto the know- 
lJedgeof God and divine things, the morethey (earch, 
theleſle they knowe by their owne wiſedome : which 
peraduenture moued one to ſay, Simple ignorance is 
better then arrogant knowledge. V Ve are forbidden by 
Saint Pale to be ouer curious in lecking the knowledge 
of thongs aboue our reach, Noli altam ſapere , The 
warn of abilictic in vs , to knowe the cauſcs of naturall 
things heere in carth , the effects whereof we ſee dayly 
before our cyes, argueth plainely, that God would not 
haue vs aſpire too high in knowledge, when hee hath 
hidden theſe baſe things from vs. V Vho knoweth the 
cauſe why the Lodeſtone draweth icon to it, vvhich be- 
itrgtherwith rubbed, pointeth toward the North pole; 

| and 


#nd garlike and a Diamond hinderehyhis © 
though ſomerake vpon themto drawe reaſons ther 
trom their owne conceire,ro feedetheir owne humors? 
And who knoweth the cauſe why the fiſh called Eche» 
veis or Remore, no bigger then a -willtay the 
greateſt (hippe or gaileytharis, if hee cleaueto his ſide, 
notwithſtanding any force of winde or cares? And who 
knoweth the cauſe why the fiſh called Torpedo having 


touched one end of apyke or ſpeare; caſterhthe'man_ 


intoatraunce that roucheth the other end>Thebeaſt 
called Caobleps killeth a man 4'mile from him with 
his ſight onely , A V Volfe ſecing aman firſt, maketh 
him vnable to ſpeake: with an infinite number of like 
things, which ſnewerth that God will not have vs enter. 
into his ſecrets of theſe baſe things, much lefſe.of divine 
things, furtherthen he hath giuen vs power. V Vhercot 
it his meaning had+beene to hauegiuen vs knowledge, 
be would have given vs another ſence,znd a deeper rea- 
ſun, by which we migbthaue knowen theſe & the ike 
hiddenproperties of bus creatures; Thereforeour only 
refuge 1s to attaineto that by faith, which wecan not 
attaine by our mind and vnderſtanding, that by aliuely 
faith we may bc lifted vp aboue our mind, that what by 
the ſhatpeneſſetherof we cannot reach & co 
by faith we may pierce andſce thorough, And what is ir 
to haue faithin God, but to looke for all our guod from 
him ?to belecue that all reftethwith God? And ſeeing 
' thatto have faith,continually ea hopezto expect, iseo de- 
ſire that wee haue not already, it is evident that wee can 
never here ſee & poſleſſe the thing we looke for, but the 
greater a mans faithis, the more hee deſpiſerh worldly 
things: the more feruent his deſire isto heauenly things, 
the greater is his auſlike of him{clle, andthe _ Ve- 
— cment 
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Plato ſaith , that what courſe ſocuer men take, they 
cannot be happy ,, or enioy the ſoucraigne good in this 
life : but inthe other life, without doube (ſaith he) they 
that follow verrue , ſhall be rewarded with beatitude, 
And Pythagoras faith, that man as it were baniſhed from 
theface of GOD, vvalketh as a ſtranger in this vvorld, 
And Hermes ſaith, that the end of manisro liueby his 
mind, and the life ofthe mind is GOD , Thus farrethe 
Philoſophers knowledge did reach, that the end of man 
is to live by his mind , that his ſoueraigne goodor beati- 
rude, is not to beenioyed in thislife, but isro be found 
in the other life with God. But they wanted faith to ca- 
riethem whether their wiſedome could not reach , For 
that knowledge of God wee attaine vnto in this life by 
naturall wiſcdome, is ignorance; by ſupernaturall, faith, 
In vane therefore we ſecke heere,, cither by action or 
contemplation, the thing that is not heere to be found, 
For Plotmas alwaies afftirmeth, that beatitude and eterni- 
tie goeth cuer together: which beatitude (ſaith Plats) is 
that we be ioyned and madelike to God, whois therop, 
the bounds, &the endof all bleſſednes: In ſceking then 
for this end and ſoueraigne good of man, wee finde that 
the vvorld was made for man, man forthe ſoule, the 
ſoulc for the minde , the minde for ſome higher cauſe, 
which is G OD, For the world was not of it ſelfe, nor 
for it (elte, but was made of ſome, and for ſome. So man 
not having his becing of himſclte, cannot be the end of 
himſelfe, 

Hethat maketh any thing , maketh ir not forit , bur 
for himſelte, ſo that he is the end thereof: neither isthe 
thing 00d n it ſelte, but ro him that madeit, as rouch- 
mg that he made it to his owne vie, He therefore is ar 
£00 
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good of that thing, by whomand for whomir is 
good. And ſceing man is made by God,and for God, he 
muſtneedes be his end, andthe greateſt good, So(ſayth 
plotinus) the ſoueraigne end of man is meere good, that 
js God, Other things appertaine to the end, bur theybe 
not the end, ; . 
By this it appeareth, that after the auncient wiſe men, 
and better ſort of Philoſophers that were guided by 
reaſon onely , the felicitie or beatitude and ſoucraigne 
good of man, mult notbe ſought forin this life , but in 
the other life . And that man oughtto employ hisrime 
inthislife, tothe knowledge and worſhipping of God, 
asto his onely end, that hee may with God, and in God 
haue the fruition of all good things perpetually inthe 
other world. By the authoritie alleaged of the learned 
Heathens, and by thereaſonsand arguments, and ge- 
nerall conſent of the learned Diuines (among which 
number I account the Lord Pleſsis , whom in this part 
I chiefly follow) it is manifeſt , that as the bodi 
istotheſoule, ſo is this mortall life tothe 'T 
And that the end of man in this world,is che knOWTedge 
and worſhipping of God ; and his ſoueraigne good joy- 
ned ro that end, isthe fruition and poſleſsion of God in 
heauen : but by reaſon of our fall, our knowledge — 
eurned into ignorance, though we haue ſomelight 
our end & beatitude, yet we are not able of our ſelues to 
attainetoit. And asthe cauſe of our miſerie is our ſepa- 
ration from God , ſo our felicity is to beioyned with 
God againe,, And ſeeing the ſame which was theſoue- 
raipne good of the firſt man, is alſo ours, which by his re- 
uolt from God he loſt from himſelfe & from his poſteri- 
ty, & the way to recouer the ſame,isto returne to God a- 


gaine, Let vs ſee whether God of his great mercie hath n 
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notleft v3 ome meins by which we may be dicefedthe 
right way to him againe : whether hedothreach foorth 
his fatherly hand ro vsthorough the cloudesand darke. 
neſſe, rocall and draw vs tohim, though like baſtards 
and rebels, we be altogether vaworthy of his fauour 


mercie, 6307174 
All men acknowledge one God, the t anderea. 
tor of mankind : that he made the world for man of no- 


thing: andthat he -gouerneth both the world and man 
by his prouidence , T hen muſtneeds follow , thatobe- 
dicnce is doeto the Father, faith and inuocation, andall 
manner of dutic belongeth to'ſo bountifull a Lord and 
goucrnour, And ſecing man is by natureimmorrall, hee 

he with all his mindeto aſpire to immortall things, 
And becauſe by ſinne he is fallen from God, and from 
himſcife, he ought to aske pardon, that hee may pacihe 
the wrath of God which hee purchaſed by his pride and 
loue of himſelfe, It is requilite therefore that hee ac- 
knowledge his frailtic and miſcrie , that hee may with 
all bumiltie ſubmit himſelſe tro God . And what beto» 
ken 2!! theſe things, but that there is one God, one man, 
one religion , thatis, aduetic of man toward God, a 
reconciliation of the degenerate chi'dren to their farber, 
of the rebellious ſubiccts ro their Lord , whoſe fauour 
weloſt by our fall, For all the exerciſes of rcligion pro» 
ceed hereof, that men know, God made and ruleth rhe 
world: that man is immortall, that he fell by tranſgreſ- 
ſion out of Gods fauour thatcreated him to worſhippe 
and glorifie God , which is his end and ſoueraigne 
good , And heereof commeth all our ſacrifices, our 
adorations, our ceremonies, our ſinging of Pſalmes, and 
thankeſgiuing , and ſuch like: Sothatreligion, which 
is a reconciliation to God , is the way that leadcth vsto 
our 
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our felicitic and Sammem bonnw , or ſoueraigne good :7 
erm yn Fay ns Sw wr 

and not-as isg the muentions 
and phamaltical! deuiſes of men , Forthe Hearhens and 
$, and barbarous their ſeuerallreligi- 


Inh 
on, of their owne inuention, ſome adoring the Sunne ; 
| ſome the Moone , others the firſt thing they mecte 


inthe morning ; ſume a redclath 
of a long ſtaffe; others images of men, and other crea- 
tures . For there is no people ſo brutiſh, or voide of 
humanitic, but by inſtinQ of nature he knoweth there 
is adiuine power abouc man, whereupon hee groun- 
Cmſgs eatery y 
eancient wiſe men and Philoſophers highly exal- 
icd religion aboue all things, asthe onely way to leade 
them to the ſoucraigne good, which is God. Plats ſayth, 
the beatitude of man , 1s to bee made like God: that is, 
if hee be juſt and bolie, which muſt come by godlineſſe 
and the lone of God, 'which is the eſt vertue a- 
men, And Ariſletle fayth,, that ingodlineſſe all 
our felicitic conliſteth,, And EpiiFetw ſaith , if wee be 
of apyiudgement , what ſhall wee doe but continually 
worſhip God, ſing Pſalmes,and giuethankes vnto him, 
whether wee digge-or the ground, whether 
weelabour or reſt. $;mpliciue layth,hee can doe nothing 
diligently, how —_ — that is ſJouth- 
full & negligent in the (crui . Religion ( 
EE isthe chieſe and leader of all vertues, which is 
referredio Gods cavſe ; to which all other vertues have 
relation, asto their end. For vertuesarenor vertues , if 
they fwarue from religion and godlineſſe. Fortitudere- 
ferred roany other thing,thento godlineſle;falleth into 
Qq2 remeritie. 


hanging at the ende 
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tie, and ſo likevviſe of the reſt. Bur all other religions, 
ſavingthe true religion, doe leade men to the brinke of 
hell, or at leaſt ſhevve them Paradiſe a farre off; bur 
bervveene them and it, is a great deepe gulte\, ouer 
vvhich no man is able to pafle , nor all the vvorld is able 
ro fillitvp: yet there muſt needs be a paſſage over ſome 
vvhere : tor the ende of man is certaine, to be ioyned 
 vvith God, And that he may be jioyned with him in hea- 
uen, it is requiſite that he be reconciled to him in earth, 
And theonely vvay to bee reconciled is, that God pay 
our debres : and vnrill they be payd he doth not abſolue 
vs. That therefore is the onelytrue religion, that lea- 
deth vs directly to that paſſage , by vvhole conduQtion 
we finde our the right vvay ouer it: vvhich only leadeth 
vsto the endof religion,that is, mans ſaluation : for erbe 
religion is the right way to reconcile vs ro God, where- 
of enſuerh the (aluation of man. And thatthetrue re- 
ligion may be diſcerned from thoſethat bes the inven- 
tions of men , it hath three markes by which & is made 
apparant , Bur firft this foundation muſt bee rakenfor 
certaine and immoueable, as laide vppon arocke, that 
rue religion is arule of the worſhipping of God\, by 
which man is reconciled and tyed to God for his owne 
ſaluation . This ſaluation of mar is his beatitude ,” his 
bearirude is tobee joyned with God , For neitherthe 
world, nor anic thing in it, maketh a man happie'or 
bleſled, but God onely that made man, maketh him hap- 
pie: And ſeeing it is manifeſt that heand no other muſt 
be par 440 inthe carth, rhat will make vs happie or 
bleſſed in heauen; whart religion ſocver, though it ſhew 


to bee very ([ingular and very holy, diuerteth and draw- 
eth our mindes and prayers from the Creator, tothe 
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creature, 
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on ſhall perſwadevs to our ſoueraigne ard 
-beatitude any other where then with him rr onely 
good, and the onely author of good, isnot only vanitic 
-and erronious, bnt itleadeth our of the way to kill, and 
throweth downe headlong to defiroy, Andthoughthey 
haue offerings and thankeſgiuing, ſacrifices, prayers, 
and other obſeruances,they are vaine andblaſphemous, 
it weattribute that to a creature, how excellent ſo euer 
hebe, which we recciued of God: anddelirepardon 
of creatures, for the ſinnes and offences wee-commir 
_ the Creator, Let thistherfore bethe hrit marke 
of truercligion , that it doth direct vs, andour prayers 
and aduocations to one God, the Creator of heauen 
and carth, who only ſearchettymens harrs, with which 
hee will be chieflie worſhipped, Butthis is not ſuffici- 
ent, to worſhipthe true God , but hee mult berightlie 
worſhipped , Bur who is ſo arrogant totake vppon him 
to enter into the knowledge and ſecretsof God , asto 
preſcribe a rule, by which God is to be worſhipped ? 
VVcemuſtflie vnto God for his helpe, poore wretches 
as weare, to whom weeare notable to goe, except hee 
vouchſafe to come dovne vnto vs, The Sunne cannot 
bee ſcene without the Sunne; no more can God bee 
knowne without his helpe and light, No man can wor- 
ſhip God except hee know him, and no mancan know 
him, except hee diſcouer himſeltero him , And there- 
fore what worſhip is meete for him can bee knowne 
of none , except hee vouchſafe to reueale himſelfe 
in his word and oracles , For, that God cannor bee 
worſhipped but by thepreſcripr of hisowne will; both 
the coniciences of all men , and God himſelfein his ho- 
ty word dothteſtific, Eſay andeAHath, In vaine doe they 
= worſhip 
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worſhip me , who teach thedoQrines and commande: 
mentsof men. And this therefore is the ſecond marke, 
that the religion teacheth che worſhipping of God, 
leaning n the word of God, and reucaled of God 
himſelte . But this neither is ſufficient, that the religh- 
on wee ſecke for, teacheth vs to warſhip the true God, 
and that by Gods word and appointment : for God 

aucvsalaw out of his owne mouth, according to his 
Folineſle and juſtice, that we might be holic like him, 
But if we cannot of our (clues know God, nor howto 
worſhip him, how can. we, after hereuealed himſelfero 
vs, and gave vs alaw to worſhip him, performe our 
dutieto God,and fultillthe law? VVe ought to toue God 
aboue allithings, and for his ſake whatſocuer beareth 
his image, though we neuer knew or ſawe him before : 
Bur who dare arrogate to himſelfe ſuch a perfetcha- 
ritic, to loue his _—_ as hee ought, and for his 
ſake that he ought ? that is, no otherwiſe then for him- 
ſelfe, and for God, But if weexamine our coldneſſe in 
the loue of God , we ſhall percewethe reflexion there- 
of ro our neighbour to beefrozen , And therefore, the 
third marke is, that the religion we ſecke, muſt helpe vs 
to ameans whereby Gods iuſticemuſt be ſatisfied; with- 
out which not only all other religions arc vaineand of 
none effect, but that alſo which ſcemethto have the keee« 
ping of the worſhipping of God. Sothatthe Heathens 
ſawe by inſtinct ot nature, and byreaſon, that there 
tsa God, and that mans ſoueraigne good is to be joy- 
ned with God, and that ſome way tothe ſame was ne- 
cellacie, which they thought to beeany religion which 
they had inuented to worſhip & adore him. And hereof 
came their magicke , and idolatrie, and ſuperſtitious 
ceremonies of their owne invention , But the righc 
way 


way is beyond their reach, and's deale higher 
then it can bee found our wy atderrretegrane 
difference beeweene, to knowerhar God muſt be wor- 
ſhipped, and to knowe how hee ſhould rightly be wor- 
d, Hierocles (aych, tharreligion is the fludie of 
wiſdome, conliſting in the on and n 
of life : by which wee are ioyned againe and madelike 
to God, And the way (ſayth hee) tothat purgation , is 
to enter into our conſcience, to ſearch our our linnes, 
and confefle them ro God, Burheere they are all gra- 
uelled and art a ſtand: for ofthe confeſsion of our finnes 
followeth death»and damnation , except God, that is 
Juſtice it ſelfe , and moſt pood, and toevill moſt con- 
rrarie, be pacified, and made mercifull to vs finners, But 
weſeeke tor the true and cuerlaſting life in religion, and 
not immorrall death, 

Secing then that the end of man in this life is to re- 
turne to God , that hee may bee jioyned with him in 
the other life , which is his ſoueraigne good and feli- 
Citie or beatitude; and that the way to returneto God 
is religion, and that asthere is onerrue God, ſo there 
can bee but onetruereligion : whoſe markes be to wor- 
ſhip the true God, and that by the appointment of his 
owne word; and ſuch as reconcileth man to God : ler 
vs ſce what religion hath the ſame marks, and meanes, | 
That the Ifraclites worſhipped the true God the Cre- - 
ator of heaven, is apparant by the confeſsjion alſo of 
ſome of the learned Heathens, Sencce ſaid, the baſeſt 
people (meaning the Iewes) gaue lawes vnto all the 
world : thatis, they onely I the true God, 
the Creator of all things : for the Iſraclites onely of 


all the world, worſhipped the true God, the knowledge 
of whom they recciued 


from hand to hand , even 
Qq4 from 
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600 The foxt booke 
from the firſt man, and how he would be worſhipped; 
among which people he wrought vvonderfull matters, 
But the Painims vvorſhipped gods of theyr owne ma- 
king, ſometimes men, and ſometimes deuills, that are c- 
nemies to God. : Such was the blindneſle of man in the 
matters of GOD, and his vanitie and negligence inthe 
matters pertaining to his ſaluation, after the corruption 
recciued by hisfall, Butt is certaine and manifeſt by 
that which hath beene (aid, that man was placed in this 
vvorld to vyorſhip GOD his Creator , which vvor- 
ſhip vvee call Religion : and therefore as ſoone as man 
vvasinthe VVorld, there was , vvithout doubt, alſo 
Religion: for mans band and couenant towards God, 
was made euen with man, the very ſame day that he was 
created ; that is, the dutie of man towards God, which 
is religion or godlineſle, 

And becauſe it is not doubted, but that the firſt habi- 
tation of men was in the Country about Damaſco, wee 
may alſo with reaſon belecue, that therethe ficſt man 
vvas created : vvhich Countries thereabout haue beene 
of great antiquitie, the habiration of the Iſraclites; aad 
euen from rhe beginning of them from whom they 
deſcended : vvho alwaics kept from age to age cerraine 
Bookes (thoſe vvhich vvee call the Bible or old Feſta- 
ment) vvhich they followed, and had in great reue- 
rence, as thetrue V Vord of thertrue GOD: in which 
he did vouchſate to reucalc himſelfe ro men,and to giue 
them a Lawe hovy to be vvorſhipped: which bookes 
be continued without intermiſsion from the creation 
ofthe world, and by little and little leadeth vs cuen to 
Chriſt: which haue alvwaies becne of ſuch authoricie 
with thetrue [ſraclites, thatthey have ginen no credite 
to any other bookes, neither could they be drawn _—_ 

their 


Of the Felicitit of man, Gor 
their beliefe in themby no wartes, calamiries, exiles,tor- 
ments, nor ſJaughter, whichcannor be ſaid of any other 

le. 1 

" Althe bookes , hiſtories, or chronicles of the Ro- 
manes, Grecians, Egyptians, or of any other nations, .be 
as yeſterday , in reſpect of the antiquitie of the Bible, 
T herefore we are atlured in that booke is contained the 
true religion, thatis, the true worſhipping of he true 
God, and Creatorof the world ,. in which heehath re- 
vealed vnto vs himſelfe by his owne word. Inthereli- 
gion alſo contained in that booke, is the third mark thar 
15,the meanes by which men may be reconciled to God, 
And becauſe this is the principall part of celigivn,to-make 
It more plaine, we muſt make a repetition of ſome thing 
that hath been (aid. Man is immortal, and his igne 
good or beatitude,is not to be had in this lite; butir is to 
be ioyned with God in heauen,to which he (hal attaine, 
if whilſt he is heere vponthe carth, hee loye and workſhip 
God with all his heart , and be obedient continually co 
his will, But our firſt parent, that was by naturefree and 
capable of goodneſle, reuolted from God ; that is, from 
his (oueraigne good; and: by his rebellion was medea 
ſlave to (inne; by meanes whereof he fell from:God,and 
from his beatitude. And therefore, except wee find par- 
don by grace, hee is falleninto extreamemiſerie, which 
we call hell, From this man wee derive our pedegree, 
whoſe fleſh hath, begonen- our fleſh; and made, vs the 
ſervants of ſinne; as he was made himſelſqs ſo that natu- 
rally we areto expect therewardofinne,char is,deatts; 
For weare heires to our Father , whoſe inheritance is 
deathonely and damnation,. And we heapedailie more 
coales vppon our heads: For no man performeththatto 
God, which the lay moſt iuſtly requireth+ andtherfore 

+l cuery 


602 \,  Theſrbooke "IP 
every one daily offendeth God many waies, in thought, 
word, and deede: ſo as they finke continually deeper, 
And againſt whom doe wee commit theſe offences ! A. 
gainſtour Father, our Creator, that hath beſtowed (0 
» many things vpon vs, from whom wee reuoltro the de- 
vill hisenemic, And as the offence dooth mutriply and 
encreaſe, according to the reſpeQ of him againſt whom 
itis committed; ſo dooth the offence againſt his divine 
Majeſtic, that is infinite, deſcrue puniſhment , In vvhat 
caſe then are we miſerable creatures , that daily commir 
linne vpon ſinne, except G OD himſelfediſcouer ſome 
way how his juſtice may be ſatished, and how wee may 
come into his fauour againe? In this diſtreſſe religion 
reſenteth it ſelfe to vs, which (heweth vs the erue God, 
ut what is that but to preſent che guiltic before the 
Indge? V Vhat dooth religion then auaile vs? It leadeth 
vs tothe Scripture, which ſheweth the expreſſe will of 
God to be, thar weſhould lone him with all our hearr, 
and our neighbour as our ſelſe: and to them that « 
| his wil, he pronouncetheternall life; tothe diſobedientr, 
eternall death : Seeing the ſame Scripture ſheweth, that 
mankind is Gplvaghed from the beginning , and that all 
our maginations and conceits are wicked, and ſeeing 
we allfcele in our ſelues, and in our members, motions 
contrarietothe will of GOD; and therefore we deteſt 
with horrour, the bottomleſle pitte of hell, Bur as this 
Scripture pronounceth ageinſt vs our condemnation, & 
a ſeuere ſenterive of death; ſo doth it alſo ſhew vs a Me- 
diatour, by whoſe helpe and meanes wee may obraine 
pardon and grace, and bereconciled to God againe, In 
which coniunQion that beatitude and felicitie may be 
reſtored to vs, for which wee were created at the firſt; 
 Andthisis thethird marke of therrue religion: for its 
certaine, 


0/ the Felicitieofman. 
certaine, thar the religion which God hath ſo 
ngraucnin our hares, isnotin vaine,/: | r 
_ Nowhethat will enterinto himſelfe, andduly 
der his owne inſufticiencie to performethe iuſtice 
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cond- 


of the Morne. 


Lawe,ſhall calily ſee how neceſſary it was for vsto haue 


a Mediatour to pacifie Gods wrath,and to ſatisfie his ju- 


Rice; and how greatly wee are bouhd to our Creator, 


that would not reicCt or viterly deſtroy vs,as out deme- 
rits required, but rather would teaue vs a meanes to re- 


turne imo his fauour 


all have ſuffered er 


aine; withoue which we muſt 
deach and damnation ; which 


fauour ſkeweth vs plainly, that as G O D is juſt, ſo heeis 


mercifull. 


This Mediator therfore muſt be ſuch,as will not onely 


pacthe his wrath, by fulfillmg ourobediencedueto our 


Creator,& purchaſe his grace,| & procutevshis mercie, 


but alſo ſatishe his juſtice, which is immutable , And for 

as much asthe offence is infinite, & the puniſhmentlike- 

wiſe; being committed goal the Creator, which isin- 
fr 


finite,the fatiſ- faction of che puniſhment twuſt alſo 


be in» 


finite. If man ſhould offer the world ro God, hereceiued 


it of God, and by his owne fault hath loſt it againe, And 
ſceing God made the worldof nothing,which muſt alſo 
hauc an end, the world can beno (yfhcient ſatisfaction 
for the offence thar is infinite . If man offer himfelfe, 
what dooth hee offer but an vnthankfull and rebellious 


minde, blaſphemous vvordes, and peruerſe deedes, by 
which he ſhall provokethevvrathot God, and incenſe 
bimthe more againſt vs? If an- Angell ſhould intreate 
for vs, acreature vvill be-no ſufficient Interceſſour to 
pacifie the Creator: and though he be good, yetnot be- 
tg infinite, he cannot couer an infinite euill ; So that 


we muſt necds ſay,that God mult ſer himſelfe berweene 


his 
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o4 . The foxt booke © 
hisiuſticeand his mercie : andethat as he created vs at the 
firſt, ſo he muſt new makevsagaine : and as he created 
vs inhis favour, ſo hee muſtabſolue vs from his wrath : 
and as he declared his wiſedome in creating vs, ſo hee 
muſt ſhew the ſame in reftoring vs. But who then is 
that Mediatour ? God againſt God ? Infinite againſt In» 
finite, that can both cancelthar infinite obligation , and 
farisfie that infinite puniſhment ? Ir iseuen leſus Chriſt, 
the onelie Sonne and wiſdome of the erernall Father; 
both God and man, A man, that he may be borne vnder 
thelaw ; God, that he may fulfllcthe law: aman;rthat he 
may ſeruc , God, that he may redeeme ; a man, that hee 
may ſubmit himſclte with all humility ; God , that hee 
may exalt himſelfe aboue all chings : a man, that hemay 
ſuffer, God; that he may-ouercome : a man,that hemay 
dic ; God, that he may triumph ouer death. It is alſo ne- 
ceſlarie to our faluation ;\'that our Mediatour be a man, 
that hee 'may ſuffer puniſhment for our linnes, andre- 
concile mankind tv God againe., For except hee were 
deſcended of the ſame kinde we are, we could not bee 
mrmat 370 in any ſort of him, nor he of vs; and ſo ſhould 

is fatisfaction and merits appertaine nothing vnto vs: 
chereforeitisrequilit that hee (ſhould be borne of our 
progenie, that he may be fleſh of our fleſh, bone of our 
bones: that as wee may be all m/ Adam the ſeruants'of 
ſinne,ſo we may be inthe Mediatour free and diſcharged 
of the reward of lin,that is, from death: & againe, he that 
muſt overcome {1n,he muſt be without ſin;& becauſe he 
muſt make vs cleane, he muſt be without ſpot: for weare 
conceived in iniquity, & borne infilthinefſe &corrupri- 
on: in ſo much thar as it is neceſſary he (hold bea man,ſo 
it is requilit he ſhold be conceived in another ſort, then 
after the mancrot men. And alter ſo tnany great —_— 

| whic 
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which God hath wrought, weneed not wonder at this, 
that he was conceived of the holy Ghoſt, and brought 
foorth by a Virgin . He thar could draw out a VVoman 
from a Man, without a man,could alſo bring forth a man 
from a vvoman, without a man, Many things ſeeme vn- 
polxible if we conſider only the works of nature: which 
if we conſider the power of God,are not onely 4 rs 
bur alſo very ealie by him to be done. All thelethings 
concurretogether in Chiciſt Ieſus onely , Heis the ſeed 
of the vvoman tharcruſhethithe ſerpents head, Hee it is 
that fulfiſleththe promiſe made ro Abraham? All Nati- 
ons ſhall bebleſſed in thy feeds. Heis the Mediator that 
iheth his Father , and ſerteth himſelfe berweene his 
wſtice & our iniuſtice;that reconcileth vsto God againe, 
Hee is the very Meſsias promiſed to be the Saujourof 
mankind, and hee is the Redeemer from ſpiritual ſerui- 
eude, not onely by the mouth of the Prophets,and teſti- 
monie of holy Scripture, but'alſo bythe confeſsion of 
chedeuils,whoſe mourh& he ſtopped, that had long be- 
fore ſeducedthe warld: For'at his comming all Oracles 
ceafſed through the whole world : their Temples with 
their Idols, in ſome places fell downe together ! Apollo 
being asked the cauſe, aunſwered, that place muſt be gi- 
uento the oremightie ; And rhe ſame Spirie beeing 
demaundedinthe time of the Emperovr _— z in” 
whoſe raigne Chriſt was borne, who ſhould ſucceede 
him, anſwered; that an Hebrue boy, vvhich had poet 
ouerthe goddes , commanded himtoleauerhat houſe, 
and togocinto hell. But (quothherothe Prieft) depare 
thou with filence from our alrars, Platerkerecueth ano- 
table hiſtorie of this matter, I remember (ſaith he) I have 
heard , vppon the death ofthe Spirits, of Zmvilian the 
"1% - you, 


us that his father conemgen atime coward Iealy,by 
, and paſsing in the night Bo Iland not inhabited, 
called P4taxis , as all they in the ſhippe vvere quiet and 
at reſt, they heard agreat and terrible voice, which came 
from the 1land , that called 7T4aww or Atamaes, vvhich 
was the-nameof the Pilot of the ay ws iptian borne, 
And although he and ſome others heard 4 VOIc&, ONCE 
or twiſe, yetthey durſt not anſwer vntillthe third time, 
when Tamws ſayd, VV hoishe that calleth me? V Vhar 
will yee ? Thenthe VOYCE pronaunced moreloudethen 
beforetheſe wordes: Atamaey , I will that whenthou 
commeſt before the Gulfe called Zggans, thou cryour 
aloude, and ſay, that the great God Pan isdead, VVhen 
they withinthe ſhippe heard theſe things, they werein 
a greatſcarc, and conſulting vppon the matter, they de- 
termined to proccede, and nat to ſay, asthe Pilor vvas 
commaunded, | 1137 
| _VVheathe morning was come, they had a merry 

vvind, and ſayled plcalamly wmill they camebeforethe 
Golſe, where he was appointed to ſpeekethe words by 
the voice: and (uddealy the wind ceaſgd, and the (ca 
became calme, ſo as they could goe no. further * by 
meanes whercot theyallagreed. tha Jemur ſhould doe 
his meſſage ; for whisghpurpoſe he gertealap yo the trop 
of the ſhippe, and cryed as loude — I give yan 
to viaderſtand that the great God Pas is dead  V Vhich 
vyordes were no ſouoncr out of his mouth, but they 
heard ſuch a number of voyces.cry out, and (uch\won= 
derfull lamentation,, that the fea rang withall , which 
continued a lang (pace , the men becing greatly ama- 
zcd : and having preſently a merry wind againe, went 
on theyr journey, and reportcd this hiſtoric at Rome: 
which becing come toghe carcy, of Ziferiv« the Empe- 
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of the principsll Spirit. itnong the Geniles, and had 
in rd iy + tion'-It'ts'r : that7) i having 
ſome" intelligence of Chiiſt by the Chriſtians, vpp 

the occaſion of this matter , conſulted with'theSena- 
tours of Rome to'ereR a Temple ro Chriſt: but they 


diſwaded him, and ſayd,that then Chriſt would rake a- 


way al! the credite and reputation from their goddes- 
And becauſe the Gentiles held Pa» for a God, it is eui- 
dent tharthe death of this Pa» wasthe ſpirituall death of 
the devilt or Prince of devils: forthe deftruQion of his 
— and the vine of errours, bythe which hee 
hath kepr'capriue all mankinde, who were redeemed 
our of char- thraldome by the merits and paſſion of 
Chrift Tefus” The ſame Authour affirmeth, that about 
the ſametime, one Demetrius paſsing by Ilands called 
Orcadesneare England, was tolde that not long ſithence, 
there was heard great whiſpering and howlings in tho 
aire, and manic ſearefull things ſeene: The wiſe men of 
thoſe Ilands confiruing thoſe predigions rhings to 
bethe death of ſome great God. Toſephus \writerh that 
abour the ſame time, there was in the Temple of Hie- 
raſalem , where was then no living creature, a voyce 
heard, ſaying : Let vs forfake and anoydethis pains, 

icklie, Theſe and a great many more were the conſeſ- 
l1onsof the denils, that knew by Chriſts comming,their 
raigne was at an end, their power by which they had 
jong abuſedthe world was abrogated, & their mouthes 
ſtopped. For theſe ſtrange ſights and fignifications in 
diverſe parts of the world are the very true teſtimonies 
of the ſtrangeneſſe of the death of our Saujour Teſus 
Chriſt, and of the victories which he hath obrained, o 
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Seeingthen the God , andthe wickedneſle 


of men, by our owne reaſon, hath vsto the 
neceſsitic of 8 Mediatour berweene God and man, who 
by hisowne ſtrengrh, -is able with God to deliuer-man 
from the bonds of eternall death: and purchaſe to man 
felicitic and beatirude': and that the way to the ſame is 
rrue religion , by which we know GOD, and hovve 
ro worſhip him, and our Mediatour and Saujour leſus 
Chriſt, by whom we muſt be reconciled to God, and at- 
taine to our ſoueraine good : Let vs frame our (clues to 
come before God aſter Saint Pawl/es counſell, with ſuch 
feare and holineſſe, as wee may belike poore offenders 
with halters about theirnecks, ſoas wee ſhould goe to 
hell,if he plucked vsnot back of his infinire goodneſle, 
and toliuelike true Chriſtians, by whoſe helpe, if vvee 
call ypon him as we ought, we ſhall obraine Gods grace 
ro our endeuours , that wee may be ableto makereſi- 
ſtance to thoſe intemperate motions that allure vsrothe 
deſire of thoſe things that diuert vs from our felicitie & 
beatitude, and to withſtand the remptations and ſubrill 
praCtiſesof the old ſerpent cur common aduerſarie,who 
waireth continually for opportunitie to draw vs from 
the true worſhip and ſeruice of God , which is the way 
to our ſoucraine good , tothe inventions and traditions 
of men ; that is, to ſuperſtition and idolatry, which ca- 
ſterh vs dovvne head-long to extreame infelicitie and 
miſery, 

Hee is not borne in vaine (ſaithone) that dieth well: 
nor he hath lived vnprohiably, that harh ended his race 
happilie. And though we finde our ſelues prone to ſinne, 
through the frailtic of the fleſh, & euery houre ready to 
fall, yet we muſt endeuour tolift our ſelues vp Un” 
cal 


mredrern wy 
great and wany : 
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t » diſpaire mercy, butyer {o ler 
diſpaire, as hee ſceke preſently without all ſtaytorecon- 
ele bimdeliaroGodbyanicntanee df Nordic wit 
— ar . cre > = 
ne, Cor nu 2 NEE DE NOT 
gx rarer Ig: wp 
though he would, This lifeisa kind of warre, in which 
we are continually aſſaulted by the world, the fleſh, and 
the devil}: and when wee ſeeour ſelues ſo hardly char- 
ged, that our force is inſufficientto make reſiſtance; our 
oncly refuge 1s, to reſort to our ſtandard forſuccour,, that 


is, Chriſt, who beholderth how cuery one behauech hime 


ſelfe, and nor onely reſcueth them thar doe fight like va- 
liant men; thats, like true Chriſtians, bur alſo afterthe 
end of the battell , rewardeth them with a viQtorious 
Crowne: andthoſe that faint, and yeeld rhemſelues to 
the fury of their enemies, hee ſuffereth ro be led captive 
and perriſh with them, Fyrmianſayth , Vertue'cannot 
| be Venue, except it haue ſome equall : in ouercom-+ 
ming of whom, it may either exerciſe or ſhew his force 
and valour. For as victory cannot be withour fight, no 
morecan Vertue be without an enemie-. 


as ſoone as our Creator had endued vs with" Vertue, he 


pony vs an enemie; leaſt Vertue languiſhing 
yi e, (hould looſe his nature. And a man can- 
Careprleproutde or hi ovmpe ery bycominatigh. 
exceptheproui owne by cont 

ting ikea man of vvarre, For G O'D would nor have 
a mortal man attaine to immorrall'beatirude by s deli- 
cate and ſmooth way, but Os wreſtle __ 
| r. ue 
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ftrine with all his might and th againſt the wthoe 
of errors, and deuiſer of all miſchiefe, who worketh 


exccrable and miraculous things to deceive vs, For our 
aduerſary looketh (ſayth Gregory) into cuery mans com- 
plextion and manners, andthereafter he laycth ſnares tro 
take and tempt them : which he bringerh the better ts 
paſſe , becauſe certaine qualities of mens manners are 
necretocertaine vices . For rough and tharpe manners, 
are commonly joyned with cruelty or pride ; ſmooth 
manners, and ſome thing more giuen to mirth then is 
comely , are ſomtimes ioyned with luxuriouſneſfle and 
diſſoluteneſſe , The deuilt therefore beholderh every 
mans manners to what vice they are neere, and then 
hee (etteth before their eyes thoſe things, to which 
hee knoweth their minds will moſt vvillingly bee in+ 
clined; as before them that be merily diſpoſed , hee ſet- 
teth oftentimes luxuriovuſneſle, ſomtimes vaine glory : 
to rough and hard diſpolitions, anger, pride, and cruel- 
ty; tothoſethat be ſad he proponeth the {linac of diſ- 
cord and ſedition , And becauſe hee feeth that lofty 
minds are puffed vp with praiſes, hee draweththem on, 
with flattering fauors to what they will . And thus hee 
layeth ſnares for every man, according to the vices, to 


vyhich hee is enclined , V Vee muſt labour therefore 


and watch like good ſouldicrs, andnotpaſle our time 
in idleneſle, leaſt our enemy come ſodainely , and find 
vs vnprouvided , V Vee muſt not onely bee occupied 
indoing good to our ſelues, bur alſo to others: For 
hee deſcructh not the name of a good-man, that for+ 
bearcth to doe cuill, though it bee a common cuſtome 
ſotocall him , as though good wereapriuation, and 

| adefectonly from euill; bur we muſtproceede further, 
we muſt giuc,helpc,and profite others:as the Poet ſaith, 
280 


For good is not a defect, brew atoaron pleads 
idleneſſe, butin doing : nor in hurting bur in p y. 
repuration : burtor it (elf, and for the dutie we owe vn» 
to God. .T hisrule is not ſufficient,  whatthouwiltnort 
haue done tothee, that donor thou to another : but ra« 
ther what thou wouldeſt have done to thee; thardoe 
thou to another , Andthis agreeth with' Chriſtian che- 

ritie, which is indiuiſiblie 1toyned with true religion; 
ae h «nora — it wn the 
marke of true religion (to eproperlie and: plain» 
ly,) butracherthe markes of a ad : aloials 
great a vertue, and ſofaſt ioyned totruereligion , that 
religion cannot ſtand rightly without jt: as heate isnor 


the proper marke of fire, becauſe many other thingsare + 


alſo hore, but heate is ſo ijoyned with fre, that ſo foone 
as wee ſce fire, we may preſently afhrmegthat there isal» 
ſoheate; but not contrariwiſe : ſo charitie thought bee 
not true religion it ſelfe, yer itisa vertueſo ioyned torres 
ligion, that we cannot ſay this man hath religion, but it 
followethneceſlarily that he hath alſo charitie, 1; + 
- VVeemulſt inallour aCtions, in thewhole courſe of 
ourlife, in cuery eſtate highor low , rich or poore; 
ſerbeforevs asa marke, the end for which Crca- 
tcd vs,and for what cauſc he ſent vs hether, that we m 
employ our labour and ſtudie ypon that bulineſle',/ 
by our negligence, we doe not only defraudeour ſelues 
of thereward appointed totbat (eruice, but alſo receiue 
niſhmene due tg remiſneſle, \If aman haue-ſuresin 
faw,& ſend his (eruant vp to the Termeto follow them, 
and he beſtow his time 1n Teaniſe courts , inthe-daun- 
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cing and fencing ſchooles, or in __— and ca- 
rowling, negleCting his maſters buſineſſe, doth not this 
ſeruant deſerve to be ſeuerely puniſhed, when hee hath 
;celded vp his account, how vainely hee hath beſtowed 
en rime, and neglected his maſters affaires,for which he 
was ſent ? So will the time come, when we ſhall becalled 
ro account, how wee haue employed our time here; 
how wee haue done the dune for which wee were 
ſent hether,thar is, the ſeruice of God, whereof enſuerh 
the enioying of his heauenly kingdome; which is our 
end & beatitude : which ſeruice it we neglect, & beſtow 
our ſtudie and labour, apply our mindes and cogitations 
vppon any other matter, then vppon thar, for which we 
were ſent hether, as vppon aduauncement, honour, rj- 
ches, pleaſures, gorgeous apparell, ſumptuous buit- 
dings, fauour of Princes, or any other worldly vani- 
tie that appertaineth not to this ende: if (I ſay) wee 
fpend our time about theſe trifles, and ſcr our care and 
mindes, more yppon theſe things, then vpponthe great 
and waightie affaires for which wee were ſent hether, 
that is, the ſeruice of God, and enioying his heavenly 
kingdome, for which he madevs, and placcd vs in this 
world, then are we in the way toperdnion , except we 
alter and change our courſe, For we may bee ſure that 
whoſoeuer ſhall not attend vppon the ſernice hee came 
for, (hall not attaine the reward aſsigned & promiſed to 
that ſeruice, But he that conlidereth with himſelfe, who 
made him,& the world, & all things therin, for him, and 
to what end, that he ſhold ſerue him here, & participate 
his glory with himin heauen, & that giueth his minde, 
and employeth his time and labour , either wholly , or 
principally to this end and ſcruice of God, making no 
more account of honour, riches, and ſuch like worldly 

things 


Of the Felieitie of man, 612 
things then isn , to penn a 47 
fame(no doubt) is a happy man,andin the right way to 
f@luation; and ſhallat length antaine to that igne 
good, perfect felicity and beatirude, which we have (0 
long ſought for : Butif he hunt after pleaſures , and paſ- 
ſeth his time in gathering of riches; in aſpiring to high 
eſtate and pompeot the world, forgetting,or negleQing 
the end for which he was ſent hether,thac man goeth a- 
wry,&is vnhappy,and in danger of extreme infelicitie, 
Then may hee lay with the wiſeman inthe Scripture; 
Faſlinatio nugaſtats obſcurat bona , T he bewitching of 
worldly trifles and toyes, hideth vs from the Fr /9r, 
are good, and behovefull for our ſoules. | 

Of ſuch vnfortunate men that ſo leade their life, theſe 


by Scripture: V Ve are wearied out in the way of iniquity 
and perdition, & the way of God haue we not knowne: 
what profit haue wee receiued of all our pompe and 
pride, & vaunting riches? what good have they done vs? 
T hey arc now paſt away as a ſhadow,and as a meſſenger 
that rideth in poſt, & we are conſumed in our owne ini- 
Juities, V Ve (enceleſle men did erre in the way of truth, 

heſe were the pitifull lamentations and confeſsionsof 
ſuch men as followed a wrong courſe of life ; that 1a- 
boured for riches, honour, pompe,and ſuch like worldly 
vanities, forgetting the waighty bulineſſe, and end for 
which they were ſent, Theſe werethey who wereeſtce- 
med happy men,that were thought to-run a moſt fortu- 
nate courſe:;thar were wondred at of al men, as they that 
were placed in higheſt degree of feliciry : becauſe they 
heaped together great abundance of riches ; aduanced 


| themſedlucs and their families ro great dignities ; be- 


came gorgeaus , glorious, and dreadtull to others, and 
Rr} obtained 


be their lamentartions, and their owne words, recorded FV7/dem. 
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cing and fencing ſchooles, or in _—_ and ca- 
rowling, negleCting his maſters bulineſſe, doth not this 
ſeruant deſerve to be ſeuerely puniſhed,” when hee hath 
;celded vp his account, how vainely hee hath beſtowed 

isrime, and neglected his maſters affaires,for which he 
was ſent ? So will the time come, when we ſhall becalled 
to account, how wee haue employed our time here; 
how wee haue done the bulinelſe for which wee were 
ſent herher,thart is, the ſeruice of God, whereof enſuerh 
the enioying of his heauenly kingdome which is our 
end & beatitude : which ſeruice it we neglect, & beſtow 
our ſtudie and labour, apply our mindes and CET 
vppon any other matter, then vppon thar, for which we 
were (ent hether, as vppon aduauncement, honour, ri- 
ches, pleaſures, gorgeous apparell, ſumptuous buil- 
dings, fauour of Princes, or any other worldly vani- 
tie that appertaineth not to this ende: if (I ſay) wee 
tpend our time about theſe trifles, and ſect our care and 
mindes, more vppon theſe things, then vpponthe great 
and waightie affaires for which wee were ſent hether, 
that is, the ſervice of God, and enioying his heavenly 
kingdome, for which he madevs, and placed vs in this 
world, then are we in the way toperdition , except we 
alter and change our courſe, For we may bee ſurethat 
whoſoever ſhall not attend vppon the ſernice hee came 
for, (hall not attaine the reward aſsigned & promiſed to 
that ſeruice, But he that conlidereth with himſelfe, who 
made him,& the world, & all things therin, for him, 2nd 
to what end; that heſhold ſerue him here, & participate 
his glory with himin heauen, & that giueth his minde, 
and employeth his time and labour , either wholly , or 
principally ro this end and (cruice of God, making no 
moreaccount of honour, riches, and ſuch like worldly 
things 
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things then is neceſſary, to this end and Poon 
fame(no doubt) is a happy man,andin the right way to 
faluation;, and {hallat length attaine to'thar igne 


good, perfec feliciry and beatitude, which we have (0 
long ſought for : But if he hunt after pleaſures , and paſ- 
ſeth his time in gathering of riches; in aſpiring to high 
eſtateand pompeot the world, forgetting,or negleQting 
the end for which he was ſent hether,thac man goeth a- 
wry,& is vahappy,and in danger of extreme infelicitie, 
Then may hee lay with the wiſeman intheScripture; 
Faſtinatio nugaſitatis obſcurat bong, The bewitching of 
worldly trifles and toyes, hiderh vs from the 006, 4 
are good, and behouefull for our ſoules. 
Of ſuch vnfortunate men that (o leade their life, theſe 


be their lamentartions, and their owne words, recorded V7/dow. 


by Scripture: V Ve are wearied out in the way of iniquity 
and perdition,& the way of God haue we not knowne: 
what profit haue wee receiued of all our pompe and 
pride, & vaunting riches? what good haue they done vs? 
T hey are now paſt away as a ſhadow,and as a meſſenger 
that rideth in poſt, & we are conſumed in our owne ini- 
Juities, V Ve (enceleſſe men did erre in the way of truth, 
heſe werethe pitifulllamemtations and confeſsions of 
ſuch men as followed a wrong courſe of life ; that 1a- 
boured for riches, honour,pompe,and ſuch like worldly 
vanities, forgetting the waighty bulineſſe, and end ior 
which they were ſent, Theſe werethey who wereeſtce- 
med happy men,that were thought to-run a moſt fortu- 
nate courſe:thar were wondred at of al men,as they that 
were placedin higheſt degree of felicity : becauſe they 
heaped together great abundance of riches ; aduanced 
themſelues and their families ro great dignities ; be- 


came gorgeous , glorious, and dreadtull to others, and 
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obtained whatſoever their luſt and iſcence defi. 
red, Theſe ſeemed ro the world to be moſt happy men; 
And (without doubt) they that bee inthe like cſtate in 
theſe dayes , are ſo eſteemedof the multitude, and are 
enuicd of many that burne in deſireto bee in the ſame 
fortune . Such is our blindneſſe, fuch is the corruption 
of our nature, neuer to ſee, for the moſt part, norto di- 
rect our courſeto the rig t path that leadeth to felicity, 
vntillit be too late, as it happened rotheſe men: Forthe 
ſcripture addeth, Talis dixerumt in inferno, They ſpake 
theſethings, when they were in hell . But how hardly 
we can performe our dutyto Godand men, and dothe 
buſines for which we were fent hether, hee ſhall eaſily 
perceive, that wil enter into the due confideration of his 
owne diſpoſition and frailty, VVeneedetherefore a me- 
diatour with the crernal father, that hath given vs alavy 
according to his juſtice, to bee an interceſſor for vs, 
whoſe fulneſſe muſt ſupplie our deteas, whole merits 
muſt make ſatisfaction tor our demerits: in him there- 
fore, that is, in Chriſt Ieſus, we muſt have a ſtrong and 
lively faith, and call continually vpon him, that he wil of 
of his great mercy ioyne his grace with our endeuors, 
without which we can doe nothing that is good: by 
whoſe vm we may leadea godly lite, & employ our la- 
bor in the exerciſe of vertue; which God requireth even 
of the heathes, whom herewardeth with temporal gifts, 
ro inue others to vertue, Brute beaſts are moued by an 
appetite and delire, to thoſe things which their ſences 
ſhew them, to bee good and profitable for them: Bur 
men follow that with all their indeuor , that hath the 
ſhew of good: ſome pleaſures, others riches, the reſt ho- 
nor, andthe morethey haue of thoſe things , the more 
they give themſclues ro them , And inthis they are de- 
| Bae 38 cciucd, 
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ceiued, that their minds, as it were enchanted 
with diuerſc ſorts of charmes of this world, preferre 


euill before good ; whereby their will dothaltogether 
degenerate into a beaſtly appetite and delire,, which 
ought to obey the rocker ent by nature ſhould 
beereaſonable, By which appeareth our imbecility or 
corruption of nature, which needeth fo. greatly Gods 
grace,to glue vs a minde todiſcerne berweene good and 
Euill ; and berweene thoſe things which are good in 
ſhew only , andthoſethat aregood indeede: and a will 
to delire and follow the one, andeſchue the other, that 
by embracing and following the good heere in this life, 
we may attaine to the ſoucraigne good inthe other life: 
Where vnely our willes ſhall berhroughly ſatisfied with 
the ſacicty and fulneſſe of heauenly pleaſures, which is 
perfect {clicity and beatitude. For inthis life how plen- 
tifully ſocuer worldly things happen to vs, our minds 
will nener be fully ſatisfied , which moued Plaroto fay ; 
T hat the minde of man is ſo vnquiet and vnſatiable, be- Gregory. 
cauſc hee being ſent from God, is not ſatisfied , norin 
qui he returne thether from whence hecame, He 
that is in loue with worldly things,delighteth nothing in 
God, The ſoule can neuer be without delight : for it ci- 
ther dclighteth in baſe things herebeneath, orelſe in 
high matters aboue : & by how muchthe more carneſt- 
lyke is lifted vp to the exerciſe of the higheſt things , b 
ſo much the morelothſomnelle, he is weary of the baſeſ 
things: and by how much the more carneſt care, heejs 
enflamed to do loweſt things, ſo muchthe more dam- 
nablie hee waxcth colde fromthe higheſt things , One 
faith: It is vnpoGible to looke with oneeyevpto heauen, | 
and with the other downeto the earth, And it thou ſuf- 
fer affliction, or bearc a heauy crolle , bee not dilmaied, 
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but vſe rows; and bethankfull, though chon find noe 
preſently remedy of thoſe things that trouble thee. Yer 
doenutas ſome doe, that whenhey meaneto vſe pati- 
ence, dy&quench the conlideration of their miſhaps, & 
chaſethem quite and cleane away from them. For when 
God ſcourgeth vs, we (ſhould nor think that he meaneth 
to deſtroy vs,but rather to induce vs tothinke vpon our 
miſeries, and to call our linnes to remembrance, and to 
craue pardon for them,and to be ſo much the more wary 
afterward to walke as it becommeth vs, &to inſtrudt vs 
wharourliſeis, ro the end we ſhould not have an ouver- 
| liking of it, nor be puffed vp with pride, vanitie,and pre« 
ſumprtuouſnes,; bur to thinke vpon,& to follow the way 
tharleadethtothe everlaſting kingdome, where is our 
true ivy, & perfeQ felicitie. And when God layerth thns 
his hand vpon thee, with licknes, or ſome other kind of 
affliclion,impute it not to this or to that cauſe, to hold 
thy (elfe ſtill tro the creatures : but mount vp higher, and 
chink that thy aduerſities cometh of God tor thy ſinnes: 
& conlider with thy ſelfe how much more puniſhment 
thou haſt deſerued; and looke downe to others that ſuf- 
fer more affli-tion then thy (elſe, and in theſe worldly 
things ſo much deſired,are far inferior to thee, thar per- 
adventure haue deſerued better then thou haſt doone, 
And compare the many graces GOD hath beſtowed 
vppon thee before, with the ſmall things hee ſeemerh 
now to deny thee; and thou ſhalt finde cauſe to accuſe 
thy ſelfe of vnthankfulneſſe , ro forger ſo many great 
bleſsings before received, and now-/to complaine of 
{mall matters: for it is expedient thar God lay his hande 
vpon vs toteach vs humilitie, and ro enter into conſide- 
ration of our ſelues. And the reward which God giveth 
them that vbey and ſerue him,  isto ſuffer him in _ 
vorl 
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world to be exerciſed in RN there is no 
* berter paſſage to the felicitie of heaven, tobexre 


the croſle of tribulation here in earth, For there is nota 
greater tempration,then not tobe tempred: and his ſal-+ 
vation is very ſuſpitious, that bearerh no crolle ia the 
whole courſe of his life, Nay rather it may be holden for 
certaine, that ſuch are of him loſt, who in this world are 
priuiledged from aduerſitics: for the devill dooth care- 
tully labour, that all thoſe which hee hath regiſtred for 
hisowne, may liuc in great wealth andeaſe. 

Senecs ſaith, Ad hoc ſacramenti; adatli ſumus, ferre mor- 
talis : nec perturbari bus, que vitari noſtre poteſiatis non eff. 
In reeno nati ſumus : Deoſervire , libertas eſt, Tohavea 
thanktull mind to God, and to attribute all ro his proui» 
dence, and nothing to fortune, is one of the greateſt be- 
nefits we can enioy inthis life, And therefore if thou ſee 
thy (elfe ſubiecCt to euill ſpeech and diſgrace , praiſe the 
iudgement of G OD, ſaith S, Ambroſe: It thou be afflic- 
red with ſickneſſe, impure ir to the 1udgement of God, 
Neyther let ponerty & want withdraw thee from pray- 
ſing the iuſtice of GOD, Neither let vs deſpaire, nor 
torment our ſelues, and much lefſe complaine and mur- 
mure at God, if foorthwith he giue not what wedelire- 
For he refuſeth not to heare vs, that he diſliketh vs: bux 
becauſe he will conuert it into a better cauſe, 

Heknoweth whar he doth, and we vnderſtand it nor. 
He knoweth what he duoth deny , burwee know not 
what we aske: he meaſurerh all things with reaſon, and 
webur with appetite. Hedenieth that which is hurtfull 
to vs, and granteth that which is profitable: wee ought 
on him onely to depend: 

Qaicquid patimur mortale genus, 
Luicquid facimus venit ex alts. 


God 


| times takerh away y 
and of theirchildren,for ne os know not, ' 
For by that meane he intendeth to invrethE topatience, 
or to take away the occaſion of falling aſleepe heerebe 
low, or els he mindeth,as it were, to miniſter ſome pur- 

ionto them, or to let the blood, becauſe he ſeeth that 
abundance which they poſleſle, would be as anoy- 
ſome ſuperfluity to them. V Vhe a Surgeon letteth a man 
blood, it ſcemeth tobe his hurt , becauſe it is the very 
ſame way that athicfe murdereth a man : but yerthe let- 
ting of him blood by the Phiſition, is for the curing of 


... hisdiſcaſe, & for a good caule. Even ſoit happeneth of- 


eentimes, that God berceaucth therighteous men of the 
ſubſtance which he hath giuen them, or els that hee im- 

eriſheth their children, And his ſo doing is not to the 
end that we ſhould take it for any puniſhment, bur quite 
contrariwiſegit is,as hath bin ſaid, a purgation that he v- 
feth towards his children : & thereby he draweth them 


back fr6 being intangled intheſe worldly goods,leaſtthe 


ſame might be an occalion to Tk them & all theyr of- 


ſpring todefiruction . Andit he plucke not the wicked 
mens goods out of their hands, bur letsthem enioy them 
Mill, lex vs marke that he reſcrueth the execution of his 
juſticeynrill thelaſt day, & that he wil not bringthingsto 
perfeQion as now,becauſe he wil nouriſh our hope ſtill, 
& not have vs wedded to this world, or ſeek our felicitic 
here be low, as in a paradiſe of pleaſure,but to lift vp our 
eycsaloft, and to paſle as lightly through this world , as 
through a journey, knowing our ſelues to be w 
and wanderers in this world, & that therefore ir 
uerh vs to traucil continually roche heauenly & cuerla- 
ſling heritage. Gods indgementis ſecret & vnknowneto 
vs, If aman come unto a ſtrange country,whereof he ne- 
ucr 


uer heard before, D LETS vpon him to know & talke 
of their lawes, wil not mentake him for a foole? ſovvee 
know not what the lawes of heaven be, that are inhabi-« 
tants of theearth. A young fick child ſeerhanapleinan 


- other mans hand & deſireth it : bur the denieth 


eater, orrather i 

nomad Pomona —_ of men,then is be- 
tweenethereaſon and knowledgeof achild, and chat of 
a man, For we are as young children, & licke,our nature 
ere in of the exact knowledge and 
perfect wiſdomeof God. And egy anne 
cth what is good and meet for vs, Alcarnedt 

ſaith - I ſeethat my ſelfe oftentimes doe things wherein 
my ſeruants are blind, and conceiue no reaſon, andlirtle 
children will caſt intothe fire Tewels of great price, and 
theyr fathers writings of great learning and wiſedome : 
for tharthey are not of capacitic,to vnderftand the value 
and worthineſſe of the thing . Let vs leaue then to ſet 
our ioy in vanities, and vnſatiably to defire theſe world- 
ly things that men haue in ſuch eſtimation: and —_ 
happento vs, let vs apply chem to ſuch-vſes ," for whic 
they were of God ordained to ſerne our necelxitiez and 
lift vp our minds, and aſpire by Chriſt ro thoſe heauenlie 
toyes where our minds will be fully ſatished, Mn 

Non habitat templis manuum molimine faitis, 

And nor to feare the loſſe of vyorldly things ,, which-vn» 
quictcth the vviſeſt, nor death ir ſelfe , hich is cerrible to 
all, ſeeing death is not the deſtruftion of the body, but a 
renewing of it ; nor the extinguiſhing of nature , but a 
Ntcppe, and the gate rovyards the other lite, andrhe firſt 
We Ine the h Kingdome , atid: enterance to 
& Es ". == ctcrnitic. 
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erernitie, And therefore we muſt deſire God to gitie vs 
his grace,and ſo to worke in vs,as we may be ready both 
toliueand dic at his pleaſure... -// [- t 
For heethat made all the world of nothing , with- 
out the helpeof any marter,can eaſily repaire and renew - 
that which is fallen in decay . Hee that made the bodie 
of man without any labour,of nothing, it is mucheafier 
for bimtorayſe him from death, & giue him lifeagaine: 
nor of nothing, but of the like matter, thatis, agreeable 
with his. ſubſtance, which is turned into aſhes, or by 
ſome others meanes is reſolued into theayre, For as the 
artificer thar caſteth mettall , can repaire and new make 
his worke that is broken or bruſed, of the ſame marrer, 
and giue iraberter forme: ſo God will rayſe vp the diſ- 
ſoluedinto duſt, in his duc time, andcall him to life a- 
gaine iytheverie ſameforme he was before: bur with- 
out any earthly mixture, and vncleaneneſle, 
And if wee maruell at an artificer for ſome nora- 
ble painted table , or any other thing that is excel- 
lently well handled, as was that of Gaditen, where- 
in he ſet foorth exaCily the Hiſtorie of ZLi#ic ; how much 
more ought wee to wonder and reuerence him, that 
hath ſer before our cyes, and preſented to our minds 
ſo many maruellous things, which can neither bee 
numbred, nor by reaſon comprehended., For to proue 
the renewing of mans bodie by theleaſt things of na- 
ture, ACGrafle-hopper when hee is olde, calſerh his 
«kinne, 'and becommeth newe and luſtic againe. A 
Canker becomnteth a flying butterfly, ' An Ant, a Fly 
with winges : A Slike-worme reniueth -againe'being 
dead.. T he Phenix that riſeth againe our of his aſhes; 
ſheweth an cxatinple of our reſrrredtion That which 
is in naturetolay the corne which men ſow, coucred 
in 


we bet brpnitacta 
ground, diverſly affetted, and ſubieQ to putrefaQtion, 
yet hee (hall receive and riſe'againe with a liuely couns« 


tengunce , cleanſedfrom allthe defects and corruption 


of nature, 

Aſickemantharis oonied withs egrienousieae, bis 
colour is gone, he looketh pale, fallow, and wanne # 
his body is become leane and - , like a dead carkaſſe, 
and ton vitall moyſture of his bodyſo conſumed, tharhe 
cannotbe knowneto be the ſame man: bur aſterhe hath 
received apt and appropriate medicines, & 'vſed awhol- 
ſome diet, he receweth his health againe , his colour is 
come 1o him, he isfaire and fatte, and luſtie as anytime 
before. So'in thereſurreQion, the ſamebcdy ſhall riſe a- 

aine, but more ——_—_——— whom ſhall appeare no 
por, nor ſigne of the former corruption, 

This example was firſt begunne in Chriſt, who inno- 
thing ſhewed his diuinitie moreeffeQually, _ _— 
tryumph of his reſarreQtion: — 
rue ſhall happento'all men; ALS. Poul ſair Theyrhat 
fall a in Chriſt,ſhalt be raiſed #gaine by the vvord 
of Gad, and ſhall with him for ever and euer have the 


fruition of him, and his joyes, And as by the opinion 
of learned-men, oneſtarre is mote brigticthen —_— 


EIS 
AS 


Were, 
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ſowiltrhere be like differencein 


culizr$ properto men alone; peither 15 it in vertue, nor 


Wo 
mens mindes, and one 
ſoule will be more glorious then another, For as much 
then as ourfelicitic and ſoueraigne good or: beatirude; 
itto be joyned with GOD in heauen, from whence we 
are fallen bythe cranſgrefsion ofaurfirſit parene;andrhe 
way to terurne to him againe, istrue Religion, vvhich 
reacherh: vs ro worſhip and fſeruethe true GOD, by 
his owne word and appointment, and ſheweth ys ouc 
Mediator Chriſt leſus, vuho anely can reconcile vsto 
G'O Dagaine: Letvs reicttall other Religions and in- 
ventionsof men , as ſuperſtitious and idolatrous, and 
all other mediations and meanes of r reconcilia- 
tions, and ſubmit our ſclues wholy to the mercy of 
G OD byour Saviour Chriſt Ieſus, andcleaue ancly 
to him, whois able and will bring all them that vvith a 
rightfaich beleeue in him, into Gods fauour againe, with 
him to enjoy our ſoucraigne good and beatitude in his 
heavenly kingdome, to whicb place: God grant we may 
all COME, | ; 
Now to concludethis diſcourſe with a briefe reperi- 
tion of the ſurname of that which bath beene ſaid ; It ap- 
peareth by many reaſons and examples, that the felicirie 
of man we ſecke for, conlifteth not in-pleaſures, which 
are common to brute beaſts, neuher in riches, whichare 
ſought for ſome other thing , rather then for it ſelfe; as 
reputation, honour , and ſuch like : nor in honour and 
plory, which is but a vaine admiration of thepeople, by 
whom itis many times gwen and taken away: and alfo 
delired for an opinion of vertue + butthar wherein feli- 
citieconlifterh,isthelalt end to which all other ends are 
referred ;to which end whoſocuer hath attained, hee 
proceederh no further, but ceſteth ſerleds! Anditis pe+ 


in 


oft wlifer for H_—— able ro endurenhontdagycads 
happen to men, though he bearmed with allmannerof 
verrues, with that minde that hee. may nevertheleſſebe 
accounted ' happy, For felicitieinoneparrahdconters. 
tation may not bediſleuered : and the end oreruefelict- 
ticof man, which is all one, conſiſterh nor in-morall'vers 
tries, as hah'been ſaid : buthisvend and/properattion is 
the glory of God, to know and ip him - ©: 
Vee ſhewed before, that in ſeeking ſor felicitie, re- 
ſpe muſt be had to the body andthe oule,tothislife, 
andto the lifero come. For Chriſtſayth, V Vhat'auay- 
leth its man tohaveall theworld;and tolooſe bis ſoule? 
And becauſe there ſeemertvto be akindof h 
the vvorld, & men are ſaid to liue happily, wecalled the 
happineſle of this life fclicitie z andthart ofthe heavenly 
life, beatitude or bleſſednefle, 0d ſoucraigne good, Bug 
when we had eximined allthe eſtates of life and ould 
finde none worthy tobe calledſelicirie;, all beeing fub- 
ject ro troubles and vnquierneſle, and full of miſery, we 
were driuento vſe violence tothe VVord, and to call 
that happineſle of life, felicitie ; vvherein is leaſtinfeli- 
citic : in the managing of which diſcourſe; _—_— 
how litlepower is in men, to the atrayning'of 
and thatall commeth from GOD: and Cs et vvee 
call Felicitie the contentation of a faithfull minde ina 
godly life and death, which'commeth- by the enioy- 
ing of Godzbenetits and proc races: yet neuentheleſſe our 
owneendeuour muſt be are”. employed with the 
meanes which he hath giuen vs, and continuall 
that he will bleſle our labors according to his a 


=—_ s we ” 
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and' e: which if « ſucceedenot tothe happineſſe 
wee looke for in this life, yet torakeall things patient- 


lie, and be thankfull, and not ta caſt our eyes vpon them 
that ſeemeto liue more attheir caſe and better then wee 
do, but vpon an infinite number of others, that be many 
wayes inferior to vs, both in the want of health, of 
friends,avd other bleſsings, for which we ought to giue 
thanks vnto God , to auoidethe vice of vngratefulnes, 
and ſay with the Poet : 

Forti animo mala fer, nec bus miſer eſto dolore ; 

Nec cijo venturi premoriare bons, 


And thinke that hee doth all for our good, and hathre- 
ſerued for vs therrue felicitie and bleiſedneſle of the life 
to comezin reſpect wherof all the pleaſures that can hap- 

ntomenin this world arenothing : and therefore all 
our aclions and labours tothe attaining of felicitic inthis 
life, muſt have relation to the true felicitic and beati- 
tude in the life ro come; whereof this is but a ſhadowe, 
and the way to come by the other , Fortheright way 
that leadeth to the happineſle of this life, is alſo the 
way tothe happineſlc and bleſſedneſle of the heauenly 
life ; that is, to liue inthefeare of God, andreturneto 
 himagaine, from whom we arefallen , by faith in leſus 
Chriſt our Mediarour and Redeemer, whereot enſueth 
peaceof conſcience, and quietnefſe of minde; and cail 
with humi'itic to him for his graces; to contemne ho. 
nour and glorie, riches, reputation, with all the pride, & 
pompe,and vanities of the world, which men ſogreedi- 
ly bunt after, that are aspinnes andpibblefiones with 
ſuch like toyes for children to play with; to purge his 
mind of all manner perturbations and vnquictnelle; to 
thinke nothing greatly to be eſteemed buracleare cons» 
[cience 


The fixt booke* 
ſcience and an videfiled ſoule; to be content with 
wich (ound and right mens, abs 
moncuſtome of wary whoſe minds are corrupted and 
ouercome with couetouſnes, ambition , and inſatiable 
delires. Sothat none can arraine to this felicity, bur hee 
vpon whom God beſloweth his graces, asfaith, health, 
and liberty of body, a fufficiencie of worldly goods, to 
ſuſtaine his life with a quier zion ofthem , 'and's 
mind inclined to vertue, with ſuch like things ne- 
ceſlary to happines of life, And if men would aduiſedly 
conſider of this matter, and ſuffer themſelues to'be per- 
ſwaded as truth is, that the way tothe happineſſe of this 
life, is not contrary totherruefelicirie and —_— 
the lifeto come; nor any hinderance, bur rafur- 
therancegand the wayto the ſame: they would be more 
carefull in following the righr path thar leaderh to the 
felicitie of thislife,” and not ſo negligent in ſeeking for 
the bleſſednes of the other life, Bur ſo long'as they hold 


this erronious opinion , that they can hardly enjoythe 


felicirie of this life, and thatof the life rocome , asre- 
pugnant one to another, becauſe the things wherein 
they pur rheyr felicitie, as riches, pleaſures, honour,and 


glory, puſfeth them vp in pride , and vaine glory, and- 


miniftreth much occaſionto the increaſe of (in: & the 


happineſle of the other life, is promiſedtothe meeke & 
poore inſpirit, & 


Marie rather then they will forſake and leaue 'to 
hunt after thinges vvherein conlifterh cheyr falfe repu- 
red Felicitie, to vvhich men are the corruprion of 


theyr nature ftronglie addiQed”, will hazard the loſſe 


e true felicity and ineſſe of the heauen)y life, 
But if they were perſwaded, tharthey miſtake themarke 


Sf, _ they 
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626 The ſixt books 
they ſhoorar,, when they feeke for-felicity or happi- 
ary” drarowte riches, plcafure, honor. or reputationot the 
world, which are rather hinderancesto felicity, &have 
brought many to infelicity and extreame miſerie-and 
that the end and true felicity of man is in this world the 
knowledge and worſhip:of 'God, to which is ioyned 
the fruition of him in heanen ; and that ſuch happi- 
nelle #5 is inthis life, which wee ws vm rk call felici- 
tie, conſifieth ina contented mind,which muſt come by 
the enioying of Gods graces and = toyned with our 
endeuour,in cleaniing our minds from all maner of per- 
turbations & paſsions,tbar bring forth vnquietnes, & are 
hitderance to felicitie; theſeoworldly vaniries and falſe 
ſhewes of happines would not withdraw men from the 
true fclicity of the life. tocome, nor fromthe happineſſe 
that may be found in this life, Plato conld fay to onethar 
asked him, who was happie; He that knoweth God, & 
loueth him 7 fo that the telicitie of both|worlds depen- 
derh vpon Gods grace; inthis hfe tobe of agodly mind, 
to have ſufficient to the neceſsity ot nature, to bee con- 
tent with our cſtate : in thehifſe tocome, to betoyned 
with God ; and to haue thefruitwn of the itoyes of hea- 
ten, which is our beatitudeand (oncraigne good, 
That wee may attaine tothe (ame , it behooueth vs 
dayly ro pray to him, that he will giue vs his grace, to 
do the things thar are pleaſing & acceptable in his ſight : 
that as the onlic means we haue to be reſtored toour. fe- 
licitie and ſoueraigne good, ts toreturneto God againe 
(from whom by & diſobedicnce of our firſt parentwe 
are fallen) by the way of true religion , which reacheth 
vs our dutie towards God, and aſtuterh vs of his fauour 
by the mediatiorr and merics of his onely Sonne Chriſt 
Icſusour Sauiour and Redeemer: ſohe willnot ſuffer vs 
tO 


Of the Felicitie of man. 62h 

tobe drawne and Jedaftray from him by the decceitfull 
allwremencs and vnbridled- logs p after volu 
and wortidlie pleaſures, which hiked vi 


viplenttorrent cr 
ricth vs away trom our true felicitic and beatitude , ins 
to the bottomleſle pit and gulfe.of miſcries: and that 
he wilt nor (ufter ws to be avercome-with the int | 
rate and inordinate delire of riches &pofleſxions, which 
puſicth ys vp in pride and vaineglorie (agrieuousſinne 
and odians in his (ight) &chaſeth que of vs humility and 
meekaelle in ſpirir, for which his @nne leſus pronoun- 
ccth men bleſſed ; and which diverteth vs fromehe loue 
of him; and our Sauiour, to the loue and delire of carth- 
ly things,-which ciches for vs, But if it pleaſe 
-him to bleſſe.qur labocs,. or eſtare-with plemtice of riches 
-and pollc{sions , thatzriwillallo pleaſc him ſo plentifully 
roindue vs with his grace; that we abuſe not his libera- 
litie and bleſsings tothe hurt of our (clues, or preiudice 
of any other; but rather that weemploy them tothe y- 
ſes for which they were ordained, to our owne neceſsi- 
tie, and tothe benehite and profite of our neighbour, 
And if it pleaſe God notto bleſſe vs with riches, (as ex- 
cept they come by his bleſsing,it were bettet tobe with- 
out them) thenthat he will vouchſafe co grant vsa con- 
rented mind with tollerable ponertie, without grudge or 
diſdaine, (ecing much quietneſſe and ſecuritic alwayes 
attendeth vponthat eſtate, which is alſo free from many 
euils that commonly accompanie riches, and eſpecially, 
ſceing it pleaſed our Saviour . Chriſt to make choiſc 
to walke vppon theearth, in a poore eſtate, that was 
maiſter of the whole world , And alfo thatit will pleaſc 
him by his grace, to extinguiſh or ſuppreſle in vs the fu- 
rious palsion of ambition, and inordinatedelire of ho- 
nour and vaine glorie, which _ the originall cauſe _ 
oo al 
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all our woe and miſerie; that we may be contented with 
our calling and eſtate, ro which he hath appointed vs, 
&rhe ſame ro performe according totheralent he hath 
giuen vs. That he willendue vs with vertues both Moral 
and Chriſtian, thatbythe onewe may bethe berter able 
to bridle and moderatethe intermperate affeCtions , and 
violent motions of our corrupt-minds, which throweth 
vs downe headlong from the quiectneſle and happines of 
this life, into a ſea of troubles and calamities: andin gy 
ciuill life, the better ro know how to performe the dury 
of a man; and by the otherto liue in theloue & feare of 
God,and inthe faith of Chriſt; to viſe patience im aduer- 
ſity & afflictions if they happen; & to be humble in prof- 
perity : to worſhip and glorifie Godin this life, that we 
may bee joyned with him-ionthelife rocome; which is 
our beatitude and Summun bonum or ſoteraigne good: 
and all this for his ſonne Teſus Chriſt his ſake, our onely 
Saujour and Redeemer ; to whom bee all honour and 
plorie, Amen. | 

Thus haue I ended (God bethanked) this diſcourſe 
of the felicitie of man; which I truſt will be burefull eo 
no man, except there beanie that will take that with the 
Ictt hand, which I deliuer with the right hand. T he Bee 
and the Spyder goe both to one flower, the one gathe- 
reth honey, the other poyſon, Ewill mindes through 
their corrupt diſpolition' inay turne that good thing 
ro their owne harme, which the vertuous and well dif- 
poſed recceiue limplie to their benefte , Manie precepts 
and good leſſons I have gathered out of the Philo- 
{ophers and Diuines, medicinable to qualitiethe corrup- 
tion of our nature, and to moderate the rigour of vnru- 
lieaftections, which drawe the minde to worldlie de- 
ires, and ſubicCtcth it vnto peſtilent paſsions , that are 
great 
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great hinderance vnto ineſſe: And it is rrulie 
that which way ſoeuer wee doe turnic our eyes,w 
vnto divine or prophane hiſtories, iro thoſe of our 
owne Countrey, or thoſe of other Nations 4 wee ſhall 
finde all full of errors, wicked ates, deccites, lyes, de- 
lultons, diſorders, & confuſions: by which we may nor 
only be taught aduiſedly to beware that wee be not in- 
trapped by them : bur alſo that we leaueto wonder at 
honour, riches, plea and the vanities of adelicate 
life; which the common ſort doth moſt maruell at. For 
ſeeing for the moſt part they are beſtowed vppon thoſe 
that are vaworthy , and have never any certaine place, 
nor ſure ground, they ought to be called very cares,and 
Painefull labonrs , and the frumpes of fortune , rather 


* 


then the inftruments of felicitie , And if it beetrue, as 


Cicero (ayth ; That Philoſophy healeth mens minds, dri- 
ueth away caretulneſſe , delivereth from cupiditics or 
deſires, expelleth fearefulnes : thenof much more force 
is divine Philoſophie, ioyned withir, to bring theſe 


things to paſſe, Bur(ſayth he) this powerof Philoſophic 


ts not of like validitic with all men ; yet it prevaileth 

reatly, where it hath gotten an apt ature . Our minds 
as their diſeaſes, as the bodice hath, which muſt be cu- 
red with apt and appropriate medicines. They that arc 


circumuented & ſeduced by a common and inveterate - 
cuſtome, grounded vpon falſe opinions and efltmation- 
of things, and fallen to the ground, where they liemuſ- 


ling likeſwyneinthe earth , muſt by true ſentences and 
perſwaſions, with examples of life, be raiſed againe, and 
reduced tothe right path that kadethrto felicitie. And 
though the inordinate deſires of pleaſures , riches, ho- 
nour and pompe of the world, hathraken ſod roote 


in the multizude or greater part of men, that it will be as 
Sſ3 . hard 
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hard a marrer & as great a labour ropurgethem of thoſe 
evill humors, as it was for Hercules to draw Cerberus out 
of hell : yet as fome bodies are of ſuch conſtitution, that 
medicines will more calily worke in them, then in o- 
thersſ0 ſome minds are fo tractable & apt by a naturall 
inclination, to receive and imbrace reaſonable and fruit- 
full perſwaſtons , that they aiiges them into a good nu- 
triment and habite , and reapethereby many times great 
comfortand profit, And if the counſels or ſayings of the 
auncient Philoſophers, and other learned men (eeme to 
any (in ſome part)too ſeucre or hardto be obſcrued, ler 
them conſider, that a ſtafte that is warpt end growen 
crooked, muſt be bent as muchro thecontrary {1de, that 
ar laſt it may come tothe meanc, be made ſtraight, and ' 
brought to his right place, This fruire men may reape by 
this diſcourſe, that arenot wholly drowned in worldly 
delires: VVhenthey haue comparedthe counſels & ſay- 
ings of wiſe and learned men, with thole of thevulgac 
ſorr, they ſhall perceiue themſclues, azit were awaked 
out of along flumber , and plainely ſee, that by corrupt 
iudgement, following thetrace and courſeof the world, 
yeelding to their owne motions and delires, and ſuffe- 
ring theimſclues to bee overcome with their afteCtions 
& cupidities, they fall fromthe happineſſethey ſceke af- 
ter imtoinfeljcitie , & miſerie, But in ſogreat diuerſitics 
ot mens inclinations, it is not poſsiblethat any one thing 
can pleaſe or profit all men. As ſome areginen altoge- 
ther to {erious matters ; ſo others delight in pleaſant fa- 
bles, and Pocticall hgments; cuery man according to 
his humour, asthe Poet ſayth : 


Stwits placent ftultss, obſonia quiſque palato, y' 
Digns ſu0 querit 7 non omnibus Vns Voluntds, 


| rooke 


Trooke the matter in hand for my owne exerciſe and 
paſtime , and have handled the ſame tomy 
talent ; bur not with thatdiligence , (Imuſt confeſle) 
as I ought : intending to haue it ſeene onely of my 
ſelfe, and ſome of mine, And if I have written anie 
thing ouer much Philoſophically , that diſſenteth from 
thettue profeſſed religion (as in ſo ſpacious a held, and 
ſuch inſufficiencie of my ſ(elfe , I may ealily wander out 


of the right path) I ſubmit my ſelfe, and that I haue 


written, (as becommeth a Chriſtian) rothecenſure 
ofthe Church of England, which I acknow- 
ledge and aſſure my ſelte to be a mem- 
ber of therrue Church 
of Chriſt, 
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